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1 . N a m n n f P r n p p r t y 

historic name_ H a m m o n d Pond Parkway (Met rnpn l i tan Park Sysfem nf Greater Boston IMPS^ 

Other names/site number_ 

2. L o c a t i o n 

Street & n u m b e r H a m m o n d Pond Parkway 

City or town Brook l ine and Newton 

n/a not for publication 

n/a vicinity 

state IVIassachnsetfs code MA county Norfolk and Middlesex code 021, 017 . zip code 0244S, 02467 

3. S ta te /F f i de ra l A g e n c y C e r t i f i c a t i o n 

Y 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, I hereby certify that this H^omination 
• request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
H'rneets • doea^not meet the National Register Criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
• nationally H statewide • locally. ( • See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

Date 
IVIassachusetts Historical Commission 

SithA^^/ij^iUtiMj VhiMrmX kuU^^ 
SignatureCtif certifying official/TitW Cara H. Metz, State Historic Preservation Officer 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets • does not meet the National Register criteria. ( • See continuation sheet for additional Comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

Zonal P a r k S e r v i c e C e r t i f i c a t i o n 
heratiy certify that this property is: 

rentered in the National Register 
• See continuation sheet. 

• determined eligible for the 
National Register 

• See continuation sheet. 
• determined not eligible for the 

National Register 
• removed from the 

National Register 
O other (explain): 

Date of Action / 

y7o\ 



Hammond Pond Parkway 
Name of Property 

Norfolk, Middlesex, MA 
County and State 

fi C l a s s i f i c a t i o n 

Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

_ private 
_ public-local 
_xpublic-State 
_ public-Federal 

(Check only one box) 

_ building(s) 
jidistrict 
_ site 
_ structure 
_ object 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Metropol i tan Park S y s t e m of Greater Boston 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing Noncontributing 

.building 

sites 

structures 

objects 

Total 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

JL 

6. F u n c t i o n or U s e 

Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

RECREATION/CULTURE: outdoor recreation 

LANDSCAPE: park, natural feature, conservation area 

T R A N S P O R T A T I O N - rnad-re lated 

Current Functions 
(Enter categones from instructions) 

RECREATION/CULTURE: outdoor recreation 

LANDSCAPE: park, natural feature, conservation area 

TRANSPORTATION- rnad-related 

7. Desr r ip f inn 

Architectural Classification 
(Enter categories from Instructions) 

JAIA 

Materials 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation N/A 

walls. MA. 

roof. MA. 

other. MA. 

Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 
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DESCRIPTION 

Hammond Pond Parkway extends for approximately 1.75 miles through Newton (Middlesex County) and 
Brookline (Norfolk County), Massachusetts. It is an undivided, connecting parkway, two lanes wide in 
either direction, in Boston's regional park system administered by the former Metropolitan District 
Commission (MDC). (In July 2003, the MDC was reorganized as the Division of Urban Parks and 
Recreation within the newly created Departinent of Conservation and Recreation [DCR].) The heavily 
traveled parkway passes through a setting that includes a medium-density suburban residential 
neighborhood, and parkland associated with the Hammond Pond Reservation, a DCR-owned wooded 
parkland, at its northwestern end. At its northern terminus, the Hammond Pond Parkway connects with 
Beacon Street, a major east-west artery. The southern terminus of Hammond Pond Parkway is the Horace 
James Memorial Circle, a rotary located in Brookline at the junction of Hamrnond Street, LaGrange 
Street, Newton Street, West Roxbury Parkway, and the parkway itself. Hammond Pond Parkway provides 
a connection for residents of Boston, Newton, and Brookline to the Stony Brook Reservation to the south 
and parks such as the Arnold Arboretum, Franklin Park, and the Emerald Necklace to the southeast. 
Hammond Pond Parkway is described from the northwest to the southeast, generally the historical order 
of its development. 

