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1. Name of Property

historic name Church Street School

other names/site number Nut lev Museum

2. Location

street & number 65 Church Street

city or town Nut ley Township

Q not for publication 

D vicinity

state New Jersey code 034 county Essex code 013 zip code 07110'

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this H nomination 
D request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 
H meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significant 
D nationally D statewide (3 Iqcally^P See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Signature of certifying orficial/Tttle Date
Assistant/ Commissioner for Natural & Historic Resources/DSHPO
State of Federal/agency and bureau

In my opin|on/the property D meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. (D See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.}'

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification
I hereb^ertify that the property is:

lM entered in the National Register. 
D See continuation sheet.

Q determined eligible for the 
National Register 

D See continuation sheet.
D determined not eligible for the 

National Register.
D removed from the National 

Register.

D other, (explain:) ________



Church Street School 

Name of Property

Essex Co., NJ
County and State

5. Classification
Ownership of Property
(Check as many boxes as apply)

E private 
D public-local 
D public-State 
D public-Federal

Category of Property
(Check only one box)

H building(s) 
D district 
D site 
D structure 
D object

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing 

1

0

0

0

1

Noncontributing 

0

0

0

0

0

buildings

sites

structures

objects

Total

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A _______________

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

EDUCATION/school

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION and CULTURE/museum 

SOCIAL/meeting hall

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Italianate

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions) 

foundation brick______ 

walls brick_______

roof slate

other brownstone

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Church Street School 
Name of Property

Essex Co., NJ
County and State

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property
0.68 Orange Quad

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

! |1 ,8 | |5 |6 ,0 |9 ,2 ,0 | |4 ,4 |5 ,7 |3 ,4 ,0 
Zone Easting Northing

2 ___ I

Zone Easting

4 [_J_I I I i I I l

Northing

D See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description
(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Fred Van Steen

organization Nutley Historical Society

street & number 401 Passaic Avenue

city or town Nut ley______________

March 6, 1995

__ telephone (201) 667-5239 

state NJ_____ zip Code 07110

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name Township of Nutley_____________________________________________

Street & number Kennedy Drive

city or town Nutley state

tslsphnns (201) 284-4951

___ zip code 07110NJ

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is. estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.



Church Street School 

Name of Property

Essex Co., NJ
County and State

8. Statement of Significance
Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property 
for National Register listing.)

S A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history.

D B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past.

ID C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction.

D D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

NACriteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

D A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes.

D B removed from its original location.

D C a birthplace or grave.

D D a cemetery.

D E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

D F a commemorative property.

D G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years.

'Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Education

Period of Significance
1875 - 1926

Significant Dates
1875

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A_______

Architect/Builder

Unknown_____

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
Bibilography
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): NA

D preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested 

D previously listed in the National Register 
D previously determined eligible by the National

Register
D designated a National Historic Landmark 
D recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey

#___________' 
D recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record # _________________

Primary location of additional data:

D State Historic Preservation Office 
D Other State agency 
D Federal agency 
D Local government 
D University 
B Other

Name of repository: 
Nutley Museum



NPS Form 10-900-a 
(8-86)

OMB Approval No. 1024-CO18

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page-I

RECEIV£D -413

JUL25B95

INTERAGENCY^E^QURCESWVtSION

SECTION 7 DESCRIPTION

GENERAL

The Church Street School (now the Nutley Museum) is a two story 
brick building with partially exposed basement, of rectangular 
plan, measuring 31'-3" wide by 50'-9" long. The front (shorter 
side) faces Church Street. (Photos #1,#2,#3)

This building is constructed of red brick, in common bond with 
yellow or buff brick used as decorative accent. The water table 
and window sills are of brownstone. Two interior end brick 
chimneys are located in the rear wall of the building. The roofing 
material is grey slate.(Photo #4)

