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MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5"
Staple to left side of form
Photo aumber

Form numbers in this area Area no.
92-A-1

. Town “ar>p.of-.fir»

Nanme of area (i f fa?lry Tr, A\A\{),rAc_e&t %s%
Qounds - National Register District
nov VWrnpater Stflte Hospital

. Clened date or period 1 fiyri gp?

. Is area uniform (explain):

style? (major bldgs. are giotoriar
(jothic*
in condition?yfia (g"™")

in type of ownershin? yes (Y¥Mia of Mass,)

in use? (residential, outpatient,
vacaj bt)

5. Map. Use space below to draw a general map of the area involved. Indicate any historic
propertiesfor which individual reports are completed on Forms B thru F, using corres-
ponding numbers. Show street names (including route numbers, if any) and indicate north.
Indicate with an "x" existing houses not inventoried on Form B.

Area straddles maps 80, 81, 92, 93 & 105

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS SPACE
USGS Quadrant

MHC Photo no.

(over)

5M 2- 75- R061465

6. Recorded by S. Lee & B.R. Pfeiffer

Organization Wore, Hezxitage Pres. Soc.

Date February 1978
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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area.

The Worcester State Lunatic Hospital occupies the southeastern
slope of MllIstone Hill, 2"5' above Lake (“uin4iganond, The area
included in this nomnation includes nost of the farmand woodl and
whi ch was purchased for the hospital «3 site inthe md 1870's, as
wel | as additional parcels which were purchased to protect the site's
rural qualities. Boundaries were selected to include |andscaped
grounds and fields which preserve much of the property's nineteenth?
century appearance. The nom nated area i s bounded onthe west by

the Bel nont Hone and by (jreenHill Park, on. the south by Bel nont

* Street, onthe east by Plantation Street and onthe north by Notre
ster

Cane de Nanxir, Hone for Aged Sisters, Property contained wi'thin
this nomnation i s shown as lots A & B onpage I\. of Wircester
Assessors' Book 57» Buildings inthe district are:

1, Main Hospital Building, built 187il.-1877 (Weston & Rand, arch'ts);
enlarged 1607 (Hand & Taylor, arch'ts), kitchen enl arge«m 898 _
(Pull'er, Delano &Frost, arch'ts). The Miin Building is aVictorian
Gothic style structure, built of gneiss rubble and trimred with
rock-faced granite and red brick. Thestr

originall sKrrmetHcaI; aIthou?h addi tions bui |

northwes ave altered the plan nghtIK, the building's facade
southeast) retains itssymetry. Mre than 1,000 feet [ong, the
facade has aij’s story central section T(.Adm nistration Building)
fromwhich rises ahlgh clock tower. This clock tower-is trinmed
with pointed arches, trefoils, polished colxims and cast-iron
crestlng, and is alocal |landmark, visible for mles. Oher features
of the Adm nistration Building are a center-entry flanked by four-
storg bay W ndows, a porte-cochere set onpolished granlte col ums
and brick windowtrim Except for amnor brick addition above the
porte-cochere, the building is unaltered.

Wngs which flank the Admnistration Building are 3g stories high
and recede in three stages. Bearing the sane design motifs as
the Ac3mnistration Building, these w nﬁs hawe projecting bays centered
at each stage. These bays rise to high hip roofs and ventilator
turrets which formaninportant element in the structure's skyline.
Centered onthe first three stories of the bays are brick bay w ndows.
In 1887, pavilions of the wingd original design were extended aand

cont'd,

ucture's coisiplex plan vjas

to the building's rear
'S
lo

|

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,

early maps, etc.
Worcester Historical Society, Organization file,
city atlases & directories, . ,
Anerican Architect add Buyldmg News, Vol, |, April 29, 1876, p, Il].1
~ (plans and facade renderi T" _
Engineering; Record, Vol, XL, 7/8/1899, p. 139 and Builders' Weekly
—Voi: |,  no. 3/12/ 1898, p, k ébmlde notices - additioast O
the kitchen and |aundry, designed by Fuller, Delano &Frost?.
Engi neering Record, Vol, LIV, 7/21/1906, p, (attendants' b dg,)s.
Crane, Ell'ery Bicknell, H|stor%// of Worcester County, Vol, |, pp, 3801,
Anerican Arch't &Bldg. Tlews, Vol 22, 9/2Z/1gti7. P» 3cii, Fadd|t|0ns
to the State Lunatic Hospital - Arch't: Rand £ Taylor o
bl dr:J.M Buxzell, cost: $30, 000 ,

