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1. Name of Property
historic name Warren First Congregational/Federated Church

other names/site number

2. Location

street & number 25 Winthrop Terrace n/a not for publication

city or town Warren nfa vicinity

state IVlassachusetts code MA countv  Worcester code 027 . Zip code 01083

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that thiswhomination
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Hrneets ¢ does not meet thejvlational Register Criteria. 1 recommend that this property be considered significant

« /lationally « stajpwide Blocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additbnal comments.)
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Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau
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Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natfonal Park Service Certification
I, hereby certify that this property is: Dallfi of Action
rentered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet. /(/? r) (0 y
« determined eligible for the
National Register
* See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
* removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



Warren First Congregational/Federated Church
Name of Property

5. Classification
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
X private X building(s)
_ public-local _ district
_ public-State __ site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/religious facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

LATE VICTORIAN/Gothic/Hioh Victorian Gothic

Narrative Description

Worcester, |Vlassachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
1 0 _building
sites
. structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instnjctions)

RELIGION/religious facility

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation BRICK

walls WOOD/weatherboard

roof STONE/slate
ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and cunent condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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DESCRIPTION

Setting

The First Congregeationa/Federated Churchislocated in the town center of Warren, Massachusetts, in dose proximity to
other National Regigter properties- the Town Hall (NR 2001) and the Public Library (NR 2000). Ancther nesrby
property, therailroad gtation, has been found digible for NR listing. Warren is stuated in the southwestern comer of
Worcester County.

Like that of many other buildings in the town center, the architecture of the First Congregationa/Federated Church
reflects the period of the community's grestest industrial prosperity during the mid and late 19th century. The town's
center village is composed of commercia, ingtitutional, and resdentia buildings. Most are of wood. Severd are of brick
or done. Severd key buildingsin the center are stylish in gopearance and subgtantid in character. Thewoodframekirst
Congregationd/Federated Churchis one of these

Facing south on tree-lined Winthrop Terrace, the church gands on the north sde of the street amidst mid-late 19th century
dwellings (Photo #6). Infrontisasmal lawn planted with afew trees. A U-shgped driveway leadsfrom the dreet
around the building and asmdl parking lot islocated a the back. Accented by its soaring Stegple and perched dmost
bird-like on ahillside ste, the church overlooks Main Street (Massachusatts Route 67) a the eestem end of the central
bugnessdigtrict (Photo # 1). Since there are no buildings on the south sde of Winthrop Terrace, the building ishighly
visible es it looksout acrossMain Strest and over a bmshy section of the town common just beyond.  Now languishing
economicaly, but architecturaly still largely intact, the town's 19th century businessdistrict is Stuated west of the church
on Main Strest.

The Church Building

The First Congregeational/Federated ChurchisHigh Victorian Gothic instyle. Characteristics of the style ssen here
include the asymmetricd and strongly vertical exterior design, high-pitched roofs, Gothic arched windows glazed with
dained glass, and Gothic style omamentd features such as the openwork bargeboard on the main faBade, and Gothic arch,
trefoil, and quatrefoil motifsused repeatedly insde and out.

Resting on a brick foundation, thiswood frame building is sheethed in clapboard with wood trim. Itshigh-pitched roof is
ocovered in agphdt shinglethat has replaced the origina grey date. The original date roof on the segple a the southwest
comer of the main falBade has been replaced with acovering of vinyl siding with auminum joints. The chapd roof,
formerly of date, isaso now covered inasphdt shingle.

Characteridic of the Victorian Gothic style, the building is asymmetricd inits configuration with an irregular and highly
articulated skyline. The south-facing building condsts of two visualy distinct sections — thetall main body with its
comer geegple and asmdller chape wing onthe west Sde. Themain body ismore or less T-dhaped in plan, taking its
form from the interior components ~ the narthex (entrance vestibule) and the nave, the transept, and the go=e of the
senctuary. Therectangular chapd wing, st back fromthe principal fafade of the main body, is atached to the west end
of the transept (the cross-arm of the T) (Photos # 1 & 10).

(continued)
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Main Facade

The front faBade of themain body of the building (Photo # 7) consds of three parts: ahigh, gable-front, centra section; a
bell tower to itswest (projecting dightly forward of the plane of the cenfral section); and a air tower to itseast (recessed
dightly from the plane of the centrd portion and taking afaceted form onitseest Sde).

