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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL {IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Wittiam ColLeman house is Located on the southeast cotner of the junction

0f Missound Avenue and Figth Street, sharing the intersection with the William K.
Kos Memorial Library (1902) on the nonth east corner, the PowellL County Count-
house on the northwest corner, and the Lutheran Church on the southwest cornef.

The Coleman house occupies a plot 120 x 96 feet and has no view restrictions
except for ash, native elm, box elder and cut-Lead birch trees growing on the
~grounds. The east and south property Lines are fenced with ornamental iron work.
Oniginally a private resdidence, the Coleman house presently houses income producing
apartments. '

The Coteman house 4is a detached 2% story Queen Anne structure with a steeply
pitched gable noof. The gorm of the house L8 much Less gragmented than earlien
Queen Anne structurnes, and 45 generally rectangular. 145 massing is interwupted
only by the single story profecting verandah that wraps around the nonth and
west sdde of the house, a two story bay (to the northwest) that dramatically
Anterupts the glow of the porch and 48 capped by a prominant pedimented gable,
and two Large brick pilasitered chimneys placed diagonally across ghom each
othen on either sdde of the noof nidge. Compositionally, then, the building
plays o44 sweeping hordizontals against sporatic sthong vertical features. The
"L" shaped porch Line enphasizes the §inst §Loon division; Long narrow courses of
Roman biick assert the second story Living space; and the broad expanse of the
uninterupted rnoof ridge (the same height as the two story elevation below) maiks
the thirnd honizontal zone. 1In opposition to this horizontal "nepose", the two
stony projecting bay and pedimented dormer, the pronounced gable of the roof,
and Zthe strongly stated brick chimneys tie down the gorm vertically. The colons
used then and now are earth Zones--phedominately the tan of the Roman brick
and reddish-brown of the shingles and wood trim,

The superstructure nests on a 55 x 28 foot goundation. Footings were Laid
and a 24 inch Zhick native stone gfoundation was buwilt. The foundation extends
4 geet below ground Level and 4 feet above grade. Bases for a three-flue and two-
§Lue chimney were provided. A brick §irewall and center support bisects the basement
grom nornth to south. The quality of these supports is attested to by the fact that
no window or door 45 out of plumb. Rough-sawn 2 x 12 inch §Loor jodsts are used
on akl gLoors. The wall construction utilizes a palfoon frame0f rough-sawn 2 x 4's--
the Longest studs running 24 ¢t Lengths. The balloon ghame 4s sheathed on the
exterion with 2 x 6 Ainch tongue and ghoove boards, then gaced with tan strnetcher
cowrses o4 Roman brick. On the interion, Zhe studs received wood Lath and Lime
plasten.,

SIGNIFICANT EXTERIOR QUEEN ANNE FEATURES

Noteworthy Queen Anne geatures Lin the Coleman house Lie principally in the
paneled chimneys (which assent themselves in an uninterupted Line grom foundation
to rnoogline), the steep and prominent gables (celebrating a myiiad of Queen Anne
motigs within the woodwork of Zhe pediments)* Zhe encircling porch (highlighted
by spindled ornament), the profecting Liwing room bay (sef off by stained gldss
transoms), and handeragted baick work contrasted with cut shingles.



mNg 10 400¢ |
v 10 74' ' ) :

i UN!ILI) STAIES DEPARIMIENT OF THE lN1tRlOR
' ms: : NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

JATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES

llNVEN TORY -- NOMINATION FORM

__CONTINUATION SHEET v TEMNUMBER 7 | page |

" EXTERIOR ALTERATIONS

r . N
Paired, raised panezﬁed golden oak doors WLIh stained gﬁaAA insents manh the ma&n
entrance to the nonth of the house; it is placed off-center (in tgp&caﬁ picturesque g
manner) at the ftop of the gront porch steps. The orniginal four sets of wooden steps have
- been replaced with colored concrete and wrought inon handrails. The original porch =
nailing wooden spindlesd have been framed-in and covered with asbestos tile. The wooden
spindle "screens' remain on the upper section of the porch, however, as do the Zuined
columns and gan-brackets. The rear section of the ponﬁh which 4s Lntenupted by
the Livingroom bay on the southwest side, has been replaced by an enclosed porch with
an aluminum storm door added. AfLuminum sforum windows F&eva&ﬁ throughout, to cut energy
Loss. The original wooden roof shingles have been replaced with a color-matehing John
Mansville nigid, Lifetime, gire-resistent shingle. An enclosed stairway has been added .
to the south end of the house to reach the 2nd and 31d loor rental spaces ; these spaces
were foumerly reached through the 1st §loon kitchen servants' stairwway.  An opening
at the south 2nd §Loor Level was necessary to accomodate the appended enclosed staiway.
. The oriyinal rearn servants' stains are intact and are AL wsable. One additional
entry through the goundation has been made on the east side (nonth of center). It is
. covered and enclosed with a whought {ron fence and gatk which 45 sensative in design
. to the ozthern wnoughz diron used on the property. 3 ; e S