This is a restrained example of italianate style where the 
designer used ornamentation sparingly in order to create a visual 
identification. The result has been elegant, simple, and well 
proportioned with an inviting appearance. The interior spaces have 
a clear and straightforward organization. (Photos #13 and'#14)

Even though the building has had interior work done as repairs or 
updating, the spatial elements (organization) and details still 
remain unchanged. Examples of this "visible" updating are the 
fiberboard ceiling in the second floor, updating of plumbing 
(kitchen area), and new piping runs related to the installation of 
radiators. (Photo #14)

The building is in generally fair condition as a result of 
adequate maintenance over the years. Some problem spots have 
developed due to the natural aging process of the building 
materials. The main areas of concern are those related to thermal 
and moisture protection. The slate roof has exceeded its useful 
life expectancy. The deterioration and cracking of the slates has 
lead to water penetration and the resultant interior damage.

~ "r
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STYLE, ELEMENTS

Stylistically, this building is associated with the Italianate 
style. The symmetrical composition and the formal balance is 
accentuated by the treatment of the eaves, windows and entrance.

The windows of the first and second floor are tall and narrow, 
sash type, nine over nine glazing with stone sills and topped in a 
segmental brick arch. The hooded crown is achieved through two 
courses of rowlock yellow brick at the top with ten courses each 
side. (Photos #5 and

The entrance opening is also defined by a segmental arch but, in 
this case, the hood alternates the use of yellow and red brick, 
these portruding as dentils, and a third row arranged to create an 
edge (full headers). (Photo #10)

The front facade is symmetrically defined by full height brick 
piers that blend with the stepped brickwork below the trim in the 
gable.

The attic ventilation opening is a louvered window with a hooded 
full arch and stone sill. The cornice at the gable end is returned 
with a pair of brackets at each end. (Photo #3)

ENTRANCE

The entrance to the building is elevated, featuring a platform 
landing seven steps high. Judging from period photographs, this 
platform apparently replaced a smaller platform with wood railing 
sometime after 1945. The entrance is composed of a single four 
panel door with glass double pane transom. (Photo #9)

A photograph from the twenties shows an enclosed entrance (steps 
and platform) that shows clearly to have been an addition dictated 
by the educational activities carried in the building.
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TOWER

The tower is a dominant element in the composition of the 
building, is square in plan with a hipped roof. The eaves at all 
four sides are gable ended with brackets at the corners. Each side 
of the tower has two narrow paired windows with arched tops. 
(Photos #7 and #8)

EAVES, SIDE FACADE

The overhanging eaves are supported by paired brackets at the end 
of each pier. The stepped brickwork at the front under the cornice 
is continued at the side facades.

Below the water table the basement windows also feature segmented 
arches, without hoods, with one course of full headers.

REAR FACADE

The rear facade is partially obscured by the addition of the annex 
in 1922. (Photo #6)

STRUCTURE

Structurally the building is composed of exterior load bearing 
walls, resting upon stone foundations walls, with a central row of 
columns in the north-south axis (long side) supporting the floor 
structure of the second floor. These columns rest on a 8" x 12" 
wooden girder at basement level atop of a load bearing wall that 
divides the basement in two. The second floor has no columns. The 
roof structure spans wall to wall.

ELECTRICAL -SYSTEM

The electrical wiring has been upgraded through time, evidenced by 
the progression of wiring materials, e.g. knob and tube, fabric
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sheathed, metallic sheathed, and modern romex non-metallic 
sheathed. Although the knob and tube wiring is still in place, it 
appears to have been taken out of use.

MECHANICAL SYSTEM

Original heat distribution appears to have been a gravity 
convection system evidenced by the existence of supply and return 
grills on the walls in the first and second floors, with the 
cavity spaces in the walls acting as plenums for the "movement of 
the air.

An upgrading of the system brought the installation of a steam 
heating system with radiators, still in use.

PLUMBING

Evidence of older galvanized plumbing can still be seen. 
Apparently, most of the piping has been upgraded to copper.

