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1. Name of Property
historic name. Frieririr.li Blnr.lc

Other names/site number.

2. LoratifAn

street & number, 449-461 Main Street , hot for publication
city or town Hnlynl<e vicinity
state  IVlassachusetts . codeJVIA county Hampden code 013 Zip code 01040

3. State/Federal Agency Cerfifinatinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this H' nomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

N meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

e nationally » statewide 1" locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

state or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property * meets * does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

Ilonal Parl< .Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: Date of Action
entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



FRIEDRICH BLOCK

Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State __site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMIVIERCE: stores
DOMESTIC: multiple dwelling

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN: Renaissance Revival

Narrative Description

HAIVIPDEN. MASS.

County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.;

Contributing Noncontributing
1 _building
sites
structures
objects
1 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

NONE

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE: stores

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation STONE
walls BRICK

SHEET METAL
roof ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See attached continuation sheets.
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EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION

The Friedrich Block isasingle building comprised of alarge four-story mixed-use commercia block. The
building, congtructed on adowntown corner parcd in 1908, isdivided into irregular bays and topped by an
deborate omamentd entablature. Like other late 19" and early 20" century commercid blocks designed
by George P. B. Alderman in Holyoke, the wall surfaces of the Friedrich Block utilize modern congtruction
materias to evoke the richness of Neodasscd and Itdian Renaissance prototypes. Thetwo dreet
devations of the building are highly detailed with the use of shest metd, sone banding, and decorative
brickwork culminating inthe daborate fourth story, entablature, and cornice. The secondary devaions ae
common brick walls devoid of architecturad detailing.

Thefootprint of the Friedrich Block follows the lot line of the comer parcd on three Sdeswith no sethack
from the public sdewak on Main Strest and Sargeartt Streat and directly abutting the adjacent building a

447 Main . Thereer of thelot is partidly open to provide centrd aocess to the common porches, but the
remainder of the lot has ben filled by aone-gtory concrete block warehouse directly connected to the rear
of the building and by an endosad one-story connector in the former aleyway between the Friedrich Block
and the adjacent building a 71 Sargeart Strect.

The main devations of the Friedrich Block exhibit a continuous progression of three brick baysaong
Sargeant Stregt (fenestration 3-4-2), a projecting polygona metd bay a the corner of Main and Sargeant (3
windows), and nine dternating brick and metd bays dong Main Stret (with afenedtration pettern of 1-3-
2-3-5-3-1-3-2),. At drest levd, the origind plan dlowed for three commercid entrances (one a the comer
and two on Main &.) and two recessed entries to the common gstairhalls for the gpartments above. The two
residentid entries on Main Sret remain intact with double-leaf doors framed by a panded wood
surround. Two of the commercid entries have bean diminated (ca 1957) and the commerciad storefront
hes bean built out in the modean stylewith abrick venesr knee wall supporting large auminum-framed
display windows. The sole remaining commercid entry isamodem s of duminum storefront doors
occupying arecesson Main . and shdtered by a corrugated shest metd canopy. The transom areaabove
the storefront is covered by a continuous corrugated metd signband that wraps around the corner bay.

On the Sargeant Stret S de, the ground floor isfaced with dressad brownstone blockswith openings for a
single-light wood sarvice door and six high rectangular windows filled with fixed pands of leeded "bottle
glass' panes Thefirst fioor tarminates in aprojecting brownstone secondary comice which continues
(partidly hidden by the modern signband) dong the Main Strest facade. An exterior matd fire escgpe is
atached directly to the building on the Sargeant Streat elevation.

On the upper floors, the principa facades dong Main and Sargeent Streat festure decorative masonry
aurfaces and shdlow projecting bays of damped metd. The walls are vitrified orangered brick laid ina

(continued)
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butter joint and accented by projecting band courses (laid in apatern of 3-1, 2-3, 2-4, and 31 from the
soond to the fourth stories). The floor levds are defined by continuous browngtone and metal comice
bands projecting benegth the brownstone window sills. Window openings are defined by jack-arched
brick lintels with brownstone keystones a the ssoond and third stories and by voussoir brick arches and
scrolled brownstone keystones a the fourth story.

