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The Tradesman T s National Bank Building is a ten-story office 
building on the northwest corner of Main and Broadway, measuring 
60 T x 90'. The structure's architectural design is a modified Sullivan* 
esque with an Italian Ionic influence. The building's facade, typical 
of Sullivanesque, is divided into three distinct sections. The 
first two levels form the base of the structure, with rusticated 
limestone blocks forming a strong visual impression. The lower 
two levels, which are separated from the upper levels by a belt course, 
feature symmetrically arranged windows, pilasters,- and rusticated 
stone lintels. The entire section is an excellent example of using 
design for visual strength.

The middle section consist£ of seven levels, marked...only by 
vertically aligned windows grouped in symmetrically arranged patterns. 
In contrast to the lower and upper levels, the stone on the middle 
level is not rusticated. Typical of Sullivanesque styling, the 
upper section consists of a projecting eave, floral and sunburst 
designs, dentil moulding, and ornate exposed beams under the eaves.

The entire facade is in near-original condition. The only 
change has been replacing original wooden window sashes with smoked- 
glass panels. Otherwise, the exterior stonework is in excellent 
condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Constructed-in 1921, the Tradesman's National Bank Building 
is one of Oklahoma City's most strikingly designed office structures 
The product of an era when subtle detailing and variation were 
necessary design components, the structure stands in stark contrast 
with the modern-convention'halls arid"plazas-"rising in'the urban 
renewal district.' This architectural'and"environ'menta'l value "'"" 
makes the old bank building worthy of National Register status.

From 1907 to 1912 Oklahoma City enjoyed a period of booming 
prosperity, spawning construction of new buildings and the creation 
of new businesses. One of those new enterprises was the Tradesman's 
National Bank. Despite the recession of 1913-1915, the young 
bank expanded. With new deposits from a war-time economy, the 
bank's directors in 1920 elected .to build a new structure to house 
their business. . .

After purchasing a lot on the northwest corner of Main and 
Broadway, which was the location of Oklahoma City's first permanent 
Post Office, the directors solicited design plans-. The selection 
was a plan for a ten-story Sullivanesque office building with a 
delicate influence of Italian Ionic architectural features. The 
planned design called for a building divided into three horizontal 
sections, each distinct from the others. The first level, consisting 
of the first two floors, featured pilasters, symmetrically arranged 
.window bays, and rusticated stone work. The middle section, in 
contrast, was seven-floors of flush limestone with no trace of 
ornamentation. Despite this austerity, the middle section provided 
subtle variety in the arrangement of vertically aligned windows. 
The upper section provided the greatest sense of detail, with a 
projecting eave, exposed ornamental beams, floral motifs, and dentil 
moulding. The combination of a visually strong base, an austere 
but stark middle section, and a highly detailed upper level made 
the building one of the most unique structures in Oklahoma City.

The Tradesman's National Bank remained in the structure until 
1949, when the financial institution was consolodated with the 
First National Bank. At that time, First National sold the building 
to City National Bank, which had been in Oklahoma City since 
1903. City National remained in the building until 1971, when

(cont.)
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it was sold to a property management corporation. Today, the 
building is occuppied on the first floor by Frontier Federal 
Savings and Loan, while the upper floors house a varietyof - 
businesses and professionals.

Fortunately for residents of Oklahoma City, the Tradesman's 
National Bank Building was spared frorn^the holocaust of urban 
renewal, which levelled every building^to the east, south, and 
southwest. Today, after several attempts at urban reconstruction, 
the building is bordered on the east by the Santa Fe Plaza, a 
modern structure with little ornamentation on its concrete facade. 
To the southeast is the Myrial Convention Center, a monolith apparently 
dedicated to the architectural school of unfinished pre-formed 
concrete and box-like design. To the southwest are several blocks 
of cleared lots, awaiting the long-promised Myrial Gardens. With 
its location on the northern and eastern edge of the urban renewal 
district, the Tradesman's National Bank Building stands like an 
architectural gem among rough-cut monuments of concrete. This 
environmental and architectural value makes the building worthy of 
listing on the National Register of Historic Places,
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northwest corner of the building. Then proceed 100 T north through the 
parking lot to a point parallel with the north side of the building. 
Then proceed east 80' along the north face of the building to the curb 
on Broadway, which is 10' beyond the northeast corner of the 
building. Then proceed south 100 ! to the original point of departure.
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Tradesman's National Bank Building 
101 N. Broadway 
Oklahoma County 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma

The building adjacent to the north side of the Tradesman's National Bank 
Building was constructed at a much later date, and is in no way a part 
of the Tradesman's National Bank Building.


