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1. Name of Property 
historic name 
other names/site number 

bouthbridge Town HaTT 

2. Locat ion 
street & number 41 Elm Street N/&J not for publication" 
city, town 
state 

Southbridge 
code 025 county W o r c e s t e r code 

MJXJ vicinity 
zip code Q255Q 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
I I private 
Fxl public-local 
L J public-State 
I I public-Federal 

Name of related multiple property listini 

Category of Property 

n n building(s) 
I I district 
I I site 
I I structure 
i[ I object 

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing 

1 il buildings 
sites 
structures 
objects 

n Total 

± 

H 
ig: 
/A 

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register _ Q 

4. State/Federal Agency Cert i f icat ion 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
IXl nomination • request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

^ U ^ ^ l u T ^ - ^ r ^ n ^ ^ "^^^^ CHdoes not meet the National Register criteria. C l see continuation sheet. 

Signature of certifying official ̂ 1 

Massachusetts Hlstorica' l Corjinission ^ StatP H U t n . i r P.ncopw.^j.n o f f i7c i -
State or Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property • meets D d o e s not meet the National Register criteria. D s e e continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Cert i f icat ion 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

I I entered in the National Register. 
See continuation sheet, 

determined eligible for the National 
Register. Q See continuation sheet, 
determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

• removed from the National Register. 
CH other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Funct ion or Use 
Historic Functions (enter categories from Instructions) 

town hall 

Southbridqe Town Hall, Southbridqe. Massachusetts 
- - - Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

town hal l 
high school 

7. Descript ion 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

qrani te 

Romanesque Revival 
foundation 
walls 

roof 
other. 

brick 

slate 
brownstone and terrar n t t a trim 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Southbridge Town Hall is located at 41 Elm Street in the commercial and 
i ns t i t u t i ona l center of th is indust r ia l c i t y 20 miles southwest of Worcester. 
The bu i ld ing faces west toward Dresser Street, which runs perpendicular to Elm 
Street , on a small urban lo t of less than an acre. I t is approached from a 
wide wall< and steps across the low terrassed f ron t yard with parlcing on the 
east and north sides. In th is yard is located a monument to the townsmen who 
served in the C iv i l War, a bronze statue of a soldier on a granite pedestal, 
the whole measuring about 12 fee t , and erected in 1914. The bui ld ing was 
constructed in 1888 to house the town o f f i c e s , meeting h a l l , and high school. 

The Southbridge Town Hall is a large bui ld ing in a broad and massive 
Romanesque Revival design. I t is as^metrical in massing, a cen t ra l , 
gable-front block with f lank ing round towers of unequal height, cross gabled 
and apsidal e l l s to the rear . I ts brick wall surface is broken by brcwnstone 
and ter racot ta t r im that emphasizes hor izon ta l l y across the main block and 
draws at tent ion to s t ructura l de ta i l s such as story d iv is ions and openings. 
The ornament employs the roundheaded arches of the medieval s ty le and the 
hallmarks of the late nineteenth century rev iva l including rough-faced stone 
t r im , terra cotta checkering, and squat columns. The primary mass of the town 
ha l l is a brick three s tory , gable- f ront block raised on a granite basement 
wi th paired center entr ies on i t s facade, low towers on the south west and 
north east corners, and ahigh tower on the northwest corner. At the rear the 
gable block is crossed by gabled project ing bays, and a smal l , apsidal 
hip-roofed block of a s ingle s tory on a basement extending from the rear 
wa 11. 

The town h a l l ' s chief facade faces west, and received the largest port ion or 
ornament. The gable f r o n t , central port ion is dominated by central ized 
openings, clustered to form a large, roundheaded arch. The two entr ies on the 
f i r s t f l oo r are roundheaded and recessed, surrounded by squat colonettes 
supporting rough-faced arches a l l of brownstone. The colonettes are repeated 
on the second f l o o r , d iv id ing the two large windows, and r i se to support the 
large half-round window in the tympanum. Small windows with round-arched 

f x l See continuation sheet 
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heads flank th is central element on the f i r s t and second f loo r while the t i p 
of the gable block is treated with three narrow windows. Rough-faced 
brownstone stringcourses un i fy th is central block wi th i t s f lanking round 
towers. The high tower has roundheaded openings at i t s base and l i gh t i ng the 
stairway, while the top is treated wi th ribbon windows, a checked cornise, and 
a hipped cornical roo f . The lower tower has square headed openings, a checked 
cornice, and a conical roof. The towered block held town o f f i ces on the f i r s t 
f l o o r . Memorial H a l l , a large auditorium, in the second f loor of the main 
b lock, and a balcony area in the upper story. The in te r io r of the main block 
remains largely i n t ac t , and some o r ig ina l stained glass remains. 