At the ground leve of the mainfeBade of the gable-front section isathree-bay main entrance.  Shdltering thesethree
Gothic-arched entrancesis an open porch (Photo # 7) that extends maog of the width of the central section of the falade.
Supporting the porch roof are four Gothic-inspired posts. Each post ismede up of ahigh pedesta onwhich ressasim
Gothic column topped with afoliate capital and abracketed impog block above it (Photo # 8).  Accenting the center of
the porch isahigh-pitched geble roof supported by a decorative Gothic hammerbeam truss. Old photographs show that a
cross (sSmilar to that above the south entrance to the chapel), which originally rase from the peek of this gable, hes been
lost. Above the entrance (corresponding to the level of theinterior balcony) are apair of Gothic-arched windows. Above
them, higher up on the faBade, isasmall rosewindow. Trimming the eavesof the high-pitched gable is Gothic style wood
omament that features a Gothic arch and openwork quafrefoil motifs, cresting alacelike bargeboard.

Bell Tower and Slegple

Themogt dramatic and memorable feature of the building isits bell tower and seeple. Rising to aheight of 132 feet
(including weathervane), the segple islocated a the west end of themain facade. An entrance into the church narthex
through the bell tower beseislocated not on the main faBade but on the west Sde of the tower (see West FeBede for
description of this entrance). A tall broached spire frimmedat its peek with agilded flag weathervane, scarsabove the
two-gtage lower section of thetower. The rectangular first story section supports a dimmer, rectangular, second-story
dagewith chamfered comers. Both sections are trimmed with Gothic motifs. At the top of each section, just under the
comice, isa repeated motif of small bracket motif to add texture. Pairs of Gothic-arched sained glasswindows are
centered on the outer walls of both sages. Above these dagesisthe flared, eight-faceted Segplebase Above it on four
faces of the eight-faceted spire, tall, louvered belfry dormers bresk the upward sweep of the segple. These openings
meke an outstanding contribution to the Gothic decorative effect of thebuilding. Each dormer is cgpped with ahigh-
pitched gabled roof supported by thin Gothic engaged columns resting on haunch-like supports. The belfry openings take
the form of aGothic arch trimmed a the top with atrefoil-king-post-tmss motif. 1n the lower section of each openingis a
range of horizontal louvers carved a intervaswith arepeated V-shaped notch. Above the dormers rises the upper section
of the deeple, with weathervane on top.

Stair Tower

Another picturesgque feature of the main faade of the church isthe eestem stair tower with three-faceted eest Sde (Photos
#6,7, & 13). Thissaction has ahigh-pitched roof with a shaped-rafter motif a the eaves A carriage enfranceto the
church narthex islocated dongdde the driveway on the eet Sde, rather than on the main facade (sse Eadt FeBede for
description of thisentrance). The first and second dory levelsof the main faBade of the dair tower are accented with pairs
of rectilinear Gothic-arched windows. Those a thefirst-storyleve are angled to match the upward incline of the interior
dairway. At the ssoond story level they are st evenly, Sde by side. An octagond cupola, with ahigh pesked roof and
Gothic-arched, open belfiy, isperched aop the three-faceted eest end of the high-pitched roof. Crowning the cupolais a
pesked octagond roof topped with an eagle weathervane.

(continued)
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Chm N ' 1 -
The atached one-dory chapd wing extends from the west Sde of the main body of the church (photo #10). The high-
pitched hip roof with additional dementsto creste an interesting skyline are an important dement of this faBade. Shaped-

rafter-ends a the eaves of the Chepd and its entry vestibule add atextural effect.

Facing Winthrop Terrace, its main faBade is asymmetrica inarangement. Four bayswide, it hes itsmain entrancein a
small, projecting, rectangular, hip-roofed vestibule in the second bay from the west. This off-center vestibule is accented
abovethe cenfral doorway by acenter-gable trimmed a itspesk with afinia in the shgpe of a cross.

Entry to the vedtibule isthrough apair of two-pand doors sheltered by aflat-roofed overdoor on brackets Old
photographs show that this overdoor is alater addition, probably dating from the early-mid 20th century period. Above
the overdoor isablind Gothic arch of the same width as the door opening. Old photographs show what were gpparently a
pair offrefoil-shapedsained glasswindows, one above each of the double doors, and a quafrefoil-shaped gained glass
window abovethem ~ just under the pesk of the arch. Thesewindows may have been covered over to protect fromthe
backsplash of rain that would have been caused by the installation of the overdoor. Sa off-center toward the eest end of
the high-pitched hip roof of the chapd wing is afriangulardormer window glazed with afrefoil-shapedgained glass
pand. Risingfrom the eesemmodg end of the chape'sroof ridge isapicturesque cupola The lower section curves up
abovethe rooflineto arectangular belfiy with asmal quafrefoil opening on eech sde. Aboveitisa high-pitched,
pyramida roof with atriangular dormer on eech face. Old photographs show that the cupola originally had a weethervene
finial, now missing. Descriptions of other facades of the chepd wing are found under the headings, West FeBede and
North FeBade

Other Facades of the Church Complex

Wes Fecede

The west dde of the church (Photos # 1 & 11) (from south to north) condstsof the west feBade of the bell tower, the west
nave facade, and the west faBade of the chapd.