At the corner of Main and Sargeartt and continuing dong the Main Srest eevation, the five masonry
pands dtemate with five richly-decorated shest metd bays Each shdlow three-sded metd bay
accommodates three windows at eech floor, framed by gamped mead pands, bands, and smple columns.
At the fourth story, the metd bays terminate in classica columns supporting meta voussoir archeswith
scrolled metd keystones.

Thetwo primary devations are cgoped by awide matd enteblature which projects beyond the plane of the
building. The gamped metd architrave iscomposad of three horizonta bandstopped by an egg and dart
moulding. The metd friezeis dampead in aneodasscd pattern of dternating ovds and pands with
garlands swegs a the corner bay. The degp cornice congdts of a dentillated metd band with large
modillion blocks supporting the damped metd overhang.

The rear devations of the Friedrich Block are congtructed of common red brick with service and delivery
entries a grade leved and projecting wooden porches serving the three residentid fl oorsabove. Windows
and rear doors from each unit leed directly to the gpen porches with asingle integrated open gtair. The
blind end of the building isacommon brick wall built flush with the adjacent building a the first floor,
then rising above it with arecessad canter saction to acoommodate windows in the upper gories. The sde
devation terminates inabrick pargpat with no cornice and no applied detailing.

All the windows dong the primary devations (Main & Sargeart &) have bean fitted with one-over-one
auminum replacement seeh in reesonably good condition. The secondary devations retain the eaxlier two-
over-two sngle-glazed wood sseh in mogt locations, but in very poor condition.

INTERIOR DESCRIPTION

On thefirst floor, the three original commercid goeces have bean joined to form one continuous high-
cellinged retail goecewith asingle entrance on Main Street. The plaster walls and wood window and door
aurrounds are covered with masonry panding, sheetrock, and barmboard siding. Interior plagter hes bemn
removed from the end wall onthe Main Streat Sde to expose the structurd brick. Pressed tin cornice and
ceiling pands survive throughout the showroom, but with some mgjor cuts, old patches, and extensve rust
oots

A portion of the retail goece dosest to Sargeant Sret presarves detalls from aformer bar and restaurant,
including panded wainscoting, wood ceiling beams and bottle glasswindows. The firstfl oorshowroom

(continued)
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connectsdirectly to aone story cinderblock warehouse & the reer of the building. There isdso amoden
connecting pessagewith seps leading to additiona showroom goece in the adjacent building & 71
Sargeant Strest. The besamant of the Freidrich Block hes bean totally modernized to serve as additiond
showroom and warehouse goece as well.

The residentid upperfl oorsare aooessed directly from two man entrances on Main Stregt with two
Sparate darcases. The exigting layout hes two units on eech floor aooessed from the gar & 451 Main
and three units acoessed from the gair a 459 Main. There isadso arear darway & 459 Main leading from
the common hal to the back aley. The two main dairhdls ae lighted by skylights aoove the fourth floor
ad are detalled with varnished ok newd pods, handralls, turned bausters, cek wainscoting and osk door
surrounds and transoms. The rear Sairway hadl is sheathed in ampler pine detailing and retains some of
the origina tin ceiling.

The individual gpartments have unit details which continue the wainscoting in the aooess hdlways ad
have smilar door and window surrounds.  Some units feature double pocket doors between the main
rooms. Somerooms aso havetincalings. Ingengd interior woodwork varies from vamished finishesto
many coats of leed-basad paint, many in bright colors. The condition of plaster dso varies widdly in eech
goatment and Sarway. Insome casss origind plagter hes bean replaced with shedrock or fiberboard. In
three rooms adjacent to the air shaft, plaster and lath have been removed to exposethe brick walls. One
room is panded with barnboard siding.

DOCUMENTED ALTERATIONS

Holyoke Building Department permits from 1921 to the present record relatively few changesto the
Friedrich Block since its completion in 1908, dthough there may have bean some changeswithout permits.
In the first recorded permit (February 1938) ownars Edmund H. and Hugo E. Friedrich hired Roger
Construction Co. to dter two gores. InJanuary 1949, thenrowner Samud Weingein spant $4,000 to
convert the besamant to asdlesareafor hisfurniture busness. Subsequently, Weingtein took out a permit
for $5,000 for aone-gtory brick rear addition to the building (12 x 42 ft.) and the following year spent
$600 for dterations to the storefront (August 10, 1957). For both of thesework orders, Weingtein hired
George J. Croteau, acontractor from Chicopee Fls, Mass.