There are two toilet rooms in the building at the basement level 
with stalls for water closets and urinals, most likely the 
location of the original toilet room. It is evident the fixtures 
have been replaced and a second room may have been added on the 
second floor.
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SECTION 8 SIGNIFICANCE

The Church Street School, built in 1875 and now the home of the 
Nutley Museum, is a good example of the vernacular Italianate 
brick masonry that achieved a polychrome effect through the use 
of buff-colored brick for the exterior trim. This was a popular 
treatment for small commercial and public buildings from the 
1870's until after 1900 in such cities as New Brunswick and Perth 
Amboy. It reflected an important technological advance in the 
brickmaking industry, and the Church Street School is one of the 
earliest dated examples of this practice. Although the school 
began as a typical rural school, it ended its career as the site 
of a new experiment in education in Nutley when it housed the 
Nutley Pre-Vocational School as a means to provide a practical 
education to the less academically gifted child. The school 
meets criterion A for its local significance to the evolution of 
public education, and criterion C for its architectural 
significance.

This school is the oldest surviving school building in Nutley. 
Its high visibility due to its relationship with the surroundings 
has remained virtually unchanged. (The exception is the addition 
attached to the rear facade in 1921.) While successive schools 
in town were larger in scale as a response to the rapidly growing 
community at the turn of the century, this building , with its 
scale, size, and present presence, is a document, a testimony of 
the starting point of the expansion of the educational 
institutions in the area. Its location, style, stately 
appearance, and contrast with the residential buildings of the 
street has made it a familiar sight in town, a landmark in the 
way it is perceived, and the only remaining institutional 
building of 19th century Nutley.

At the time of construction in 1875 there were only two small 
wooden school buildings in the Nutley area, each serving one half 
of the town, then called Franklin. The present structure 
replaced one of these buildings after it was destroyed by fire 
the previous year.^ That same year, 1874, also marked the 
creation and chartering of Franklin, formed by the separation of 
the northern part of Belleville.2 This separation was prompted 
by a desire of the citizens of North Belleville for a more 
equitable distribution of tax money and the need to become 
independent of a governing body in Belleville that was not 
sympathetic to their needs.3 This need for independence 
extended to the educational concerns as evident by the new town's 
action to immediately erect a prominent structure that would also
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be suitable to serve the needs of an anticipated growth in 
community and school population. By this single act the new 
community showed that it could manage its own affairs, raise 
taxes, assume mortgages, and pay of indebtedness, and that it 
would single out education as an important priorit'y.

The history of the school has its origins on May 28, 1857 when 
the land was purchased by the Franklin District of Belleville 
from Henry Stager for $220.4 Since the property was land-locked, 
the deed provided for a 12-foot access from John Street (now 
Prospect Street) across Henry Stager's property. The access 
strip is now expanded into Church Street which accounts for the 
name Church Street School. The description of the original 
property as recorded in the 1857 deed remains intact in 1995.

A small frame building was built circa 1857 on the property and 
destroyed by fire in 1874. The building was replaced in 1875 
with a two story Italian Renaissance brick building that remains 
virtually unchanged today.5 Mr. William Wilbert became principal 
upon the reopening of the school, followed by W.S. Applegate in 
1879, and Gertrude Broadbent in 1884. A school newspaper was 
started in 1875 called the Franklin Star.9

Little else is known of the early history of this school except 
for a listing of the school enrollment in 1891 of 113 pupils 
served by two teachers. The tabulation which follows indicates 
that by 1891 the school operated as a graded school.