o ALTERATIONS --GENERAL , _ . R ‘
‘ The combination steam and waum it heat&ng pﬂant WhLQh waé 6ound aKmOAI begond
‘Repair, has been replaced by an efficient all steqm. Zow-pneébune system, “The Large _;-’
cwarm adin ducts have been temoved and the gloor ghat&ngé neplaces by matehing oak: | -

©glooning. The heating boiler has been relfocated o make use 0§ the insdide chimney- and. -

v %o avodd possible brick damage caused by contact of cold brick with hatwral gas. The

. ‘basement Loon has been covered with concrete, creating usable Living space. M0¢t '
" 0f the ceilings have been heplastered, and 40 wall receptacles have been wired in --
- there being just one orniginal neceptacﬂe when hestoration was begun in 1946. The
wiring has been updated and properly fused. Five more §ull or hald baths have been .
 added to the single oniginal one on the 2nd 6£oon The ch&mneyé have been capped and
 Lined.

~ SIGNIFICANT INTERIOR FEATURES

Cr - —————— R

The doubLe oak doors entered 044 the gront porch mark the entry into the medieval
"Living . hatl". A vestibule provides a trhansitional space begore entering the £iving
hall circulation space; the vestibule is secwred by a second set of godden oak doons,
with Large clearn glass panels outlined by Beveled edges. A siained glass Zransom Ls
inghamed above the doors; an oak panel with a series of "Ne&@&eﬂd pies" &ntemueneb

i

Lo, am.
o0 mone speipic description in the "éiaiemeni 06‘5tg§+¢t¢¢)é§gnL6&gance @ﬂ this 4o

-y
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" between a terminating ogee cornice. Varlations of this doo& gonmat are ma&nta&ned

th&oughout the house. Brass gixtures are used throughout. The inside golden oak =~ . .
woodwork is gound in abundance on ald window and door jambs, staiwelds, baseboards, and
§Loorns. The oak was milled, pre-cut and shipped to Deer Lodge grom a millwonks in Wisconsin.
In addition there are at Least 15 examples of multi-cofonred, Lead camed stained glass.
windows; this interion ensemble attests to the Victornian desinre Io bkend an auvay of
sumptuous materials, textures and colons. 1 - ,

One As yreeted bysmonumental oak staiwell in theJK&u¢ng hatk., A sculptunal newel
post swumounted by a carved ELizabethan acorn motif begins the run of panelled and
spindled steps Leading to the second §Loon sleeping chamberns. The underside of the

"4 second aun of steps utilizes rhaised paneled coffering.. From Lthis Living hall circulation

area, easy access is gained to the ample interion spacks distrnibuted according Zo a
free and open plan (see enclosed gLoor plans). Beneath the stairwell is a panelled -+
doon Reading to the basement. Another single door Keadé 044 the hatl (to the south)

. Anto the musuc room. But the majorn cirewlation glow L8 ordented through a s4ix foot

oak sLiding double doorn into the parlLor (orn with-drawing room). Two adjodning

double hung windows (sharing a single sitained glass thansom) provides a view out .to Zhe
§ront porch. A carved oak mantel with imported brown tike {nsets frame a coak burning
fineplace on the west wall of the palor. A six foot sliding doubLe door Leads to

the Living room, This doon has been completely nemoved. The Livinghgom space has a
profecting polyyonal bay which interupts the porch Lines on the exterdiorn. Access to

" the ponch, however, may be gained by either of two daons. The oak §ramed doans (om .
. edthen sdide of zthe bay) use 75 small clear glass panes (each fowr inches square)”set in

‘brass cames. There 4is a grosted etched glass tramsom over each door. Thete are two = .
“naow one-over-one windows on eithen side of a Large gixed plate glass window that ZQIA
An sunkight on the west wall projecting bay. The Large center window has a stained =
glass transom inset with clear bevelled glass. Two swinging oak doors Lead to the . =~ . v
‘dining hoom on the south wall; these have been nemoved and a é&ngﬁe oak doon has. B
" been installed. o i

The dining room (now a bedroom) has oak Wainscoting three feet high. The bu&ﬂi—inl
6 x 7 goot oak china closet has been moved to the south wall of the orniginal musdc room .
which now serves as the dining space. The gront porch originally continued along the
west wall of the dining room, but was removed prior to 1946. The porch has been replaced,
glazed and roofed. - ‘ ‘

As mentioned, the music room (Located to the eaéi o4 the Living hoom) has been
converted to a dining room. A doorway has been cut through the south wall Zo gain
access to the kitchen. , : : i

The kitchen 4is sXiL Located off the servants' AIR&AWdy (which has been AI%&Lthened)
to the south of the building and makes use o4 an origipal outside doon on the south walk.

