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DESCR PTI QN .

Dat e ca. 1770-1800
Sour ce architectural detail
jv..(~ ~-nn Gnreat MeaWow
10 AR Style transitional Georgian-Federal
Architect unknown
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Exterior wall fabric clapboard
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OQutbuildings early 20th century garage

=.7i"0 ) ) )
Major alterations (with dates)

rear el | added ca. 1910

Moved no Dat e

Approx. acreage 3.80
UM 19/ 315080/ 4637770
Recorded by Leslie C Abernathy, | || Setting 30 feet fromroad; gable
Organi zation Rehoboth Histo ical Conunission  _ond toFairviewAvenue® *ural context

Date April 1976; revised 1981
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ARH TECTURA. S GNH GANCE  (Describe inportant architectural features and
evaluate i nterns of other buildingswthin thecomunity.)

The Peck-Bowen House, a small vernacular cottage, sits atthe intersection of
Fairview Avenue and Pond Lily Avenue, anunpaved road, which formerly |l edto Peck's
mlling conplex i nthe 18th and 19th centuries. | tisafine local exanple of a
smal | andnodest five-bay center chimey cottage, a common form of Rehoboth hone-
steads of themd tolate 18th century. Thethree fireplaces and mantels are ,
particularly well preserved, although the hearth i nthe keeping roomi s newbrick.

Off center cupboards i nthe plastered wall above each fireplace, andbeaded chairrails

(Continued)
HSTORCAL SANHCANE (Explain therole owlers played i nlocal or state
history and how thebuildingrelates tothe devel opnent of the community.)

Little isknow about the history of this house. |t nay have been built by a menber
of the Peck fam |y which owned andoperated aniron forge nearby on the Pal mer River
in theearly 18thcentury, andlater, a sawandgristmll. TheWeeler famly, who
owed land i nthis area andwere also involved i nthemill operation, i s another
possibility.

In the 18th and 19th centuries, this nust have been a very busy intersection. At
the time of the Revolution there were at |east tworesidences off Pond Lily Avenue
as well as Peck's Forge andt he Peck-VWeeler Sawm|l. Thepond for the latter was
not far from this house. By 1850, a turning shop anda store were also located in
the sane vicinity (Walling 1850). 1 n 1871 (Walling) and 1895 (Everts and Richards)
it was owned by All en Bowen who was probably a nenber of he same Bowen family that
owned property across Fairview Avenue (#102) from 1818 t oca. 1900.

Nl G3RAPHY and/ or REFERENCES (nane of publication, author, date and publisher)

Ev-erts and Richards. Atlas of Bristol County, 1895.
Walling, H F. NMp of Rehoboth, 1850.
Walling, H F Map of Rehoboth, 1871.
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INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET Ccninunity: Fom No:

MASSAQUETTS HISTORICAL CONMISSON

Office of the Secretary, Boston Rehoboth 90

Property Name: Peck-Bowen House

Indicate each item on inventory form which is being continued below.
Architectural Significance (Continued)

and nmopboards areal loriginal. Access t oa snoke chanber between the chi mey
flues i sthrough adoor i nthe center entrance hall. | n1910, the house was
enlarged byanel | at therear anda staircase installed i nthecorner of the
house. Floor boards onthe second floor show that there may have formerly been a
staircase or ladder i n the front corner of the keeping room Theattic, now two
rooms and a hall, was reworked sormetime after 1910, with the addition of newpl aster
walls andwood flooring. Thecellar plan under the main structure i sunusual; i t
hugs the west and south sides of the chimey base and does not extend t ot he south
sill line. Theexterior proportions of the house, which are unaltered except for
the rear el | and arear entrance, andthe quality of interior detail preservation,
make this house animportant record of Rehoboth's vernacular architectural develop-
ment i nthelate 18thcentury, qualifying i tunder criterion Cof the National

Regi ster of Historic Places individually.

Staple tolnventory form at bottom
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