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1. Name 

historic Stafford H i l l Memorial (Preferred) 

and or common S t a f f o r d H i l l Monument 

2. Location 
street & number S t a f f o r d H i l l Road N/A not for publication 

city, town C h e s h i r e fiZA vicinity of 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s ^^^^ county B e r k s h i r e code 

3. Classif ication 
Category Ownership Status Present Use 

district ^ public occupied agriculture museum 
building(s) private ^ unoccupied commercial ^ park 

?L structure both work in progress educational private residence 
site Public Acqu is i t ion Accessib le entertainment religious 
object in process yes: restricted government scientific 

„N/Ajeing considered J L yes: unrestricted industrial transportation 
no military other: 

4. Owner of Property 

name 
Town of Cheshire 

street & number 
Town Hal l , Church Street 

city, town Cheshire N / A vicinity of state Massachusetts 01225 

5. Location of Legal Description 
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Nor thern Berksh i re R e g i s t r y of Deeds 

street & number 65 Park Street 

city, town 
Adams state Massachusetts 01220 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 
title H i s t o r i c Assets o f the Commonwealth has this property been determined eligible? yes no 

of Massachusetts 
date 1979 Inventory #902 federal state county local 

depository for survey records Mass. H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

city, town ^0 Boy l s ton S t r e e t , Boston state Massachusetts 



7 - D e s c r i p t i o n CHESHIRE: Stafford Hill Memorial 

Condition Check one Cj^eck one 
excellent deteriorated unaltered original site 

^ good ruins altered moved date _ 
fair unexposed 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

The Stafford Hill Memorial is a tal l cylindrical structure constructed of 
local fieldstone in random rubble construction. The tower is located near the 
crest of Stafford Hill (elevation 15301) in Cheshire, a tiny rural h i l l town 
just south of Adams, Massachusetts in northern Berkshire County. The Memorial 
is sited on an open, grassy lot 434' west of Stafford Hill Road. Its lot 
abuts the Stafford Hill Wildlife Management Area to the south and commands a 
dramatic vista of the Berkshire h i l l s . 

The Stafford Hill Memorial occupies a 1.28 acre lot which comprises a small 
portion of Colonel Stafford's house lot #5. On house lot #5, originally a 200 
acre farm, Stafford constructed his own house, which served as a tavern, and a 
post office and store. No buildings remain on the site today. I t is unlikely 
that any archaeological features associated with Stafford's farm remain within 
the memorial lot; however, the potential for archaeological remains related to 
Stafford's and later occupancies is moderately high in the immediately 
surrounding area. 

The Memorial stands 25 feet in diameter and consists of a simple cylinder 
pierced at its base with eight arched entries to the interior of the 
monument. The monument rises 25 feet to a f l a t roof which is topped with a 
flagpole. Above the south arch is an inset marble plaque {3' X 4'), inscribed 
"1777, Erected in Memory of the Pioneers and Patriots of New Providence, 
1927." Three other plaaues once occupied niches at the other compass points. 

The interior of the Memorial is finished with concrete walls (a recent 
treatment, 1967) and contains a 56" X 32" concrete crypt in which is set the 
arched marble tombstone {36" X 20") of Colonel Joab Stafford. The crypt 
contains the remains of Colonel Stafford. These were exhumed from a small 
cemetery on Windsor Road to the south and placed in the crypt in 1927, when 
the memorial was constructed. The tombstone, with a simple urn in relief at 
the top reads: 

"In Memory of Col. Joab Stafford who Fought & bled in his Countrys Cause 
at the Battle of Bennington August 16, 1777, who departed this l i f e Nov 
22th 1802 aged 72 years He descended to the tomb with an unsullied 
Reputation." 