- The kitchen has been made all electric and haA added 4pace to the southwest 50& a pantny
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' - The Kitchen ceiling has been Lowered Ihnee geet but ddne Ain Auch a manner as iv be

revensable. .
The mastern bedroom Ls Located on the second §Loon meediateﬂy to the nighi 06 Ihe

Living hatl stairns. The staiwell is Lit by one-over-one stained glass windows with
central clear glass insents. The bedroom extends across the north wall of the 2nd
goon and steps out onto an open baleony now enclosed with glass. A half bath has been
installed in the oniginal clothes closet. The west waﬂﬂ has a fineplace of rosewood and
imponted blue tile ALL of the woodwork on the 2nd §loon is pine and 45 presently painted.
The yLoons are of s04t wood. -

The center bedroom on the east side of the Znd §Loor has had a door added on the
south wall making the adjoining bathrooms more accessable. This second ﬁkooﬂ bathroom
has been completely modernized. | , . '

The chamber on the poutheast corner o4 the house was oaiginalﬂylthé maid's bedroom
and was entered easily from the rear servanis' biﬂ&ﬂb This room presently serves as
a kitchen. ' ,

The second §Loon west bedroom (Likely serving Coleman's daughtern and son-in-tLaw),
- ondginally had a doorway adfjoining the master bedroom. This doo& has been*;eaﬂed and
this noom now functions as a 2nd §Loorn Living room. _ . ;o

: The second §Loor southwest bedroom has been enﬂanged by nemoving the waﬁﬁ between 7 ffl_
. it and the Long hallway. A clothes closet has been moved grom the south waﬁz EreR the .
\nonth wall. The maple goor border haA been heplaced -and a Zauato&y added Io th&é bedﬁoom

- . The attic space is now entered via an added “ericLosed Azaxnway and has; been cdnuehied '
;'Lnto apartment space. 1t is heated by the basement -stedm plant, but is othewise.quite .
independent of the house. 1t oniginally had exposed ceiling rafterns (until 1946} and
probably served as a storeage area. It has Lits own eﬁect&&caﬁ cireadits and 6uAeA ¢ Two

non-wuiginal stained glass windows have been added. ‘ o

PR .

Hence, while several changes have taken pﬂace WLtth this sthucture to effectively
- ne-use At as  Aincome property, ithe changes have been nekatively minon in scope and
generally reversable. The structure 8L Largely functions 4in a domestic eapacity
and 414 immediately recognizable Queen Anne 6eatuneb have ‘not been compromised bg the
changes initiated since 1946.

C e —————
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The William Coleman flouse in Deer Lodge, Montana portrays the general desire
0f duccessful businessmen of the Last quarter of the nineteenth-century o
constuct a stately yet comfortable home. Such a structure as the Coleman house
was intended to make a significant architectural statement which would acknowledge
Lhe ownen's elevated station in Eife. The Coleman house, today as then, makes
that architectuwral statement. |

Constructed in 1892, by architects Ameryne and Thori, the Coleman House
embodies zthe distinctive characteristics of the English manoriak style (on Norman
Shaw Queen Anne) ushered into this country in 1874 by H.H. Richardson's Watts
Sherman House in Newport, Rhode Island. The ample intérion spaces and dramatic
extertion geatures speak equally to the V.ictorian concertns gon Leisure ingormality
and social amenity. This functional duakism between comfort and sociak cusfom . -
was enthusiastically exploited in Jueen Anne structures, and contributes to making
the style popular among prosperous bankers, businessmen and physicians in small
towns across the country. Wiklkiam Coleman, a prosperows businessman, recognized
the prestige element inherent in owning a Large Queen Anne home in the centen 04
Zown.

