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C O M M O N : 

Framingham Railroad Station 

A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 
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2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

417 Waverly S t r e e t 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Framingham 
C O N G R E S S I O N A L D I S T R I C T : 
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S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O D E 

025 
C O U N T Y : 

Middlesex 

3. CLASSIFICATION 
CATEGORY 

(Check One) 
OWNERSHIP S T A T U S 

A C C E S S I B L E 

TO T H E P U B L I C 

• D i s t r i c t ^ B u i l d i n g 

• S i t e • S t r u c t u r e 

• O b j e c t 
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n P r i v a t e 

Both 
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[X] Occup ied 

Q Unoccup ied 
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i n pro gr e s s 

Y e s : 

• R e s t r i c t e d 

}Cl Un res t r i c t ed 

n No 

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

\ Z ] A g r i c u l t u r a l 

r~] C o m m e r c i a l 

Q E d u c a t i o n a l 

[ 7 ] E n t e r t a i n m e n t 

r~l G o v e r n m e n t 

[~] I n d u s t r i a l 

• M i l i t a r y 
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• Park 
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[ 1 R e l i g i o u s 

[ I S c i e n t i f i c 

^ Transportation 
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i I C o m m e n t s 

(4. OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y " 
O W N E R ' S N A M E : 

Massachusetts Bay Transportation Authority 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 
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5. t^OCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S , E T C : 

Middlesex County Registry of Deeds 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Cambridge 

[». tEt*RESfeNTATION EXISTING SURVEYS 

Massachusetts 025 

T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 
D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1 9 7 2 • F e d e r o l X I State [ 1 Coun ty • L o c a l 

D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon S t r e e t 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

B o s t o n M a s s a c h n s p l - l - c ! 



7, DESCRfPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 

{Chec* One) 

• E x c e l l e n t • Good F a i r De te r i o ra ted • Ru ins • Unexposed 

f C h e c k One) 

• A l t e r e d S U n a l t e r e d 

( C h e c k One) 

n Moved 5 ^ O r i g i n a l Si te 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f k n o w n ) P H V S I C A ' L A P P E A R A N C E 

The Framingham Railroad Station, a long one-story structure, was b u i l t i n 
1885 i n an area adjoining the central business d i s t r i c t of Framingham. 
Designed by H.H.Richardson, the building reveals several features characteristjic 
of his work. The long axis of the building runs east-west, with the street 
entrance on the south and the platform on the north facade. A steep hip roof 
dominates the structure which i s faced with rough-hewn random ashlar of grey 
and red granite. On the south facade the roof eaves are supported by brackets 
On the north facade, the roof slopes down to form an arcade supported by 
wooden posts. This arcade continues out beyond the east and west ends for 
further platform shelter. Protruding through the slate roof on the north and 
south sides are three granite gothic dormers which function as a clerestory. 
The central dormer, which i s the largest, contains a wide arched window. The 
two flanking dormers house Palladian windows. There i s one chimney of rough-
faced random ashlar projecting through the central south dormer. Door and 
window openings are trimmed with rough-faced red stone. The wooden doors, 
some lighted, have wide horizontal recessed panels the f u l l width of the door 
The window pattern i s arranged i n single, double and t r i p l e groups of a three-
l i g h t u n i t consisting of one rectangular window over an i d e n t i c a l one, and botjh 
over a t a l l e r double-hung window, a l l the same width. 

The i n t e r i o r consists of a large central waiting room dominated on the south 
side by a central fireplace. Opposite from t h i s i s a t i c k e t o f f i c e which 
extends in t o the room and projects onto the platform with a round glazed bay. 
The ceilimg shows exposed truss construction and the walls are sheathed with 
narrow v e r t i c a l boarding. 
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(Numher a l l entries) F R A M I N G H A M R A I L R O A D S T A T I O N 

7. DESCRIPTION 

An open h i p roo f p l a t f o r m , contemporary w i t h the s t a t i o n , i s located 
d i r e c t l y across the t r a c k s and p a r a l l e l t o the r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n . The 
p l a t f o r m i s approximately the same len g t h as the r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n and 
s i m i l a r i n w i d t h . The two enclosed baggage handling areas which were 
o r i g i n a l l y located w i t h i n the open p l a t f o r m - have been removed. 
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SPECIFIC DATEisi (-///ipp/icaMe andKnownj 1883 (designed); 1885 ( b u i l t ) 
AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCheck One or More as Appropriate) 