Hammond Pond Parkway (#1 on the data sheet) is generally a four-lane asphalt roadway, two lanes in 
each direction, that curves and slopes with the contours of the surrounding topography. The roadway 
begins at Beacon Street where there are two small turf miters (Beacon Street Miters, #2 on the data 
sheet) edged in granite that direct traffic from one roadway to another. At its northern end in Newton, the 
state-owned Webster Conservation Area and the Hammond Pond Reservation border the parkway on both 
sides. Dense forest and the occasional stone outcrops frame views along the roadway and shelter the 
nearby Hammond Pond, located to the east, from the roadway viewshed. (photo #1) The parkway, which 
generally travels at an elevation of 180 to 190 feet above sea level, gently slopes through the adjoining 
parklands until it reaches the Former Boston and Albany Railroad Bridge (early 20"" c, #3 on the 
data sheet) and crosses the MBTA commuter rail. The Former Boston and Albany Railroad Bridge is a 
single-arch cast-concrete bridge that is an integral part of the roadway design and is considered a 
contributing element to the parkway, (photo #2) After passing over the commuter rail, the parkway 
continues to pass through the natural setting of the Hammond Pond Reservation. This portion of the 
parkway is bounded by granite curbs and intermittent dirt and gravel walkways. There is no parking on 
either side of the roadway. Lighting consists of modem cobra-head lights on concrete posts. Throughout 
the parkland area, barriers consisting of a mix of rustic wooden fences and metal SS-type barriers prevent 
intrusions into the surrounding area. 

(continued) 
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As the parkway approaches its midpoint, it passes under the Boylston Street Overpass (ca. 1932, #4 on 
the data sheet), a double-arch, granite bridge that is considered a contributing resource to the parkway. 
While the configuration of the parkway remains much the same as that described above, the setting of the 
roadway changes, (photo #3) The ca. 1970 Chestnut Hill Mall is located immediately to the west of the 
roadway on land that was sold to the shopping development from the Hammond Pond Reservation. A 
more recent and similar shopping complex borders the east side of the roadway as well. As the roadway 
passes into Brookline from Newton shortly after passing under the Boylston Street Overpass, the roadway 
is bordered on both sides by several modern condominium developments and two- to six-story-tall 
apartment buildings. Asphalt sidewalks here bound the outer edges of the parkway instead of the dirt 
paths seen northeast of Boylston Street. This setting gives way to a mix of twentieth-century civic and 
residential development. After Heath Street, the sidewalks cease entirely, and views along the roadway 
open up to sweeping lawns and large-scale 20"' century residences in a variety of styles, set back from and 
above the parkway. The overall effect is parklike as the parkway curves and slopes through the suburban-
residential setting. The configuration of the parkway itself is consistent with the previous sections. 

As the roadway approaches the junction of Newton Street, LaGrange Street, West Roxbury Parkway, and 
Hammond Street, traffic is directed around a rotary that dates to the early development of the parkway. 
This rotary, the Horace James Memorial Circle (#5 on the data sheet), is 50 feet in diameter, and is 
covered in turf and landscaped with a few scattered trees. While no specific construction date for the 
rotary has been determined, it is mentioned in early MDC Annual Reports. The Horace James Memorial 
Circle rotary is considered a contributing element in the Hammond Pond Parkway nomination. This 
rotary marks the southern terminus of the parkway. 

Archaeological Description 

The Hammond Pond Parkway is located in an area where several ancient Native American sites have 
been identified including eight found in the general area (within one mile) and at least one site, the 
Hammond Woods Site (19-MD-I79), that may have originally extended into the right-of-way. Most of 
the parkway north of Boylston Street is included in the Hammond Woods Site, also part of the Hammond 
Pond Reservation. Environmental characteristics indicate a high potential for the presence of ancient 
Native American sites in many areas of the parkway. The right-of-way intersects several well- drained, 
level to moderately sloping terraces, knolls and other landforms on close proximity to wetlands. The 
entire parkway lies within the Charles River drainage including Hammond Pond, Lost Pond and several 
swamps and streams located within 1000 feet of the right-of-way. Most known sites within the general 
area are located north of Boylston Street. 

