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The concrete residence is a 2-story struetude, T-shaped in plan, with very
strong horizontal features, wide, heavily projecting cornices. The plan
has 'flowing' spaces.

The entrance portico has 4 square columns supporting the projecting platform
of the terrace above. To accentuate horizontality the entrance is accessible
from 2 sides of the portico, not the center.

The low hipped roof does not end at the wall but projects dramatically
beyond necessity on the lateral ends of the structure, to the edge of
the terrace underneath.

The openings are also 'horizontal' - extended windows with wooden sash
(persiennes) are used throughout.

Horizontality is further accentuated by a decorative mosaic along the cornices
and is used for the decoration of columns and the exterior terrace walls and
thekoncrete gate or low wall.

The exterior of the entire house is white studco.

The garden has a protective concrete and iron fencing and must have contained
very lush vegetation. It is now overgrown, and the gigantic concrete vases
contain the only surviving plants.

The building is in quite deteriorated condition - the windows are boarded
where there must have been glass or louvers. Mirrors, tiles, and mosaic
are damaged, and the wood work of floors, roofs and doors is decaying,
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BUILDER/ARCHITECT

Antonin Nechodoma

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Roig house was designed by Antonin Nechodeoma anqﬁuﬁt in 1920
for Agripino Roig, a prominent family of the area of Humacao. It was
inhabited by the Roig famihy until 1960's.

Casa Roig is one of the rare examples of modern residential architecture
of quality to be found in the Caribbean, and a fast disappearing species

in PUerto Rico.

A graduate of Prague University and the office of Sullivan in Chicago,
Antonin Nechodema, came to live in Puerto Rico in the early 1900's.
Nechodema brought with him the influene of Sullivan, but especially of
He must have been an ardent admirer of Wright*s
since the great m&jority of his structures are most definitely similar
to a variety of Wright's, especially the Prairie house style. Obviously
Nechodema felt them most suitable to the tropical climate. Hisl highly

Frank Lloyd Wright.

original adaptations
Architecture to the island.

of Wright's powerful and unique style re-introduced
Between 1905 and 1928 restdting his death

in a car accident, thiscpralific architect produced hundreds of buildings
for the wealthy of Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic.
was to influence and inspire young architects and train numerous craftsmen.
His designs were living examples of contemporary architecture of the same

level as Europe and North America.

His contribution

The Roig house is one of a handful of his works which remain; for some reason

there

is also hardly any written or graphic material left.

pvsteriously disappeared after his death.

His family

The University of Puerto Rico at Humacao is planning to restore Casa Roig
and use it as a Regional Museum to save it from otherwise inevitable

demolition.
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The Roig house was designed by Antonin Nechodoma and built in 1920 for Agripino
Roig, a prominent family of the Humaco area. It was inhabited by the Roig family
until 1960's. -

Casa Roig is one of the rare examples of modern residential architecture of quality to
be found in the Caribbean, and a fast disappearing species in Puerto Rico.

Antonio Nechodoma was born in the City of Prague, bohemian region of
Czechoslovakia in 1877. He arrived in 1877 in the United States and worked as
contractor in Chicago up to 1905, when he came to Puerto Rico.

Although he didn't work with Frank Lloyd Wright in Chicago he adopted the former's
prairie style and adapted it to the tropical environment.

Obviously Nechodoma felt them most suitable to the tropical climate. His highly
original adaptations of Wright's powerful and unique style re-introduced Architecture
to the island. This prolific architect produced hundreds of buildings for the wealthy
of Puerto Rico and the Dominican Republic. His contribution was to influence and
inspire young architects and train numerous craftsmen. His designs were living
examples of contemporary architecture of the same level as Europe and North

America.

The Roig house is one of a handful of his works which remain; for some reason there
is also hardly any written or graphic material left. His family mysteriously disappeared
after his death.

The University of Puerto Rico at Humacao is planning to restgre Casa Roig and use
it as a Regional Museum to save it from otherwise inevitable demolition.