Abor i g i na l 

1 I P r e h i s t o r i c 

• H i s t o r i c 

( I A g r i c u l t u r e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

• Ar t 

[ 1 Commerce 

1 1 Commun ica t i ons 

1 I C o n s e r v a t i o n 

I 1 Educa t i on 

( I E n g i n e e r i n g ; •(/ 

( 1 I ndus t r y 

I 1 I nven t i on 

I I L a n d s c a p e 

A r c h i t e c t u r e 

I I L i t e r a t u r e 

O M i l i t a r y 

n Mus ic 

• P o l i t i c a l 

• R e l i g i o n / P J f i -

losophy 

[7J Science 

I 1 Sculp ture 

I I S o c i a l / H u m a n ­

i t a r i a n 

• Thea te r 

^ T ranspo r t a t i on 

i I Urban Planning 

• Othe^, (Specify) 

S T A T E M E N T O F S I G N I F I C A N C E 

The Framingham Railroad Station i s s i g n i f i c a n t 1) as a thoroughly documented 
and well-preserved Richardson station designed at the height of his career, 
and 2) as a manifestation of Framingham's development as the transportation 
hub of the area. 

Framingham's development as a transportation center began i n the early 18th c; 
Settlers came from Sudbury, t r a v e l l i n g south to Framingham by r i v e r and the 
Old Connecticut Path. They t r a v e l l e d west on the Boston Post Road. This 
route was eventually superceded by a faster and more d i r e c t route west, 
further south at Framingham Centre. Worcester Road, running due west from 
Boston to Worcester, had Framingham Centre as the half-way post where horses 
and coaches were changed. When i t was decided i n 1831 to b u i l d the ra i l r o a d 
through the v i l l a g e of South Framingham, t h i s then became the center of 
east-west transportation and the town of Framingham grew rapidly. This 
station soon became the point around which the central business d i s t r i c t 
developed. 

Because of Framingham's central location, many branch lines were b u i l t . I n 
1845 the Saxonville Branch was established. I n 1847 the branch to Milford 
was added along with the Centre Village Branch. I n 1850 Marlboro and North-
boro were reached.and t h i s same li n e was extended to Fitchburg i n 1865. 
In 1870 the Mansfield Branch was added and i n 1871, the Lowell Branch. Thus, 
including the Main Line east and west, there were lines going i n seven direc­
tions from Framingham. There were also connections to two t r o l l e y lines-
the "Boston & Worcester" and the "Boston s Middlesex". These lines are s t i l ] . 
active, now using busses; a bus l i n e to Mi l f o r d uses the waiting room at the 
Station. 

There were two important areas of social a c t i v i t y i n Framingham which drew 
people from the c i t y and elsewhere to be transported by t r a i n s . I n the 1860 
period, special t r a i n s were run to Harmony Grove on the shore of F .-m Pond 
(pictured i n "Ballou's P i c t o r i a l " of June 1852). This was a 15 acre area 
used as a picnic grove for family gatherings, conventions and meetings, with 
famous speakers on a b o l i t i o n and temperance. Harmony Grove was the most 
frequently used picnic grove i n Massachusetts for 25 years, with thousands ir 
attendance from 1852 to 1875. Special t r a i n s were also run to "Lake View" 
at Montwaite, run by the Camp Meeting Association from 1880 to 1916. This 
area covered about 85 acres, with i t s own r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n . Western Union, 
post o f f i c e and police and f i r e departments (non-extant). There was a 
camp meeting attendance of 3500 on peak days. 
_ cont' d — 



9. MAJOR BiBLIdGRAPmCAL REFERENCES 

1. Van Rensselair, Marianna, Henry Hobson Richardson,Dover r e p r i n t , 
2. Hitchcock, Henry Russell, The Architecture of H.H.Richardson and His Time 

M.I.T.Press. 
3. H i s t o r i c a l American Buildings Survey; Mass. #666, photos and 3 data sheet^ 
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n . FORM PREPARED BY 
N A M E A N D T I T L E : 

Mindy Arbo, N.R.Editor 
O R G A N I Z A T I O N 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

for Elizabeth Amadon. Execif n i r 

11/12/74 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

40 Beacon Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston 617-727-8470 
112. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CfeRTIFICATION 