In October 1967, Weingein took out two permits for Croteeu to demolish aone sory 10-foot tall wood and
metd dad gorage shed and to condruct arear showroom and sorage building, (50 x 30 x 12 fed,
congtructed of concrete block a a cogt of $7,500). The one-gtory concrete block showroom s attached to
the reer of the building a the first floor, extending to the dley. In 1976, Weingein paid $2,142 to
Firedoor Engineering Corporation for a pesssge from his building to the one-dory sorage building, and in
September of the same year, paid builder Norman Lepage of Holyoke $1,760 to repair the reer porches to
goartments abovethe first sory.

(continued)
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Mr. Charles Weingtein recaled recently that he had anodized one-over-one windows ingdled around
1975, and more recently, anew mamirane roof Storefront dterations have occurred from timeto time,
but the dates have not bean fully documented.

GENERAL CONDITION

The Friedrich Block retains a high degree of architecturd integrity and the significant exterior featuresare
in very good condition. The brickwork and metdwork on the primary devations are mogtly intact except
for eroson of the lower coursss of sendgtone on the Sargeant Streat Sde and minor wall penerations on
Main Stregt where lighting and sgnage have formerly been affixed. The brick and duminum storefront
dong Man Stregt isthe only mgor dteration. The rear devation shows consderably more decay. The
wooden porches are inadequatdly supported and many dements have bean removed or improperly
replaced. Inaddition to structura wesknessand code violations, the porches are d<o covered with
muhiple coats of flaking leed paint.

Interior conditions vary greetly throughout the building. Inthe common dair halls, the plaster walsand
ok woodwork retain the original varnished flnish, but many of the balusters and darcase dements have
bean broken or vanddized. The doors and windowsin many units are heavily dameged. Plagter walls are
modtly intact, but many have been repeatedly cut and patched. Architectural woodwork is generdly in fair
condition, dthough many of thefloorsare water-sained or heavily doraded. Kitchens and bathrooms are
generdly invery poor condition and show the highest concentrations of leed paint.

While the gpartments a the Friedrich Block are mostly vacart, there isa strong commercid tenant on the
ground floor. A loca community development organization is proposing to rehabilitate the entire building
in order to improve housing quality, reduce crime, and gam the decline of the neighborhood.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes have bean recorded on the Friedrich Block, sites may be present.
Four dtes have bean recorded inthe genard area (within one mile), mogt dong the present shoreline of the
Connecticut River or itsfloodplain. Current and paeoenvironmentd attributes of the block do not
uniformly reflect locationd characterigics (dope, soil dranage, digance to wetlands) favorable for ancient
Native American dtes. Natura soil types on the levd to moderatdy doping riverine terrace have bean
obscured by urban development. Wetland resources represented by the First and Ssoond Level Candls,
located within 1,000 feet of the block, are both man-mede waterways. 1ssues of integrity are dso present
that prohibit the survival of any cultural resourcesthat predate the nominated property. Construction of the
Friedrich Block building, which hes abesament and covars mogt of the lot, would have destroyed any
higtoric or ancient Native American resources located on the property. Given the above information, a low
potentid exigts for recovering both ancient Native American and historic resources on the nominated
property.

(end)
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Name of Property County and State
8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property . . .
for National Register listing.) (Enter categories from instructions)
COMMERCE

X A I_D_roperty is a_sso_ciated with events that have made a ARCHITECTURE
significant contribution to the broad patterns of our
history. SOCIAL HISTORY

_ B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X_C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack . S
indlividual distinction. P Period of Significance

1908-1952

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,

information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations

(Mark "x" In all the boxes that apply.) Slgnlflcant Dates

) 1908
Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for

religious purposes. L
Significant Person

B removed from its original location. (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation
D a cemetery. N/A

C a birthplace or grave.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property. Architect/Builder

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance architect: ALDERMAN. GEORGE P. B.
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

_X_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 _X_State Historic Preservation Office

CFR 67) has been requested HPCA# 7851 Other State agency

previously listed in the National Register Federal agency
_ previously determined eligible by the National Local government

Register University

_ designated a National Historic Landmark Other

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:

#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #
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SIGNIFICANCE

The Friedrich Block isafour-story mixed-use commercid building erected in 1908 & a prominent corner
location in downtown Holyoke, Massachusdtts  Despite some heavy wear and some commercid
renovation, it retains the essentid integrity of location, design, setting, materids, workmanship, fedling and
asociation. The Friedrich Block megts Criterion A & the locd leve for its assodiaion with the E. H.
Friedrich Company, one of the mogt successful sheat meatd and plumbing businesses in Holyoke, and for
its visual and socid significance assodiaed with a period of late industrial development in South Holyoke.
The Friedrich Block dso measCriterion C a the locd level as aprime commercid block in the Second
Rendissance Revivd style designed by Holyoke architect George P. B. Alderman.

