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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (i1f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Perkins property consists of a two-story house, log cabin
and small garage. It is situated on two acres of land settTed
in 1870 by oneof the two founders of Colfax, James A. Perkins.
The other man was T. J. Smith. ' “

The house, including porches and balconies, measures about

50' X 60' and has five rooms downstairs and four upstairs, plus
a bathroom on each floor. There is no finished attic and the
basement contains only two small fruit rooms with dirt floors.
(what, in the midwest, is referred to as a "Michigan basement")

The exterior of the house, as well as the inside, appear to be
exactly as when built in the mid-1880's. Both are very ornate
and bespeak a Victorian elegance.

Inside are found rooms with 12' high ceilings, several of which
appear to have the original wall coverings. Downstairs, there
is a parlour, living room with a large fireplace, dining room,
kitchen and bath. Upstairs, are four large bedrooms with a
bathroom. A broad stairway with a wide balustrade leads from
the first floor to the second and arises in a wide hall or
vestibule.

Hardware on the doors, including the hinges, are of brass and
very ornate.

Behind the house is a log cabin and shed combination which
measures about 30' X 25'. The log cabin has been covered with
siding which has served to preserve the structure. The logs
appear to be very sound. Attached to the back of the cabin is
a shed which appears to have been built about 1920 and served
as a full storage area. The two structures have a roof in
common.

A small frame garage (15' X 20') on the north side of the
property completed the structures on this site.

The eastern and northern margins of the property are bounded
by a low stone fence which at one time was surmounted by ornate
cast iron grillwork. A small portion of this metal work has
been preserved by the present owner.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Perkins property was settled
one of the two original founders or-the&+6wn of Colfax and i
was Perkins who built the first house in Colfax. It is stated
by the old families in Colfax that the log cabin on the Perkins
property was built in 1870 and is that first house. The main
house was built in the mid-1880's and is a rare remnant of a
period of elegance in early western American History. As the
log cabin and house have undergone little modification since
they were constructed, they constitute valuable historic
treasures which warrant preservation.

In addition to Mr. Perkins' position as a founder of Colfax,
the County seat of Whitman County, it is the architecture of
the residence and the original log cabin which possess the
significance of this historic resource. Each side of the house
has a balcony and features certain details in the woodwork
which are unique to each side of the building, thus presenting
a different appearance from each view. One of the particularly
distinctive features is the method of simulating masonry corner
From a distance, it is easy to mistake this framé structure

for brick construction. The eaves are decorated with a simple
wooden loop design-while gable cornices feature a step pattern
with elaborate scroll work supports. Windows have rounded
corners and at one time had inside shutters. Inside, the

house features sliding doors, arched doorways, twelve-foot
ceilings, transoms of different colored glass, and careful
detailing of the woodwork. The one obvious change to the
interior is the modernization of the fireplace front.

Mr. Perkins played a founding role in the development of this
farming community some 60 miles south of present Spokane.
Settlement in Colfax was, in fact, prior to that of Spokane.

Perkins was one of a relatively small group of men to initially
try farming in the Palouse Country of Eastern Washington. The
Palouse soon proved to possess one of the richest soils in the
world, comparing favorably with sections of China which have
been productive for hundreds of years. Later, James Perkins
engaged in banking and commerce in Colfax which grew to be the
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hub of the surrounding agricultural region. He was one of the
leading citizens in that city and his home was the center of
social activity well before the turn of the century.
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