Bost on
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nearly free-standing circular pavilionswere added to tw outer
pavilions (see shaded area on map). Perhaps at the sane tine,
additions ware nade to the rear of the building (see map).
Desi gned by George Dutton Rand of Rand L Tayl or, these additions

He built 1nthe sane style as the original structureand coxib5)lenent
its design. The addition of sun porches to sone of the facade's
avilions (ca, 1930) and hhe renoval of small portions of the roof
fromdthe outernost wings are the only alterations to the w ngs'
acades,

2. Ad Laundry Building, built 187171877, (Wston & Rand, arch'ts),
extended 1095 éFuIIer, | ano & Frost, arch'tsl. Connected to the
Mai n Hospital Building by a corrida, the Od Laundry Building is a
one and one-half story gneiss and granite structurewithbrick
trinmmngs. The building isdisigned inthe sme nanner as the Main
Hospital Building, having pointed arches, a steeply pitched slate
roof and tower. |t islikely that the eastern half of the present
structure was built in 1898-1899. |

3, Aad Boiler Room built 187i]|-1877 (Wston § Rand, arch'ts), top
flpor.added - earI¥3 20th century. Connected to the Ad Laundry
Building, the AOd Boiler Roomi's a two-story brick structure, the
first story of which rises froma rock-faced gaanite plinth to a
brick cornice; windows of the base are evenly spaced and set in
arched surrounds. The building's second story 1 s of brick, with
metal -frame wi ndows, flat roof and a circular-plan snokestack,

ko Stable? built 187|.-1877?, mnor additions, early twentieth
century. Having the appearance of a stable or carriage house
this structurer s not mentioned in original descriptionsof the
hospital, nor isitnotel clearly on atlases. However, stylistic
details sug?est that i twas builf at the sane tinme as the hospital
or shortly thereafter. The stable i s a one-and-one-half story
brick buildii;g, bet on a base of rock-faced granite, laid ina
broken course, and enclosed by a slate=covered hip roof. The
building i s decorated with black-brick banding and has arched w ndow
heads, A mnor addition has been nade to the building's southeast
corner, inthe sane style as the rest of the structure,

5, Nktae3' Hone, ca, 1900 I 906 J?),. Bui It southwest of the Main
Hospital Building, the Ifurses | S 2n stories high, built of Pnel SS
rubble and trimmed with red brick. The building has a symmetrica
facade with a shallow central pavilion and evenly spaced w ndows.

The structurei s enclosed by a slate-coveredhip roof with dorners.

It ispossiblethatthis buildingwas conpleted prior to 1900; however,
19t h-century city atlases do not include accurate surveys of the
hospital property, making idnetification of outbuildingsuncertain,

cont' d.
Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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7.

6, Attendant3' Fone, built 1906, The Attendant*' Hbone i s |ocated
east of the Main Hospital Building andis identical tothe Nirses'
Hone, except a brick banding beneath its cornice, a detail not
used on the Nurses' Hone,

7, Farm House, 365 Plantation Street, built prior to 1896,
Marked "FaiTu House" on twentieth-cantury atlases, this building

s a two and one-hal f .stor% brick building with an "L" shaped

floor plaxi. The building has a slate-covered hip roof with (ttorners
and ventilator/cupolas, Decoration of thebuilding islimtedto
its dormers, cornice and a porch along itseast wall. It is likely
that the building was designed to house farmorkers.wo were hired
to assist in the farmng carried out on the hospital property.
Between 1896 and 1911 aw ng was built on the west side of the
original structure.

8, 21, 22, 23k Zk Hospital Avenue, built 1920's %?), Built for
doctors and staff housing, these four houses are of essentiall

the saneci)l an and demgn, with variations limted tothe secon

story androof type. |1 are built of brick andhave rectangular

floor plans with eeOter entries( east) and sunporches (south)j,

21 and 22 are identical to each other andhaae shingled second

stories, lowpitched roofs and Tuscan entry porches, 23 has a

brick entry porch, high ganbrel roof and shed florners, 2k has a second
story of brick, hip roof with central dorner andbrick entry porch.

't i'slikely that all of thefour structures were built assingle-

fam |y houses by the hospital,

9, S B. Vétson Cottage, 297 Belnont Street, built 1851. Originally
a one arid one-half story, side-hall plan, Geek Revival style
cottage, 297 Belnont Street was occupied by SB \atson, a farner,

in 1851.  Purchased b%/.the state i nthe |870»s, the house has under-
gone extensive alterations, presumably t oprovide housing for par.t

of the hospital staff. Presently, thé building has a synmetrical
facade (east) on which a center entry is flanked by bnyw ndows.

