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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE
The original part of the building known as the Velasco House was|
apparently constructed some time in the 1850's according to tree
ring specialists at the University of Arizona. They have dated
the ceiling beams which they believe were added later to the
main rooms and entry hall, probably around 1879 or 1880. The
report of the Tree Ring Laboratory is attached.

The house was built in the manner typical of construction in
Sonora and in Southern Arizona- during the territorial period,..
That is with a central zagudn or entry hall and rooms radiating
i from a central courtyard Originally the house was an L shape
with two rooms and zaguan facing on Stone Avenue. The "L" pro-
jected to the east toward Russell Street. Eventually, six
additional rooms were attached to the main structure creating a
U-shaped building, but the date of the additions is not known.

A separate building facing on Russell Street once served as
residence for the Velasco family while the building facing
Stone housed the print shop and offices.

All of the structures are of adobe construction. The original
part of the "house'" has ceilings of 14' to 15' high with beams
of Douglas fir primarily, some of Ponderosa pine, while the
beams above the doors are of hand cut mesquite. The ceiling
construction is of saguaro ribs, grass and 18-24 inches of adobe
above., Each of the original rooms, excluding zagudn, had a
fireplace. The addition had two fireplaces but one is now close

The house is in fair condition now and has had a chainlink
fence constructed around it by the City of Tucson to help pre-
vent vandalism, However, since the buildipng is standing vacant,
deterioration is taking place. The owners appreciate the
historic value of the house and wish to preserve it to the best
of their ability.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Velasco House derives its significance from several
sources. Physically, it is an excellent example of the
regional architecture of the 19th century. Historically, it
is one of the few remaining houses in Arizona associated
with prominent Mexican-Americans of the territorial period.
In addition, the Velasco house was the home of one of Arizona's
first Spanish-language newspaper, El Fronterizo, which was
published continuously until Velasco's death in 1914,

Carlos Ygnacio Velasco (1837-1914) was a native of
Hermosillo, Sonora and the son of prominent citizen of

that state, 1In his home state Velasco had studied law and
had at one time been a judge and a member of the legislature
of Sonora, but his first career after coming to Arizona in
1865 was that of merchant, In 1878 Velasco sold his store
and began his publishing career with the weekly El Fronterizo.
The press which he purchased for this venture and installed
in the Velasco house was the same press which had printed
Arizona's first newspaper in 1859.

El Fronterizo had a wide circulation in Sonora as well as

in Arizona. 1In 1889 Velasco branched out with a new paper,
El Hijo del Fronterizo, published in Phoenix partly in
Spanish and partly in English. After 1897 El Fronterizo

was also bilingual, From 1897 to 1899, while Velasco was

in partnership with Tucson Mayor Ben Heney, the paper was

a daily, but after the partnership was dissolved, Velasco
returned to the more profitable weekly edition.

Velasco was well-known in Arizona and active in civic affairs.
In 1894 he founded a highly successful fraternal insurance
society, the Alianza Hispano-Americana. He was a friend of
Ponficio Diaz and served for a time as Mexican Consul.

The house was owned by the Velasco family from 1878, when it
was purchased from R. Woffenden, until 1963. The present
owners would like to restore the original building,
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Dorothy H. Hall - Historic Sites Preservation Officer
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Arizona State Parks Board 1-7-74
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been e ——
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set m@u

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended - -
Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation

1 hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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