Criterion A

Holyoke isa planned industrid community devedoped by the Hadley Fals Company in the late 1840s
dong asygem of three power cands fed by the adjacent falls of the Connecticut River. It was
incorporated as atown inMarch 1850 with apopulation of approximatdy 3,700. Asaresult of rapid
industrial growth and the migration of workersto itstextile and pgper mills, Holyoke received acity
charter in 1873 with apopulation of gpproximately 13,000.

The neighborhood of South Holyoke (Ward 2) is bounded by Appleton Street, South Stret, the Second
Leve Cand, and the Connecticut River. Main Streat was the earlie main thoroughfarein the industrial
community, athough mogt of the downtown commercid devdopment eventudly took place dong High
Streat which runs pardld above thefirst level cand. Devdopment of Main Strest between Sargeart and
Cebat began in the late 1870s, and afire gation was condructed on Main Strest neer Sargeart in 1874 to.
protect nearby mills and wooden tenemeants Mogt of the commercia district was built up during the late
industrid period of 1880-1910, when there was amgjor effort to improve tenement housing and reduce fire
risks. In the 1910s many of the Main Stret parcds in the middle of each block were till owned by the
Holyoke Water Power Compary and remained vecart.

The Friedrich Block was congructed in 1908 & aprominent corner location on Main Street. Its
congtruction was part of a citywide progressive movement to addressacritica housing shortage by
replacing older wood-frame tenements with sfer, hedthier, and more modern units. The Friedrich Block
was designed to provide gpatments for 15 families on the upper fioors, in addition to three street-leve
gorefronts. Growth in South Holyoke dowed after 1900, and new congtruction virtually stopped after
1920. By then, the areaaround Main Stret in Ward 2 was hometo Irish, French-Canedian, Polish, and
Jawish families, and the streat contained many small, locdly-owned sores.

The Friedrich Block on Main Stret was built in 1908 by the E. H. Friedrich Company, which dso buiha
new manufacturing plant nearby a 73-75 Sargeart Stregt and 125-130 Race . in 1910. The Main Strest

(continued)
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block and the new manufacturing plant replaced a number of smdler wood-frame shopsand adlugter of
old wood-frametenements The congruction of both buildings marked a significant investment inthe
South Holyoke neighborhood and dso advanced the progressive commitment to reduce fire hezards and
upgrade factory housing.

The E.H. Friedrich Co. manufactured metd cornices, skylights, gutters, conductor pipes, eavestroughs,
metd windows and seehes and custom architecturd millwork that was sant to customersthroughout the
Northeest. Two popular siddines were plumbing and roofing. Ernest Hugo Friedrich's obituary in 1940
mentions such commissions as the large bronze doors a the Folger Shakespeare Library in Washington,
D.C, the bronze gold-plated dome on the Mother House of the Sigters of Providence inthe Brightside area
of Holyoke, and much of the roofingwork a the Generd Electric plant in Pittsfield, as well as roofing ad
other work a Smith and Mount Holyoke colleges. It isquite possble that the shest metd on the Friedrich
Block was manufactured by the company, since it would serve as an advetisement for the new
manufacturing plant that was being built nearby.

Ernest Hugo Friedrich (1857-1940) was born in Saxorny and came to Holyokein 1868. Like many
Gamanswho sgttled in Holyoke, he begen hiswork life a& the Garmenia textile mills. Heworked as a
copperamith and roofer, gaining experience inthe use and handling of metds. Subsequently, he became
foreman of the W. C. Kedlly Company, alarge Holyoke shest metd manufacturing company.  In 1890, he
organized the E. H. Friedrich Shest Metd Company, which prospered and grew to apayrall of 140 men by
aound 1910.

