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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORJGINAU (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

TtChe Corners" is a large Federal brick house built in the first decade 
of the 19th century. The main facade is five bays in width while 
the building is two stories in height.

A single-story portico'supported'on tapered eol-onne&tes gives access 
to the home on the central ground floor bay. It has a simple 
triangular pedimented roof with clean, crisp, linear architectural 
definition in its entablature and raking cornice. Each of the 
remaining bays on both stories has a rather small four-over-four 
glazed shuttered window. Plain sills and neat brick flat arches 
articulate these openings. A beaded frieze and cornice runs the 
length of the front facade. Just below the frieze and flanking the 
central upper window are the star-shaped plates of a pair of iron 
tie rods. The roof is rather steeply pitched, gabled at either end, 
with its ridge parallel to, the main facade.

The ends of the building are very simple. There -are small windows 
and interior central chimneys which protrude above the center of 
the gables on the end walls. These are rather wide and short- 
with their upper portions finished in handsome projecting bands. 
There is no straight entablature, only a raking entablature and 
cornice at the ends of the house.

The interior is finished in handsome Federal woodwork. Sunburst 
mantels, panelled door jambs, and beaded door frames with bullseye 
corners are typical of the home's decor.

Quiet, elegant, crisp linear Federal qualities are seen throughout 
the structure which give it a sophistication easily overlooked 
unless closely examined. .
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE. M ', '-

Charles Ready settled the Readyville community in 1802. A letter 
written in 1829 by his son-in-law, James Holmes, who married 
Mary Ready, states that, "Mr. Ready planned to build an elegant 
house, the bricks for which are now ready." The remains of the 
kiln where the slaves fired the bricks are to be found in the 
corner of a field across the road from the present structure.

Colonel Ready named his house "The Corners" as it was located in 
the corner where two roads crossed. In 1836, when Cannon County 
was formed, the line separating Rutherford and Cannon counties . 
was drawn down the center of the main hall of Colonel Ready T s horrK! 
Today the property still enjoys this distinction of division.

When Colonel Ready died in 1859, his daughter, Jane, Mrs. Peter 
Talley, inherited the house. During the Civil War "The Corners" 
played a small part. Mrs. Talley had the honor of serving dinner 
to Nathan Bedford Forrest and his soldiers on July 13, 1862, as 
they were on their way from McMinnville to execute their daring 
raid on Murfreesboro. After the Battle of Murfreesboro (Battle 
of Stones River) Colonel Hazen T s Brigade retreated to Readyville. 
Colonel Hazen took "The Corners" as his headquarters while in 
the area.

"The Corners" is an excellent example not only of the large 
Federal houses as built in Tennessee, but also of the plantation 
life and economy important to the development of this section of 
the state. Particularly significant is the simple but fine 
detailing of "The Corners" which is unusual for a building of 
the early 19th century in this region. Generally such early 
structures were less sophisticated in design and execution than 
"The Corners."

Among the famous visitors to "The Corners" were Presidents 
Andrew Jackson, Martin Van Buren, and James K. Polk, as well as 
William Cooper, the famous Tennessee artist and William Haskell, 
"the silver-tongued orator of Tennessee." The evergreens near 
the entrance are said to have come from the yard of John Sevier.
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