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1 NAME
C OMMON:

Fram ngham Rai l road Station

AND/OR HISTORIC:

It

Massachusetts
COUNTY-

Middlesex

FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY DATE

—r~

same /
2. LOCATtON
STREET AND NUMBER:
417 Waverly Street
CITY OR TOWN: CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT:
Framingham
4th
STATE CODE COUNTY:
Massachusetts 025 Middlesex
CATEGORY ACCESSIBLE
OWNERSHIP STATUS
(Check One) TO THE PUBLIC
District ~ Building Public Public Acquisition: [X] Occupied Yes:
i R tricted
Site Structure n Private Q In Process Q Unoccupied estricte
i i }CI  Unrestricted
Object Both I | Being Considered ['71 Preservation work
in progress n I\b
PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
\Z] Agricultural r~l Government Park n Transportation i | Comments
r~] Commercial [~] Industrial [ I Private Residence Other (Specify)
Q Educational Military [ 1 Religious
[7] Entertainment [ I Museum [ I Scientific

(4. OWNER OF PROPERTY"

OWNER'S N AME:

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority
STREET AND NUMBER:

45 High Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Boston
5. t"OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION

COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds
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02110

CITY OR TOWN:

Cambridge
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DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Massachusetts Historical Commission
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40 Beacon Street
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Boston
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7, DESCRfPTION

{Chec* One)
Excellent . Good Fair Deteriorated . Ruins . Unexposed
CONDITION fCheck One) (Check One)
Altered S Unaltered n Moved 57 Original Site
DESCRIBE THE PRESENT ANDORIGINAL (if known) PHVSIC A'L APPEAR AN CE

The Fram ngham Railroad Station, a long one-story structure, was built i n

1885 i nan area adjoining thecentral business district of Fram ngham

Desi gned by H H Richardson, t hebuilding reveals several features characteristjic
of his work. The long axis of thebuilding runs east-west, with the street
entrance on t hesouth and t heplatformon t henorth facade. A steep hip roof
dominates thestructure which i sfaced with rough-hewn random ashl ar of grey
and redgranite. On thesouth facade theroof eaves are supported by brackets
O thenorth facade, theroof slopes down toform an arcade supported by
wooden posts. This arcade continues out beyond t heeast and west ends for
further platform shelter. Protrudingthrough theslate roof onthenorth and
south sides arethree granite gothic dormers which function as a clerestory.
The central dormer, which i sthelargest, contains a wide arched w ndow. The
two flanking dormers house Pall adi anwi ndows. There i sone chimey of rough-
faced random ashl ar projecting through thecentral south dornmer. Door and

wi ndow openings aretrimed with rough-faced redstone. The wooden doors,
sone |ighted, have wide horizontal recessed panels thefull width of the door
The wi ndow pattern i sarranged i nsingle, double and triple groups of a three-
light unit consisting of one rectangul ar wi ndow over an identical one, and botjh
over a taller double-hung window, all the sane width.

3 3

The interior consists of a large central waiting roomdom nated on t he south
side by a central fireplace. Opposite fromthis i sa ticket office which 7
extends into theroom and projects onto theplatformwith a round glazed bay.
The ceilimg shows exposed truss construction and thewalls are sheathed with
narrow vertical boarding.

rlorl
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ENTRY NUMBER DATE

(Continuation Sheet) :'Mv

(Numher all entries) FRAMINGHAM RAILROAD STATION
7. DESCRI PTI ON

An open hi proof platform, contemporarywith thestation, i s |ocated
directly across thetracks and parallel totherailroad station. The
platform i sapproximately the sane length as therailroad station and
simlar i nwidth. The two enclosed baggage handling areas which were
originally located within theopen platform- have been renoved.
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SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD CCheck One or More as Appropriate)
r~I Pre-Columbian | . 16th Century . 18th Century *  20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century (X1 19th Century

SHECIHC DATHES (Hfippficavie andknonry 1883 (designed); 1885 (built)

AREAS OF 9 GNIFICANCE fCheck One or More as Appropriate)
Abor iginal I 1 Education . Political i1 Urban Planning
1 | Prehistoric ( | Engineering; s(/ . Religion/PJfi- : Othe?, (Specify)
Historic ( 1 Industry losophy
(I Agriculture I 1 Invention [7J Science
Architecture I | Landscape I 1 Sculpture
Art Architecture I | Social/Human-
[ 1 Commerce I | Literature itarian
1 1 Communications o) Military . Theater
1 | Conservation n Music A Transportation

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Frami ngham Railroad Station i ssignificant 1) as a thoroughly docunented
and well-preserved Richardson station designed at t heheight of his career,
and 2) as a manifestation of Frami ngham s devel opment as t hetransportation
hub of t hearea.