(continued) 
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In spite of the high potential for the presence of ancient Native American resources in the vicinity of the 
Hammond Pond Parkway and the possibility that the Hammond Woods site (I9-MD-179) originally 
extended into the right-of-way, the potential for locating significant Native resources within the parkway 
boundaries established for this nomination is low. The Hammond Pond Parkway includes paved travel 
lanes, rotaries, bridges, traffic signals, planting strips and sidewalks where they exist or a corridor that 
extends 10 feet from the current edge of the parkway where the above components are absent. That area 
that has been impacted by numerous roadway construction and maintenance activities since the parkway 
was constructed in the 1928 to 1932 period and later I930's additions and alterations. Grading and 
paving represent the major impacts within the parkway right-of-way. Construction of the parkway 
components listed above and subsequent maintenance episodes would have had an adverse effect on any 
ancient Native American resources that may have been located in the parkway right-of-way. Fragmented 
portions of archaeological sites including deeply buried artifact concentrations and truncated features may 
survive within the right-of-way; however, it is doubtful NR eligible sites survive. Known sites that 
existed within or extended into the parkway right-of-way have been essentially destroyed. 

The potential for locating significant historical archaeological sites within the parkway right-of-way is 
also low. Historic period settlement has been identified in the Brookline and Newton locale since the 17"' 
century indicating the potential for locating historic archaeological sites from that period and later. In 
general, however, detailed historical research is lacking for the for the parkway route making it difficult to 
predict the locations of specific sites. 

Given the same impacts associated with construction of the parkways described for ancient Native 
American resources, the potential for recovering intact and significant historical archaeological resources 
is also low within the parkway right-of-way. Roadway construction has also destroyed potential 
historical archaeological resources within the parkway area. Truncated features and/or deeply buried 
fragments of sites may survive but the overall integrity of these sites has been compromised. 

(end) 



Hammond Pond Parkway 
Name of Property 
«• S ta tement of S igni f icanr .e 

_Middlesex, Norfolk, MA_ 
County and State 

Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.) 

JL A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
cur history. 

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.) 

Property is: 

_ A owned by religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

_ B removed from its original location. 

_ C a birthplace or grave. 

_ D a cemetery. 

_ E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

_ F a commemorative property. 

_ G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Areas of Significance 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Community Planning & Development 

Conservation 

Engineering 

Landscape Architecture 

Transportation 

Period of Significance 

1913-1956 

Significant Dates 

Parkway constructed- 19?R-19ri? 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Cnterion B is marked above) 

Cultural Affiliation 

Architect/Builder 

Charles Eliot Olmsted Brothers 

9. Major B ib l iograph ica l R e f e r e n c e s 
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67) has been requested 

_ previously listed in the National Register 
_ previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
_ designated a National Historic Landmark 
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# 
_ recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

_ State Historic Preservation Office 
jLOther State agency 
_ Federal agency 
_ Local government 
_ University 
_ Other 

Name of repository: 
M D C Mass DCR: Urban Parks 8. Recreat ion 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

Hammond Pond Parkway, a 1.75-mile-long parkway in Newton and Brookline, Massachusetts, is 
significant as an intact example of a connecting parkway designed for the Metropolitan Parks 
Commission (MPC) by Olmsted, Olmsted and Eliot and its successor firm, Olmsted Brothers, and is 
emblematic of the firm's principles of parkways creation. A four-lane, undivided highway that travels 
generally north to south through a variable setting of twentieth-century residential neighborhoods, 
commercial pockets, and conservation land belonging to the Hammond Pond Reservation, Hammond 
Pond Parkway was built in 1932 to connect the residents of Newton and Brookline to the "southern 
reservations" such as Stony Brook and the Neponset River. Also, this parkway, in conjunction with West 
Roxbury Parkway, would provide a means for the residents of the southern neighborhoods of Boston to 
reach the Arnold Arboretum, Franklin Park, and Jamaica Pond. By building a parkway in between Beacon 
Street in Newton and Newton Street and the West Roxbury Parkway in West Roxbury, these connections 
were achieved. 

