FORM B - BUILDING Y)P

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

Roll 30

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

(over)

30M-5-77

IQ Area no. Form no.
130-D
1 Town Wor cest er
Address "1 Pl easant Street

p‘|>

Nane  Horatio Tower House

Present use Funeral service

Present owner George Sessions & Sons

. Description:

Date ca. 1848-1850

Source city directories
Style Italianate
Architect unknown

Exterior wall fabric aluminum

Outbuildings (describe) none

Other features Nearly square floorplan,

entry with Corinthian columns, win-
dow caps with carved consoles, mod-
illioned comice 1 conservatory
eastside of house.

Altered siding Dae 1970s

Moved no Date
Lot size: A\$§\essor/\§/\§ook i?l P«30i

Oeacreor less X QOve one acre

Approximate frontage g7

Approximate distance of building from street
20'

Recorded by D. Latino, ed. B.R.Pfeiffe

OrganizationWorc. Heritage Pres. Soc.

Date January 1978



7. Original owner (if knom) Horation N. Tower
Origiaal use residence
Subseguent uses (if any) and dates funeral service (ca. 1925 to present)

8 Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
APLH x  ESpreHeTon SRR

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce : Industry Social/
Communiceation Military humanitarian
Community development X Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

(e of the best exanples of Italianate architecturein \Wrcester,
the Horatio Tower House | s a two-storey frame structure, set on a
rock-faced granite foundation and enclosed by a low hip roof. The
building i snearly square inplan wth a small one-storey bay
former conservatory?) centered on itseast wall. The house's facade
south) i s symetrical with a center entry (wth fanlight), Corin-
thian porch, oversized first-storey w ndows, w ndow caps on carved
éaca_nt us) consoles, corner pilastersn and entablature/cornicewth
entils and nmodillions. East and north elevations of the house are
finished with Sim/|ar details. In contrast to the nore flanboyant
stuccO covered Italianate villas of the 1850s, the Horatio Tower
« House i snore academc initsuse of classical detail. Inaddition,
the house's plan and FI |l asters retain elenents of |ocal Geek Revival
architecture, particularly the nany hip-roofed houses designed by
Elias Carter between ca 1829 and ca 18ii'5. 0O the |arge n\inper of
Qeek Revival and Italianate style mansions built al ongC;I Pl easant,
Chestnut and Hm Streets during the Wst side's early devel oprment
(18305 18505), the Tower House , aione, renmains intact.

s The house's first owner and occupsmi until 1881, Horatio Tower,
was a promnent |ocal builder. Acound 1824, Tower worked as an ap{)ren-
tice to Captain Lewis Bigelow during the construction of the old town
hall (now denolished). In 1827» Tower worked with Zenas Studley in
constructing an additionto the First Baptist Society Church on Sal em
street g\now denol i shed). Additional buildings constructed by Tower
with va™“ng partners included Antiquarian Hall, the dd Court House,
the Depot of the Boston and Wrcester Railroad on Front Street (1835).

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)

VWrcester Historical Society. Piographical file, (Emeline Tower

obit.).
Row and, H The Heart of the Commonweal th. (1850), p.66.
Lincoln, W History of Wrcester. (1862). p. 370.

Wall, C Remniscences... pp. 156, 283, 292, & 293.



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Community: Fom No:

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSON Worcester 130-D
Office of the Secretary, Boston

Property NareJioratio Tower House

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.

9. Historical significance

sui addition to the Depot after moving it to a new site (1839» with
Tilley Raymond), and the B.& .W.Railroad's first engine house (with
Tilley Raymond and S.D.Harding), all of the foregoing have since
been demolished. The most well-known building constructed by Tower
Is Mechanic's Hall, 321 Main Street, of which he was superintendant
in the early 1850s. According to the obituary of Tower's wife, the
house at 71 Pleasant Street was built by Tower, although the build-
ing's architect is not mentioned. In addition to his contruction
work, Tower was a director of the People's Mutual Fire Insurance
Company in 1847. In 1884, local directories list Tower as "removed
to New Canaan, Connecticut.”" From 1882 in to the twentieth century,
the house was owned and occupied by Dr. Albert Wood.

Staple to Inventory form at bottOm
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



