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DESCR BETHE PRESENT AND (R G NAL (IF KNOAR)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE

The Superior Courthouse and Bartlett Mall are |located on Newburyport's historic High
Street east of theMarket Square area of thecity. The Mall i s bounded by High
Street, Pond Street, Greenleaf Street and Auburn Street. The Courthouse, located on
the northern side of theMall, fronts High Street and abuts theFrog Pond t ot herear.
The Frog Pond was created by a small detached iceberg formed and deposited during

the glacial period and today i sa natural, spring-:*d body of water which remains
practically unchanged fromits original shape.

Since thelate 17th century theMall area has been and continues t obe one of New
buryport's major public spaces. The Mall interrupts theparade of stately houses on
High Street and signals thearrival of thedowntown area.

At thebeginning of the 18th century t he pond and surrounding | and were used for
grazing purposes and there were only a fewhouses i nthevicinit®, During the follow-
ing decades thearea took on increasing inmportance i nt hecomunity and several other
buildings, including a ropewal k (for winding cordage torig Newburyport ships), a
windmi |1, hay scales, and a powder house, were constructed on t he "conmon |and," as

it was called. Eventually these buildings crowded together with no apparent plan or
care, and t hearea around t heFrog Pond became one of Newburyport's eyesores. At the
beginning of the 19th century. Captain Ednund Bartlett and several other public-spir-
ited citizens began inprovements t ot hecommon |and by removing t heunsightly buildings
and planting trees. Soon thearea was transformedinto a lush line of greenery and

the promenade t ot heeast of theFrog Pond was naned i nBartlett's honor.

The Bartlett Mall continuedt obe used for thepublic good, and i n1891its appearance
was again enhanced with theaddition of a 30-foot swan-shaped fountain i nt hem ddle
of thepond. The fountain was presented as a gift tothecity by Edward S Mosely.

The park-like atnmosphere created by theMall's facelift i n1800 provided a perfect
setting for t henew Courthouse which was built toreplacetheCourt and Town House
originally on what i snow Water Street. The fanmous Boston Architect Charles Bulfinch
was selected todesign thebuilding which was completed i n1805. Originally the front
facade consisted of an open portico on t heground level with graceful colums supporting
the upper story. The building was capped by a pedi ment which was surnmounted by a
classical female figure holding thescales of Justice.

In 1853 t he Courthouse was substantially altered when thebrick arches i nfront were
filled i nand thefigure of Justice renoved. The original roof was replaced, and
heavy cornices and brackets were added. 'The rear of thebuilding retains theoriginal
Bul finch design: thefirst floor windows have recessed arches, and t hesecond floor

wi ndows have keystone lintels typical of Bulfinch. O topof thebuilding are cylin-
drical stacks with projecting flat caps. They are known as Emerson ejectors and were
commonly installed in Newburyport structures during the 1840's and '50's as t he nost
progressive nethod of ventilation. Four brick chimeys pierce theridge roof and
another rises fromthefoundation above t heroof on t heoutside of thesouth elevation.

Horizontal banding i ngranite separates thefloors on thesouth side, while on the
remai ning elevations thedivision i sachieved through t heuse of brick headers.
either end of t heCourthouse i sa recessed ogee arch extending fromt hebase of the
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building into thegable. An oculus i sset beneath t heapex of thearch. The w ndows
on thenorth facade, like those on thesouth, have 12/12 sash. They differ, however,

in theuse of theslightly arched brick lintels. The main doorway also distinguishes
the north from thesouth sides with it sheavy, rusticated colums and bracketed cap-
itals supporting an arched pedi ment.

In 1973 t heexterior of t heCourthouse was renovated. Bricks were restored, theslate
roof was relain, and thebuilding was waterproofed. My of theoriginal features of

the interior remain, including thesecond floor courtroom with many of it searly
benches and chairs.
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The Bartlett Mall i ssignificant as an area which has been an integral part of the
community for three centuries and as thelocation of one of t heworks of New England's
nost fanous architect.

The Bartlett Mall i sperhaps thenost significant public space i n Newburyport because
of its proximty tothedowtown area and its beautiful park-1ike environment. Through-
out the 18th century a nunber of i mportant buildings were located i nthearea: a
ropewal k for t hemanufacture of rigging, a powder house where teawas stored i n 1775
in protest of taxation, and a building for t heproduction of saltpetre for gunpowder
used i ntheRevol utionaryWar. Many well-known dignitaries, such as Lafayette, were
greeted i nceremonies on theMall, and today t heMall i sthescene of theYankee
Homecomng cel ebration and Col oni al nusters and parades.

The Courthouse i ssignificant as thework of architect Charles Bulfinch. Although
the main facade has been altered, thesouth facade retains its Bulfinch design.

The building has served as a courthouse and neetinghouse throughout its history,

and today it continues t oserve as a superior courthouse facility fromApril through
June. During August an art exhibition i sheld inside theCourthouse, andvarious
civic and conmunity nmeetings areconducted there. Through theyears many noteworthy
attorneys have argued cases i nthe Courthouse, anong them Daniel Webster and Cal eb
Cushing. Also of interest i stheCourt's lawlibrary which contains legal opinions
from1833.
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The Superior Courthouse stands ontheBartlett Mall which i s bounded by High Street,
Auburn Street, Greenleaf Street, and Pond Street.
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Missing Core Documentation

Property Name County, State Reference Number
Superior Courthouse and Essex, 76000280
Bartlett Malll Massachusetts

The following Core Documentation is missing from this entry:

Nomination Form
X _Photographs (#2)

~_USGS Map
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March 23, 1976

M. Charles Herrington

Chi ef, Registration

National Register

National Park Service

US Departnent of the Interior
Washi ngton, DC 20240

Dear Charles:
Encl osed please find three nomnation forms for thefollowing properties:

1. Gl oucester, Beauport
2. Newburyport, Superior Courthouse and Bartlett Mall
3. Springfield, MKnight District

Originally submtted as theBartlett Mall Historic District, the Newburyport
nom nation was returned on October 17, 1975, with t hesuggestion that t he
Courthouse be nom nated separately. The amended Courthouse and Mall noni na-
tion was voted eligible by theState Review Board on January 13, 1976, and we
now resubmt i tfor your consideration.

The other two properties have also been voted eligible by t he Massachusetts
Historical Commission (State Review Board) and have been signed by t he State
Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth R Anadon.

Sincerely yours.

Patricia L. Wesl owski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Conm ssion

A\V¥/mv
Encl osures












5. (location): Bounded by High, Pond, Auburn, and Greenleaf Sts.



