
FORM B - B U I L D I N G Y)P 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston 

IQ Area no. Form no. 

130-D 

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of form 
Photo number 

R o l l 30 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

1. Town Worcester 

Address ^1 Pleasant Street 

Name Horatio Tower House 

Present use Funeral serv ice 

Present owner George Sessions & Sons 

3. Description: 

Date ca . 1848-1850 

Source c i t y d i r e c t o r i e s 

Style I t a l i a n a t e 

Architect unknown 

Exterior wall fabric aluminum 

Outbuildings (describe) none 

Other features Nearly square f loorplan , 
entry with Corinthian columns, win-
dow caps with carved consoles, mod-
i l l i o n e d comice 1 conservatory 
easts ide of house. 

Altered s i d i n g 

Moved no 

Date 1970s 

Date 

^ ^ ^ . Assessor ' s Book 3i P«30i 
5. Lot size: j ^ ^ ^ ^^^^ s q . f t . 

One acre or less X 

Approximate frontage 

Over one acre 

87* 

Approximate distance of building from street 

20 ' 

•6. Recorded by D. L a t i n o , ed . B . R . P f e i f f e 

OrganizationWorc. Her i tage Pres . Soc. 

Date January 1978 

(over) 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) Horation N. Tower 

Origiaal use residence 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates funera l serv ice ( c a . 1925 to present) 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation 
Agricultural Education Religion 
Architectural X Exploration/ Science/ 
The Arts settlement invention 
Commerce , Industry Social/ 
Communication Military humanitarian 
Community development X Political Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

One of the best examples of Italianate architecture in Worcester, 
the Horatio Tower House is a two-storey frame structure, set on a 
rock-faced granite foundation and enclosed by a low, hip roof. The 
building is nearly square in plan with a small one-storey bay 
(former conservatory?) centered on its east wall. The house's facade 
(south) is symmetrical with a center entry (with fanlight), Corin­
thian porch, oversized first-storey windows, window caps on carved 
(acanthus) consoles, corner pilastersn and entablature/cornice with 
dentils and modillions. East and north elevations of the house are 
finished with Similar details. In contrast to the more flamboyant 
stuccO-covered Italianate villas of the 1850s, the Horatio Tower 

• House is more academic in its use of classical detail. In addition, 
the house's plan and pilasters retain elements of local Greek Revival 
architecture, particularly the many hip-roofed houses designed by 
Elias Carter between ca 1829 and ca 18ii'5. Of the large n\imber of 
Greek Revival and Italianate style mansions built along Pleasant, 
Chestnut and Elm Streets during the West side's early development 
(I83OS-I85OS), the Tower House , a^ione, remains intact. 

, , The house's f i r s t owner and occupsmt until 1881, Horatio Tower, 
was a prominent local builder. Around 1824, Tower worked as an appren­
tice to Captain Lewis Bigelow during the construction of the old town 
hall (now demolished). In 1827» Tower worked with Zenas Studley in 
constructing an addition to the First Baptist Society Church on Salem 
street (now demolished). Additional buildings constructed by Tower 
with va^ng partners included Antiquarian Hall, the Old Court House, 
the Depot of the Boston and Worcester Railroad on Front Street (I835). 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

Worcester Historical Society. Piographical f i l e , (Emmeline Tower 
obit.). 

Rowland, H. The Heart of the Commonwealth. (I850), p.66. 
Lincoln, W. History of Worcester. (1862). p. 370. 
Wall, C. Reminiscences... pp. 156, 283, 292, & 293. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 
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Form No: 
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Property Name Jioratio Tower House 

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below. 

9 . H i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e 

sui a d d i t i o n t o the Depot a f t e r moving i t t o a new s i t e (1839» w i t h 
T i l l e y Raymond), and the B . & . W . R a i l r o a d ' s f i r s t engine house ( w i t h 
T i l l e y Raymond and S . D . H a r d i n g ) , a l l o f the f o r e g o i n g have s ince 
been demolished. The most we l l -known b u i l d i n g cons t ruc ted by Tower 
i s Mechanic 's H a l l , 321 Main S t r e e t , o f which he was super in tendant 
i n the e a r l y 1850s. A c c o r d i n g t o the o b i t u a r y o f Tower's w i f e , the 
house a t 71 Pleasant S t r e e t was b u i l t by Tower, a l though the b u i l d ­
i n g ' s a r c h i t e c t i s no t ment ioned . I n a d d i t i o n t o h i s c o n t r u c t i o n 
work, Tower was a d i r e c t o r o f the People ' s Mutua l F i r e Insurance 
Company i n 1847. I n 1884, l o c a l d i r e c t o r i e s l i s t Tower as "removed 
t o New Canaan, C o n n e c t i c u t . " From 1882 i n t o the t w e n t i e t h c e n t u r y , 
the house was owned and occupied by D r . A l b e r t Wood. 

Staple to I n v e n t o r y form at b o t t om 
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&iAr nYAABt/^ mi ^ if 

\ ^ ^gia^AM^ PP^^^^"^ S^BAUA/TPP-I i ^ - ^ Y i ^ ^ -

r r ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ j . ^ U i V i } - - ^ " ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ BRANCH CHIEF 

S s / * ^ ^ Cjay^iA^J^-y-ty- i / s y ' j C . ' C ^ U J > - C ( -^e. £ « . C A . 3 ) N , ">ve-^'=/ L ^ J l x U J '• K E E P E R 

<ALiJijupAyy^ rd ft b 'CSO -ti (c^j^cAj^l -^^PtX^-k^ '\!Mocd^ 

HU -t.lt>o n ) ^ <3o- 1̂:5/:) f -^.V^U^ -^^^t ^T''^^ S A ) " ' ' 
^ 3:̂2/?a ;€E*'o«r TITS c~!  

National Register Write-up Send-back 1 Entered ^ 5 tOQn 
Federal Register Entry ') .%\ Re-submit 

United States Department of the Interior - Heritaqe Conservation and Recreation Service 







Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304 