William CokLeman was boan at Genmantown, Ohio, where he attended school until
March, 1864. He then enlisted in the 131st Ohio infantry in the War Between the
States, but was sent home agter being wounded. After his recovery, he Learned the
thade of blacksmith, and started West in Apnil, 1866; he arived at Alder Gulch
and Virginia City in July of that year. Aften prospecting gor gokd at several
places in the territony, he spent some time at Bannack before moving on to Last
Chance Gulch diggings at Helena, where he was among the §inst men to success fully
work the main channel of the Creek. He nemained in Helena until being injured
An a mine accident, and upon recovering, sold his holdings in July, 1871 and came
to Deer Lodge, Montana. ' '

Once settled in Deer Lodge, Wikliam Coleman became an active member og the
community. Among his many activities he was a member of the Deen Lodge F.ire
Department 4in 1875, and (with the aid of his son, Joseph) brought the §inst

. gravity watern system to Deer Lodge. M. Coleman, while maintaining small mining
Anterests such as ghubstaking, was to realize his majon economic success in the
gield of merchandizing. 1In October of 1871, he purchased a stock of goods and
opened a general meichandise establishment under the name of William Coleman and
Company. This building stikL nemains on the main street of Deer Lodge. The
4tore was Later converted into a specialty business selling notions, jewelny,
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hbdaewane, cosmetics, confections, select ghoceries. As the buA&neAA ghew, At nequbted
-the services of a jeweﬂen and watch maker; Joseph Muleahy ﬁ&ﬂﬂed Ih&é pOALI&Oﬂ and '
Later became Mr. Coleman's son-in-Law.

In 1887, in pwusuing his desire gor a home, Mn Coleman acqu&&ed Kotb I and 2 of
block 16 4in Ihe ordiginal township of Deen Lodge grom the E.L. Bonnern Company. By 1§91
this property was added to; Coleman purchased the adfoining Lok 3 and the nonth 6 {eet
of Lot 4 grom Petern Lansing, a Local nesident. Laten in 1891, he contracted with the
gum Ameryrno and Thord, architects of St. Paul and West Supe&&oa Wisconsin, to bu&ﬁd
the home which now étandé ‘

M. and Mrs. Coleman Lived one block §rom the new home construction site and kept =~
a close watch on the builders. No drawings on prints aré available, but 20 pages of
specigications rhefering to oniginal material, costs and quality are preserved in fho
house. Witliam and Lucy Coleman moved into the commodius structure WLth the Muleahy's An 189Z.
Alice Muleahy survived her parents and husband, and in July, 1946, sold the home o
Nimod Fee, who adapted the Coleman house %o rental aparttments and gamily Living spaces.
In 1974 Zhe house became the property of the pneAent owners, Mas. Lavada Fee, wige, .
and Dennis Meﬂﬁang, grandson. -

; Today, the Coleman house remains a fine. exampﬁe 06 a éubéianILaZ ﬂnee standing
Queen Anne domestic structure that, despite £Lts adapitive re-use as an apartment compZQx
netains Ats stylistic integrnity. A generous porch embraces the house in: typ&caﬂ
Victonian manner--underlining the period's concern f0A interacting with nature. Th&b
pictunesque feature 44 defined compositionally by horizontal bands of Lattice. Wosk _
below,and spindle "screens" above -- both popular JapaneAe negderences gound in zyeen L
Anne work. Othen significant design featines on the porch entry, alone,.present a = = -

m of exotic histornical associations sought agten as part of Victordian QCKQCILCLAM o
' ooéiéh honseshoe arch nises abeve the entry stairns, Jacobedn pendant drops assert DT
theméeﬂueA at the crown 0§ the arch, classical qu&ﬂt&onb Lend support Lo a ped&ment thch g
encﬁo&eA Japanese-inspired sun rays and Ap&nd@e an(vheeﬂ moXLgs . .

Further elements place this structure giumly WAih&ﬂ the 19th centu&y Engﬁ&bh manon
house tradition. The separation of variows structuwral Layers by changes 4n textune, '
materials and colorn is maintained in the Coleman house, principally in the use of
cut shingles and molded brick decorative accents.  The concern for expressed craft
techn&que (popularized by the English aesthetic movzment) Ais demonsthated, henre, pa&t&cuﬂa&ﬂy,
wedd in the medieval-style brick pilastered chimneys' decorative metal work swumounting
‘the steeply pitched gothic noof, the abundance of stained glass, and Ihe qua[&ty interdion
‘woodwork celebrated especially in the medievakl K&u&ng hazk

- Hence the Coleman house maintains today, as in 1892, the destinctive characteristics !
04 a substantial Queen Anne domestic structures As the onky well-preserved Victorian
home Legt in Deer Lodge, and the suvrounding area, the Wikliam Coleman House 44 suitably

,Eocaied on the same corner as the 1902 WL££4am K. KohnA Memoa&az L&b&aﬂg--aﬁéo seeking
National Register designation. : ‘