Ernegt Friedrich's son, Edmund Hugo Friedrich, joined the company in 1909 and begen the door
department in 1915, Edmund served as assgant treasurer of the firm beginning in 1910 when the busness
was incorporated and new manufacturing facilitieswere built & Sargeant and Raoe sreats (replacing a
series of wooden tenements). Edmund Friedrich assumed active maenegematt of the company in 1923,

During the 1930s the Friedrich company began manufacturing hollow metd doorsand frames, which it
still produces. In 1982, Edmund Hugo Friedrich's sons, C. Richard and Edmund E. Friedrich, sold the
firm to Richard T. Bourque, athen-employee with over 35 years of company experience. 1n 1988,
Marshdl Bagg became partner of the Friedrich company and sole owner in 1991,

The longest commercid tenant inthe Friedrich Block was Samud Weingtein, who entered the furniture
busnessaround 1923 with a horse and wagon delivery sarvice. According to city directories, Weingein
opened afurnituredore in the Friedrich Block in 1926, one of many furniture goresfor which Main Stregt
was well known intothe 1960s Under founder Samud Weingtein, the company purchased the buildingin
18, an act Mr. Weindein sad reaffinned hisfaith in the future of South Holyoke, which was showing
ggns of economic decdline under the burden of the Depresson and World Wer 11 Upon his retirement, the
business continued under his son, Charles Weingtein, who worked dongsde his father from 1952 until his
father died in 1963. Weingein Furniture Store continued operation in the Friedrich Block until Charles
dosad the doors in 1995.

(continued)
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Weingein's Furniture Store was ane of many furniture doreson Main Street inthe mid 20th century. A
1997 article by Kathleen Litchfield in"Holyoke," aweekly Union-News megazine, decribed Main Street
& "the furniture shopping center of thevaley and many furniture dores gtill thrive here” Another article
in the Union-News by Bill Zgac in 1995 quotes Charles Weingein's explanation for the sucocessof his
budness as having developed "a niche inthe regiond retail market through specid orders of medium to
high-end qudlity furniture.”

Criterion C

The Friedrich Block was designed in 1908 by Holyoke architect George P. B. Alderman, who wes
Holyoke's best known architect a the end the 19th century and beginning of the 20th century. Born in
Granby, Connecticut, he moved with his parents from Connecticut to Holyoke in 1879 and worked with
his father to learn the carpenters trade. Not content with being a carpenter, he entered the office of
Holyoke architect JamesA. Clough.

After five yearswith Clough, Alderman moved to Chicago to take ajob with Cass Chagpman, a prominent
Chicago architect. In 18385, Alderman returned to Holyoke and opened his own architecturd office. When
he wes later joined by his brother, Henry Holcomb Alderman, the firm was renamed George P. B.
Alderman and Company.

During Alderman's long career, he did hundreds of buildings, mostly in Holyoke, but elso in New Bedford
and Fal River, Mass, and New Britain, Conn.. His commissons included numerous churches, public ad
parochid schoals, rectories, hotels, theaters, fraterna buildings, commercid buildings and gpartment
blocks, mill buildings, and numerous private resdences, may of them inthe City of Holyoke. Heissad
to have designed literaly hundreds of tenements and gpartment blocks in Holyoke and vicinity.

The Friedrich Block isaparticularly fineexample of Alderman's design for alarge classcdly inspired
commercid gpartment block. It rgpresents a change from Alderman's earlier buildings inthe city,
designed between 1885-1893 inthe Itdianate, Romanesgue, and Quean Anne gyles. His mature designs
of the late 1890sto 1910 were inspired by the Beaux Arts and Renaissance Reviva movements, but after
1910 he gradudly embraced smpler and toned-down dassicd motifs.

