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n NAME 
HISTORIC Thomas March Woodbridge House 

AND/OR COMMON 

Woodbridge House 

B LOCATION 
STREETS. NUMBER 

48 Br idge S t r e e t 
NOT FOR PUBLICATION 

CITY. TOWN 

Salem 
VICINITY OF 

Cgt^^ESSIONAL DISTRICT 

STATE CODE 

Massachusetts 025 
COUNTY 
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CODE 

009 

CLASSIFICATION 

CATEGORY 
—DISTRICT 
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—STRUCTURE 

—SITE 

—OBJECT 
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PUBLIC ACQUISITION 
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—BEING CONSIDERED 

STATUS 
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[OWNER OF PROPERTY 
NAME Children's Friend and Family Service Society 

servxce ag 

STREET & NUMBER 

48 Bridge Street 
CITY, TOWN 

Salem VICINITY OF MasslcHusetts 

[LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION 
COURTHOUSE. 

REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC. Essex Registry of Deeds 
STREET & NUMBER 

32 Federal Street 
CITY. TOWN 

Salem Massacliusetts 

REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS 

Inventory of the Historic Assets of the Commonwealth 
TITLE 

DATE 

1974 —FEDERAL X—STATE —COUNTY —LOCAL 
DEPOSITORY FOR 

SURVEY RECORDS Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
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H DESCRIPTION ; X 
CONDITION > CHECK ONE CHECK ONE 

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED J^CRIGINAL SITE 

X_GOOD —RUINS J U L T E R E D —MOVED DATE 

—FAIR —UNEXPOSED 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

The Thomas March Woodbridge House, c, 1809, i s a fins' f i v e bay F e ^ r a l house 
attributed by Fiske Kiiaball and others to Samuel Mc2?ntire. I t fai6es south on 
approximately 1/6 acre of land on the comer of March and Bridge Streets i n what i s now 
a semi-industrial area. Fortunately, the house was preserved f o r many years by the 
Society f o r the Preservation of New ,England Antiquities. I n 1955 i t was conveyed by 
deed to the North Shore Children's Friend Society, now the Children's Friend and Family 
Service Society of the North Shore, Inc., and has been maintained by a sub-committee 
of the Society known as the Preservers of Woodbridge House. 

I t i s a symmetrical three story mansion with a one story k i t c h e n - e l l to the rear. 
I t i s b u i l t of bric k l a i d i n Flemish bond and i s topped by a hip roof with four 
chimneys and a brick modillion cornice. The windows have stone l i n t e l s throughout 
with those on the f i r s t two floors having keystones, and 6/6 sash. The center 
window on the second f l o o r of the south side has been elongated. 

In the 1960's the o r i g i n a l and main four-columned Doric entrance porch was removed. 
I t was surmounted by a wooden modillion cornice and balustrade. The balusters have 
been preserved and are stored i n the c e l l a r . With the exception of t h i s porch, 
the brick modillion cornice and the elongated window, ( a l l on the south side,) the 
exterior of the house i s thought to have been altered very l i t t l e . 

The south doorway has an Adamesque e[Liptical f a n l i g h t and the s i d e l i g h t s , extending 
to the dado, have alternating arcs and ovals forming the tracery f o r the pattern 
of leading. The six panel door i s a replacement, but i s a reproduction of the o r i g i n a l 
and i n the proper s t y l e . 

The west entrance has a Greek pediment with modillion cornice and two Tuscan 
columns. There i s a six panelled door surmounted by a round headed f a n l i g h t with 
radiating spokes. A similar dooiway exists on the east side. 

The i n t e r i o r has remained i n t a c t , with the exception of one chimney piece, and i s 
noted f o r i t s b e a u t i f u l woodwork. Throughout there i s evidence of Mclntire's hand 
as a designer and carver i n the splendid beaded and dentiled cornices and handsomely 
carved chimney pieces. Each f l o o r has four rooms with the exception of the ground . . 
fl o o r which has the addition of the one room kit c h e n - e l l to the rear. On the west 
side there i s a h a l l and staircase i n addition to the main entry on the south side. 

Tlve main h a l l i s an impressive entrance. The cornice i s magnificently carved with a 
rope motif surmounted by modillions with a rosette design. This i s continued to 
the t h i r d f l o o r . The staircase i t s e l f has an unusual double feature, one side 
leading from the rear of the main h a l l , and each terminates i n a handsome volute at 
ground f l o o r l e v e l . The stringers are carved with double volutes. 