A secondary entrance on the north la te ra l wall of the main block was recessed 
under a segnental arch between the north towers, but i t has been bricked i n . 
On the secondary e levat ions, regu la r ly spaced windows are both half-round and 
square headed, with brownstone t r im d iv id ing the i r transoms and extending to 
form str ingcourses. The rear port ion of the bu i l d i ng , including the cross 
gabled block and apsidal e l l , housed classrooms. 

Archaeology 

No preh is tor ic s i tes are recorded on the property and only one s i te is present 
in the en t i re town. While i t is possible that s i tes may have been present, 
h i s t o r i c a l development in the area and the r e l a t i v e l y small size of the l o t 
suggests that the l i ke l i hood of s i gn i f i can t preh is tor ic survivals is low. 
These factors also suggest that the potent ia l for s ign i f i can t h i s t o r i c s i tes 
fs low. Most evidence of the town's 18th century settlement appears to have 
been destroyed by la ter bu i ld ing const ruct ion. While la ter survivals may 
ex is t elsewhere in the town, l i t t l e evidence is present associating them with 
th is property. 



8. Statement of Significance southbridge lown Ha l l , Southbridge, Massachusetts 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

CH nationally | | statewide [X] locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ X } A Q B H e | I D 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A Q C Q D H H F | | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

arcni tecture 1888 1888 
Community planning and development Z Z Z Z Z Z Z I I ^ Z n 
education " 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
^ !lZ^ unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Southbridge Town Hall was b u i l t in 1888 to house town o f f i ces , meeting 
h a l l , and high school. The substantial Romanesque Revival design is among the 
most ambitious in the town, and embodies many of the important character is t ics 
o f period municipal bu i ld ings . I t retains i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, 
se t t i ng , mater ia ls, workmanship, f ee l i ng , and associat ion, and meets C r i t e r i a 
A and C of the National Register of His tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . . 

The nominated property is the second town hal l b u i l t for the town of 
Southbridge, located on the Connecticut border in southwest Worcester County, 
Massachusetts. The def ining topographical feature of the town is the 
Quinebaug River and the development of water-powered m i l l s along i t changed 
the town from a rura l ag r i cu l tu ra l area in the eighteenth century to an urban 
indus t r ia l center by the t h i r d quarter of the nineteenth century. At the 
height of the prosperi ty that accompanied th is expanding economy the town 
b u i l t a large and fashionable town h a l l , in the v i l l age that had h i s t o r i c a l l y l "' 
been the c iv i c center and that became i t s commercial core as w e l l . 

When Worcester County was permanently se t t led by colonials ear ly in the 
eighteenth century, the square mile area that is now Southbridge was part of 
the t e r r i t o r y assigned to i t s three neighbors, Sturbr idge, Charlton, and 
Dudley. By 1730, se t t le rs came to the area and established the fami l ia r 
dispersed farmstead settlement pattern of a mixed grain and husbandry 
economy. Gr ist and saw m i l l s were established on the Quinebang by 1740, and 
the area had s u f f i c i e n t population to require a local schoolhouse in 175^. 
Late in the eighteenth century area residents began to plan for town 
format ion, and b u i l t a meetinghouse at Main and Elm Streets in 1797. Here met 
metrbers o f several re l ig ions denominations, including Congregationists, 
Bapt is ts , Methodists, and Universa l is ts . "Honest Town" became a pol l parish 
in 1801, and was incorporated in 1816. Town meetings were held in the 1797 " 
meetinghouse. 