As the des igna ted State L i a i s o n O f f i c e r for the Na­

t i o n a l H i s t o r i c P re se rva t ion A c t of 1966 ( P u b l i c L a w 

89-665), I hereby nominate t h i s proper ty fo r i n c l u s i o n 

i n the N a t i o n a l Regis te r and c e r t i f y that i t has been 

evalua ted according to the c - i t e r i a and procedures set 

f o r t h by the N a t i o n a l Park Service . The recommended 

l e v e l of s i g n i f i c a n c e of th i s nomina t ion i s : 

National State ^ Local ^ 

Name 'C& ' {L^jt l i^ ( ^ m i ^ V K -

Title Exec.Dir. MHC; SHPO designee 

— •• . ( i ; u ) i 

Date770-2/', 'ol^^, (97'y 

.Maas.ashuFiflfitFi 02108 025-
NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. % r ' 

Director, Of/ice of Archeology and Historic Preservation 

Date 

•d U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1 9 7 3 - 7 2 9 - 1 4 7 / 1 4 4 2 3- J 1 



Form 10-300a 
(July 1969) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

INVENTORY • NOMINATION FORM 

(Continuation Sheet) • v.^.'-

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
COUNTY 

Middlesex 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

ENTRY NUMBER DATE 

(Number all entries) 

8) SIGNIFICANCE 
Framingham R a i l r o a d S t a t i o n 

Because of a l l t h i s a c t i v i t y , the South Framingham Ra i l r o a d S t a t i o n was consid­ 
ered important enough t o warrant the c o n s t r u c t i o n of a more s u b s t a n t i a l b u i l d i n g  
by the foremost r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n designer of h i s time. This new s t a t i o n was  
designed by H.H.Richardson i n 1883, three years before h i s death. He had  
designed r a i l r o a d s t a t i o n s before (Palmer and Auburndale) when he was i n partne  
ship w i t h Gambril i n New York C i t y . The North Easton, Chestnut H i l l , B righton,  
Wellesley H i l l s , and New London S t a t i o n s , as w e l l as the Framingham S t a t i o n ,  
were designed by him at the height of h i s career, from h i s Brookline o f f i c e ,  
when he was wit h o u t a p a r t n e r . The Waban, Woodland, and E l i o t S tations were  
l e f t u n f i n i s h e d a t h i s death i n 1886 and were f i n i s h e d by Shepley, Rutan and  
Coolidge. \ \ |V 
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2. LOCATION 
S T A T E C O U N T Y T O W N 

M a s s a c h u s e t t s M i d d l e s e x Framingham 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R 

417 W a v e r l y S t r e e t 

3. MAP REFERENCE 
S O U R C E D A T E S C A L E 

USGS Framingham,Mass . 1965 

R E Q U I R E M E N T S : P R O P E R T Y B O U N D A R I E S . W H E R E R E Q U I R E D , A N D N O R T H A R R O W 

GPO 932.010 





ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE 

Date Entered 

Name 

Mdlfo*fi station 

Location 

MhVtl »>M CJcMvity 

Also Notifie d 

MMMrt W, Drlium 

avfionsl DlMotor, North 

Stato Rlatorle Fraawrvstlon Offio«r 
Hon. Jotin P.X. DovocoB* Secretary of tha OonMonwaaXth 
ChalmKa, llnatantw—»ta aiatorioal Oonadsslon 
40 •aaoan straat 

It ttaaaachuaatta 03108 
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ACCESS-
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ARCHITECTURAL STYLE.* 

architec/nv.fettHdii^/*'^^ engineer: 

landscape/garden designer; artist/artisan: 

interior decorator: | builder/contractor: 

ETHNIC G R O U P : -3 

NAMES; 
(label role 

& 
appropriate date) 

personal 

events 

V 

institutional 

D A T E S : DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century) : / 

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS: 

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S): 

S O U R C E : (OF NOMINATION) 

• OTHER 

A C R E A G E ; 

^^^STATO^ 

FEDERAL "AGENCY: 

PRIVATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY 

(to nearest tenth of ein acre) 

COMMENTS: (include architectural information here) . . _ ) ^ 

[\UiJ»(niaximunr two sentences) j '1 S I G N I F I C A N C E : 


