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The West Side Bank of Tracy, designed by architect William H.
Weeks, is a one story brick building with blue limestone
facade, The three remaining brick faces of the structure
were designed +o abut other buildings and were never intended
for public display. Only the facade is finished architectur-
ally. This Beaux-Arts design exhibits the typical neo-clas-
sical details present in much of Weeks® work of this period.
A shallow Greek pediment with a carved medallion, "1910,"
crowns the facade. Double Corinthian pilasters frame the
large central entryarch, Within the arch itself copper door
and window dressings finish the elegant effect.

On the interior much of *he original fabric has been altered
or removed, The coffered ceiling with egg and dart molding,
large skylights, wainscoting and floor finish remain, while
tellers' booths and overhead fixtures have been removed. A
rear office with fireplace retains its integrity of design.
William Weeks designed many bank buildings in the Beaux-Arts
style; the Tracy West Side Bank undoubtedly resembled his

Bank of YoloCounty in interior design.

Currently utilized by Thompson Electric, the bank is adapted
for repair and manufacture of neon signs. On the exterior a
neon business sign has been added to the facade. The entry-
arch has also been partially boarded up.



Kl SIGNIFICANCE

" PERIOD AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW

—PREHISTORIC __ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC __COMMUNITY PLANNING ) —LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE —RELIGION

+-1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTQRIC __CONSERVATION —LAW —SCIENCE

T_1 500-1599 —AGRICULTURE -—ECONOMICS __LITERATURE —SCULPTURE

:_1500-1699 ZARCHITECTURE —EDUCATION ~—MILITARY . —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN

~—1700-1799 —ART —ENGINEERING _MUSlC ' —_THEATER

—1800-1899 X COMMERCE —EXPLORATION/SETTLEMENT —PHILOSOPHY. __TRANSPORTATION

X1 900- —COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY A _POLITICS/GOVERNMENT —OTHER (SPECIFY)

| ~ - —INVENTION

SPECIFIC DATES 1910-1911 BUILDER/ARCHITECT y'leLh?m Weeks, Architect

L. Johnston, Builder

"STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

William H, Weeks designed the West Side Bank for Tracy in 1910,
Operating a large architectural firm in San Francisco, with a
branch office in Watsonville, Weeks employed a large staff. The
Tracy bank commission was 1lsted by California Architect and
Englneer as one of a number of "important country jobs" under

way in September 1910, Hired by Tracy's mayor, Abe Grunauer, of
the merchandizing firm Fabian-Grunauer, Weeks contributed this
Beaux-Arts temple front to the streetscape, The West Side Bank 7|
is an excellent example of Weeks' work and is furthermore indica-|
tive of Tracy's growth and search for a civic image at the time
of its incorporation,

California Architect and Engineer paid William H, Weeks tribute

in a monographic essay of May 1915, The professional journal
noted that Weeks had "planned and superintended over a thousand
buildings" during his eighteen-year career, commenting further
that the architect was "constantly in course of construction
from thirty to forty buildings in various -parts of the state."

A traditional "establishment" architect, Weeks designed numerous
schools, - banks, libraries and business blocks, Often one city's
bank or school might differ only slightly from that of another,
Tracy's West Side Bank is a smaller edition of the Bank of Arcata,
although both are crystalline designs that stand on their own
merits, California Architect and Engineer described Weeks work

as of a high order for small towns, stating that “"dignity, sim-
plicity and restraint prevail throughout this work to an unex-
pected extent," Also labeled "essentially the architect of the
plain citizen,,,.whether he has individual or collective corporate
existence," Weeks was an excellent choice as provender of civic

imagery for 1910 Tracy.
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