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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The O'Dell House is located on a small rise near the French Broad- 
River at Old Newport. The river location and the obvious antiqui 
ty of the structure form a striking sight in coming upon the 
property.

The house was built in 1814- by Abel Gilleland. It is a two-story 
Federal style brick structure built upon a stone foundation. The 
door frames (first and second floors) are the most unusual aspect 
of the home. The upper frame is curved at the top; the lower is 
rectangular. Windows outline each door. From a photograph taken 
earlier in this century it appears that the original facade was 
never altered; unfortunately, the porch and steps from the door 
have fallen down. The ceiling of the second floor is^ not as high 
as that of the first; the windows are complementary—not as tall 
on the second floor. "S!1 shaped hinges protrude on the exterior 
at the separation of the floors.

Under what was the front porch a door leads to a full basement. 
Behind the house a kitchenr aM. utility space were added. The 
addition is a one story clapboard structure. The interior appears 
to be in fair condition.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The O'Dell House is the only remnant of "New Port" (or Old Newport) 
The town was the original seat of Cocke County government. It 
was laid out in 1799. "New Port" lay at the juncture of the 
Washington Post Road (via Jonesboro) and another post road going 
to North Carolina. The French Broad was navigable as far as 
"New Port." The town was originally the site of Fine T s Ferry, 
an operation run by Peter Fine as early as 1787. The southern 
landing of Fine T s Ferry would be comparable to the side yard of 
the 0 TDell House.

Abel Gilleland, the first owner of the property, was the son of 
John Gilleland who settled in the area in 1783. The elder Gillelanc. 
was an organizer of the State of Franklin; he was a delegate to 
the convention of 1785; and he gave the land to the Cocke County 
commissioners upon which "New Port" was built.

The townsite moved about 3 miles west to the present county seat 
of Cocke County, Newport, around 1867 after the railroad was 
built along Pigeon River.

The O'Dell house is very significant to the area because it is the 
only physical reminder of the once-bustling town of Old Newport* 
It is also significant architecturally as a good example of the 
type of residence built by men of prominence in early East Tennessee;, 
relatively few of which are still to be found in this area.



O'Dell, Ruth W., Over the Misty Blue Hills: The Story of Cocke County (Newport, 1951). —— ——— — ————

Morristown Citizen-Tribune, June 2, 1968.

Interview with Miss Mary R. Ruble, Cocke County Historian.
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