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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The "Home on the Range" cabin is a rectangular one story log
structure. The logs are generally circular with the bark peeled off
except that the logs on the cabin end are split face. The logs
do not interlock at the corners. The simple gable roof is covered
with wood shingles and has a narrow overhang on all sides. The
gable end of the wall is constructed of logs set vertically. All

The supporting lintels are provided by one of the logs of the wall.”
The cabin was restored in the 1950's by a Smith Center civic club.

openings for windows and doors are small, simple and rectangular. /
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The "Home og/éhe Range" Cabin near Smith Center was built
in 1875 by Dr. Bréwster Higley. Dr. Higley, born November 30,
1823, at Rutland, Ohio, began the study of medicine at the age
of 18, was graduated from the State Medical College of Indiana
in 1848, and practiced medicine in the vicinity of La Porte, Indiana,
for some time. Higley moved to Kansas about 1871 and established
a homestead near Beaver Creek in Smith County, approximately ten
miles northwest of Smith Center. Here he continued his practice
of gedicine, living in a dugout at first.

In the fall of 1872, Higley began a poem which provided the
lyrics for the song "Home on the Range." He took the words to
a friend, Dan Kelley, at Gaylord in Smith County, in 1873, and
Kelley wrote music to fit the poem.=~ The song, which was originally
called "My Western Home," was first published in the Smith County
Pioneer in 1873.

It is noteworthy that many people claimed authorship of
the song. A half-million-dollar lawsuit in the 1930's, plus
reports that it was Pres. Franklin Roosevelt's favorite song,
drew attention to it and made it a popular hit..-The Kansas
legislature designated "Home on the Range" as the official state
song in 1947.

The cabin built by Higley in 1875 still stands. It has
often been erroneously referred to as the place where the song was
written; however, at the time he composed the song Higley was living
in the dugout. He and his family lived in the log cabin until the
early 1880's when they moved to Smith Center. In 1886 he sold the
homestead and moved to Van Buren, Arkansas.

The "Home on the Range" Cabin is important because of the
nationally-known song written by Dr. Higley. The fact that it
is now the official state song of Kansas adds to its significance
and makes the cabin a more interesting landmark for Kansans to
visit.
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