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DESCRIBEB . THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

These Union and Confederate earthen fortifications lie
on both sides of Nickajack Creek where it enters the
Chattahoochee River. They are only segments of extensive
entrenchments used in the summer of 1864 in the battle for
Atlanta. Part of ‘them is endangered by development.

" Most military remnants from this fierce and important
campaign have been destroyed as metropolitan Atlanta has
developed in the past century. These remaining fortifi-
cations are in Cobb County, in an area which was rural until
the 1950's. The land surrounding the trenches had been
cultivated until the 1940's but, for the most part, the
trenches were left undisturbed. They contain hardwoods

and low bushes while the land immediately around them is
covered in pines 8-10 inches in diameter. There has been

a minimum amount of erosion.

This land was part of the Cherokee territory taken by
the state of Georgia in 1838. There are sub-soil remnants
of two Indian sites on each side of Nickajack Creek and
the artifacts indicate that Indians used the land from the
Archai¢ period (c. 3000 B.C.) to late Mississippi period
(1500-1600 A.D.).

Generally speaking, the entrenchments east of Nickagack
Creek were Confederate, west were Union. The Confederate
portion is the southerly end of a line about five to six
miles long whiagh ran roughly parallel to the Chattahoochee
River. This defensive line was constructed in June, 1864.
Gen. Joseph Johnston's engineers, heavy units of the

eorgig militia, and about a:thousand impressed black
laborers spent a month or more working on it.

This remaining portion of Johnston's fortification is lo-
cated on a ridge extending north from the junction of
Nickajack Creek and the Chattahoochee. About one-forth
of the original five-six mile trench remains.

The fortification consists of a long earthwork following
the creést of the rldge, with riflé pits in front, two
trlangular earth forts, many redoubts,. and a semi-lunar
shaped gun emplacement at the end near the creek. (Basic-
ally this is a trench with dirt piled high on one bank
and strengthened at intervals with places for heavy artil-
lary.)

Across the Nlckajack southwest, there is a hill which
overlooks th&~ “juncture of the creek and the Chattahoochee
River. On top of this hill there is an 1rregular pentagonal
gun emplacement which is about 30 feet in diameter. It
propably was about four feet deep originally, but is about
three feet deep now. This hill may be cut down to bedrock,
about 15 feet, either to get fill for the highway, to
make a site for a warehouse, or both (See inSert a;vdrawin
for the gun emplacement.) //- S o

A federally-funded highway is scheduled to be constructed
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across this land in the fall of 1973. A cut about 16 feet
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will be made either 40 or 60 feet from the northernmost
triangular fort.

The Union portion, west of Nickajack Creek, is the
countermeasure for Johnston's line. The major trench is
240 feet long, the other is about 100 feet. They are 130
feet apart and are located between a quarter and a half
mile from the mouth of the creek.

Gen. William Sherman wrote of the fighting which accompanies
his appraach to the Chattahoochee River and the battle of
Atlanta, in the second volume of his memoirs and on page
55 described how the trenches generally were constructed:

"The enemy and ourselves used the same form of rifle
trench, varied according to the nature of the ground, viz:
the trees and bushes were cut away for a hundred yards or
more in front, serving as an abatis or entanglement; the
parapets varied from four to six feet high, the dirt
taken from a ditch outside and from a covered way inside,
and this parapet was surmounted by a "head-log", composed
of the trunk of a tree from twelve to twenty inches at
the butt, lying along the interior crests of the parapet
and resting in notches cut in other trunks which extended
back forming an inclined plane, in case the head-log should
be knocked inward by a cannon-shot. The men of both armies
became extremely skillful in the construction of these
works, because each man realized their value and importance
to himself, so that it required no orders for their construct
ion."
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The fortifications nominated here are among the few remaining
traces of both armies on the northern perlmeter of Atlanta
and they are in very good condition. T

In his memoirs, Gen. William Sherman said that he had often
been asked by well-meaning friends when the thought of marching
through Georgia first entered his mind, and he wrote,"I
knew that an army which had penetrated Georgia as far as
Rtlanta could not turn back."

Gen. Joseph Johnston had a five to six mile defensive
entrenchment dug on the northwest of Atlanta. It ran from
just above the railroad bridge (Chattanooga-Atlanta track)
generally parallelling the Chattahoochee River downstream
to Nickajack Creek.w The creek was a few hundred yards
downstream from the river crossing called Turner's Ferry
which is mentioned a number of times in the general's
memoirs.

This was the last line of defense north of the Chattahoochee
and it gave Johnston a chance to get his troops and trains
across the'-river.

When Sherman saw the river line, of which he had not been
fully informed, he called it "one of the strongest pieces
of field-fortifications I ever saw". He hoped to catch
Johnston in the confusion of retreat, especially at the
crossing of the Chattahoochee River. (Sherman, p. 62)

He was told about the line when a black, caught in the
gunfire at the trenches during a 1lull, turned himself in

to the Union skirmishers. Sent to Sherman he explained that
he and a thousand slaves had been at work a month or more

on the lines which extended from the river about a mile
above the railroad bridge to Turner's ferry below.

While there wereno major battles in the area nominated,
there was considerable activity. Sherman wrote, on page
68 of his memoirs:

"At this time Stoneman was very active on our extreme right,
pretending to be searthing the river below Turner's Ferry for
a crossing, and was watched closely by the enemy's cavalry
on the other side. McPherson, on the right, was equally
demonstrative at and near Turner's Ferry."
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, Atlas to Accoqgany Official Records of the Union and Confederate

Armies 1861~1865, 1892, Washington
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Company, 1874

Sherman, W. T., Memoirs of General W. T. Sherman, Vol. II, N.Y.: Appleton

and Company, 1875.
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Sherman shrewdly went around the strong Confederate lines
and approached Atlanta from other directions and closed in
on Atlanta. Johnston retreated and Sherman called for
a two-day truce so citizens could leave the city. Confederats
General J.B. Hood replied in a letter "that the unprecedented
measures you propose transcends, in studied and ingenious
cruelty, all acts ever before brought to my attention in
the dark history of war." (P. 119)

The two soldiers exchanged bitter notes. Sherman
answered that Hood defended Atlanta on a "line so close
to town that every cannon-shot and many musket shots..that
overshot their mark went into the habitations of women and
children..."

Hood charged that Sherman did not give notice of his intent
to shell Atlanta "which is usual in war among civilized
nations". Sherman replied "war is cruelty and you cannot
refine it."

Besides being part of a major defensive line, the
Confederate entrenchments areé particularly important for the
variety of well-preserved defensive measures they contain.
This area, on a ridge overlooking the Chattahoochee River,
should be preserved as a small,quiet park. The Union
trenches, on the southwest side of the Nickajack, will be
fenced off by the present owners and cannon and cannonballs
will be displayed there.
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