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7. Historical data. Explain the historical/architectural importance of this area. 

The Worcester State Lunatic Hospital occupies the southeastern 
slope of Millstone H i l l , 2^5' above Lake (^uin4igamond, The area 
included i n this nomination includes most of the farm and woodland 
which was purchased for the hospital«3 site i n the mid I870's, as 
well as additional parcels which were purchased to protect the site's 
rur a l q u a l i t i e s . Boundaries were selected to include landscaped 
grounds and fields which preserve much of the property's nineteenth^ 
century appearance. The nominated area i s bounded on the west by 
the Belmont Home and by (jreen H i l l Park, on. the south by Belmont 

\p * Street, on the east by Plantation Street and on the north by Notre 
Dame de Namxir, Home for Aged Sisters, Property contained within 
this nomination i s shown as lot s A & B on page l\. of Worcester 
Assessors' Book 57» Buildings i n the d i s t r i c t are: 

1, Main Hospital Building, b u i l t I87il.-1877 (Weston & Rand, arch'ts); 
enlarged 1607 (Hand & Taylor, arch'ts), kitchen enlarge«m 898 
.(Puller, Delano & Frost, arch'ts). The Main Building is a Victorian 
Gothic style structure, b u i l t of gneiss rubble and trimmed with 
rock-faced granite and red brick. The structure's coisiplex plan vjas 
or i g i n a l l y symmetrical; although additions to the building's rear 
(northwest) have altered the plan s l i g h t l y , the building's facade 
(southeast) retains i t s symmetry. More than 1,000 feet long, the 
facade has a ij^s story central section ( Administration Building) 
from which rises a high clock tower. This clock tower-is trimmed 
with pointed arches, t r e f o i l s , polished colximns and cast-iron 
cresting, and is a local landmark, visi b l e for miles. Other features 
of the Administration Building are a center-entry flanked by four-
story bay windows, a porte-cochere set on polished granite columns 
and brick window tr i m . Except for a minor brick addition above the 
porte-cochere, the building is unaltered. 

Wings which flank the Administration Building are 3=g stories high 
and recede i n three stages. Bearing the same design motifs as 
the Ac3ministration Building, these wings hawe projecting bays centered 
at each stage. These bays rise to high hip roofs and ventilator 
turrets which form an important element i n the structure's skyline. 
Centered on the f i r s t three stories of the bays are brick bay windows. 
In 1887, pavilions of the wingd' original design were extended and 

cont'd, 

8. Bibliography and/or references such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc. 
Worcester Historical Society, Organization f i l e , 
c i t y atlases & directories, 
American Architect add Building News, Vol, I , A p r i l 29, I876, p, llj.1 
~" (plans and facade renderi^^T"^ 
Engineering; Record, Vol, XL, 7/8/1899, p. 139 and Builders' Weekly 
— V o i : I , no. 3/12/1898, p, k (building notices - additioas to 

the kitchen and laundry, designed by Fuller, Delano & Frost). 
Engineering Record, Vol, LIV, 7/21/1906, p, (attendants' bldg,). 
Crane, Ellery Bicknell, History of Worcester County, Vol, I , pp, 38O-I, 
American Arch't & Bldg. TIews, Vol 22, 9/2Z;/1gti7. P» 3cii, (additions 

to the State Lunatic Hospital - Arch't: Rand £c Taylor of Boston 
bldr:J.M. Buxzell, cost: $30,000 , 
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nearly free-standing circular pavilions were added to two outer 
pavilions (see shaded area on map). Perhaps at the same time, 
additions ware made to the rear of the building (see map). 
Designed by George Dutton Rand of Rand L Taylor, these additions 
Hre built in the same style as the original structure and coxi5)lement 
its design. The addition of sun porches to some of the facade's 
pavilions (ca, 1930) and hhe removal of small portions of the roof 
from the outermost wings are the only alterations to the wings' 
facades, 