P n See continuation sheet 
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More s ign i f i can t perhaps than i t s independence was the establishment here 
ear ly of t e x t i l e m i l l s . Cotton spinning m i l l s were b u i l t at Westvi l le in 
1811, at Globe Vi l lage in 1812, and at the Centre Vi l lage in 1813/14, where 
wool carding was begun the same year. Soon large companies emerged that would 
dominate the economy and stimulate growth in the i r v i l l ages , the Hamilton 
Woolen Company at Globe, Central Manufacturing at the Centre V i l l age , and 
Columbian >lanufacturing, near Lensdale, both cot ton. The town's population 
increased f i v e f o l d during th is per iod, growing from 1 ,066 in 1820 to 5,208 in 
1870, and received s ign i f i can t nunters of immigrants, p r imar i l y French 
Canadians who made up 43% of the to ta l by 1875. This growth and d i ve rs i t y 
brought an elaboration of the community's public bu i ld ing stock clustered in 
the center v i l l age area that remained the town's c i v i c and i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
focus. The number of schools increased, the town's many denominations b u i l t 
the i r own churches, and the town b u i l t i t s f i r s t town ha l l in 1838. After 
disestablishment in 1833, towns in Massachusetts increasingly b u i l t separate 
meeting hal ls for the i r town meetings, of ten housing a selectmen's o f f i c e as 
w e l l . In Southbridge on Elm Street , the ha l l was b r i c k , two stor ies in height 
w i th a cupola, in the Greek Revival s t y l e . I t would la ter also contain the 
town's high school. 

Prosperity continued through the t h i r d quarter of the nineteenth century 
fueled by the growth of a new industry in the town, led by American Optical 
Company. By 1915, the town's population reached 14,217, o f which nearly 4,000 
were employed at American Opt ica l . With expansion, the town's three v i l l ages 
coalesced into a s ingle urban area, with the Main Street corr idor act ing as 
i t s commercial center. New churches, meeting h a l l s , and stores were added in 
th is area, among them the new town ha l l in 1888. 

Southbridge's prosper i ty meant i t required a larger bu i ld ing and led i t to 
choose an elaborate form. Through the nineteenth century muncipally funded 
functions mu l t ip l ied as previously p r iva te ly funded a c t i v i t i e s of social 
welfare and, publ ic protect ion were tal<en over by the town. At the same time 
the public o f f i c i a l s overseeing these a c t i v i t i e s were increasingly assisted or 
replaced by a s t a f f o f c l e r i c a l workers, admin is t ra tors , and paid 
professionals. Off ice space became an ever- larger port ion of town h a l l s . 
Lil<e i t s predessor, the second town ha l l was m u l t i - f u n c t i o n a l . While attempts 
were made to separate the high school from the town o f f i ces and meeting ha l l 
th is proved f i n a l l y to be p roh ib i t i ve l y expensive. This larger bu i ld ing 
included o f f i ces and classrooms on the f i r s t f l oo r and a large auditorium on 
the second. 

continued 
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The town hal l was constructed in the Romanesque 
central Massachusetts during the period for pub 
mee ng h a l l s , schools, ^ i ^ ra r i es , and commercia 
however, the other large examples of the s t y l e , 
the Youn^ Men's Christ ian Association ca. 1899) 
Sesian "neludes elements important to i t s commun 
'.ZZn^.^'sT^l and ent ry , soaring c l o c ^ w - an 
the la te r Notre Dame Church ^^12) nearby on Mai 
Renasissance Revival design, is a r i v a l in size 

Revival s t y l e , popular in 
ic bui ldings including other 
1 bu i ld ings. In Southbridge, 
the Savings Bank (1887) and 
, have been demolished. I ts 
i t y -de f i n ing r o l e , including 
d masonry construct ion. Only 
n Street , a towered French 
or elegance. 
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Massachusetts. Boston, Massachusetts Historical Commission, 

Southbridge Town Report. Typescript at MHC, 1983 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminar/determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

10. Geographical Data 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
f x l State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency , 
I I Local government 
I I University 
• other.": 
Specify repository: 
Inventory of the His tor ic Assets of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts survp.y #.30?. 

Less than one acre Acreage of property 
Quad: Southbridge Scale 1:24000 

UTM- References 
A i l i8J L Z L 4 i 5 | 3 ^ 01 14 |6 16 ,1 19 ,5 |0 

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting 

J L J L J L 

Northing 

I I I I 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See assessors map 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The lot described above is that associated historically with the town hall 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Susan Ceccacci for the Southbridqe His tor ica l Commission with Claire Dempsey 
orqanizationiMassachusetts His tor ica l Commission 
street & number J O J p y i s t o n S t r e e t Room 310 
city or town Bos ton 

. date 14 May 1987 

. tPipphnn^ 617) 727-8470 

. state ' zip code 
Q211Q 
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WASO Form - 177 
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EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Southbridge Town Hall 
Worcester County 
MASSACHUSETTS JUL 211987 

n resubmission 
Q nomination by person or local government 
IZ3 owner objection 
• appeal v . . , ; 

