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This fomi Is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual ptopertifes iiiij.iliiilll*],i ilI'Mli[j|igl|™)iiiillilfl in How*to Complete the National
Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Y~omijeBS*iSSSNWA in the appropriate box or by entering
the information requested. If any item does not apply to the property being docChiwmdJI*iSp*W7S”or "not applicable." For functions, architectural
classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and sul*gtsgfltlesfrom the instructions. Place additional entries and narrative
items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer, to complete all items.

1. Name of ProDertv

historic name Caoitol Diner (The Diners of Massachusetts MPS)

other names/site number N/A

2. Location

street & number 431 Union Street not for publication

city or town_ Lynn vicinity

state Massachusetts code MA county Essex code 009 ,zip code 01902

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thisfi*nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
ljimeets » does not meet the National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

iD nationally”statewide ¢ locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.) i

anature of certifying official/Title Judith©. McDonough, Executive Director Dat(
f Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

)nal Park Service Certification
I, herafcy certify that this property is:
rentered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» detennined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain):



Capitol Diner
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State __site
_ public-Federal _ structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Twentieth-Century Commercial Architecture:

The Diners of Massachusetts

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCE/TRADE/restaurant

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Other: Rail Car Diner

Narrative Description

Lynn, Essex County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 _building
0 sites
_ structures
_ objects
1 0 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

COMMERCErrRADE/restaurant

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick

walls porcelain enamel
steel

roof metal

other glass block
wood

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Capitol Diner
Name of Property
8. statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made

X0

a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is;
_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

_ B removed from its original location.
_ C a birthplace or grave.
_ D acemetery.
_ E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
_ F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance

within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

previously listed in the National Register

previously determined eligible by the National
Register

designated a National Historic Landmark

recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

Lynn, Essex County, Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture

Commerce

Period of Significance
1928-1949

Significant Dates
N/A

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
N/A

Cultural Affiliation

N/A

Architect/Builder
J. G. Brill Company

Wason Manufacturing Company

Primary location of additional data:

X State Historic Preservation Office
Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
__ Other
Name of repository:
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7. Description

Capitol Diner, 431 Union Street, Lynn (1928, MHC #28) is a fine example of the rail car type of diner in Massachusetts.
J. G. Brill Company manufactured the diner through its Massachusetts subsidiary, Wason Manufacturing Company of
Springfield. The parcel occupied by the Capitol Diner is located adjacent to an elevated section of railroad in the city's
downtown business district, approximately six blocks east of City Hall. About one block southeast of the diner is State
Route 1A, a secondary automobile corridor linking city and town centers on Boston's North Shore. The diner is placed
directly at the sidewalk with its narrow end oriented toward the street. Immediately right (east) of the diner and set back
from the sidewalk is a small yard with a noncontributing stockade fence.

Ten bays long and about three bays across, Capitol Diner has atypical monitor-roof streetcar form. The long band of
clerestory windows survives, though the windows themselves are covered over. Another streetcar feature is the two
entries, here located in the first and last bays of the diner's long elevation. The diner has a high brick foundation with
glass block in the windows. The foundation is believed to date to the 1930s. Exterior walls are clad with galvanized
steel panels painted red, and the roof is clad with sheet metal. The two entries contain replacement wood glazed doors
and are approached by concrete steps. Only the southernmost entry, located adjacent to the sidewalk, is used by the
public. The fabric awning at this entry is a removable alteration that does not compromise the diner's historic character.
Windows contain fixed wood sash. Sighage reads Capitol Diner in Gothic script on both the wall panels of the long
elevation.

Projecting from the diner at the rear (northwest) elevation is a one-story brick wing that appears to date to the 1930s, and
may be contemporary with the diner's raised brick foundation. This wing includes a kitchen. The diner is not attached to
the commercial building immediately to the west (to the left, as viewed from the street), though a narrow space between
the diner and the larger building is currently closed in at the street with corrugated metal sheeting.

On the interior, Capitol Diner has a full-length grill and food prep area, and a full-length counter with staff entrances at
the two ends. The eighteen counter stools are clad in porcelain enamel and have seats upholstered in red vinyl. A brass
footrest connects the stools at the bottom. The countertop incorporates mirrored and clear glass. The steel back bar is a
replacement that probably dates to the renovation of the diner following a fire in 1978. This replacement, however, does
not detract from the diner's historic character. Two-seat tables line the northeast wall of the diner, beneath the windows.
The floor is finished with square tiles that are terracotta in color. Walls and ceiling are clad with replacement white
Formica and displays vamished wood trim. The window openings in the monitor ceiling now incorporate vents.

Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric sites are currently located on the Capitol Diner property, it is possible that sites are present. Three
sites are recorded in the general area (within one mile), some of which were found after Lynn had developed as an urban
center. In general, however, environmental characteristics of the property do not represent locational criteria (slope,
drainage, distance to wetlands) that are favorable for most types of prehistoric sites. Given the above information, the
small size of the lot (1900 square feet), it's location within the city's business district and potential impacts to the
property from the adjacent elevated railroad corridor, the potential for locating significant prehistoric resources on the
nominated property is low.

(continued)



NPS Fomn 10-900-a OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet The Dinersof Massachusetts MPS
Capitol Diner
Section number  7/8 Page 2/1 Lynn (Essex Co.), MA

The potentia for locating significant historic archaeologica resources on the nominated property isaso low. Although a
lunch wagon reportedly occupied the approximate site of the Capitol Diner in 1898, little information survivesindicating
the exact location and form of thisresource. Little archaeologica evidence associated with the lunch wagon may
survive. No earlier historic period resources have been identified for the property which predate 1898. Any resources
that may have been present were a0 likely impacted by railroad construction that may have extended onto the
nominated property.