Sevead inventoried commercid blocks in Holyoke represent the progress of Alderman's career ad his
exploration of the various revival Syles

(HLY-89) 181
(HLY-95) 281

mansard roof
(HLY-97) Al
Anne dedgn
(HLY-324) 338
Anne/Classicd

(HLY-100) 324
(continued)
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(HLY-522) 907 Hampden K., Highland Block - 1893/ Victorian Gothic
(HLY-717) 3-7FranklinSt., &. John Block, ca 1896/Queen Anne

Only two inventoried buildings in Holyoke represent Alderman’s ornate neo-classicd designs

(HLY-94) 259 High &, Sleiger Block - 1899/ Beaux Arts style
(HLY-335) 449-461 Man ., Friedrich Block - 1908/ Renaissance Revivd
& Neodasscd

However, Alderman is known to have desgned other dassicaly ingpired commercid buildings in Holyoke
by 1908 that were smilar in design to the Friedrich Block:

LeClair & Choiniere Block (razed) at the comer of Cabot Strest and Eat S
L. A. LaFance Block (razed) on Appleton &., ad
Brueck Block (razed) a the corner of Main and Ceabot S

Alderman's commissons after 1910 show amore resrained use of cdasscd ornament. The Richmond
(MHCH# 272), 462-464 Maple Stred, is the only gpartment block attributed to Alderman after 1910.
Another commercid block a 273-279 High &. (MHC# 194, condructed 1913) exhibits a smplified
dasscd desgn in blond brick with terra cottatrim. While the terra cotta cornice and trim are richly
surfaced, the facade of this block isquiteplain and flat. Also finished inblond brick with terra cottatrim
isthe commercid block a 316 High Strest (MHC# 337, condructed 1917), asmilar smplified dasscd
design with adecorative terra cotta comice. The commercid block a 316 High Strest and the industrid
building & 92 Race Strest (MHC #277, condructed 1923) are examples of Alderman's moveto the early.
20th century Commercid Style, with fiat wall surfaces, contrasting flat pands, chevrons, and other
geometric designs setting of f baysfloors,or openings within flat wall surfaces.

Context Evaluation for area surrounding the Friedrich Block in Holyoke

Within the context of South Holyoke, the Friedrich Block isone of the few remaining commercid blocks
on Main Streat dating from the economic boom of 1880-1910. During thet period, the Main Stregt
corridor of Ward 2 (South Holyoke) became an important commercid and entertainment areaserving a
thriving neighborhood of Irish, French-Canadian, German, and Polish residents.

The commercid devdopment of Main Sret followed Holyoke's greet indudtria expangon of 1870 and
1885, when the increased damand for mill dtes and waterpower resulted in expansion of the cand system.
In 1877, there was little commercid devdopment on Main, and mod of the aross drests and intersections
were occupied by a thin smattering of wooden business blocks and wood-frame tenemeants The one extant
building on Main Stret from the early period isthe Holyoke Fire Station #2 (MHC# 55, condructed 1874)
a 452 Main Street. The fire gation (now vacant) was built to addressthe high risk of fireresulting from
the number of wood buildings in South Holyoke.

(continued)
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Because Holyoke was a planned industrid community, the Holyoke Water Power Compary held mogt of
the vacart land and could rdesse it for devdlopment as nesded. The middle of eech of the four blocks on
the lower dde of Main Stregt reamained vacant into the 1910s The lagt mgjor building constructed on

Main Sregt in South Holyoke is Holy Trinity Gregk Orthodox Church (MHC# 56, congtructed 1916-17) a
410 Main Sredt. It isaByzantine Revivd dructure designed by New Y ork architect Kyriakas Kadfas and
stuated on land formerly held by the Holyoke Water Power Company.

The upper sde of Main Strest was devdoped with arow of busness blocks, mostly three to four sories
tall. The largest and mogt imposing blocks buih during the 1870-1910 period included the Robert Block
[NR pending] (1881 & 1888) a 338-348 Main &. ad the Friedrich Block (1908) presented in this
nomination. Three other large blocks have bemn torn down: thefive-storyCharles Brueck Block a 330
334 Man S corner Caboat, (now the Ste of a ges dation); the four-story Curran Block & Main and
Sargeant (now undeveloped); and the Vincent Block (1870-1877) a the corner of Main & Cabot
(undeveloped). Thetwo block areaof Main between Sargeant and Cabot formerly held two other
Alderman-designed blocks: thefive-storyCloutier Block (1897) a 351 Main S. (now undeveloped), and
the adjacent Marcotte Block a 349 Man Sreat (reduced from five to three stories in 1985).

In 1991, the Holyoke Office of Community Deve opment devdoped an areainventory form for "The Haty/
South Holyoke" in which it was suggested that commercid buildings on Main Street in the 200-300 blocks
north of Cabot Strest might be included in an expanded National Register historic district. However, the
recommendation was later withdrawn since o0 many of the buildings in this areanorth of Cabot Strest have
subsequently  been abandoned, demolished, or dameged by fire (Ann Sinclair, Persond Communication,
2001).