The facade is framed by pilasters and an entablature/cornice, (The
original facade was on thestructure's south wall andresenbl ed

269 Belnont Street - see below). At the northwest corner of the
original 13 story house is a two-story, gable-roofed addition,

10, Henry Prentice Cottage, 269 Belnont Street, bu.flt ca, 18459«
The Prentice Cottage i s an excellent |local exanple of Geek Revival
style architecture. First occupied by Henry Prentice, a farner, the
cottage anditsfarmwere acquired by the state i nthe [870's.
Remaining in nearly original condition, thecottage is a one-and-
one-hal f "story frame structure with a side hall.floor plan. The
house's gabled facade is trimmed with pilasters and 2owvpedi nents

ch NN cont'd,
btaple to Inventory form at bottom
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10 ctd,

over the windows. The entry i s framed b{ panel l ed stiles which
support corner bl ocks containing fretwrk, above which i s a noul ded
cap. Tb the rear of the house I'a a 1§ story stable, sheathed in

br oad- and- bot t om si di ng.

irén - contributingbuildings

11, Youth Quidance Center, built 1970: a one-story concrete bl ock
and brick structurewith a flat.roof; exterior walls are covered
with brick, metal panels and plate glass,

12, Bryan Building, built 1955. a concrete and steel frame building
consisting of an eight- st orty rectangul ar-plan structurewith tw .
four-story wings extending fromitssouth wall (facade); symetrical in
plan and el evation, this structureis faced with red brick and has

w ndows arranged in groups; the building' s exterior i s wthout
decoration; athhe structures southeast corner an el evated wal kway

provi des access to the nearby Main Hospital Building/

13, Service Building, built 1956: a three-story concrete-block
structure faced with red brick; the buildinghas a Bectangular plan
alnd %‘Iat roof; on the building's south wall is a |oading bay and

pl atform

114, New Laundry Building, built 1962: a one-story buil ding of
concrete-block construction-, faced wth red brick; thestructure
has a rectangular floor plan with one story inthe front (south)
and tw stories at itsrear (north) due to a change of ground

| evel; the building is enclosed by a flat roof and has netal -
franmed w ndows,

15, Garage 1930's, extended 1960' 3: a one story- concrete block
garage with flat roof.

Significance:

The Wrcester State Hospital islocated on a tract of nore than
200 acres approxinmately one mle fromthe center of the city. In
constant use as a regional mental hospital since 1877, the property
contains buildings related to several phases of it sdevel opnent.
The hospital's nost inposing buildingis the Main Hospital
Building (1), which i s unmatched in Central Massachusetts for the
size an conﬁl exity of itsVictorian Gothic design. Mre than 1000
feet long, this structurestands high on a hillsidewthits
turrets (for ventilation) and high clock tower *visible for several
mles distant. This nain buildingws designed initially to

1 A cont'd.
btaple to Inventory form at bottom



| NVENTARY FORM GONITT NUATI ON SHEET Cocnmunity: Fam No

MSSACHEFTS H STAR 0L QWSS ON Wor cester 92-A-1
(fice of the Secretary, Boston
LKA SRR Worcester iJtate

Property Name Hospital

7Indi cate each item on inventory formwhidi is being continued bel ow
»

house the hospital's staff and kOO patients, a nunber which was
increased twice during construction until the plan was adapted
to 600 patients and building costs exceeded $1, 000, 000. the
tine of itsconpletion, the hospital's interior was divided into
sel f-contained wards, each of which had a parlor, gallery, dini n?
room reading roomand attendant's room In addition, the hospital
vas equipped with a nunber of private suites; at the rear of the
hospital“s central admnistBation building was a separate structure
containing a chapel /neeti n? hal | (Sargent Hall) and matron
quarters. To the rear of the hospital and connected only bg
encl osed passages were the Laindry Room (2), Boiler House (3),
and carpenier shop(l4.?).

(nhce opened, the hospital underwent a rapid increase in the
nuner of patients, requiring additions in 1887 and the re-
arrangenent of wards. As the hospital population increased,
separate living quarters were added for the staff which nanaged

the hospital farm(7), part of which was was reportedly worked by patient

as theragy. Subsequent |y separate housing was built Tor attendants
nurses (5> and, finally, separate houses were built for resident

doctors and staff(8) 1927, the hospital had achieved a capacity

of 2,086 patients, al though i t had 222k patients at that time, in
addition to several hundred non-residsnt patients. Since that tinme,
Worcester State Hospital has remained a regional center for nmental
health treatment, wth subsequent new buildings to adapt the

proElerty to changing nethods of treatment (11 & 12), At present,
nuch of “the Main Hospital Building, the Attendant's Hone and the

Farm House are vacant as a result of the active "de-institutionalizatior

of many of the hospital's former re*idaait patients.