(end)

8. Satement of Significance

Capitol Diner, 431 Union Street, Lynn (1928, MHC #28) is an important example of rail car-ingpired diner desgn in the
dae. The diner is significant for its associations with Wason Manufacturing Company of Springfield, which produced
monitor-roof diners for the Philaddphia-based Brill Company from 1927 to 1932. Ore of the oldest operating diners
remaining in Massachusetts, and the only operating diner in Lynn, the Capitol Diner dso is significant for its long-term
asociaion with the Fenndl family, who acquired the diner in 1938 and continue to operate the busnesstoday.

Retaining integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship, feeling, and association, the Capitol Diner mests
Criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places a the State and local levels.

A lunch wagon reportedly occupied the gpproximate dte of the Capitol Diner as early as 1898. The diner's trgpezoida
lot was created in 1913, the result of aproject to re-grade the Eagern Division of the Bogon & Maine Railroad asit
pasx=d through Lynn.  City directories show that Emest A. Goodwin ran his lunch cart operation here in 1928, probably
from the existing diner. Goodwin, aLynn resident, aso had aresaurant a 38 Sildbee Stredt, about three blocks northeest
of thisUnion Street site. Starting in 1934, Goodwin's business on this Union Street Site was described incity directories
& "lunch" rather than "lunch cart.” This suggess the diner was more permanently positioned by that time, perhapswith
its present brick foundation and one-story rear wing. The addition is shown on Lynn's Sanborn fire insurance mep for
1938. According to city directories, Raymond Whartons, also aLynn resdent, operated the diner in 1938.

By 1939, George E. Fenndll of Lynn had acquired the diner. He named it the Capitol Diner, which reflected the diner's
location diagonally across Union Sireet from the Capitol Theeaire (demolished). At the time, the Capitol Thegtre was an
E. M. Loew's movietheater. The diner's location, close to the theater and in the city's budnessdistrict, ensured a Seedy
dream of cusomers JamesFenndll, aLynn resdent and perhgpsa son or brother of George Fennell, dso wes assodated
with the Capitol Diner from 1939 to the mid-1940s, according to city directories.

In 1948, George Fennd hired his nephew, Bernard J. (Buddy) Fennell, to work in the Capitol Diner. Buddy Fenndl hed
emigrated from Canada. He took over the operation of the diner ebout 1957. In the late 1960s, Buddy's son, Robert
(Bobby) Fenndll joined the business. Bobby Fenndll, who wis dected to the statel's House of Representativesin 1994,
continues to man the grill and operatesthe diner today.

(continued)
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The Capitol Diner was renovated following afire in 1978, though the exterior gppearance and historic plan survive. The
Sanborn fire insurance map for 1949 shows a sign-painting establishment operating out of this building in addition to the
diner. The 9gn painting likely occurred inaportion of the brick rear wing.

Capitol Diner displays the distinctive monitor roof characteristic of severd Massachusetts diners manufactured in the late
1920sand early 1930s Serving as ingpiration for the monitor-roof design were certain parlor, deeping, and dining cars
built for the railroads from ca 1865 to ca 1920, and certain modds of streetcars manufactured between ca. 1900 and ca
1935. [Phillips, Carlson & Harding] Production of thistype of diner was alogica extenson of the busness of railroad
car and drestcar manufacturers. The dining car division of J. G. Brill Company of Philade phia, Pennsylvania began
building monitor-roof diners in 1927. Congtruction occurred a Brill's subddiary plants in Springfield, Massachusetts
and Cleveland, Ohio. [Gutman, 225] Brill's Springfield division was Wason Manufacturing Company, located in the
Brightwood section of the city. Wason built railroad and electric sreetcars, as well as automobile bodies, motor boats,
and arplanes. [Stone, 490-491] In addition to the character-defining monitor roof, Brill/\Wason diners festured doors &
either end, another detail borrowed from railroad cars and streetcars. Brill operations in Springfield ceasad in 1932, four
years after the manufacture of the Capitol Diner.

Comparatively unique & both the state and local levels, the Capitol Diner isone of only two known Brill diners extant in
Massachusdtts. The other isthe former Embassy Diner of Chicopee. The Embassy Diner is incorporated into the
sructure of the now-defunct Riverboat Restaurant in South Hadley, and hes been gutted. [Cultrera] The Capitol Diner
dsoisunique in Lynn as the city's best preserved and longest-operating diner. The former Boston Street Diner, 43
Bogton Street (1941, Sterling #4105, MHC #192) hes been guitted for retail use. Another diner inLynn, the White Way
Grille, was demolished in 1984. [Gutman interview, MHC inventory form]

(end)



Capitol Diner Lynn, Essex County, Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property 1,900 square feet

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

119 340110 4702820

Zae Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
2.

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle Kathleen Kelly Broomer, consultant, with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC
organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date July 1999

street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone  (617) 727-8470

city ortown Boston state Massachusetts zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.
Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Capitol Realty Trust
street & number 10 County Terrace , tlephone  781-595-9314
city ortown. Lynn state MA .zip code 01904

Paperworl* Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq ).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instmctions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No
1024-0018

(Rev. 10-90)
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(end)
10. Geographical Data
Verbal Boundary Description
The boundary of the nominated property is shomn on the acoompanying detail of the City of Lynn assessors map.

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire parcd that has bean historically associated with the diner.

(end)
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