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CONDITION 
0 Excellent 0 Good K] Fair 
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IX] Altered 0 Unaltered 

(Check One) 

0 Deteriorated 

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE 

0 Ruins 0 Unexposed 

(Check One) 

IXJ Moved 0 Original Site 

The Matthew Rainey House was originally a two-storey central 
hall plan with two rooms on each side. It is of rectiilinear 

,_ shape with gable roof. Brick interior chimneys rise above 
the ridge line. A one-storey portico with second storey 
porch graces the front entry . Heavy boxed columns with 
simple capitals carry the portico roof. 

A provincial style best characterizes the Rainey House. Its 
weatherboard siding, symmetrical fenestration, green louver 
shutters and lack of ornamentation reflect a local building 
form adaptive to both the environmental requirements of the 
area and the building technology available. A wide, 
unadorned entablature continuous across the front and rear 
of the house, window trim with corner blocks, and a small 
portico entry are the only evidence of the application of a 
period style to the house. A door with flanking sidelights 
and transom light dominates the portico entry. 

The interiors of the Rainey House maintain the simple refine­
ment of the exteriors. Trim about all fenestration is fluted 
with corner blocks. The walls are plastered over handsplit 
lathe and covered with wallpaper . The original pine plank 
flooring is still present. 

In 1910 the Rainey House was moved about 300 yards from 
from its original site to its pr~sent location. It now 
stands on the edge of the four acre lot on which it was 
originally centered; therefore, the setting has not been 
seriously altered. 

One-storey additions have been made across the rear of the 
original structure . _Qn the southwest the kitchen facilities 
were joined to the house wi-th a covered passageway, arrd a 
bedroom -was added on the northwest. The area between the 
kitcheri and bedroom was made into a porch and was enclosed ­
just after the bouse was moved. These . additions are archi­
tecturally in keeping with the original building. The 
structure is in need of repairs from water damage caused by 
poor downspouts and a leaky roof. 
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The Matthew F. Rainey House is a well preserved example of 
provincial Arkansas architecture of the mid-nineteenth 
century. The simple lines of this two storey frame resi­
dence are expressive of the unpretentious lifestyle preva­
lent in frontier Arkansas. Built by the city's first 
resident, the Rainey House has stood as an El Dorado land­
mark for over one hundred years. 

Like many early nineteenth century American~ , Matthew Rainey 
moved west. He was born in Virginia and moved with his 
parents to Georgia. In 1820 he moved to Green County, 
Alabama, and made it his home for about twenty years. While 
living in Alabama Rainey served as president of the state's 
first agricultural society, sheriff of his home county, and 
a representative to the State Legislature. Yet; in the midst 
of this seeming success, adversity set in. Rainey lost all 
his 'money, his property, and even his family home . through 
security debts for several friends. When this misfortune 
occurred, Rainey moved again. His final westward journey 
took him to Union County, Arkansas, where the financial 
and political success of his Alabama years were repeated. 

Legend has it that Rainey stopped in Union County because 
his wagon broke down there. Whatever the reason, it was a 
wise or lucky decision on Rainey's part. In 1843 county 
commissioners selected the area around Rainey's cabin as 
the best spot on which to establish a new and more centrally 
located county seat. On December 2, 1843, Matthew Rainey 
deeded 160 acres of land to Union County, retaining a four 
acre tract where he then resided . in a cabin, and upon which 
he planned to build a house. 

During the next ten years Rainey once again became a poli­
tically active Democrat. In April, 1851, he presided over 
the Democratic State Convention in Little Rock, and during 
the next year was frequently mentioned as a gubernatorial 
candidate. Instead, he was elected to the State Senate 
from Union County in the summer of 1853. 



Arkansas Gazette . January 9, 185 2 ; July 29, 
September 16, 1853. 

August 12, 

Arkansas History Commission. Archives, Letters 
F. Rainey to C. C. "Kitt" Scott in c. c. 
Collection. 

of Matthew 
Scott 

Arkansas History Commis s ion. Union County Tax Records, 
1838-1856 (Microfilm). 

Spencer, Annie Laurie. " 'I'he Blacks of Union County ." 
Arkansas Historical Quarterly, XII, 1953. 

Union County Deed Re cord Book E, Page 10. 
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that it has been 
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forth by the National Park Servtce . The recommended 
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(Continuation Sheet) 

8 . Significance (Continued - Page 2) 

STATE 

Arkansas 
COUNTY 

Union 

DATE 

Rainey ' s financial success also returned to him in Arkansas, 
for in August, 1853, he was able to pledge $5,000 . 00 to build 
a railroad from Camden, Arkansas , south through El Dorado, 
and on to the state line . By that t i me his new house, planned 
ten years before, was probably completed . 

On September 16, 1853, Matthew Rainey died . The residence 
which bears his name, planned in 1843, and completed by 1853, 
still stands in El Dorado today as an ever present reminder 
of the city ' s first citizen . It is the oldest house in the 
community and one of the most important historic sites in the 
county . 
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ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER 

STATE ARKANSAS 

Date Entered ov 6 1974 

Name 

Rainey, Matthew, House 

Ron. J.W. Fulbright 
Ron. John J. McClellan 
Ron. Ray Thornton, Jr. 

Also Notified 

Regional Director, Southwest Region 

MMott/cha 

Location 

El Dorado 
Union County 

State Historic Preservation Officer 
Mr. William E. Henderson, Director 
Arkansas Department of Parks and 

Tourism 
State Capitol-Room 149 
Little Rock, Arkansas 72201 
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