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The Verendrye Plate is a flat square of lead 3/16" thick, 8 1/2 " long
and 6 1/2" wide. On the face of the plate is inscribed:

<
ANNO XXVI REGNI LYDOVICI XV PROREGE 
ILLUSTRISSIMO DOMINO DOMINO MARCHIONE 
DE BRAUHARNOIS M C CC XXXXI 
PETRUS GAULTIER DE LAVERENDRIE POSUIT

which translated means: "In the 25th year of the reign of Louis XV, 
Illustrious King and Prelate, Pierre Gaultier De La Verendrye placed 
this." The back of the plate (translated) reads: "Placed by the Che­ 
valier Verendrye his brother Louis and LaLondette and A. Miotte 30 
March 1743." on

rnThe Verendrye Monument stands on the site where a lead plate was dis­ 
covered bearing the names of King Louis XV of France and Pierre LaVeren- m 
drye, an early trader and explorer whose sons buried the plate in 1743.

The granite marker stands about four feet high and is inscribed with 
the following:

HERE ON MARCH 30, 1743, THE VERENDRYES * 
BURIED A LEAD TABLET TO CLAIM THIS RE- n 
GION FOR FRANCE. THIS TABLET FOUND ON 
FEBRUARY 16, 1913, IS THE FIRST WRIT­ 
TEN RECORD OF THE VISIT OF WHITE MEN 
TO SOUTH DAKOTA.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Verendrye Plate is the first permanent record found of the first 
white men in Dakota Territory. These men led the way for further ex­ 
ploration and eventual development of the northwestern United States. 
It was placed by the Chevalier de la Verendrye on a hill near the pres­ 
ent town of Pierre, South Dakota; the date was March 30, 1743. La Ver­ 
endrye and his brother, Louis, headed a small party of Frenchmen seek­ 
ing a route to the Pacific Ocean.

Although significant to the history of early exploration in the Upper 
and Great Plains, the Verendryes left little in the way of accurate ac­ 
counts of their wanderings. Prior to the discovery of the lead plate, 
historians tried without success to identify landmarks and Indian tribes 
mentioned in the La Verendrye journals. Proof that they were in the 
Pierre area when the plate was buried clarified many of those references.

The La Verendryes never found the western ocean they searched for, but 
they did discover the Red River of the North, the Assiniboine and Mouse 
Rivers and much of the western Dakotas—including the Black Hills. 
Their narratives encouraged others to explore further west.

The plate with which the explorers laid claim to the upper Missouri 
for France was given to Pierre La Verendrye (the Chevalier's father) by 
King Louis XV. Pierre's sons placed it at the summit of a high bluff 
overlooking the Missouri River where it la/id for 170 years. In 1913, 
it was discovered by some school children on an outing near Pierre. 
Early settlers testified that a mound of boulders once stood on the site, 
which corresponded with La Verendrye's statement that he piled rocks in a 
pyramid above the buried plate.

The present marker was erected in 1933; the plate itself is in the 
possession of the State Historical Society.
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