Beginning in 1929, five bronze plaques (24" X 36") were placed between the 
arches in the interior of the tower. Commemorating events in the l i f e of 

Conti nued 
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National Register of Historic P laces 
Inventory—Nomination Form 

CHESHIRE: Stafford 
Continuation sheet "^11 Memorial Item number ^ page 

Colonel Stafford, the Revolutionary War and in New Providence (the original 
name of the present town of Cheshire), none of the plaques remain today. Two 
were stolen by vandals. The remaining three were removed and are now in 
storage at the Cheshire Town Hall and the Franklin Masonic Lodge in Adams. 

The plaques included ones placed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts (1929), 
State of New York (1930), Franklin Masonic Lodge (1933), The Silver Greys 
Volunteer Independent Company of Militia (1933) and the Massachusetts Children 
of the American Revolution (1967). 

The Tower, designed by Newton C. Bond, a North Adams architect, was modeled on 
the Newport, Rhode Island stone tower (grist mill s t i l l standing in Touro 
Park; once the property of Benedict Arnold). The McGrath Building Company of 
Adams built the structure, which was dedicated on July 4, 1927. The Berkshire 
Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution erected the monument and 
retained ownership until 1974, when they deeded the memorial to the Town of 
Cheshire. 



8. S i g n i f i c a n c e CHESHIRE: Stafford H i l l Memorial 

Period Areas of Signi f icance—Check and just i fy below 
prehistoric 
1400-1499 
1500-1599 
1600-1699 
1700-1799 
1800-1899^ 

Speci f ic dates 

archeology-prehistoric 
archeology-historic 
agriculture 
architecture 
art 
commerce 
communications 

1927 

community planning 
conservation 
economics 
education 
engineering 

landscape architecture 
law 
literature 
military 
music 

exploration settlement philosophy 
industry politics government 
invention 

religion 
science 
sculpture 
social/ 
humanitarian 
theater 
transportation 
other (specify) 

Bui lder /Archi tect Eugene _B_. Bowem/Newt o n S L Bond— 

Statement of S ign i f icance (in one paragraph) 

The Staf ford H i l l Memorial commemorates the l i f e of Colonel Joab Staf ford 
(1730-1802), the surveyor and f i r s t s e t t l e r of New Providence (now Cheshire), 
Massachusetts and commander of the local "S i lver Greys" m i l i t i a , who fought a t 
the Bat t le of Bennington, August 16, 1777. The memorial stands on the s i te of 
Cheshire's f i r s t sett lement. Colonel S ta f fo rd 's farmstead. Erected in 1927, 
the memorial i s a modest f ie ldstone structure marking and protect ing the grave 
of Colonel S ta f fo rd , which was relocated to the memorial from a nearby 
cemetery a t the time of construct ion. The Memorial retains i n t e g r i t y of 
l oca t i on , s e t t i n g , workmanship and fee l ing and possesses associations with the 
l i f e of Colonel Joab Sta f fo rd . As such, i t meets c r i t e r i o n B of the National 
Register of His tor ic Places on the local l e v e l . As the grave of an h i s to r i ca l 
f igure of outstanding local importance to 18th century Cheshire, the memorial 
meets exception C of the National Register. There are no other known s i tes or 
extant bui ld ings d i r ec t l y associated wi th S ta f fo rd 's productive l i f e . In 
add i t i on , the Staf ford H i l l Memorial, a property pr imar i ly commemorative in 
i n t e n t , i s invested with symbolic value on the local level as a memorial to 
the town's greatest Revolutionary War hero and pioneering s e t t l e r , Joab 
Sta f fo rd . Thus, i t meets exception F of the National Register. 

Staf ford H i l l or New Providence plantat ion consisted of a 2 X 3 mile t r a c t of 
5500 acres comprising the north part of present-day Cheshire. Pr ior to 
English sett lement, the t r ac t was divided between the towns of Hat f ie ld and 
Worthington, Massachusetts in 1762 and 1765 to allow addit ional lands for 
those two towns. In 1765 and 1766, the two towns sold the i r lands to land 
speculators, Nicholas Cook and Joseph Bennett of Coventry, Rhode Is land. 
Later in 1766, Bennett hired a neighbor. Captain Joab S ta f fo rd , to survey the 
t r a c t and lay out t h i r t y - t h ree farm l o t s . When Bennett of fered them for sale 
to prospective s e t t l e r s , Staf ford purchased three l o t s (#5, #7 and #22) and 
moved wi th his wi fe and family to New Providence. 

