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PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

[ | Agricultural O Government ( | Park 

[~1 Commercial O Industrial |~] Private Residence 

Q Educational [~l Mi itary [~| Religious 

[~l Entertainment D Museum Q Scientific

IMGRESSIONAL DISTl^V: -:\^/

'"TY: CODE

Pima 019

STATUS ACCESS.BLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Q Occupied Yes:
ISfi 1 1 . j S Restricted fM Unoccupied

idered i— i D • id Unrestricted laerea j— j Preservation work

in progress ' — '

[~1 Transportation [ 1 Comments 

PI Other (Specifv)

Not Used

OWNER'S NAME:

Wm. L. Dillon, Jeff Brown, and Wm. Cobb
STREET AND NUMBER:

Cypress Garden Apts. 3737 E. 5th Street
Cl TY OR TOWN:

Tucson
STATE: CODF

Arizona 04

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC:

Pima County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

115 N. Church Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Tucson
STATE CODE

Arizona 04

TITUE OF SURVEY:

^Arizona State Inventory of Historic Places
DATE OF SURVEY: 12-8~71 D Federal K| State Q] County d Local
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Arizona State Parks
STREET AND NUMBER:

1688 West Adams
CITY OR TOWN:

Phoenix
STATE: COD E

Arizona 04 T
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CONDITION

(Check One) 

Excellent d Good jjg Fair Q Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed

(Check One) 

Altered (x) Unaltered

(Check One) 

Moved X3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ("if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The original part of the building known as the Velasco House was 
apparently constructed some time in the 1850*s according to tree 
ring specialists at the University of Arizona. They have dated 
the ceiling beams which they believe were added later to the 
main rooms and entry hall, probably around 1879 or 1880. The 
report of the Tree Ring Laboratory is attached.

The house was built in the manner typical of construction in 
Sonora and in Southern Arizona- during the territorial period... 
That is with a central zaguali or entry hall and rooms radiating 
from a central courtyard. Originally the house was an L shape 
with two rooms and zaguan facing on Stone Avenue. The "L11 pro­ 
jected to the east toward Russell Street. Eventually, six 
additional rooms were attached to the main structure creating a 
U-shaped building, but the date of the additions is not known. 
A separate building facing on Russell Street once served as 
residence for the Velasco family while the building facing 
Stone housed the print shop and offices.
All of the structures are of adobe construction. The original 

part of the "house" has ceilings of 14 r to 15' high with beams 
of Douglas fir primarily, some of Ponderosa pine, while the 
beams above the doors are of hand cut mesquite. The ceiling 
construction is of saguaro ribs, grass and 18-24 inches of adobe 
above. Each of the original rooms, excluding zaguan, had a 
fireplace. The addition had two fireplaces but one is now close
The house is in fair condition now and has had a chainlink 

fence constructed around it by the City of Tucson to help pre­ 
vent vandalism. However, since the building is standing vacant, 
deterioration is taking place. The owners appreciate the 
historic value of the house and wish to preserve it to the best 
of their ability.
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PERIOD (Check One or More as Appropriate)

n Pre-Columbian 1, Q 16th Century 

n 15th Century D 17th Century

Q 18th Century 

fy-] 19th Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (It Applicable and Known) 1878

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

Abor iginal

I | Prehistoric

| | Historic

j | Agriculture

fjfr Architecture

D Art

I I Commerce

££] Communications

I I Conservation

Q Education

I | Engineering

| | Industry

| | Invention

f~l Landscape

	Architecture 
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|J2 Political
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Q Science

[ | Sculpture

| | Social/Human­ 
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| | Theater
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Velasco House derives its significance from several 
sources. Physically, it is an excellent example of the 
regional architecture of the 19th century. Historically, it 
is one of the few remaining houses in Arizona associated 
with prominent Mexican-Americans of the territorial period. 
In addition, the Velasco house was the home of one of Arizona's 
first Spanish-language newspaper, El Fronterizo, which was 
published continuously until Velasco f s death in 1914. 
Carlos Ygnacio Velasco (1837-1914) was a native of 
Herraosillo, Sonora and the son of prominent citizen of 
that state. In his home state Velasco had studied law and 
had at one time been a judge and a member of the legislature 
of Sonora, but his first career after coming to Arizona in 
1865 was that of merchant. In 1878 Velasco sold his store 
and began his publishing career with the weekly El Fronterizo. 
The press which he purchased for this venture and installed 
in the Velasco house was the same press which had printed 
Arizona's first newspaper in 1859.
El Fronterizo had a wide circulation in Sonora as well as 
in Arizona. In 1889 Velasco branched out with a new paper, 
El Hijo del Fronterizo, published in Phoenix partly in 
Spanish and partly in English. After 1897 El Fronterizo 
was also bilingual. From 1897 to 1899, while Velasco was 
in partnership with Tucson Mayor Ben Heney, the paper was 
a daily, but after the partnership was dissolved, Velasco 
returned to the more profitable weekly edition. 
Velasco was well-known in Arizona and active in civic affairs. 
In 1894 he founded a highly successful fraternal insurance 
society, the Alianza Hispano-Americana. He was a friend of 
Ponficio Diaz and served for a time as Mexican Consul. 
The house was owned by the Velasco family from 1878, when it 
was purchased from R. Woffenden, until 1963. The present 
owners would like to restore the original building.
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Bourke, John G. On the Border with Crook, 2nd ed.
N.Y. Scribners, 1902 (1891) 

Lutrell, Estelle. Newspapers & Periodicals of Ariz.
1859-1911 U. of A. Press 1949 

Serrano Cabo, Tomas Las Cronicas de la Alianza Hispano- 
Americana
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LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 

DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY
-

CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° o • « 

NE ° ° 

SE ° ° 
SW 8 • • o > »

LATITUDE AND LONGIT'JDE COORDINATES 
D DEFINING Thu. t-tiviTER POIN 1 OF A PROPERTY 
o OF LESS THAN TFN ACRES
l\ ' ' ———————— 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
32 o 13 • 8 • 11O £8 • 11 -
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NAME AND TITLE:

Dorothy H. Hall - Historic Sites Preservation Officer
ORGANIZATION DATE

Arizona State Parks Board 1-7-74
STREET AND NUMBER:

1688 W. Adams Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Phoenix
iip$iiiliij&i;si&

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National {£] State Q Local Q

Arizona State Parks H!h«ac)tor 
Title State Historic Preservation Offi<

Bate 1-10- ?U

STATE CODE

Arizona, 85007 04

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register,

/V^rf^^2-^^^^^
Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

^/£/7^1 I /
ATTEST:
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Keeper of ThW National Register
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