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Recorded by BR Pfeiffer

Organi zation -™N/AMassachusetts

Qate Oct ober, 1982

Town Cambritlge
A.ddress
Historic Nane Honmer - Loven House ~
Use: Original residence
Present two-famly residence

Ownership: EHPrivate individual
Private organization

Public

Original owner William Frost. Jr.

DESCRIPTION:
Date 1867

Sour ce Middlesex County Deeds
Style Second Empire
Architect unknown

Exterior wall fabric clapboard

Outbuildings none

Major alterations (with dates)converted _to

two-famly residence & east entry added
(ca. 1920-1930)

Moved no Dat e Jy(A
Approx. acreage /gg" Ithnr) ZH .
Setting m xed m d-nineteenth centurysub-

urban district with early twentieth century

apartment houses

(Staple additional sheets here)



ARH TECTUR AL SI GNIFI CANCE  (describe important architectural features and -Z' .
evaluateinterns of other buil dingsw thinconmmunity) . SN

Standing at thenorthwest corner of Forest and Frost Streets, i naresidential areaof

free-standing wood-frame houses andbrick apartment blocks, theHomer-Lovell House consists
of twosections, or a 2 1/2 storey nmain house (south) with a side-hall plan, anda 2 storey
rear wing (north), both of which rest onbrick foundations and are covered with clapboards.

The main house i senclosed by a bell-cast mansard roof covered with fish-scale slates; eleva-
tions aretrimed with corner boards and a wide cornice with paired brackets. Wndows con-

tain 2/2 sash set i nsurrounds with noul ded hoods. Sash in bay w ndows consists of 2/2 i n
the bay's widest opening and 1/1 i nside faces; these wi ndows areset i nunnmoul ded surrounds

above panelled bases and beneath bracketed cornices. _The mansard roof h”s gabled dorners
each or which has a sin Ie arc ed opening containi ngi 2/ 2 sash, (seecontinuation sheet)
H STOR CAL SI GNIFI (explain t ie role owners played | nlocal or state history

and how t hebuilding relates t ot hedevel opment of t he community)

The Homer-Lovel |l House possesses integrity of design, materials andsetting as well as
historical associations with thesuburban devel opment of Md-Canmbridge i nthelast half
of thenineteenth century.

Built near thePorter Square Railroad Station, which provided direct comuter transport
to Boston during themd-nineteenth century, theHoner-Lovell House i sa good and well -
preserved exanple of thetype of Second-Enpire style architecturethat predomnatedi n
the early devel opnent of this section of Canbridge as a well-to-do suburb of Boston.
Al'though houses of this type were once relatively common i nthis area, apartment house
construction i nthetwentieth century and t heconversion of former single-famlyhouses
to apartments have left relatively fewintact exanples. The house retains all of the
important features of i tsoriginal design, includingbaywndcrt'/s, moul ded wi ndow hoods,
panelled front doors, bracketed cornices anda slate-covered nmansard roof. | n addition,
the interior retains parquet floors, marble mantel pieces, panelled doors, plaster
cornices and other original decorative details. :, '
Land on which thehouse stands was formerly part of thelarge Frost fam |y estate, which
was assenbled by G deon Frost i nthelate eighteenth century, beginning i n1763. Upon t he
elder Frost's diiath i n1803, t heproperty passed tohis son, Wlliam who held ownership
until his death i n1832. Between 1832 and 1855, Frost's estate remained unsettl|edand

the property undevel oped; however, between 1855 and 1858, a plan of settlement was devised
whereby t he whole property was sub-divided into suburban streets and houselots. Lots were
granted tothevarious heirs i nsettlement of their claim with therestriction that they
could not be rented or sold during thelifetime of Frost's w dow, Mary, who continued t o
live i nan old house on theproperty, (seecontinuation sheet) -

Bl BLI OCRAPHY and/ or REFERENCES "ot R

M ddl esex County Registry of Deeds. Book 983, page 312 (1/4/1867); Book 1010, page 100
(8/1/1867).

Survey of Architectural History i nCanbridge: Md-Canbridge. Canbridge Historical
Commi ssion (1967).

Canbridge City Directories. - : 20M 2/ 80



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Gommuni ty: Form N

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL OCNWISSON Canbri dge
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property Nane: Homer - Lovel | House

Indicate each item on inventory form v/iich is being continued below.

ARCH TECTURAL SI GN FI CANCE cont'd

The facade of the main house (south elevation) is asymmetrical, having an entry porch
surmounted by a sem -octagonal oriel initswesternnost bay, a bay w ndow surmounted by
two regular windows in itseastern tw bays and tw dormers at the roof. The entry
porch consists of boxed posts with brackets supporting a cornice with paired brackets.
The front doorway contains double doors with panelled bases and single lights above.

The east elevation of the main house contains an added entry (ca. 1920-30) and bay w ndow
at the first storey, one windoxj and a bay wi ndow at the second storey and two dorners

at the roof. The added entry is enclosed by a glazed porch that is essentially identical
to that of the main entry.