S ta f fo rd 's 200-acre house l o t (#5), on which he b u i l t his house and a s to re , 
became the center of the f ledg l ing community. S ta f fo rd 's house and store also 
functioned as a tavern and post o f f i ce fo r the Coventry, Rhode Island natives 
who came to se t t l e the area in the la te 1760s. Al l of these se t t le rs were 
members of the same Baptist Congregation in Coventry and, in 1770, they formed 
and constructed the New Providence Bapt ist Church, the f i r s t church b u i l t i n 
the sett lement. The p lanta t ion 's existence as an independent enterpr ise was 
shor t - l i ved and by 1780, New Providence had been annexed to Adams, the next 
town nor th . In 1793, Cheshire was incorporated as a separate town. 

Continued 



9. Major Bibliographical References 

See Attached 

10. Geographical Data 
1.28 Acres 

Windsor, MA 
Acreage of nominated proj 

Quadrangle name 

UTM References M e m o r i a l Tower 
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Verbal boundary desc r ip t ion and j us t i f i ca t i on 
Reference Nor thern Berksh i re Reg i s t ry of 

Deeds, Book 639, Page 631 , A p r i l 25, 1974 and Book 380, Page 343, J u l y 16, 1926. 

See attached sketchmap. 
List a l l s ta tes and coun t ies for proper t ies over lapping s ta te or county boundar ies 

state j ^y^ code county 
HfJ/A-

code 

state code county code 

11. Form Prepared By 
Sarah J . Zimmerman, D i r e c t o r , P rese rva t ion Planning w i t h 

name/title James N. P a r r i s h , Berksh i re County Rpgjnnal PlanrLingXommission-

organlzatlon M a s s a c h u s e t t s H i s t o r i c a l Commiss ion 

street & number 80 B o y l s t o n S t r e e t 

n / n / 8 s 

telephone (617) 727-8470 

city or town Boston state MA 02116 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state x local 

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service. 

State Historic Preservation Officer s ignature N^jjjUAJL / '~XdiQ/AXCZ^ 

title Execut ive D i r e c t o r , Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Comtn 

For NPS use only 
I hereby certify that this 

ission date ] ^ z d \ S ^ 

eluded In the National Register 

^(7--Keeper of the National Register 

Attest^ 

01 lief WiHogictrati 

date S>-/V-^^ 

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 O - 419-311 
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As captain of the local m i H t i a , Joab Staf ford played an important ro le in the 
area's m i l i t a r y l i f e . That ro le came to par t i cu la r prominence in the summer 
of 1777 when B r i t i s h General John Burgoyne launched the Northern Campaign of 
the Revolutionary War. Marching down the Hudson River from Canada, Burgoyne's 
force of 7,700 B r i t i s h and German troops, Canadians and Indians took the 
American's Fort Ticonderoga on July 6, 1777 and nearby Skenesborough and Fort 
Anne, New York the fo l lowing day. 

Meanwhile, a para l le l force of 1,800 B r i t i s h troops under the command of 
Colonel Barry St. Leger moved south along Lake Ontario to beseige Fort Stanwix 
to the west in what i s now Syracuse , New York. Alarmed by these events and 
by inflammatory rumors of a t r o c i t i e s on the part of Indians under Burgoyne's 
command, northern New Englanders began to take up arms. When Burgoyne, cut 
o f f from his supply t r a i n , resolved to take Bennington, where the Americans 
had stored Quantit ies of suppl ies, his Lieutenant Colonel, Colonel Baum, was 
met with strong resistance on the part of some 2,600 Americans under General 
John Stark. Stark and his mil i t iamen attacked Baum at Bennington on August 
16, 1777, and forced h is re t rea t . 

