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The Superior Courthouse and B a r t l e t t Mall are located on Newburyport's h i s t o r i c High 
Street east of the Market Square area of the c i t y . The Mall i s bounded by High 
Street, Pond Street, Greenleaf Street and Auburn Street. The Courthouse, located on 
the northern side of the Mall, fronts High Street and abuts the Frog Pond to the rear. 
The Frog Pond was created by a small detached iceberg formed and deposited during 
the g l a c i a l period and today i s a natural, spring-:^d body of water which remains 
p r a c t i c a l l y unchanged from i t s o r i g i n a l shape. 

Since the late 17th century the Mall area has been and continues to be one of New­
buryport 's major public spaces. The Mall interrupts the parade of stately houses on 
High Street and signals the a r r i v a l of the downtown area. 

At the beginning of the 18th century the pond and surrounding land were used for 
grazing purposes and there were only a few houses i n the v i c i n i t ^ ^ . During the follow­
ing decades the area took on increasing importance i n the community and several other 
buildings, including a ropewalk (for winding cordage to r i g Newburyport ships), a 
windmill, hay scales, and a powder house, were constructed on the "common land," as 
i t was called. Eventually these buildings crowded together with no apparent plan or 
care, and the area around the Frog Pond became one of Newburyport's eyesores. At the 
beginning of the 19th century. Captain Edmund B a r t l e t t and several other public-spir­
i t e d citizens began improvements to the common land by removing the unsightly buildings 
and planting trees. Soon the area was transformed i n t o a lush l i n e of greenery and 
the promenade to the east of the Frog Pond was named i n B a r t l e t t ' s honor. 

The B a r t l e t t Mall continued to be used for the public good, and i n 1891 i t s appearance 
was again enhanced with the addition of a 30-foot swan-shaped fountain i n the middle 
of the pond. The fountain was presented as a g i f t to the c i t y by Edward S. Mosely. 

The park-like atmosphere created by the Mall's f a c e l i f t i n 1800 provided a perfect 
setting for the new Courthouse which was b u i l t to replace the Court and Town House 
o r i g i n a l l y on what i s now Water Street. The famous Boston Architect Charles Bulfinch 
was selected to design the building which was completed i n 1805. Originally the front 
facade consisted of an open portico on the ground level with graceful columns supporting 
the upper story. The building was capped by a pediment which was surmounted by a 
classical female figure holding the scales of Justice. 

In 1853 the Courthouse was substantially altered when the brick arches i n front were 
f i l l e d i n and the figure of Justice removed. The o r i g i n a l roof was replaced, and 
heavy cornices and brackets were added. 'The rear of the building retains the o r i g i n a l 
Bulfinch design: the f i r s t f l o o r windows have recessed arches, and the second fl o o r 
windows have keystone l i n t e l s t y p i c a l of Bulfinch. On top of the building are c y l i n ­
d r i c a l stacks with projecting f l a t caps. They are known as Emerson ejectors and were 
commonly i n s t a l l e d i n Newburyport structures during the 1840's and '50's as the most 
progressive method of v e n t i l a t i o n . Four brick chimneys pierce the ridge roof and 
another rises from the foundation above the roof on the outside of the south elevation. 

Horizontal banding i n granite separates the floors on the south side, while on the 
remaining elevations the di v i s i o n i s achieved through the use of brick headers. On 
either end of the Courthouse i s a recessed ogee arch extending from the base of the 
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building into the gable. An oculus i s set beneath the apex of the arch. The windows 
on the north facade, l i k e those on the south, have 12/12 sash. They d i f f e r , however, 
in the use of the s l i g h t l y arched brick l i n t e l s . The main doorway also distinguishes 
the north from the south sides with i t s heavy, rusticated columns and bracketed cap­
i t a l s supporting an arched pediment. 

In 1973 the exterior of the Courthouse was renovated. Bricks were restored, the slate 
roof was r e l a i n , and the building was waterproofed. Many of the o r i g i n a l features of 
the i n t e r i o r remain, including the second f l o o r courtroom with many of i t s early 
benches and chairs. 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The B a r t l e t t Mall i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an area which has been an i n t e g r a l part of the 
community for three centuries and as the location of one of the works of New England's 
most famous architect. 

The B a r t l e t t Mall i s perhaps the most s i g n i f i c a n t public space i n Newburyport because 
of i t s proximity to the downtown area and i t s b e a u t i f u l park-like environment. Through­
out the 18th century a number of important buildings were located i n the area: a 
ropewalk for the manufacture of rigging , a powder house where tea was stored i n 1775 
i n protest of taxation, and a building for the production of saltpetre for gunpowder 
used i n the Revolutionary War. Many well-known d i g n i t a r i e s , such as Lafayette, were 
greeted i n ceremonies on the Mall, and today the Mall i s the scene of the Yankee 
Homecoming celebration and Colonial musters and parades. 

The Courthouse i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the work of architect Charles Bulfinch. Although 
the main facade has been altered, the south facade retains i t s Bulfinch design. 
The building has served as a courthouse and meetinghouse throughout i t s history, 
and today i t continues to serve as a superior courthouse f a c i l i t y from A p r i l through 
June. During August an a r t exhibition i s held inside the Courthouse, and various 
c i v i c and community meetings are conducted there. Through the years many noteworthy 
attorneys have argued cases i n the Courthouse, among them, Daniel Webster and Caleb 
Cushing. Also of inte r e s t i s the Court's law l i b r a r y which contains legal opinions 
from 1833. 
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The Superior Courthouse stands on the B a r t l e t t Mall which i s bounded by High Street, 
Auburn Street, Greenleaf Street, and Pond Street. 
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Missing Core Documentation 

Property Name 
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Nomination Form 
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_USGS Map 







P A U L GUZZ I 

March 23, 1976 

Mr. Charles Herrington 
Chief, Registration 
National Register 
National Park Service 
U.S. Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Charles: 

Enclosed please f i n d three nomination forms for the following properties: 

1. Gloucester, Beauport 
2. Newburyport, Superior Courthouse and B a r t l e t t Mall 
3. Springfield, McKnight D i s t r i c t 

O r i g i nally submitted as the B a r t l e t t Mall Historic D i s t r i c t , the Newburyport 
nomination was returned on October 17, 1975, with the suggestion that the 
Courthouse be nominated separately. The amended Courthouse and Mall nomina­
t i o n was voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board on January 13, 1976, and we 
now resubmit i t for your consideration. 

The other two properties have also been voted e l i g i b l e by the Massachusetts 
H i s t o r i c a l Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by the State 
Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R. Amadon. 

Sincerely yours. 

Patricia L. Weslowski 
Survey Director 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

PLW/mw 
Enclosures 
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5. ( l o c a t i o n ) : Bounded by High, Pond, Auburn, and Greenleaf Sts. 