2. Old Laundry Building, built 1871̂ -1877, (Weston Sc Rand, arch'ts), 
extended 1095 (Fuller, Delano & Frost, arch'ts). Connected to the 
Main Hospital Building by a corrida, the Old Laundry Building is a 
one and one-half story gneiss and granite structure with brick 
trimmings. The building is disigned in the sme manner as the Main 
Hospital Building, having pointed arches, a steeply pitched slate 
roof and tower. It is likely that the eastern half of the present 
structure was built in I898-I899. i 

3, Old Boiler Room, built I87i|-1877 (Weston Sc Rand, arch'ts), top 
floor added - early 20th century. Connected to the Old Laundry 
Building, the Old Boiler Room is a two-story brick structure, the 
f i r s t story of which rises from a rock-faced gaanite plinth to a 
brick cornice; windows of the base are evenly spaced and set in 
arched surrounds. The building's second story i s of brick, with 
metal-frame windows, flat roof and a circular-plan smokestack, 

ko Stable? built 187i|.-1877?, minor additions, early twentieth 
century. Having the appearance of a stable or carriage house, 
this structure is not mentioned in original descriptions of the 
hospital, nor i s i t notel clearly on atlases. However, stylistic 
details suggest that i t was built at the same time as the hospital 
or shortly thereafter. The stable is a one-and-one-half story 
brick buildii;g, bet on a base of rock-faced granite, laid in a 
broken course, and enclosed by a slate=covered hip roof. The 
building i s decorated with black-brick banding and has arched window 
heads, A minor addition has been made to the building's southeast 
corner, in the same style as the rest of the structure, 

5, NUrae3' Home, ca, 190O-I906 { ? ) , Built southwest of the Main 
Hospital Building, the Ifurses' Home is 2h stories high, built of gneiss 
rubble and trimmed with red brick. The building has a symmetrical 
facade with a shallow central pavilion and evenly spaced windows. 
The structure i s enclosed by a slate-covered hip roof with dormers. 
It is possible thatthis building was completed prior to 1900; however, 
19th-century city atlases do not include accurate surveys of the 
hospital property, making idnetification of outbuildings uncertain, 

cont'd. 
Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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7. 
6, Attendant3' Home, built 1906, The Attendant*' Home i s located 
east of the Main Hospital Building and is identical to the Niirses' 
Home, except a brick banding beneath its cornice, a detail not 
used on the Nurses' Home, 

7, Farm House, 365 Plantation Street, built prior to I896, 
Marked "FaiTu House" on twentieth-cantury atlases, this building 
is a two and one-half story brick building with an "L" shaped 
floor plaxi. The building has a slate-covered hip roof with (ttormers 
and ventilator/cupolas, Decoration of the building i s limited to 
its dormers, cornice and a porch along its east wall. I t is likely 
that the building was designed to house farmworkers .who were hired 
to assist in the farming carried out on the hospital property. 
Between 1896 and I9II a wing was built on the west side of the 
original structure. 

8, 21, 22, 23 k 2k Hospital Avenue, built I920's ( ? ) , Built for 
doctors and staff housing, these four houses are of essentially 
the same plan and design, with variations limited to the second 
story and roof type. A l l are built of brick and have rectangular 
floor plans with ee©.ter entries( east) and sun porches (south), 
21 and 22 are identical to each other and haae shingled second 
stories, low-pitched roofs and Tuscan entry porches, 23 has a 
brick entry porch, high gambrel roof and shed flormers, 2k has a second 
story of brick, hip roof with central dormer and brick entry porch. 
It is likely that a l l of the four structures were built as single-
family houses by the hospital, 

9, S.B. Watson Cottage, 297 Belmont Street, built 1851. Originally 
a one arid one-half story, side-hall plan, Greek Revival style 
cottage, 297 Belmont Street was occupied by S.B. Watson, a farmer, 
in 1851. Purchased by the state in the l870»s, the house has under­
gone extensive alterations, presumably to provide housing for par.t 
of the hospital staff. Presently, the building has a symmetrical 
facade (east) on which a center entry i s flanked by bny windows. 
The facade is framed by pilasters and an entablature/cornice, (The 
original facade was on the structure's south wall and resembled 
269 Belmont Street - see below). At the northwest corner of the 
original I3g story house is a two-story, gable-roofed addition, 