On that day, four days a f te r the t ra in bands and alarm l i s t s of New 
Providence, East Housuck (now Adams), Lanesborough and Gageborough (now 
Windsor), resolved at S ta f fo rd 's tavern to organize as the S i lver Greys and to 
f i g h t i n defense of Bennington, Captain Staf ford led the 131 volunteers in to 
ba t t l e at Bennington. Colonel Seth Warner, commander of the Massachusetts 
m i l i t i a s , assigned Staf ford to the attack of one of the B r i t i s h redoubts. 
Staf ford and his men easi ly took the f o r t i f i c a t i o n , scat ter ing the German and 
Loyal is t troops stationed there. 

The ba t t l e at Bennington forced Burgoyne to press on to Albany, where American 
General Horatio Gates held a heavily f o r t i f i e d posi t ion at Bemis Heights. 
Af ter assaults on September 19 and October 7, Burgoyne withdrew to Saratoga, 
soon thereaf ter surrenderina 5,700 of his troops and the i r arms to Gates on 
October 17, 1777. 

S ta f fo rd , s l i g h t l y wounded, returned to New Providence wi th his men a f te r the 
Bennington Ba t t l e . In l a t e r l i f e , Staf ford sold his store (1785) and tavern 
(1792) and moved to Albany (1795), returning to Cheshire in 1800. In 1802, 
Staf ford died in Cheshire at h is son's home and was buried at the Windsor Road 
Cemetery. 

Conti nued 
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Ef fo r ts to memorialize Colonel S ta f fo rd 's cont r ibut ion at the Bat t le of 
Bennington were i n i t i a t e d by the Berkshire Chapter Sons of the American 
Revolution in 1926. The group raised $4500 fo r the purchase of the s i te and 
construct ion of the monument. A descendant of Colonel Staf ford purchased the 
Windsor Road Cemetery and arranged for the removal of S ta f fo rd 's remains to 
the monument. Construction of the monument began in the spring of 1927. 
Colonel S ta f fo rd 's remains were re in ter red at the crypt on Memorial Day, 
1927. The memorial was f in ished and dedicated July 4, 1927. Present at the 
dedication were U.S. Senator Frederick G i l l e t t , Governor John Weeks of Vermont 
and John C. H a l l , Speaker of the Massachusetts House of Representatives. Mr. 
Ernest E. Rodgers, President General of the National Society S.A.R. stated 
that the Staf ford H i l l Memorial was "the greatest accomplishment of any 
Chapter of S.A.R. in the United States." 
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9. MAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES  
Books 

Massachusetts Soldiers & Sai lors in the American Revolution Volume XIV, 
Page 8/0, state Pr in t ing Of f i ce , Boston, n.d. 

The Staf ford H i l l Settlement, the Rev. C. S. Pease of Adams - (1914 with 
add i t ions) . 

The History of the Town of Cheshire Mass., Ellen M. Raynor & Emma L. 
Pe t i l c t e re , 1885. 

Pamphlets 

"Stafford Hill Memorial," (Proposal) Berkshire Chapter, Sons of the 
American Revolution, Larkin Print, North Adams (1926); lists architects. 
Dimensions, committee 

"Program Dedication of the Memorial Tower, Staffords Hill in Cheshire July 
4, 1927." Berkshire Chapter, S.A.R., The Minute-Man Printing Co. North 
Adams, Mass (1927). 

"Records 1924-1930," Massachusetts Society Sons of the American Revolution 
P. 56-57 

Massachusetts Tricentennary Observance Town of Cheshire, Mass. in 
Association with Berkshire Chapter, S.A.R. July 4, 1930 Dedication of the 
Massachusetts and New York State Tablets. 

