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The Spirit Lake Public Library was built in 1912 with funds 
provided through the Carnegie Foundation.

The building is small (approximately 55' x 40V) with the 
stack area at the rear being of slightly narrower width than the 
circulation/reading room areas. The building has an iron-frame 
structural system. Exterior walls are veneered with a hard brick 
from C. Neil and Sons of Sioux City, with stone trim. Like most 
small libaries of the period, this building has a main floor above 
a raised basement. The roof is a shallow hip, with shingles re 
placing an original tile covering.

The principal facade is a tripartite composition, with very 
slightly projecting center frontispiece. Windows (on all eleva 
tions) are tall and rectilinear, topped with transom panels, and 
in most instances are grouped in threes beneath narrow drip 
moldings. The main entrance (reached by a flight of brick steps) 
features a large, Tudor-arched transom panel above a 6-panelled 
door framed by sidelights, and is set within a rectilinear frame 
of stone. Above the entrance is a stone panel, molded at top and 
bottom and extending the full width of the frontispiece, in which 
are incised the words "Carnegie library". The upper edges of the 
frontispiece feature engaged stone "pillars" topped with ball 
finials, and the whole is topped with a stone coping on the parapet,

The basement is effectively screened by bushes that hide small 
windows.

The interior of the main floor is quite open, with the various 
functional areas demarked simply by square, fluted posts with caps, 
that support exposed beams, all of varnished oak. In the original 
arrangement, the circulation desk was directly opposite the main 
entrance and vestibule, with a reading room to either side. In 
the present arrangement, the U-shaped delivery desk is in the orig 
inal south reading room, oriented perpendicularly to the main axis 
of the building. The stack area (originally and now) extends 
across the rear of the building. Original wooden bookstacks have 
been augmented with modern metal fixtures.
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The Spirit Lake Public Library is a representative example 
of a small town library affecting a late-medieval or Tudor style. 
The design is simple and uncluttered, with detail well-integrated 
and restrained. The building displays nice proportions, and suf 
ficient vertical emphasis (through the center frontispiece and the 
tall windows) to offset the basically low, horizontal scale of the 
overall form. The interior is fairly well preserved, although 
there has been some rearrangement of functions (moving the delivery 
desk from its central location has caused alteration of traditional 
traffic patterns). On the whole, this building is a good represen 
tative of Iowa's small town libraries, as identified through the 
Division's architectural and historical survey of this building 
type.

The history of the Spirit Lake Public Libary is very typical. 
In 1901, the local Civic Improvement Association (made up of 
women from the community) established a "Rest Room" and library 
in a rented commercial block, with early collections supplied 
through the state Traveling Library system. A referendum in 
1904 provided public support for a community library, and also 
made the town eligible for a Carnegie grant, which" was made the- 
following year. Lack of a suitable lot delayed construction 
until 1911. The building was dedicated 24 September
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