Hiss Gertrude Broadbent
A Primary 24 pupils 
B Primary 14 
Junior 23

Miss Ira J. Alword
B Grammar 40 pupils 
Middle 12

Since the floor plan of the building consisted of one large room 
and an office on each floor, apparently each teacher was assigned 
a floor. Miss Broadbent resided in a home adjacent to the school 
property at the southeast corner of Prospect and Church Street. Q

In 1894, according to Frank Speer, town historian, a mortgage in 
the amount of $8000 held by Samuel Hopper was paid off, 
indicating that Franklin was able to raise sufficient taxes to 
pay off its indebtedness.9 This is of particular interest since 
in 1894 a much larger school building (Park School) was 
completed. This resulted in the closing of the Church Street 
School and the transferring of the children to the new school
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building.10 However, the growing school enrollment caused the 
school to be reopened- in September 1895 for a kindergarten class 
of 42 pupils, Kate C. Lambert, teacher, and a first grade of 48 
pupils, Gertrude Broadbent, teacher.n The Board of Education 
debated on adding four rooms in 190O due to increased 
overcrowding in the schools^ but in 19Q2 a new elementary school 
(Yantacaw) was constructed instead.13 The Church Street School 
continued operation until 1907 when an addition was made to Park 
School and the kindergarten and first grades were transferred to 
this building.14 As the school lay idle it was listed in the 
1908 Board of Education report as having a total value of 
$6000-15 By 1910 the growing school enrollment required the 
building to be reopened with a third grade overflow-ig In 1911 
another new elementary school (Washington) was opened which 
caused the Church Street School to again be closed.17 In 1912 
the Board debated selling the property, but this action was never 
carried out.13

In 1914 the building took on a new educational and social 
responsibility by becoming the site of a Pre-Vocational School.ig 
In this school boys were enrolled that did not attend the regular 
school and were provided education and training that emphasized 
manual arts. The girls' program was housed at another location.

The NJ Vocational School Law, Chapter 294, passed by the 1913 
Legislature, allowed for the establishment of separate schools 
for industrial or manual training and for financial aid from the 
State.20 Under this law 38 vocational schools were organized in 
the state by 1915-21 The vocational school with a normal 
entrance age of 14 paralleled the four year high school in point 
of a9e -22 However, Nutley took advantage of the new law by 
opening a pre-vocational school for boys in the 6th and 7th 
grades and allowing them to transfer to the Essex County 
Vocational School to complete their studies. The creation of a 
pre-vocational school was unique since in 1916 only four towns, 
Nutley, Perth Amboy, Englewood, and Hoboken supported such an 
endeavor-23

The introduction of this program in Nutley was the response to a 
question raised in the Annual Report of the Nutley Public Schools 
which asked: "What shall we provide in the way of profitable 
employment and wholesome recreation for our boys and girls? The 
so called bad boy or wayward girl is not so at heart; but has 
become so through parental and social neglect." The importance 
of this new school is highlighted by the following comment made 
in the January 1915 Educational Bulletin of the State Department
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of Public Schools: "The Board of Education has organized under 
the manual training law two valuable experiments in prevocational 
work, one for boys and one for girls. The boys work in an old 
school building which they have remodeled to meet their needs. 
They are put through a round of experiences which consists of 
considerable carpentry, brick laying, furniture repairing, 
electrical wiring, growing of plants, cement work, and a little 
forging. The boys are also encouraged to do repair work for 
their neighbors. From the proceeds of the repair and 
construction work is deducted the cost of material and the 
balance is retained by the boys who performed the work. The boys 
are encouraged to deposit their money in the local bank and may 
not withdraw their savings without the approval of the manual 
training teacher." During the months of November, December and 
January, they deposited ;$126.24 from their earnings in the 
bank.24

This program was of such success that on March 6, 1916, a new 
experiment was inaugurated which opened the school on Saturdays 
with teachers volunteering their services. Also under 
consideration was keeping the school open 48 weeks in the year 
"to direct the efforts and activities of the boys along wholesome 
and practical lines".