Invitation to a Dedication of Two Memorial tablets, Stafford Hill memorial 
Tower, October 7, 1983 Commemorating the formation of the Franklin Lodge 
of Masons and the Vol. Independent Company, The Silver Greys, Sept. 20, 
1933. 

Periodical s 
Berkshire Eagle, May 31, 1927, "Corner Stone of Stafford Hill Memorial 
Tower Laid with appropriate exercise." 

Berkshire Eagle, July 1, 1927, "Cheshire Ready to Dedicate Memorial Tower 
to Col. Stafford on July 4th. 

Conti nued 
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Berkshire Eagle, July 5, 1927, "Pioneer Set t le rs Honored in Cheshire at 
Dedication of Staf ford H i l l Memorial." 

Berkshire Eagle , July 15, 1933, "S i lver Greys Tablet on Staf ford H i l l , 
Cheshire to be Dedicated October 16" 

.Berkshire Eagle, October 7, 1933, "H is tor ic and Civic Groups Join in 
Dedication of two Tablets on Staf ford H i l l . " 

Berkshire Eagle, October 9, 1933, "Tablets Dedicated at Staf ford H i l l , 
Cheshire." 

North Adams Transcr ipt , "Over Pathways of the Past , " 1938 Wil l iam B. Browne 
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Working No 

Fed. Reg. Datff: 
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RETURN 

REJECT 

Act ion : 

Federal Agency: 

ED appeal NR decision 

Keviewecjs comments: 
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see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 

.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Classification 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? • yes • no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 

i m good 

• fair 

I I deteriorated 

I I ruins 

i m unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

i m altered 

Check one 

original site 

moved date. 

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance 

• summary paragraph 

• completeness 

• clarity 

I I alterations/integrity 

• dates 

I I boundary selection 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

n summary paragraph 
cn completeness 
cn clarity 
cn applicable criteria 
1 ^ justification of areas checked 
cn relating significance to the resource 
• context 
cn relationship of integrity to significance 
cn justification of exception 
cn other 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Verbal boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

national state local 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

cn Maps 
cn Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone:. 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 

Comments for any item may tie continued on an attached stwet 
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OFFICE OF 

BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

November 26, 1985 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 

Dear Board Members; 

The Board of Selectmen unanimously approve the 
Stafford H i l l Monument's nomination to the National 
Hegister of Historic Places. Our action has received 
the endorsement of the voters of our town at the l a s t 
annual meeting by t h e i r approval of an appropriation 
of S2,500 for a r c h i t e c t u a l fees for i t s restoration 
and protection against vandalism. 

Further, be advised that we have on f i l e , l e t t e r s 
from various parts of our country from former residents 
who wish to contribute funds for the completion of t h i s 
task. 

We fe e l with your endorsement of t h i s project, we 
w i l l be able to i n t e r e s t federal and state agencies to 
assist the town and private parties to make t h i s a 
valuable addition to our area's t o u r i s t industry. 

Sincerely, 

CHESHIHE BOARD OF SELECTMEN 

Richard J-̂ ' W i l l b r a n t 
Chairman 

/ b 



JOHN J, PlGf'JATE'u^' 

PETER F MENARD 

JOHN W. BARTELS 

COUNTY COMMISSIONERS OFFICE 

Berksnire County CourthoLjse 

Pittsfield. Massachusetts. 0'201 

Telechone (413) 448-8424 

December 9, 1985 

National Historical Commission 

Dear Board Members: 

The Berkshire County Commissioners voted, on December 3, 1985, to support 
the Cheshire Selectmen's nomination of Stafford Hill Monument to the National 
Register of Historic Places. We feel that historical places and monuments 
dedicated to preserving the history of our nation should be preserved for the 
coming generations. 

We would appreciate your support in acceping the Stafford Hill Monument 
as a national historical landmark. 