The two south parlors are p a r t i c u l a r l y notable f o r t h e i r d e l i c a t e l y carved woodwork. 
The south-west parlor has an elegant large balled cornice surmo\anted by f l u t e d 
modillions. The central panel of the chimney piece i s adorned wi t h a be a u t i f u l 
Mclntire basket of f r u i t and over the reeded engaged coltamns are flanking panels 
ornamented with sheafs of wheat. 
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Original shutters survive throughout the house and i n the south-east parlor the 
chair r a i l i s carved with r i c h Chinese fretwork. Here, the chimney piece i s carved 
with an oval medallion framed with bead work and the fireplace surround i s framed 
with a diamond pattern molding. Most of the upstairs rooms have equally fine 
features. 
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—1400-1499 

—1500-1599 
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ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 

—COMMUNITY PLANNING 

—CONSERVATION 

—ECONOMICS 

—EDUCATION 

—ENGINEERING 

—EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT 

—INDUSTRY 

—INVENTION 

CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW 
—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE 
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—LITERATURE 
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—PHILOSOPHY 
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—OTHER (SPECIFY) 

SPECIFIC DATES G1809 BUILDER/ARCHITECT attributed to Samuel Mclntire 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 

The Woodbridge House, 1809, i s s i g n i f i c a n t as an extremely well preserved Federal 
mansion a t t r i b u t e d to Samuel Mclntire, Salem's most famous architect. Hamilton 
Hall and the Pierce Nichols House are two great examples of his work i n Salem. 
Most of the exterior remains unaltered and the maginficent i n t e r i o r woodwork i s 
substantially i n t a c t (as discussed extensively i n Section 7). 

The land on vhich the house stands was inherited by Thomas March Woodbridge from 
his father, Dudley, who died i n 1799. From tax records, the house appears to have 
been b u i l t on the property i n 1809. Thomas Woodbridge (1765-1841) owned a tannery 
i n Salem and was elected a member of the Salem School Committee i n 1810. 

After Woodbridge's death, the house passed through many hands including the ' " 
Society for the Preservation of New England A n t i q u i t i e s . I t i s now maintained 
by the Custodians of Woodbridge House under the auspices of the Children's 
Friend and Family Service Society of the North Shore, Inc. 
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NAME, •AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER:^oodbridge, Thomas March, House 

OTHER KÂ-ESi Woodbrldge House ^ / J , l ( 6 ^ a ) 

LOCATION: j 
U-^TRtET*NUMBER ^̂ Q B r i d g e S t ^ e t -

^ ' OTY.TOWN S a l e m / CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT ^^.J.^ 

VICINITY OF 

"^"^ Essex code 009 

^WNER OF PROPERTY; (Circle) ( ^ ^ ^ ^ 

ADMINISTRATOR(underline) 

A l T I A L S , i J - C ^ . 

DOE March 3 1 , 1975 

STATE LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER 

FEDERAL(AGENCY NAME): 

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE^ N.ATLANTIC ) MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST MIDWEST 

SOOTm-ffiST ROCKY MOUNTAIN VEST PACIFIC NORTmiEST 

F E A T U R E S : 'EKIOR EXTERIOR 
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ACCESS-

Subste in t ia l ly i n t a c t - 1 
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_ not applicable - 7 
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D 

s u b s t a n t i a l l y i n t a c t - 2 
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_ f A I R 
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—UNEXPOSED 
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—MOVED 
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historic district*> 
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J 
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no 
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—ART 

—COMMERCE 

—COMMUNICATIONS 
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UMD Approva l NO. Z 9 - R 0 2 I B 

FEDERAL ASSISTANCE 
1 . TYPE 

OF 
ACTION 

(3farJc ap-
jtropriata 
box) 

• PREAPPLICATIOf) 
0 APPLICATIOM 
• N0TJK1CA7I0N OF INTENT (Opt) 
• REPORT OF FEDERAL ACTION 

2 . APPLI­

C A N T S 

APPLI ­

CATION 

• . NUMBER 

b. DATE 
ifcar month day 

19/7 03 30 

3. ST». 
APPLICA­
T ION 
IDENTI­
FIER 

NUMBER 

75050496 
b. DATE 

ASSIGNED 

Year 

19 75 
month 

06 
day 

16 
Leave 
Blanic 

LEGAL APPLICANT/RECIPIENT 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l commission 1. Appllcint Himt 

b. Or(>niatlon Unit 

c. Stnt t /P.O. Box 

d. City 

f. Stat* 

294 Washington s t r e e t 
Boston County : S u f f o l k 
Massachusetts g. ziPCodo: 02108 

h. Contact Person (Name E l i z a b e t h Reed AmadoH, S.H.P.O 
A telephone No.) : ( 6 1 7 ) 7 2 7 - 8 4 7 0 

5. FEDERAL EMPLOYER IDENTIFICATION NO. 

0 4 6 - 0 0 2 - 2 8 4 

PRO­
GRAM 

(From 
Federal 
Catalotf) 

1. NUMBER F P I" 
b. TITLE 

H i s t o r i c Preservation 

7. TITLE AND DESCRIPTION OF APPLICANT'S PROJECT Essex County,Salem 
Thomas March Woodbridge House Development Project 
"Replace the deteriorated roof, dormer sash, and 
insulate the a t t i c . " Source of non-federal match 

i s preservers of the Thomas March Woodbridge House 
funds and a grant from the Neal Rantoul Foundation. 