Substantive Review: d sample CZl request 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date: / , . 
Date Due: S ^ / l t / f P 7 — 
Action: ACCEPT 

_ ! : : : : r ^TURN_ 
REJECT_ 

Federal Agency: 

C l appeal NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

UeM'^!^^<^^ 
Recom./Criteria 
Reviewer 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited t)elow 
_^C-Substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

CZl good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

i m ruins 
unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance , , ' * ' f^yl-m -

mi summary paragraph 
• completeness 
^ clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
I I dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period C Areas of Significance—pneck and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
d l completeness 
[m clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
^ jus t i f ica t ion of areas checked 
L H relating significance to the resource 
• context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
[^justif ication of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal twundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

[m Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may tie directed to 

Signed- Date Phone:. 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comrrrents for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 
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1 • Name of Property 
historic name Southbr idge Town Hal l 
other names/site number 

2. Location 
41 Elrr, S t ree t I not for publication street & number 

city, town 

state 

Southbr idqe vicinity" 

code 025 county Worcester code n ? 7 zip code Q155Q 

3. Classification 
Ownership of Property 

r I private 

Hpublic-local 

public-State 

I I public-Federal 

Category of Property 

[ X | building(s) 

I I district 

• site 

I I structure 

I I object 

Number of Resources within Property 

Contributing 

1 

JL 

Noncontributing 

buildings 

sites 

structures 

. objects 

Total 
1 
1 

Name of related multiple property listing: ig: 
N/A 

Number of contributing resources previously 

listed in the National Register _ Q 

4. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 

nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 

National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 

In ffiy opinion, the propertv meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. In rtiy opinion, the 

Signature of certifying official Sv 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l cori imssion 
state or Federal agency and bureau 

& State Historic Preservation Officer 

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet. 

Signature of commenting or other official Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

5. National Park Service Certification 
I, hereby, certify that this property is: 

IS] entered in the National Register. 

I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National 

Register. \Z2 See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the 

National Register. 

I I removed from the National Register. 

I I other, (explain:) 

mom 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



6. Funct ion or Use Southbridqe Town Hall, Southbridqe. Massachusetts 
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) 

town hal l 
high school 

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions) 
town hal l 

7. Descr ipt ion 
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions) 

Romanesque Revival 

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

grani te 
foundation 
walls 

roof _ 
other. 

brick 

slate 
b rowns tone and t e r r a c o t t a t r i m 

Describe present and historic physical appearance. 

The Southbridge Town Hall is located at 41 Elm Street in the commercial and 
i ns t i t u t i ona l center of th is indust r ia l c i t y 20 miles southwest of Worcester. 
The bu i ld ing faces west toward Dresser Street, which runs perpendicular to Elm 
Street , on a small urban lo t of less than an acre. I t is approached from a 
wide walk and steps across the low terrassed f ron t yard with parking on the 
east and north sides. In th is yard is located a monument to the townsmen who 
served in the C iv i l War, a bronze statue of a soldier on a granite pedestal^NC.; 
the whole measuring about 12 fee t , and erected in 1914. The bui ld ing was 
constructed in 1888 to house the town o f f i c e s , meeting h a l l , and high school. 

The Southbridge Town Hall is a large bui ld ing in a broad and massive 
Romanesque Revival design. I t is as>metrical in massing, a cen t ra l , 
qable-front block with f lank ing round towers of unequal height, cross gabled 
and apsidal e l l s to the rear . I ts br ick wall surface is broken by brownstone 
and ter racot ta t r im that emphasizes hor izonta l l y across the main block and 
draws at tent ion to s t ructura l de ta i l s such as story d iv is ions and openings. 
The ornament employs the roundheaded arches of the medieval s ty le and the 
hallmarks of the late nineteenth century rev iva l including rough-faced stone 
t r i m , terra cotta checkering, and squat columns. The primary mass f the town 
ha l l is a br ick three s tory , gable- f ront block raised on a granite basement 
with paired center entr ies on i t s facade, low towers on the south west and 
nor th^els t corners, and ahigh tower on the northwest corner. At the rear the 
gable block is crossed by gabled project ing bays, and ^ smal l , apsidal 
hip-roofed block of a s ingle s tory on a basement extending from the rear 
w a l l . 