Very truly yours, 

Chairman 

BERKSHIRE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 

BCC/gm 



C O M M O N W E A L T H OF M A S S A C H U S E T T S 

M A S S A C H U S E T T S S E N A T E 

S T A T E H O U S E . B O S T O N 0 2 1 3 3 

TEL. 7 2 2 - 1 6 2 5 

S E N . PETER C. W E B B E R 
B E R K S H I R E D I S T R I C T 

TEL. 4 4 2 - 5 0 3 9 

SENATE C O M M I T T E E O N 

W A Y S & M E A N S 

SENATE C O M M I T T E E O N R U L E S 

J O I N T C O M M I T T E E S : 

C O M M E R C E A N D L A B O R 

N A T U R A L R E S O U R C E S A N D 
A G R I C U L T U R E 

P U B L I C S E R V I C E 

December 11, 198 5 

V a l e r i e Talmadge, Executive D i r e c t o r 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylston S t r e e t 
Boston, MA 02116 

Dear Ms. Talmadge: 

I am w r i t i n g t o express my strong support f o r the a p p l i c a t i o n 
submitted by the town of Cheshire which seeks t o include the 
S t a f f o r d H i l l Monument on the Na t i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 

The S t a f f o r d H i l l Monument, erected i n 1927 on the o r i g i n a l 
center of town, i s dedicated t o several events i n l o c a l h i s t o r y . 
F i r s t , i t commemorates Colonel Joab S t a f f o r d , the town's f i r s t 
s e t t l e r and leader of the volunteer company of " S i l v e r Greys" which 
fought a t the B a t t l e of Bennington i n 1777. 

The Monument i s also dedicated t o the founding of the f i r s t 
B a p t i s t Church i n Berkshire County, and one of the f i r s t Masonic 
Lodges i n western Massachusetts. 

The town took over ownership of the S t a f f o r d H i l l Monument i n 
1974 i n an e f f o r t t o prevent f u r t h e r vandalism and d e t e r i o r a t i o n . Of 
the four bronze plaques on the monument, only two remain. The s t r u c t u r e 
i t s e l f i s i n need of r e p a i r s , and landscaping must be done. Cheshire 
v o t e r s r e c e n t l y agreed t o appropriate $2,500 towards i t s r e s t o r a t i o n , 
but i t w i l l r e q u i r e a great deal more t o r e t u r n t h i s important monument 
to l o c a l h i s t o r y t o i t s o r i g i n a l c o n d i t i o n . N a t i o n a l Register standing 
w i l l play a key r o l e i n the p r e s e r v a t i o n of the S t a f f o r d H i l l Monu­
ment, and I urge you t o support i t s nomination. 

Thank you f o r your a t t e n t i o n . 

Very t r u l y yours. 

Peter C. Webber 
State Senator 
Berkshire D i s t r i c t 

PCW:sw 



The Commonwealth of Massachusetts 
Office of the Secretary of State 

Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 
Valerie A. Talmage 
Executive Director 
Slate Historic Preservation Officer 

December 20, 1985 

Carol Shull 
National Register of His tor ic Places 
Department of I n te r i o r 
National Park Service 
P.O. Box 37127 
Washington, DC 20013-7127 

Dear Ms. Shul1: 

Enclosed you w i l l f i nd the fo l lowing nomination forms: 

Boston (Hyde Park), Chr ist Church, 1220 River St reet . 

Cheshire, Staf ford H111 Memorial, Staf ford H i l l Road. 

Wellesley, Wellesley Farms Railroad S ta t ion . Croton Street Extension. 

A l l have been voted e l i g i b l e by the State Review Board and have been 
signed by the State His tor ic Preservation Of f i ce r . Owners were no t i f i ed 
of pending State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting 
and were afforded the opportunity to comment. Comments received to date 
are attached to the nomination forms. 

Sincerely, 

Sarah Zimmerman 

Di rector , Preservation Planning 
Massachusetts His tor ica l Commission 
SZ/ls 

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470 DEC 3 1 