COMMERCIAL TENANT HISTORY

The early commercid tenants of the Friedrich Block reflected the Gaman background of the ownersand
the neighborhood. The Weingein furniture sore (1930-1995) was the mogt perdstent and well-known
tenant, but smdler tenants came and went periodicaly. In 1916, the sore a 449 was occupied by G.
Henry Boehm, meats while 453 Main was the dte of aresaurant operated by John F. Hanagan, who
rented an gpatment updairs, and 453 houses John Ripas barbershop, while 457 Main was Dreikorn's
Baker, and 461 was the Foerser and Bretschneider saloon.

By 1930 the businesses had changed somewhat. Ripadtill operaed his barbershop, now a 455 Main, but
the meet marker hed given way to the Mt. Tom Neckware Company, and 449 1/2, anew subdivision of the
commercid oace was acandy ore oparated by Méechior Hefty. Maurice Weingein, Inc. hed adry-goods
dore a 453 Main, and the other tenantswere A. Dickstein, atailor, & 455, and Einstein's Furniture
Company a 461. Weingein's furniture store operated in the building, eventudly buying it, until 1995. By
1950, Mrs. F.H. Frodyma was operating the candy store a 449 Main, and Weingtein's hed the remainder

of the commercid gpace Weingen's hed dl thefirst-floor commercid goece by 1960 until this popular
and well-known busnessdosed in 1995.

(continued)
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RESIDENTIAL TENANT HISTORY

The resdentrd tenants in the Friedrich Block reflected the diversity of Holyoke a the height of the
indugtria activity. Inthe 1916 directory, the following are listed as gpatment tenants Fare Brousseau,
Alfred Camerlin, John F. Hanagan, William B. Neddo, Paul Shubach, John Sugrue, and Mrs. Sareh
Trench & 451 Main Street. At 459 Main, additiond renters included: Albert Bozenhard, Aurthur Coderre,
Water, Denault, Albert Eger, Patrick Favey, Robert E. McCarthy, William Schenker, Mrs. Catherine
Sugrue, and Gearge R. Waker. These lists suggest aroughly 50-50 split between Gamean and French
tenants.

No occupations are listed in the 1916 city directory, but many of the tenantsin the building in 1920

worked in the mills and industries nearby, frequently within walking disance of wherethey lived. In

1920, Robert E. McCarthy was afireman a the Highlands Engine House in Holyoke. Walter F. Denaullt
worked es agock derk a 73 Sargeant Stret for the E.H. Friedrich Company on Sargeant behind the
Friedrich Block, and a Raymond Denault wes aderk a the Lymen textile mills neerby. William B. Neddo
was atrolley conductor for the Holyoke Stireat Railway Company, and George R. Waker wes listed smply
& "motorman.” Paul C. Schubach was aphysicd ingructor & the H. Tum Verein, part of the Gaman
Gymnadtic Society whose building was three blocks avay on South Bridge Streat neer Adams Street. The
Bridge Strest Turn Verein was apopular gymnesum with Germans in the areaand offered cdisthenics,
basketball, and body-building exercisesto young and old alike.

Renter turnover inthe Friedrich Block was subgtantid by 1930. Of thasewho hed rented inthe building in
1916, only three tenants remained until the mid-1930s. McCarthy, Waker, and Schubach. New tenants in
the building by 1930 included mare French-Canadian sumames Henry A. Grenier, Cyrille J. Guinard,
Fortunat Marchand, Oliver H. LaBdlle, Leo LaMagddaine, Edward Laurin, and Arthur A. Thibault. Other
renters were Winfield C. Phillips, LouisN. Roy, Maurice Moynihan, Patrick J. Sheg, and Anthony
Tereshko. Phillips was a painter. Henry Grenier was employed by the Hampden Glazed Pgper and Card
Company & 145 Main. Louis Roy was aticket agent for the Boston & Main Railroad. Arthur Thibault
worked a 75 Pak Streat for Felix J. Cloutier, sorrin-law of Clovis Robert, who hed abusnessonly three
blocks from the Friedrich Building.