The town h a l l ' s chief facade faces west, and received the largest port ion or 
ornament The qable f r o n t , central port ion is dominated by central ized 
openings', clustered to f o r ^ a large,'roundheaded arch. The two entr ies on the 
f i r s t f l oo r are roundheaded and recessed, surrounded by squat colonettes 
supporting rough-faced arches a l l of brownstone. The colonettes are repeated 
on the se'ond f l o o r , d iv id ing the two large windows, and r i se to support the 
large half-round window in the tympanum. Small windows with round-arched 

[ x l See continuation sheet 
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heads f lank th is central element on the f i r s t and second f l oo r while the t i p 
of the gable block is t reated with three narrow windows. Rough-faced 
brownstone str ingcourses un i fy th is central block wi th i t s f lank ing round 
towers. The high tower has roundheaded openings at i t s base and l i g h t i n g the 
stairway, while the top is treated wi th ribbon windows, a checked cornise, and 
a hipped cornical roo f . The lower tower has square headed openings, a checked 
cornice, and a conical roof . The towered block held town o f f i ces on the f i r s t 
f l o o r , Memorial H a l l , a large auditorium, in the second f loor of the main 
b lock, and a balcony area in the upper story. The in te r io r of the main block 
remains largely i n t a c t , and some o r ig ina l stained glass remains. 

A secondary entrance on the north la te ra l wall o f the main block was recessed 
under a sepenta l arch between the north towers, but i t has been bricked i n . 
On the secondary e levat ions, regu la r ly spaced windows are both half-round and 
square headed, with brownstone t r im d iv id ing the i r transoms and extending to 
form str ingcourses. The rear port ion of the bu i l d i ng , including the cross 
gabled block and apsidal e l l , housed classrooms. 

Archaeology 

No preh is tor ic s i tes are recorded on the property and only one s i te is present 
in the ent i re town. While i t is possible that s i tes may have been present, 
h i s t o r i ca l development in the area and the r e l a t i v e l y small size of the l o t 
suggests that the l i ke l ihood of s i gn i f i can t preh is tor ic survivals is low. 
These factors also suggest that the potent ia l for s i gn i f i can t h i s t o r i c s i tes 
is low. Most evidence of the town's 18th century settlement appears to have 
been destroyed by la ter bu i ld ing construct ion. While la ter surv ivals may 
ex is t elsewhere in the town, l i t t l e evidence is present associating them wi th 
th is property. 



8. Statement of Significance Southbridge lown Ha11, Southbridge, Massachusetts 
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties: 

I I nationally • statewide [Y\ locally 

Applicable National Register Criteria [ Y \ A Q B 2 ] C I ID 

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) Q A H H B H J C [ Z } D Q E Q F j | G 

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates 

architecture 1888 1888 
_Community planning and development 

Cultural Affiliation 
N/A 

Significant Person Architect/Builder 
N/A unknown 

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above. 

The Southbridge Town Hall was b u i l t in 1888 to house town o f f i c e s , meeting 
h a l l , and high school. The substantial Romanesque Revival design is among the 
most ambitious in the town, and embodies many of the important character is t ics 
o f period municipal bu i ld ings . I t retains i n t e g r i t y of l oca t ion , design, 
se t t i ng , mater ia ls, workmanship, f ee l i ng , and associat ion, and meets Cr i t e r i a 
A and C of the National Register of His tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . 

The nominated property is the second town hal l b u i l t for the town of 
Southbridge, located on the Connecticut border in southwest Worcester County, 
Massachusetts. The defining topographical feature of the town is the 
Quinebaug River and the development of water-powered m i l l s along i t changed 
the town from a ru ra l ag r i cu l tu ra l area in the eighteenth century to an urban 
indus t r ia l center by the t h i r d quarter of the nineteenth century. At the 
height of the prosperi ty that accompanied th is expanding economy the town 
b u i l t a large and fashionable town h a l l , in the v i l l age that had h i s t o r i c a l l y 
been the c iv ic center and that became i t s commercial core as w e l l . 

