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..exists in the dome, K Tradition has it that. one hanging took place
- could gather. around to witness the hangings.

.In 1936, a, three-story brick addition was added to the rear of the

The present Roane County Courthouse resulted from a meeting of the
Quarterly Court on January 3, 1853, at which the members voted to
build a new courthouse and sell the old building to assist in the
construction of a new one. The commissioners were authorized to
contract for the building of a new courthouse on any part of the
public square that seemed most advisable, and dispose of the old
building which had been built in 1814, and Wthh was requiring a
great deal of repair work,

The original specifications of the present courthouse, with very
detailed instructions, have been preserved. Plans were drawn by a
Mr. Guenther, and a contract was awarded to Johmn D. Lowery and
Augustus 0. Fisher for the sum of $9,400, with the stipulation that
the building be completed within eighteen months. However, some
controversy arose between the commissioners and the contractors
that necessitated an arbitration, and the building was not accepted
by the county until July, 1856.

The courthouse is of Greek Revival design. The original dimensions
were 56 x 70 feet, three stories high. In the front of the building
is an open hall or vestibule 20 feet wide, with a wing of offices

on either side and two flights of stairs leading to the upper offices
and courtroom. Two wooden fluted columns extend the entire height of
the vestibule. On the south side of the building is a two-story
portico supported by four columns similar to those at the front.

A large dome and cupola sits atop the building, and a gallows still

there, but that it was not used any more because not enough people

courthouse because of a need of additional office space. Although
some minor interior changes have been made,, this addition is the
only significant change in the courthouse since it was constructed.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

From the time of the early settlement in Tennessee down to the
present time, the courthouse has played a vital role in the life
of the community. In addition to serving as a place to hold
court and carry on the affairs of the county, it has served a
miltitude of other purposes. Since it was the only available
place in many instances, meetings of all kinds, from political

to religious, have taken place in the courthouse. The steps and
yard have been favorite locations for political oratory, and have
heard the chant of the auctioneer and the pleading of the itinerant
preacher. Held regularly are the sessions of those who gather to
engage in a few games of checkers, swap knives, whittle, or just
comment on the problems facing the world.

Of all the courthouses built in Tennessee before the Civil War,
only seven have survived. All of the others have given way to
various forms of destruction. - Many were victims of fire, pillage,
and wanton destruction during the war. Others have given way to
progress as obsoleteness and overcrowded conditions necessitated
the construction of larger quarters. The Roane County Courthouse
is one of the seven survivors. Due to its style of architecture
which represents the antebellum courthouses of Tennessee which are
rapidly becoming extinet, it should certainly be preserved. -
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