The west elevation contains a bay w ndow at the first storey, one w ndow at the second
storey and two dormers at the roof. The rear (north) elevation is mostly blocked by the
rear wing, although its exposed portions contain two wi ndows per storey and one dorner.

Centered on the north elevation of the main house, the rear wing rests on a brick foundation
and is enclosed by a low pitched roof. Trimmngs are simpler than the main house although
all elevations have clapboards, corner boards, and brackets at the cornice. Wndows are
mostly of 22 sash set in noulded surrounds with consoles beneath the sills, El evations

are asymmetrical; the east contains tw w ndows at both stories and a nodern door at the
second storey; the jiorth contains two wi ndows at the first storey and one w ndow at the
second storey; the vyest contains a two-storey high arched wi ndow (added 1982). M

original one-storey veranda exists on the east elevation although i t has been altered by
the addition of a staircase and railings to serve tw stories (ca. 1920-30). This porch

is supported by boxed posts with brackets and decorative railings.

H STCORI CAL Sl GN FI CANCE cont ' d . o -e ) . .

By the terms of this settlement, the | ot on which the Homer-Lovell House stands was granted
to G deon and Lucy (Frost) Frothingham together with eight other lots in 1858. In 1867,
the Frothinghams sold the property to Frost's son, W/lliam Jr., a merchant and real estate
devel oper, who gradually acquired and devel oped a large number of lots in the area during
the 1860s-1880s. Between January and August of 1867, W/ liam Frost built the present
house at 11 Forest Street, apparently on speculation. Soon after completion, the house

was sold to Eliza Honer, wife of George W Homer, a Boston |eather nmerchant. Subsequently,
in 1870, the house was sold to Andrew J. Lovell, a Boston grocer and director of the North
End National Bank in Boston, who occupied the house throughout the remainder of the
nineteenth century, all the while maintaining business interests in Boston.

In 1899, the house was sold to BEwma Hubbard, under whose ownership the Building remined
a single-famly house. In 1916, the house and nany surrounding properties were sold to
the Newport Apartment Trust, which constructed apartment houses nearby and probably con-
verted the Homer-Lovell House into apartnents.

Omer: M. Janes L Miller UM 19/ 325630/ 4694520
11 Forest Street
Canbri dge, M
Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Name Cambridge Multiple Resource Area
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Nomination/Type o Review Date/Signature
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WASO Form - 177 UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
("R" June 1984) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET

Homer-LoveH House (CambrLdRe MRA)
Middlesex County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No. mi 26 m

Fed.Reg. Date: / ZfrS-yS |
DateDue: /| "~ AN ~ []sZ"y
Action: *CCEPT [ f MANG?)

CD resubmission .RETURN.

e nomination by person or local government .REJECT.

n owner objection Federal Agency:

e appeal .

Substantive Review: I e request e appeal O NR decision

Reviewer's comments:  *Ssample

WU ZZ< - [W A AN A

Nomlnat|on Yéurp'ﬁ%r " tlé::hnlcal élrrec}{lons cited below ,N/\\>-A-/<—-<-A
ViyZadtuM ZMecZzy 7o ZHIRR P NESy A ErarzTZ e
1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Us«
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this property been determined eligible? * yes * o

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

excellent I | deteriorated unaltered e original site
rn good I Ilruins altered moved date.
o fair CD unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

CD summary paragraph

CD completeness o
CD clarity

| 1 alterations/integrity

| |dates

I Iboundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
]
; . . vy -
Specific dates ' Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance///) one para”rap/j*
Ly oA
CD summary paragraph -le - ' A A AL =i
CD completeness Ay Tz y }IZIZZZ
* Clarity I\ VoM LAY "yzyl.
e applicable criteria .
e justification of areas checked r
« relating significance to the resource N
« context
« relationship of integrity to significance r—
e justification of exception > V4
e other S eee

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle name
UTM References

eHf.y- -Jf . It--:

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

e Maps
e Photographs
e Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed- Date Phone:

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet
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Please refer to the map in the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000275



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
iiiiiimf | Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street
Boston, Massachusetts
HISTORICAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of State

November 15, 1983

Ms, Carol Shull, Chief

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Department of the Interior

18th and C. Streets, N.W.
Washington, D.C. 20240 *!

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encl osed youwill find thefollowi ng nomnation forns:

o"'"Canridge:  Honer Lovell House (local; addition t o MY
-"Greenfield: Leavitt-Hovey House (national)

""Lowel I : Wrcester House (local)

ANorth Adans: St. Joseph's School

Al'l have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Oaners were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the neeting andwere
afforded the opportunitytocoment. Comnments received t odate areattached
to thenomnation forns.

Pease be aware that the owners of the Honer Lovell House i n Canbridge and

of St. Joseph's School i nNorth Adans have recently conpleted certified
rehabilitations. They have requested expedited review of their respective
nomnations tosecure listing before theend of 1983. Please | et ne knowas
soon as possible i f this cannot be achieved.

Sincerely,

G_*:\ndace Je
Director, rvation Planner

CI/ 1k

cc: Elizabeth Hengen
Brian Pfieffer

N 198