When Worcester County was permanently se t t led by colonia ls ear ly in the 
eighteenth century, the square mile area that is now Southbridge was part of 
the t e r r i t o r y assigned to i t s three neighbors, Sturbr idge, Charlton, and 
Dudley. By 1730, se t t le rs came to the area and established the fami l ia r 
dispersed farmstead settlement pattern of a mixed grain and husbandry 
economy. Gr is t and saw m i l l s were established on the Quinebang by 1740, and 
the area had su f f i c i en t population to require a local schoolhouse in 1754. 
Late in the eighteenth century area residents began to plan for town 
format ion, and b u i l t a meetinghouse at Main and Elm Streets in 1797. Here met 
menbers o f several re l ig ions denominations, including Congregationists, 
Bapt is ts , Methodists, and Universa l is ts . "Honest Town" became a pol l parish 
in 1801, and was incorporated in 1816. Town meetings were held in the 1797 
meetingh ouse. 

|X] See continuation sheet 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

Steinitz, Michael, Claire Dempsey, Myron Stachiw, and Charlotte 
Worsham. Historic and Archaeological Resources of Central 
Massachusetts, 
1985. 

Boston, Massachusetts Historical Commission, 

Southbridge Town Report. Typescript at MHC, 1983 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) 

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
I I designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings 

Survey # 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

I I See continuation sheet 

Primary location of additional data: 
n n State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
f I University 
• other 
Specify repository: 
Inventory of the Histor ic Assets of the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts survpy #.302 

10. Geographical Data 
Less than one acre Acreage of property 

Quad: Southbridge Scale 1:24000 
UTM References 
A LiiSJ I7|4|5 

Zone Easting 
2iO| 14,616,1 19.5,0 B 

Northing 

I I I I 

Zone Easting 

D I I I I I I 

Northing 

J L 

I I See continuation sheet 

Verbal Boundary Description 

See assessors map 

I I See continuation sheet 

Boundary Justification 

The lot described above is that associated historically with the town hall 

I I See continuation sheet 

11. Form Prepared By 
name/title Susan Ceccacci for the Southbridge His tor ica l Comi^ission with Claire Dempsey 
nrgani7ationMassachusetts His tor ica l Coinnission date 14 May 1987 
street & number'̂ 80 Boylston Street Room 310 telephone( ) 727-8470 O^t t^ 
city or tnwn B o s t o n state zip code 
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Southbridge Town Hal 1, 
Southbridge, Massachusetts 

Section number ^ Page I 

More s ign i f i can t perhaps than i t s independence was the establishment here 
ear ly of t e x t i l e m i l l s . Cotton spinning m i l l s were b u i l t at Westvi l le in 
1811, at Globe Vi l lage in 1812, and at the Centre Vi l lage in 1813/14, where 
wool carding was begun the same year. Soon large companies emerged that would 
dominate the economy and stimulate growth in the i r v i l l ages , the Hamilton 
Woolen Company at Globe, Central Manufacturing at the Centre V i l l age , and 
Columbian Manufacturing, near Lensdale, both cot ton. The town's population 
increased f i v e f o l d during th is per iod, growing from 1 ,066 in 1820 to 5,208 in 
1870, and received s ign i f i can t numbers of immigrants, p r imar i l y French 
Canadians who made up 43% of the to ta l by 1875. This growth and d i ve rs i t y 
brought an elaboration of the community's public bu i ld ing stock clustered in 
the center v i l l a g e area that remained the town's c i v i c and i n s t i t u t i o n a l 
focus. The number of schools increased, the town's many denominations b u i l t 
the i r own churches, and the town b u i l t i t s f i r s t town ha l l in 1838. After 
disestablishment in 1833, towns in Massachusetts increasingly b u i l t separate 
meeting hal ls for the i r town meetings, often housing a selectmen's o f f i c e as 
w e l l . In Southbridge on Elm Street , the ha l l was b r i ck , two stor ies in height 
w i th a cupola, in the Greek Revival s t y l e . I t would la ter also contain the 
town's high school. 

Prosperity continued through the t h i r d quarter of the nineteenth century 
fueled by the growth of a new industry in the town, led by American Optical 
Company. By 1915, the town's population reached 14,217, of which nearly 4,000 
were employed at American Opt ica l . With expansion, the town's three v i l l ages 
coalesced into a s ingle urban area, with the Main Street corr idor act ing as 
i t s commercial center. New churches, meeting h a l l s , and stores were added in 
th is area, among them the new town ha l l in 1888. 