Hammond Pond Parkway possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship, feeling, 
and association, it meets National Register Criteria A and C in the significance areas of community 
development and planning, engineering, landscape architecture, and transportation at the local level and 
fulfills the Parkways Registration Requirements for the associated Connecting Parkway property subtype, 
under Section F of this Multiple Property Documentation Format nomination. The period of significance 
for Hammond Pond Parkway is from 1914, the beginning of acquisition for the parkway, through 1956. 

The first surveys and plans for the taking of land for Hammond Pond Parkway were made nearly twenty 
years before construction of the parkway actually took place. Plans were prepared in 1913 to build a 
roadway between Beacon Street in Newton and Newton Street in West Roxbury. By 1914, takings were 
beginning for the anticipated roadway, and by 1916, 64 acres had been purchased. Additional lands were 
acquired in 1920 after the Director of Parks advised that any delay in buying the remainder of the land 
needed to build the parkway risked the chance of the necessary lands being privately developed with 
expensive buildings. 

According to the MDC Annual Report of 1929, a preliminary study was prepared for the construction of 
the parkway in 1928. Planning and additional takings continued into 1931, when the MDC was finally 
authorized to lay out and construct the parkway from Newton Street to Beacon Street. The first portion of 
the parkway constructed was from Boylston Street, which was bridged, to Beacon Street in Newton. In 
1932, the second and final portion of the parkway was built from Boylston Street in Newton to Newton 

(continued) 
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Street in West Roxbury. The bid to construct the parkway was won by the M. McDonough Company. 
The total cost to build the parkway amounted to $216,280.13. The project was completed $5,579.63 over 
budget. 

Significant changes related to the parkway were limited after the parkway opened in 1932. Additions and 
alterations included some landscape planting in 1935, as well as the removal, in 1936, of ledges and 
outcrops that were considered "unsightly" and a motorist hazard. The removal of these rocks occurred 
primarily where parkland from Hammond Pond Parkway abutted the roadway. In 1937, the Works 
Progress Administration (WPA) made improvements to both the reservation and the parkway. By 1938, 
the WPA had constructed five-foot-wide peastone-and-dust walks and ten-foot-wide planting strips along 
the parkway between Newton Street and Boylston Street. Changes over the next 34 years were limited to 
the occasional resurfacing and minor road maintenance. 

in the early 1970s, a large land transfer was made from the former MDC to Chestnut Hill Towers Inc. to 
make way for the construction of the Chestnut Hill Mall just west of Boylston Street. This change had 
little impact on the integrity of the parkway itself 

Certain structural features of the parkway—including the Horace James Circle, the Boylston Street 
Overpass, and the Boston and Albany Railroad Bridge-are all mentioned in early 20'''-century MDC 
Annual Reports, making it clear that these features all pre-date 1956, and are therefore considered 
contributing structures within the present nomination. 

(end) 



Hammond Pond Parkway_ 
Name of Property 

Middlesex,Norfolk,MA 
County, State 

10. G e o g r a p h i c a l Data 

Acreage of Property ca. 14 acres 

UTM References See continuation sheet. 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet) 

1. 19 
Zone 

2. 19 
Zone 

320260 
Easting 

320940 
Easting 

4688720 (Beacon Street) 
Northing 

4687500 (Rte 9, Worcester Tpke.) 
Northing 

3. 19 
Zone 

321680 
Easting 

Zone Easting 

_ See continuation sheet 

4686280 (James 
Northing Circle) 

Northing 

Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11. F o r m P r e p a r e d R y 

name/title Public Archaeology Lab. (V. Adams, E, Maass, T. Orwig, S Berg) with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC 

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission . date February 2004 

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard 

city or town BiislOD state MA 

telephone 617-777-8470 

. zip code 02125 

Addit ional D o c u m e n t a t i o n 

Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and whi te photographs of the property. 