The land on which the hospital stands is part of a 275-acre
tract which was purchased by the Gonmonweal th fromi ndividual
owners ouxng the 1870's. O the buildings which previously stood
here, only the Her-ry Prentice Cottage (103, an excell*t" and well -
preserved G eek Revival style cottage, and the SB Watson Cottage
Eg),. now altered, remain as farnhouses pre-dating the hospital.

spite the addition of new buildings and paths, nuch of the
property's nineteenth-century |andscape plainrenains in the nain
tree-li'ned drive (Hospital Avenue), stone gates at Belnont Strset,
stone wal | acxi-g Belmont and partially along Plantation Street,
cobbl e-stone wall and stairways north of the Nurses' Hone, and in
a later drlvewa%/ (ca, 1895) to the Farm Huuse, Originally, the
hospital property extended on the east side of Plantation Stree to
Lake Quinsiganond; as this area has been built over.by other
departments of the state in the md twentieth century, it has not
been included in this nom nation,

V‘()rcester'_s_larPest Victorian institution, Wrcester State
Hospital (originally known as the State Lunatic Hospital) is the
successor to an earlier hospital of 1832-1833 which stood on
Simmer Street, nearer to Worcester's business district. This
earlier hospital, one of the first public mental hospitals

Staple to Inventory form at bottom cont' d.
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in the country, was located in Wrcester after the town offered
to purchase a twelve-acre site and to donate it to the state.
(pened in 1833 and enlarged at various tinmes, the first hospital
had becore severly overcrowded and had outgrown itssite by the
1870's, Planning for the present hospital was carried out by a
board of txnstees, nade up in part of prom nent Worcester citizens,
including Henry Chapin (Worcester's second mayor), Thomas Hovey
Gage (aphysician). General WIlliams, Lincoln, and John D
Washburn (a United States anbassador to Switzerland), Reflecting
| ocal involvement in and donations to the hospital, many of the
hall's within the Main Hospital Buil ding bear the nanes of the
city's promnent famlies, such as Salisbury, Washburn, Lincoln,
and Sargent (named for Joseph Sargent, a Worcester physician).
Its high architectural quaIitK, wel | -preserved site and
i nportance as a regional nental hospital nake the Worcester
State Hospital a property of exceptional historical significance.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Property L:.3"

ePror>ert7 ssessor's Data Present Owner

Commonwealth of Hass.
V/orcester State Hoapita
Worcester, Mas s.

Belmont Street Book 57, p. %
Lot B—Mk*"k- acre3

Book 57, it- COLLI0nweal t hof Mass,
Lot A—75,86 acl*es ITniverslty of llass.'
Amherst, Mass.

Staple to Inventory form at bott(m
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304
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;Sjesx«)t»f WORCESTER STATE HOSPITAL
WORCESTER, MASS 0160A

Oct ober 29, 1979

M. Charles A Herrington

Acting Keeper of the National Register
United States Department of the Interior
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service
Washington, DC 20240

Dear M. Herrington:

V&€ were please to receive your letter and we refer to nunber
663. V& are pleased to state that we would like the Clock Tower
Building listed inthe National Register of historical places.
This is anold building, build in 1878. This building is nade
of granite and block cement, and five stories high. At the
entrance i s anunusual tower holding a clock, which sits upon
the top of ahill overlooking the Lake Quinsigamond Valley. This
tower can be seen frommles around and, upon request, photographs
can be submtted. Theinterior of the building is extremelyornate
with hugh wood doors and brass hardware. Please send us any infor-
mation which you need or which we nay need, especially the standards
for fixing upold buildings.

Since the building belongs to the Commonweal th of Massachusetts,
perhaps we wi |l beunable to take advantage of the Tax Reform Act
benefits. However, we are nore than anxious to secure restoration
funds which nay beavailable for the preservation and renovationof
the Clock Tower in the building.

Cyiil Y<A
Charles W Smth

St ewar d
O/% amt

Commonweal t h of Massachusetts
Worcester State Hospital
Worcester, M\

Rey Worcester Multiple Resource Are
{ Belnont Street
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