Southbridge's prosper i ty meant i t required a larger bu i ld ing and led i t to 
choose an elaborate form. Through the nineteenth century muncipally funded 
functions mu l t ip l ied as previously p r i va te ly funded a c t i v i t i e s of social 
welfare and, publ ic protect ion were taken over by the town. At the same time 
the public o f f i c i a l s overseeing these a c t i v i t i e s were increasingly assisted or 
replaced by a s t a f f of c l e r i ca l workers, admin is t ra tors , and paid 
professionals. Off ice space became an ever-larger port ion of town h a l l s . 
Like i t s predessor, the second town ha l l was mu l t i - f unc t i ona l . While attempts 
were made to separate the high school from the town o f f i ces and meeting ha l l 
th is proved f i n a l l y to be p roh ib i t i ve l y expensive. This larger bu i ld ing 
included o f f i ces and classrooms on the f i r s t f loor and a large auditorium on 
the second. 

continued 
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Southbridge Town Hall , 
Section number Page Southbridge, Massachusetts 

The town hall was constructed in the Romanesque Revival s ty le, popular in 
central Massachusetts during the period for public buildings including other 
meeting hal 1 s, schools, l ib rar ies , and commercial buildings. In Southbridge, 
however, the other large examples of the sty le, the Savings Bank (1887) and 
the Young Men's Christian Association (ca. 1899), have been demolished. Its 
design includes elements important to i ts community-defining ro le, including 
monumental size and entry, soaring clocktower and masonry construction. Only 
the later Notre Dame Church (1912) nearby on Main Street, a towered French 
Renasissance Revival design, is a r ival in size or elegance. 
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RESUBMISSION 

WASO Form - 177 
( " R " June 1984) 

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
N A T I O N A L PARK SERVICE 

Southbridge Town Hall 
Worcester County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due 
Action: 

^ resubmission 
• nomination by person or local government 
• owner objection 
• appeal 

Substantive Review: • sample • 

ACCEPT / / ' ^ i 7 
RETURN 
REJECT 

Federal Agency: 

request • appeal ^ 1 NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: , _ ^ • / ) 

m./Cri 
Reviewer 

iscipline 
Date 

see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited beiow 
.substantive reasons discussed belo\/ 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisit ion 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condit ion 

excellent 

i m good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

i m ruins 

I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Check one 

• original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 
[m completeness 
• clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
ED completeness 
n clarity 
ni l applicable criteria 
CZl justification of areas checked 
• relating significance to the resource 
CH context 
• relationship of integrity to significance 
CH justification of exception 
• other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
CJ Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to. 

Signed — Date Phone: 

G P O 91 e - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet 











The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary \ 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage ,; i JUL '̂ 
Executive Director 

Stale Historic Preservation Officer 
July 12, 1987 [_ 

Carol Shull 
Naticmal Register of His to r i c Places 
Department of the I n t e r i o r 
r a t iona l Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear ^fe. Shul l : 

Eiclosed you w i l l f i n d the fo l lowing nomination forns: 

T\vD BostcHi properties are being submitted: 

Congress Street F i re Stat ion, 344 Ccngress Street 

New Riding Club, 52 Hemenway Street, HPCA #0618-84^i4A-85-0799 

Concord, Mott Shaw, Thomas Estate, 317 G a r f i e l d Road, HPQV #10297MA. 

Southbridge, Southbridge Town H a l l , 41 Elm Street 

Waltham, Lawrence, Phineas House, 257 Trapelo Road 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State H i s t o r i c Preservation O f f i c e r , Owners were n o t i f i e d 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting 
and were afforded the opportunity to comment. Ccranents received to date 
are attached to the nomination form. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Friedberg 
ra t iona l Register Director-
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Conmission 

BF/ls 

Biclosure 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
E.xeculive Director 
State Historic Preservation Officer 

September 29, 1987 

Ms. Carol Shull 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, D.C. 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shull: 

Enclosed please find the following nomination forms returned after substantive 
review by your staff: 

Boston, 17 Cranston Street 

Boston, Hoxie, Timothy, House, 135 Hillside Street 

Boston(Roxbury), Westerly Burial Ground, Center Street 

Concord, Thomas Mott Shaw Estate, 317 Garfield Road 

Pittsfield, Providence Court, 379 East Street 

^/Southbridge, Southbridge Town Hall, 41 Elm Street 

All corrections have been made by the Massachusetts Historical Commission 
staff. All have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer. 

Sincerely, 

Betsy Triedberg National Register Director 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

end. 

OCT 5 i98i 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, MassachuseUs 02116 (617) 727-8470 