A d d i t i o n a l i t e m s (Check with the S H P O or FPO for any additional items) 

P r o p e r t y O w n o r 

(Complete this Item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.) 

name Commonwealth of MA. / Dept Conservation & Recreation / Division of Urban Parks and Recreation 

street & number. 70 Somerset Street telephone fii 7-777-5264 

city or town. Boston . state MA zip code 02108 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a 
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of 
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION 

The National Register boundary for Hammond Pond Parkway is drawn to encompass property historically 
and currently associated with the roadway. This includes the parkway corridor and adjacent planting 
strips and sidewalks, where they exist. Where sidewalks and planting strips do not e.xist, the nomination 
includes all the land that extends back ten feet from the current edge of the parkway. The boundary does 
not include adjacent MDC-owned parkland that is not directly related to the parkway. The specific termini 
for Hammond Pond Parkway are as follows: 

Hammond Pond Parkwav: The northern terminus of Hammond Pond Parkway corresponds to a line of 
convenience drawn along the southern edge of Beacon Street in the town of Newton. The southern 
terminus of the parkway corresponds to a line of convenience drawn around the outer perimeter of the 
Horace James Memorial Circle rotary in the town of Brookline, at the juncture of the parkway with 
Hammond Street, LaGrange Street, Newton Street and West Roxbury Parkway, and includes the entire 
rotary. 

(end) 

PHOTOGRAPHS 

Photographer: Emily Maass, PAL 
Date: July 2002 
Location of negatives: PAL, Pawtucket, RI 

1. View looking SE along Parkway through the Hammond Pond Reservation and Webster 
Conservation Area. 

2. View looking NW at Boston & Albany railroad bridge (MBTA Riverside line). 
3. View of Boylston Street overpass (MA Route 9) looking N 

(end) 



Hammond Pond Parkway 
Brookline and Newton, Massachusetts 

District Data Sheet 
# NRHP Listed MHC# Name Tovi/n Location Date Status Type 

#1 Hammond Pond Parkway Newton, Brookline 

Connecting Parkway located between 
Beacon Street in Newton and the 
Horace James Circle Rotary in 
Brookline 

1929-
1932 

C Structure 

#2 Beacon Street Miters Newton 
Located at the northern terminus of 
Hammond Pond Parkway at Beacon 
Street 

1930s c Structure 

#3 
Former Boston & Albany 
Railroad Bridge (MBTA 
Riverside line) 

Newton 
Carries the parkway over the railroad 
tracks south of Beacon Street near 
the eastern end of the parkway 

1930s c Structure 

#4 Boylston Street Overpass Newton 
Carries Boylston Street over the 
parkway immediately north of the 
Nev\/ton and Brookline town line 

1930s c Structure 

#5 
Horace James Memorial 
Circle Rotary Brookline 

Located at the parkway's intersection 
with Hammond Street, LaGrange 
Street, Newton Street, and West 
Roxbury Parkway. Marks the 
southern terminus of Hammond Pond 
Parkway 

1930s c Structure 
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NAME : 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 
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Is '1 1 

The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

I 

February 6, 2004 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW, 8"'floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination: 

Hammond Pond Parkway, Brookline/Newton (Norfolk/Middlesex), MA 
Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston (Parkways) MPS 

The nomination was voted eligible by the State Review Board and been signed by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local Government 
coininunities of Brookline and Newton were notified of pending State Review Board 
consideration 60 to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment. 

We request expedited review of this nomination. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
Nationai Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

enclosure 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470 • Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc 