During the years of World War I the boys of the Pre-Vocational 
School turned out articles of use for the Red Cross and other war 
purposes demonstrating an active part in doing patriotic work for 
the war effort.25

In 192O-21 the enrollment of the pre-vocational school was 34 
pupils with an additional 240 boys being accommodated on a part- 
time basis from the sixth grade through high school classes. 
Once a week the boys from the elementary schools would spend a 
part of their day being trained in manual arts. Fifteen to 
twenty woodworking benches were located on each floor; one 
original bench remains as an important artifact in the museum.25 
An expected 50% increase in the enrollment of the pre-vocational 
school in 1921-22 necessitated the addition of an annex at the 
rear of the building which was constructed by the boys under the 
supervision of the teachers. Besides the regular manual training 
classes, the school provided work on the engine lathe, . wood 
lathe, forge, and sheet metal work. The Nutley Board of 
Education report states that "the physical side of the boys was 
not neglected by having their own teams in baseball, football, 
track, etc., and providing social activities, as these activities 
seem to be the only social activities the boys have".27 This is
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an indication that the Church Street School did its utmost to 
meet the complete needs of a group of boys that perhaps did not 
always fit into the society of the times.

Concern of the boys being crowded out of their own shop by boys 
from the other schools taking woodworking classes at the Church 
Street School prompted the need to locate woodworking classes in 
each of the elementary schools. 23 This then enabled the pre- 
vocational course to be extended to the 8th year with the 
issuance of a certificate on the basis of having completed a 
manual arts course. The name Pre-Vocational School was also 
dropped at the request of the Board of Education and in the 1926 
Nutley directory it is listed as the Nutley Trade School. 29 At 
the end of the 1926-27 school year the school was closed. The 
valuation of the property was listed as Land $3000, Building 
$20,0000, and Equipment, $3000-30

The property lay idle and subject to the ravages of time until 
February 1947 when it was leased to the Nutley Historical Society 
as the site for the Nutley Museum. 3^ This organization, which 
was chartered in March, 1945, took on the responsibility of 
refurbishing the entire building and converting the annex into a 
5 room apartment for the caretakers. It was officially dedicated 
as the Nutley Museum on September 26, 1954-32 The first floor is 
currently used as a meeting hall for the Society and other 
organizations. The second floor houses the Ann A. Troy Gallery 
as the display area of the museum, the Alice J. Bickers Memorial 
Library, and the museum office. The basement is used for storage 
of museum artifacts not on current display.

In November 1974, the Nutley Planning Board debated a proposal 
to permit the addition of a 2-1/2 story wing to the building for 
the relocation of the Nutley Public Library to the museum site. 33 
Strong opposition from the Nutley Historical Society and 
concerned citizens helped to prevent the conversion of the 
building into a modern library facility, and today it remains 
virtually unchanged since its construction in 1875.34 On January 
1, 1995, the ownership of Ithe property was transferred from the 
Nutley Board of Education to the Township of Nutley. The Nutley 
Historical Society continues maintenance of the building and 
operation of the museum under lease with the Township of Nutley.
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The nominated property is the entire parcel of land obtained by 
the Franklin District of the Township of Belleville from, Henry 
Stager on May 28, 1857. The parcel has remained intact since its 
purchase and used exclusively for educational purposes until 
1926.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated property known as 65 Church Street, Nutley, Essex 
County, is designated on the Town of Nutley tax maps as Block 
169, Lot 21.



NFS FOOT) 10-900-a 
(8-86)

OMS AftprmttNo. 7024-00 78

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

Section number Page

Church Street School 
Essex, NJ

vQ



NP8 Form 1»«X>« 0MB Apprm* Ho.

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet

, .. Church Street School
Section number ^not:os Page _Ji—— Essex c., NJ

PHOTOGRAPHS

Date of Photographs: February 24, 1995
Photographer: Fred Van Steen
Location of Negatives: Nutley Historical Society

Description of view / Direction of Camera:

1) School & environs - SE
2) School & environs - SW
3) Front elevation
4) Front & side elevations - SW
5) Side elevation - E
6) Rear elevation - N
7) Cupola & air vent detail - S
8) Cupola detail - SW
9) Front door & window detail - S

10) Front door detail - S
11) Side window detail - W
12) Stairway to second floor - W
13) First floor - S
14) First floor - N
15) Second floor - S
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