Samud Weingein bought the Friedrich Building in 1948. The 1950 city directory shows that only Leo
LaMagddaine still rented an gpartment in the building. New renters in 1950 included: Rdph E. Brown, a
color mixer a Hampden Glazed Pgpar and Card Co.; Alexander Bachar, welder & Worthington Pulp ad
Machinery Corporation; Josgoh Nichols, acarpenter; Henry J. Wohlers, employed a 380 High Strest,
possibly a the Nonotuck Jewdry Co.; Harry M. Starkey, operator of avariety sore in Chicopee Fdls;
Maurice Daignault, aroute sdesmean in Granby; and Antonio Labonte, a pharmacis in the Willimansett
sction of Chicopee. Rentars Achille Nicolaou, William J. LaPLante and Rudolph Kordek had no
occupdions listed.

(continued)
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Tenant turnover in the gpartments from 1950 to 1981, the date of the lagt reverse city directory, was not
brisk. Therewere no changesinthe 1955 directory. In 1960, the following 1950 tenantswere still living
in the building: Nicolaou, LaMagddaine, LaPlante, Brown, and Mrs. Rose Kordek. Of the new tenants,
one was Mrs. L.E. Farguhar, adressmaker. Continuing the trend of people living inthe building ad
working for Holyoke budgnesses, the 1965 directory lists new tenants Maurice E. Bolduc, Harold D.
Butcher, and Hamen A. Smith. Bolduc was a shipping clerk for Marvellum Peper, Butcher amachine
operator for Fonear Valey Finishing Company, while Smith is liged aworking & Adams Pladtics
Company. The 1970 director listed ane tenant not there is 1965; George Geider, a sock digger for
Parsons Pgpar Company.

By 1981, only William J. LaPlante and RoseM. Kordek, presumably Rudolph Kordek's widow, hed lived
in the building snce a leest 1950. Two families named Brown, Ezraand Walter, were liged as livingin
gpartments, both retired with three or four children who were sudents. A new renter in 1981 was Max R.
Fricke, J., who worked for Scott Graphics, Inc.

BUILDING OWNERSHIP

The Friedrich Block is remarkable inthat it hes avery short chain of ownership: the EH. Friedrich
Company from 1908 to 1948, and Maurice Weingein from 1948 to 1995.

REHABILITATION PLANS

After yearsof declining maintenance and well-intended renovation, the Friedrich Block is now scheduled
for tax-advantaged rehabilitation to its origina mixed use  Current owners Puatade la Esparanza L .P.
plan to completedy rehabilitate the building according to Secretary of Interior Standards. The Grace-
Deamos Furniture store on thefirst floor will continueto sarve neighborhood neads as the prime
commercid tenant. The upperfloorswill be configured & twelve resdentid  gpartments (two- and three-
bedroom units).

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTIVI references on a continuation sheet)

1.
Zone 18 Easting 697340 Northing 4674290 Zone Easting Northing

2.
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries ofthe property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Norene Roberts and Gregory Farmer, consultants, with Betsv Friedberg. NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date October. 2001
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard . telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town  Boston state Massachusetts .Zip code 02125-3314

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)
name Carlos A. Vega. Puerta de la Esperanza Ltd. Partnership

street & number 401 Main Street telephone (413) 533-9442

city or town HOLYOKE state MA zip code 01040

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to hominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:
The parcd shown outlined in pencil on the accompanying plat mgp 028-07-011 inthe City of Holyoke,
conssting of an L-sheped parcd.
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:
The boundary includes only the legd parcd described above whichis historicaly assodaed with the
nominated building.
(end)
PHOTOGRAPH:

#1. Friedrich Block, February 11, 2001. View facing northwest.
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The Commonwealth of M assachusd

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
October 23, 2002 Massachusetts Historical Commission

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Haces
Department of the Interior

National Pak Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8"'floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endosaed plessefind the following nomination form:

Friedrich Block, 449-461 Main Strest, Holyoke (Hampden), MA
HPCA # 7851

The nomination hes bean voted digible by the Sate Review Board and hes been signed by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board consderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg (j
Nationa Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. Gregory Farmer, consultant
Olivia Mausd, Holyoke Historical Commission
Jack F. Hunter, Holyoke Planning Director
Calos A. Vega, Puertade la Esperanza
Michadl Sullivan, Mayor, City of Holyoke

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusdtts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.gate maus/'sec/mhc