10, Henry Prentice Cottage, 269 Belmont Street, bu.flt ca, I8i4.5-5l« 
The Prentice Cottage is an excellent local example of Greek Revival 
style architecture. First occupied by Henry Prentice, a farmer, the 
cottage and its farm were acquired by the state in the l870's. 
Remaining in nearly original condition, the cottage is a one-and-
one-half story frame structure with a side hall.floor plan. The 
house's gabled facade is trimmed with pilasters and 2>ow pediments 

c,̂  ^ ^ cont'd, 
btaple to Inventory form at bottom 
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10 ctd, over the windows. The entry is framed by panelled stiles which 
support corner blocks containing fretwork, above which is a moulded 
cap. Tb the rear of the house ia a 1i§ story stable, sheathed in 
broad-and-bottom siding. 

ir6n - contributing buildings 

11, Youth Guidance Center, built 1970: a one-story concrete block 
and brick structure with a flat.roof; exterior walls are covered 
with brick, metal panels and plate glass, 

12, Bryan Building, built 1955: a concrete and steel frame building 
consisting of an eight-story rectangular-plan structure with two 
four-story wings extending from i t s south wall (facade); symmetrical in 
plan and elevation, this structure i s faced with red brick and has 
windows arranged in groups; the building's exterior is without 
decoration; athhe structures southeast corner an elevated walkway 
provides access to the nearby Main Hospital Building/ 

13, Service Building, built 1956: a three-story concrete-block 
structure faced with red brick; the building has a Bectangular plan 
and flat roof; on the building's south wall is a loading bay and 
platform, 

II4., New Laundry Building, built 1962: a one-story building of 
concrete-block construction-, faced with red brick; the structure 
has a rectangular floor plan with one story in the front (south) 
and two stories at i t s rear (north) due to a change of ground 
level; the building i s enclosed by a flat roof and has metal-
framed windows, 

15, Garage I930's, extended 1960'3: a one story- concrete block 
garage with flat roof. 

Significance: 

The Worcester State Hospital is located on a tract of more than 
200 acres approximately one mile from the center of the city. In 
constant use as a regional mental hospital since 1877, the property 
contains buildings related to several phases of its development. 
The hospital's most imposing building i s the Main Hospital 
Building (1), which is unmatched in Central Massachusetts for the 
size and complexity of its Victorian Gothic design. More than 1000 
feet long, this structure stands high on a hillside with its 
turrets (for ventilation) and high clock tower ̂ visible for several 
miles distant. This main building was designed i n i t i a l l y to 

1 ^ cont'd. 
btaple to Inventory form at bottom 
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house the hospital's staff and kOO patients, a number which was 
increased twice during construction until the plan was adapted 
to 600 patients and building costs exceeded $1,000,000. At the 
time of its completion, the hospital's interior was divided into 
self-contained wards, each of which had a parlor, gallery, dining 
room, reading room and attendant's room. In addition, the hospital 
was equipped with a number of private suites; at the rear of the 
hospital's central administBation building was a separate structure 
containing a chapel/meeting hall (Sargent Hall) and matron 
quarters. To the rear of the hospital and connected only by 
enclosed passages were the Laimdry Room (2), Boiler House (3), 
and carpenier shop(l4.?). 

Once opened, the hospital underwent a rapid increase in the 
number of patients, requiring additions in 1887 and the re­
arrangement of wards. As the hospital population increased, 
separate living quarters were added for the staff which managed 
the hospital farm(7), part of which was was reportedly worked by patient 
as therapy. Subsequently separate housing was built for attendants (6 
nurses (5>, and, finally, separate houses were built for resident 
doctors and staff(8), By 1927, the hospital had achieved a capacity 
of 2,086 patients, although i t had 222k patients at that time, in 
addition to several hundred non-residsnt patients. Since that time, 
Worcester State Hospital has remained a regional center for mental 
health treatment, with subsequent new buildings to adapt the 
property to changing methods of treatment (11 & 12), At present, 
much of the Main Hospital Building, the Attendant's Home and the 
Farm House are vacant as a result of the active "de-institutionalizatior 
of many of the hospital's former re^.idaait patients. 

