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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (If known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The district is an early settlement of Rhode Island and in 1970 
contains at least 76 .buildings ...possessing architectural and/or histori­ 
cal value. About IiO of these buildings are of XVIII or earliest XIX 
Century date, while the remainder belong to the early and middle XIX 
Century. The village has in the last sixty years lost many of its older 
buildings, but those still existing and included in the above count are 
close to their original appearance, well maintained and in general re­ 
quiring only a moderate amount of restoration. All of the historic 
buildings in the district are of wood frame construction except the stone 
mill the last remaining of several which once depended upon the Che- 
pachet River running through the village and upon the mill pond and 
waterfall, which still do exist.

Some of the buildings of historical note and architectural in­ 
terest in the district are two fine frame churches, one built in 1821 
and the other in 18U6; a stone mill dating from I8ll*s the Masonic Hall, 
in continuous use for its original purpose since 1802; the stage-coach 
tavern, built c. 1800, which was military headquarters for the Dorr 
Rebellions the Brown and Hopkins grocery store, built in 1799 > in busi­ 
ness under the same roof since 1806 thought to be a record in this 
country; and numerous handsome, well-maintained old dwellings exhibiting 
a sequence of architectural styles over a full century.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

The village is important as one of the very early, and remaining, 
settled conmunities in this state; it continues as a town center for 
all of the surrounding Glocester area and displays, through its build­ 
ings, its history and its continuity. It is a visually attractive area 
which can, in capsule form, illustrate the history of the entire state.

Like all its neighbors, Chepachet had a part in the phenomenal, 
mushrooming industrial development which took place in Rhode Island 
in the post-Revolutionary era and in the early XIX Century. It" had 
water"tb~provide power for the mills, of which a number operated there. 
It was a compactly settled point for stops, relays and service on the 
stage routes running on by turnpike trhough Connecticut. Never large, 
never overgrown in ugly fashion, it has remained an un-trumpeted but 
well known locale in Rhode Island and a point of definite visual in­ 
terest to out-of-state persons driving through.

Chepachet has produced its share of local, historically import­ 
ant personages, among them being Deputy-Goyernor.Daniel; Owen, presi­ 
dent of the state convention which in 1790 adopted the Constitution of 
the United States (born there; his residence demolished in the 1960's). 
One of the state's foremost attorneys, Samuel Young Atwell, lived there 
and taught there some who became illustrious later Ames, Clarke, 
Jencksj Metcalf, Manchester and Browne.

In 18J42^ peacefully prosperous Chepachet took center-stage in 
Rhode Island history when this small state was shaken by the "Dorr 
VJar" or "Dorr Rebellion11 that arose over^ question^ of expanded suffrage 
and of the dubious suitability of the aj^cient"3tatei charter questions

lawyer-politician, Thomas Wilson Dorr (1805-185>10. 
splinter party promising.a new state constitution and
.imed, a majority vote

(See Continuation Sheet)
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Perry, Elizabeth A.: A Brief History of the Town of Glocester, R. I.
(Providence, R. I., 1886,) 

Potter, Frank A.: Chepachet and Thereabouts in the Town of Glocester. 
(Chepachet, R. I., 1939.) 

History of the State of Rhode Island ... (Philadelphia, 1878.)
U. S. Works Progress Administration. 

Island. (Boston, 1937.)
Hernd'on, Richard, comp.: Men of Prog
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8. Significance.

From this election there emerged the incumbent governor, Samuel W. 
King, and anti-governor Dorr, whom King proclaimed a traitorous criminal  
calling out the state militia. There were a number of clashes, the most 
notable jfcakingplace in Chepachet, a Dorr stronghoW, where Acote Hill 
hacTbeen" encamped and fortified. T-Jhen three regiments of militia ad­ 
vanced on Chepachet there was only desultory scuffling, for Dorr and his 
supporters had prudently left, avoiding another Concord or Lexington. 
(Dorr later gave himself up, was tried and vindictively given a life sen­ 
tence, but in 18U5 was released| and in time the reforms which he had 
promoted were, in fact, incorporated into the frame of the state*s govern­ 
ment.) Acote Hill is still prominent as one approaches the village from 
the southeast on U. S. Route kh and is now a cemetery.
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