Fram ngham s devel opment as a transportation center began i ntheearly 18thg
Settlers came from Sudbury, travelling south t oFram nghamby river and t he
O d Connecticut Path. They travelled west on t heBoston Post Road. This
route was eventually superceded by a faster and nore direct route west,
further south at Frami ngham Centre. Worcester Road, running due west from
Boston t oWorcester, had Fram ngham Centre as t hehal f-way post where horses
and coaches were changed. Wien it was decided i n1831tobuild therailroad
through thevillage of South Fram ngham this then becane t hecenter of
east-west transportation and t hetown of Fram ngham grew rapidly. This
station soon becane t hepoint around which thecentral business district
devel oped.

Because of Fram nghamis central location, many branch lines were built. I n
1845 t he Saxonville Branch was established. 1 n 1847 thebranch to M lford
was added along with theCentre Village Branch. | n 1850 Marl boro and Nort h-
boro were reached.and this sanme |ine was extended t oFitchburg i n 1865.

In 1870 t heMansfield Branch was added and i n 1871, t he Lowell Branch. Thus,
including theMiin Line east and west, there were lines going i nseven direc-
tions fromFram ngham There were also connectionstotwotrolley lines-

the "Boston & Worcester" and t he "Boston s M ddl esex". These lines are stil].
active, now using busses; a bus line toMlford uses thewaiting roomat the
Station.

There were two inportant areas of social activity i n Fram ngham which drew
people fromthecity and el sewhere t obe transported by trains. 1| nthel860
period, special trains were runt o Harnmony G ove on t he shore of F .-m Pond
(pictured i n"Ballou's Pictorial" of June 1852). This was a 15 acre area
used as a picnic grove for famly gatherings, conventions and meetings, with
fanous speakers on abolition and tenperance. Harnony G ove was t he nost
frequently used picnic grove i n Massachusetts for 25 years, with thousandsir
attendance from 1852 t o 1875. Special trains were also runt o "Lake View
at Montwaite, runby t he Ganp Meeting Association from 1880 t o 1916. This
area covered about 85 acres, with its own railroad station. Western Union,
post office and police and fire departments (non-extant). There was a
canp neeting attendance of 3500 on peak days.

cont' d —
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1.  Van Rensselair, Marianna, Henry Hobson Ri chardson, Dover reprint,
2. Hitchcock, Henry Russell, The Architectureof H H Richardson andHi s Ti e

MI.T.Press.
3. Historical American Buildings Survey; Mass. #666, photos and 3 data sheet”
Jan. , 1960.

4. Local newspaper articles, 1883, 1834/
5. "Massachusetts Pl oughman", Harnony Grove, 1852.
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(Continuation Sheet) « v.A\'-
(Number all  entries)

8) S| GNI FI CANCE

Fram ngham Railroad Station

Because of al | this activity, the South Fram ngham Railroad Station was consid-
ered important enough t owarrant theconstruction of a nore substantial building
by theforemost railroad station designer of histime. This newstation was
designed by H. H. Richardson i n1883, three years before hi sdeath. He had
designed railroad stations before (Palmer andAuburndale) when he was i n partne
ship with Gambril i nNew York City. TheNorth Easton, Chestnut Hill, Brighton,
Wellesley Hills, and New London Stations, as well as t heFram ngham Station,
were designed by hi mat t he height of hi s career, from hi s Brookline office,
when he was without a partner. The Waban, Wodl and, andEliot Stations were
left unfinished at hi s death i n1886 andwere finished by Shepley, Rutanand
Coolidge. \\ |V
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(July 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

PROPERTY MAP FORM
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1. NAME
COMMON AND/OR HISTORIC
Framingham Railroad Station same

2. LOCATION
STATE COUNTY

Massachusetts Middlesex
STREET AND NUMBER

417 Waverly Street

3. MAP REFERENCE
SOURC E DATE

USGS Framingham,Mass. 1965

REQUIREMENTS: PROPERTY BOUNDARIES. WHERE REQUIRED,

AND NORTH

ARROW

NUMERIC CODE  (Aeeigned by NPS)

TOWN

Framingham

SCALE
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NAME AS IT AHEARS IN FHDERAL REASTEHR  Frmttingham Rallroad Station
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LOCATION:
JRHINUVBER MM417 Waverly Street

CONGRtSMONAL OISTBICT ~~J~
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CO
HATE CONTE Lddl esex 017.
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Alnt
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_G000 _ROINS AirtRED _MOV£0
_FAIR —NEXFROED -Reconstructed _nn) cncwn
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SIGNIFICANCE:

ARCHCOLUGT.PREHISTORIC IANOSCAPE ARCHITECTURE ~ —RELIGION . .entertainment
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. —INVENTION
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.*

architec/nv.fettHdiin/*' A" engineer:
landscape/garden designer; artist/artisan:
interior decorator: builder/contractor:
ETHNIC GrouP: 3
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&
appropriate date)
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