The land on which the hospital stands is part of a 275-acre 
tract which was purchased by the Commonwealth from individual 
owners dxu:»ing the l870's. Of the buildings which previously stood 
here, only the Her-ry Prentice Cottage (10), an excell^t" and well-
preserved Greek Revival style cottage, and the S,B, Watson Cottage 
(9), now altered, remain as farmhouses pre-dating the hospital. 
Despite the addition of new buildings and paths, much of the 
property's nineteenth-century landscape plain remains in the main 
tree-lined drive (Hospital Avenue), stone gates at Belmont Strset, 
stone wall alcxi-g Belmont and partially along Plantation Street, 
cobble-stone wall and stairways north of th e Nurses' Home, and in 
a later driveway (ca, 1895) to the Farm Huuse, Originally, the 
hospital property extended on the east side of Plantation Stree to 
Lake Quinsigamond; as this area has been built over.by other 
departments of the state in the mid twentieth century, i t has not 
been included in this nomination, 

Worcester's largest Victorian institution, Worcester State 
Hospital (originally known as the State Lunatic Hospital) is the 
successor to an earlier hospital of 1832-1833 which stood on 
Slimmer Street, nearer to Worcester's business district. This 
earlier hospital, one of the f i r s t public mental hospitals 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom cont'd. 
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in the country, was located in Worcester after the town offered 
to purchase a twelve-acre s i t e and to donate i t to the state. 
Opened in I833 and enlarged at various times, the f i r s t hospital 
had become severly overcrowded and had outgrown i t s site by the 
1870's, Planning for the present hospital was carried out by a 
board of txmstees, made up in part of prominent Worcester citizens, 
including Henry Chapin (Worcester's second mayor), Thomas Hovey 
Gage (aphysician). General William S, Lincoln, and John D, 
Washburn (a United States ambassador to Switzerland), Reflecting 
local involvement in and donations to the hospital, many of the 
halls within the Main Hospital Building bear the names of the 
city's prominent families, such as Salisbury, Washburn, Lincoln, 
and Sargent (named for Joseph Sargent, a Worcester physician). 

I t s high architectural quality, well-preserved site and 
importance as a regional mental hospital make the Worcester 
State Hospital a property of exceptional h i s t o r i c a l significance. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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October 29, 1979 

Mr. Charles A. Herrington 
Acting Keeper of the National Register 
United States Department of the I n t e r i o r 
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service 
Washington, D.C. 20240 

Dear Mr. Herrington: 

We were please to receive your l e t t e r and we refer to number 
663. We are pleased to state that we would l i k e the Clock Tower 
Building l i s t e d i n the National Register of h i s t o r i c a l places. 
This is an old building, build in 1878. This building is made 
of granite and block cement, and f i v e stories high. At the 
entrance is an unusual tower holding a clock, which s i t s upon 
the top of a h i l l overlooking the Lake Quinsigamond Valley. This 
tower can be seen from miles around and, upon request, photographs 
can be submitted. The i n t e r i o r of the building is extremely ornate 
with hugh wood doors and brass hardware. Please send us any i n f o r ­
mation which you need or which we may need, especially the standards 
for f i x i n g up old buildings. 

Since the building belongs to the Commonwealth of Massachusetts, 
perhaps we w i l l be unable to take advantage of the Tax Reform Act 
benefits. However, we are more than anxious to secure restoration 
funds which may be available for the preservation and renovation of 
the Clock Tower i n the building. 

CyiilY<A 
Charles W. Smith 
Steward 

CWS/amt 

Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Worcester State Hospital 
Worcester, MA 

Rey Worcester Multiple Resource Are 
{ Belmont Street 
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