8. TYPE OF APPLICANT/RECIPICNT 
A - S t i t i 
B-lntentate 
C-Substato 

District 
D-County 
E-City 
F-School District 
C-Spocial Purpos* 

District 

H-Community Action Agency 
I- Hitner Educational Institution 
J- Indian TrIba 
K-Othar (Specify): 

Enter appropriate letter A 

9. TYPE OF ASSISTANCE 
A-Basic Grant D-lnsurance 
B-Supplentantal Grant E-Othcr 
C-loan 

Enter appro- \ T  
pTiateyetter(t) \A \ 

10. AREA OF PROJECT IMPACT (Names of cities, counties. 
States, ele.) 

Conmionwealth o f Massachusetts 

1 1 . ESTIMATED NUM­
BER OF PERSONS 
BENEFITING 

5,689,170 

12. TYPE OF APPLIC.^T10N 
A-New C-Kivision E-Augncntation 
B-Ranewal D-Continuition c-—• 

£ n t e r appropr ia te letter f \ 1 

13. PROPOSED FU.SD!NG 14. CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICTS OF: 15. TYPE OF CHANGE (For Jte or ISi) 

t . FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

t . STATE 

d. LOCAL 

4,900 .00 
5 , 8 5 0 .CO 

.00 

.00 

a. APPLICm 

16. PROJECT START 
DATE year month day 

19 see ff34 

b. PROJECT 

17. PROJECT 
DURATION 

° Months 

.it-lncrsase DolUrs 
B-0ecr«S5< Coliars 
C-lncrcasa Durstion 
D-Dacrease Duf:iticn 
E-Canc«ltat!on 

F-Oli;«.- (Specify): 

Ent^r appro-
priate tctter(s) 

t . OTHER .00 

f. TOTAL 10,750 .00 

18. ESTIMATED DATE TO 
EE SUBMITTED TO 
FEDER-^iL AGENCY > 

Year month day 

" 7 7 03 30 

19. EXISTING FECEHAL IDENTIFICATION MJMBER 

25-76-00566-00 
20. FEDERAL AGENCY TO RECEIVE REQUEST (Name. City, SiaU, ZIP code) 

National Park Service, Washington D.C, 20240 
2 1 . REMARKS ADDED  

• Y«s a No 
2 2 . 

THE 
APPLICANT 
CERTIFIES 
T H A T ^ -

I . To tha best of my kn<,H',cii» and baliaf, 
data In this preappli^itio.i/iipplicalian aic 
tnia and correct, tho liocun-.ent has baan 
duly aufiarizod by tha tovemins body of 
tha applicant and tha ac^licant mill comply 
with tho attached auurancas if tho K s b t -
inc* Is ipprovsd. 

b. If required by OMB Cirtuler A-95 this apMt-.'jtiion »S5 iubmiittd, pL'rr.'jfrit to in- No r»-
structior.s therein, to apprcpriJte cle^rinthous?. eiJ »:\ responses ere attach:*: spouse 

Response 
attashed 

Office of state Planning • 
• 
• 

• 
• 

23. 
CERTIFYING 
REPRE­
SENTATIVE 

I . TYPED NAME ANC TITLE 

Elizabeth Reed Amadon, Exec. 
Dir. and S.H.P.O. 

b. SIGNATURE 

(TVs 

c. DATE SIGNED 
yemr month day 

" 77 03 30 

2 4 . AGENCY NAME 

Department of the I n t e r i o r 
25. APPLICA- Veer 
TION 
RECEIVED 19 7 7 

month day 

4 5 
26 . ORGANIZATIONAL UNIT 

N a t i o n a l Park Service 
2 7 . ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICE 

Grants Administration Div. 
28. FEDERAL APPLICATION 

IDENT l f lCAT lON 

2 9 . ADDRESS 

18th & C Sts., N.W.> Washington. D.C. 20240 
30. FEDERAL GRANT 

3 1 . ACTION TAKEN 

Q 1 . AWARDED 

• b. REJECTED 

• e. RHURNED FOR 

AMENDMENT 

• d. DEFERRED 

• a. WITHDRAWN 

32 . FUNDING 

I . FEDERAL 

b. APPLICANT 

e. STATE 

d. LOCAL 
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TOTAL 

4.900 .00 
5 . 8 5 0 .00 

.00 

.00 

.00 

10.750 -00 

33. ACTION DATE • 

Year month day 

1977 06 15 

34. Yaax mor.i/i day 
STARTING 
DATE 19 77 06 13 

35. CONTACT FOR ADDITIONAL INFORMA­
TION (Name arvi tst tphone number ) 

Stephen D. Newman 
(202) 523-5472 

36. Year month 
ENDING 
DATE 19 80 06 

day 

12 
37. REMARKS ADDED 

No 

38 . 

FEDERAL AGENCY 
A - 9 5 ACTION 

a. In taking tbnve action, any coaiRiants recaiwd 
aidared. If accnry («]pan>a is due under prorisions 
it has been or is being made. 

from ciearinckoiises w«r9 eon-
at Part 1, 0U8 Circular A-9S, 

b. FEDERAL AGENCY A-35 OFFICIAL 
(Name arui telephone no.) 

same as //35 
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