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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Goodnight Barn is constructed of limestone blocks which 
now show some discoloration. The blocks are rough cut, 
natural texture with mortar filled in to give the appearance 
of a more finely cut stone. The roof is a medium gable and 
has roofing material of corrugated metal. A pigfon tower is 
affixed to the ridge line at midpoint.

The doors are all made of heavy planking, the loft doors in 
a diagonal plain design, the other doors in a vertical plain 
design. The doors are flat shaped with large stone lintels. 
The loft doors are an exception, being semicircular in shape 
with radiating stone voussoirs and keystones.

Along one side and end facade tie bars were put in to 
stabilize the masonry. Livestock entry doors on the same 
facade were boarded up and are no longer in use. rn
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STATEMENT-OP SIGWFICANCE

The Goodnight Barn is all that remains of the Goodnight Ranch, 
established inpueblo County in 1869, by Charles Goodnight. 
The town of Goodnight, also in pueblo county, was named for 
him in 1874. Mr. Goodnight is famous for cattle drives from 
his ranch in Texas north to Colorado along the Goodnight Trail 
His last trail herd is known to have reached Colorado in 1875 
and numbered approximately 20,000 cattle. Goodnight died in 
1929.

The Barn is the remaining symbol of Goodnight's famous Rock 
Canyon Ranch and was constructed by his hands in 1871. The 
Rock Canyon Ranch was the 2nd ranch established by Goodnight 
in Colorado. His first ranch was established in 1070 north 
east of Trinidad at the head of the Apishapa Canyont^ This 
second ranch was established in 10CO.- /3~u.

Goodnight was the first to set up an extensive cattle ranching 
industry in the state. His cattle trails to the rail heads 
were followed by smaller ranchers on their drives. The same 
routes serviced the other pioneer traffic which followed the 
cattlemen.



Charles Goodnight : Cowman & Plainsman, J. Evett Haley 

State inventory Files, Perry Eberhart 1973
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
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evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
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