Form No. 10-300 REV. (9/77)

UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
INVENTORY -- NOMINATION FORM

SEE INSTRUCTIONS IN HOW TO COMPLETE NAT/IONAL REGISTER FORMS
TYPE ALL ENTRIES -- COMPLETE APPLICABLE SECTIONS
EBNAME

HISTORIC
Allenhurst Railroad Station
AND/OR COMMON '

LOCATION

STREET & NUMBER
Main Street

—_NOT FOR PUBLICATION
CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
Allenhurst — VICINITY OF 3rd
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
New Jersey 034 Monmouth 025
CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS PRESENT USE
__DISTRICT __PUBLIC XXoccuplED —AGRICULTURE __MUSEUM
XXBUILDING(S) X PRIVATE —UNOCCUPIED —_COMMERCIAL __PARK
__STRUCTURE _BOTH —WORK IN PROGRESS —_EDUCATIONAL  __PRIVATE RESIDENCE
_SITE PUBLIC ACQUISITION ACCESSIBLE __ENTERTAINMENT _RELIGIOUS
__OBJECT __IN PROCESS XXYES: RESTRICTED __GOVERNMENT  __SCIENTIFIC
__BEING CONSIDERED —_YES: UNRESTRICTED __INDUSTRIAL X TRANSPORTATION
—NO __MILITARY __OTHER:
OWNER OF PROPERTY
NAME
Allenhurst Plaza, Inc.
STREET & NUMBER
P.0. Box 69
CITY. TOWN o " STATE
Deal —_ VICINITY OF New Jersey 07723
1
i LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIPTION
COURTHOQUSE,
REGISTRY OF DEEDS,ETC.  Ha1] of Records — Mommouth County
STREET & NUMBER
Main Street
CITY. TOWN STATE
Freehold New Jersey 07728
FA REPRESENTATION IN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE
New Jersey Historic Sites Inventory
DATE
__FEDERAL X STATE _COUNTY __LOCAL
DEPOSITORY FOR
SURVEY RECORDS 109 West State Street
CITY, TOWN STATE

Trenton New Jersey




DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
__EXCELLENT _XDETERIORATED XUNALTERED XORIGINAL SITE
—GOO0D __RUINS __ALTERED —MOVED DATE
—FAIR __UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Allenhurst Railroad Station is an 1897 Queen Anne/Neo-Clas-
sical structure with a height of 1 1/2 stories.

The cream enameled brick building is surmounted by a large hip
bell-shaped roof with the original slate. The roof projects
beyond the brick construction portion on all 4 sides with curved
Flemish eaves. It projects an especially long way on the track
side where it also spreads laterally along the track. A long
(43') open veranda on Tuscan Colonades is to the north. The
columns continue at regular intervals along the track side for the
137' length of the structure.

The lateral extension to the north has a similar roof of its own
but of- a slightly lower profile than the main roof. The roof to
the south of the ticket agent's bay has a small double hip roof
with a double peak.

The garret of the main portion is 1lit by a triple sash window
dormer on the track side and by two windows in the rear. Both
dormers have small hip roofs which play at right angles against
the main roof.

At all corners of the station is quoining of rough red brick
dentated horizontal pattern. Similarly, vertical rough red brick
decoration is featured over the window hoods with a large stone
keystone.

The track side features one 3 sided bay which serves as the ticket
agent's booth. Doors are simple with small raised panels. All
windows except one on the first floor are of a single sash with
one pane above and one below. '

The interiors are essentially original with vertical wainscoting
from the baseboard to the ceiling. The ceiling is wainscoted but
has intersecting decorative beams which span the length and width
of the ceiling. The waiting room also features two center stand-
ing radial shaped steam radiators and plain wooden benches.

One unusual aspect of this station is the southern addition
construction. A sketch dated 1898 and a photograph of approxi-
mately the same date shows a double canopy building. Records
indicate that additional construction occurred in 1900. This
evidence suggests that the southern addition was constructed at
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Allenhurst Railroad Station is an example of a tasteful yet
most basic form of the Queen Anne-Neo-Classical period stations
along the New Jersey Central Railroad Line. Allenhurst was a
resort development with a transient population. The Railroad
Station played an unusually large part in the life and growth of
the town as it presented to the arrxiving and departing vacationer
the first and last impression of the town.

. The Station was designed as the central point in the Allenhurst
parkscape plan and has functioned nobly as a gateway to a predom-
inantly turn-of-the-century town whose well-planned streets, lined
now with stately trees, lovely lawns and gardens and well kept
spacious homes, serve as a viable reminder of a past era and of
sound community planning.

The Station was built in response to the seashore development
scheme of the Coast Land Improvement Company who in 1895 purchased
the Allen farm and immediately began the layout of lots and
streets. The additional purchase of two other large farms quickly
followed and by April 26, 1897, the land area was incorporated as
a Boro which has not changed in size for the last 82 years.
During the years 1895 to 1898, 158 new buildings were erected.
Today, there are approximately 300 homes in Allenhurst yet the
Railroad Station has remained unchanged as an exit and entry
symbol and is easily identified as "Allenhurst".
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The nominated property occupies city Block 23, Lot 2, and is rectangular in shape,
approximately 315' by 52' in dimensions. (See Continuation Sheet)
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Description cont'd

this time. This consists of four additional rooms probably for
the purpose of baggage handling as the result of the successful
rapid development of the community into a summer resort. Except
for minor elements such as door hardware and the roof design, it
is very difficult to realize that about 50% of the first floor was
added at this later date.

The present owner of the Allenhurst Railroad Station bought the
property from New York and Long Branch Railroad in 1966. In a
deteriorated state, the station is presently threatened with
demolition. The property is zoned for office buildings and a site
plan has been prepared for the owner.
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Verbal Boundary Description Continued

The area is within the street areas bounded to the west by the railroad tracks,

to the east by Main Street and town park, to the south by Corlies Avenue and to
the north by Speir Avenue and Lake Drive.