Bell Tower and Stegple

The wes faBade of the bell tower and geepleis articulated in the same manne asitsmain faBade. On the west
dde of the ground floor of the tower is a Gothic-arched enfrance to the church narthex (Photo #9). Reached by
four browngone seps, the doorway is shdtered by a high-pitched, gabled overdoor on brackets. The eaves of the
overdoor aefrimmedwith bargeboards and stick omament. Doors are apair of rectangular single-pand doors.
Abovethemisablind archfrimmedwith aquafrefoil dement in relief.

Main Body

The wes faBade of the main body of the church is punctuated by pairs of high-pitched, gable-form, Gothic
windows glazed with sained glass  They are both taller and more acute in form than similar windows on the
south and west facades of the chapd. The high-pitched geble roofs of the nave section and thefranseptforma
major portion of the view of the building from thissde. Shegped rafter ends frim the eaves dong the nave and
fransept retum.

(continued)
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Chepd
The west fabade of the chapd isasymmefricd” in arangement. The high-pitched roof makes up the mgjor bulk of

the Chapd asitisssen fromthissde At its south end is a ribbon of five low-pitched, gable-form, Gothic-arched
windows. Thesewindows of the Ladies Parlor do not contain leeded or Sained glass, as do the chapd windows.
Ingteed, their 1/1 sseh are glazed with large panesof colorlesstextured glass. Two rectangular windowswith /1
saah, corresponding to the present pagtor's Sudy are located a the north end of this falade. They are glazed with
ordinary colorless window glass

North Fecede

Thenorth sde of thebuilding isthe rear feQade. 1t hes alargely functional gppesrancewith few decorative dements
Thisdde (Photos # 11& 12) (from eest to west) is compaosed of therear faces of the main body of the church, of an 1890s
one-gory addition, and of the cheapd wing.

Main Body

The modt notable feature is the gabled rear wall of the main body of the churchwith a projecting rectangular,
shed-roofed gps=  Projecting further northward than the face of the gpse and extending westward dong the
eadtem section of the north wall of the chapd isa shed-roofed, one-gtory 1890s addition.

Addition

The addition facade is acoented with ahigh-pitched gable situated about halfway dongitslength. This gable
corresponds to the present kitchen, formerly a Sunday school room. Immediately under the eaves of the geble is a
multi-light window that lights the interior from high onthe wall. Thiswindow was probably an important festure
of the Sunday school room. Windows bel ow the gable and to itswest are 20th century dterations. Two pairs of
windows on the eest end of the north falade of the addition gppear to be origina to the addition. They contain
decorative glass, including colored pressed glass with floral motifs and a scene with a heron. An exterior enfrance
to the addition islocated initswest Sde.

Chapd

West of the addition is another less sfrongly projecting shed roofed, one-dtory section. Apparently original to the
chapd wing, itisavegtibule containing an enfranceto the present pagtor's office, originally the kitchen.
Incorporated in itsnorth faBade is adoorway, with afive-paneldoor. East of the door are two windows, which
light the present rest rooms contained within.

Wes of the vestibule is a small section of the north faBade of the chapd. In itisasnglenarrow 1/1 window st
off-center and close to the west faBade of the vestibule.

Eas Fecade

The eedt d9de of the building (south to north) condgs of the eest fabade of the southeest gair tower, the eadt face of the
main body of the building, and the east end of the fransept. Shaped rafter ends frim the eaves dong the nave and fransept
retum. The mog daborate feature ssen on this facade isthe carriage enfrancein the stair tower (Photos # 14, 6, & 13).
The enfranceis shdtered by ahigh-pitched gabled, Gothic style overdoor on brackets with bargeboards and stick frim. At
this enfrance is afour-pand door with arectilinear Gothic arched light above it filled with dained glass A high
browngtone block is st infront of the door to allow personsto sep from a carriage to enter the church through the

narthex a the main floor level.
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Other features sean on this 9de are paired, rectilinear, Gothic-arched, sained glasswindows in the nave andfransept,and
a broad Gothic-arched gtained glassfranseptwindow high on thefranseptwall.

Interior
Ilustration # 7 shows the plan of the ground floor of the church, which contains the most architecturally important rooms
in the building.

Narthex and Hanking Vestibules

The three main enfrance doors to the church lead into the narthex, arectangular vestibule. 1tislit in part by agained
glasswindow consisting of three pandls, two frefoil and one quafrefoil, st within a gothic-archedf rameebove the center
doorway (Photo #2). On the north side of the narthex are two doors leading into the sanctuary. At ether 9de of the
narthex, west and eed, is an enfrance vestibule with gairs leading up to the balcony above. Each of thesevedibulesis
reached from the outsde by asde door. In the north wall of eachisadoor leading directly into the sanctuary.

Wide doorless openings in the walls between the vestibules and the narthex creste a sanse of opermessand an eese of
movement that allows all three areasto function nearly as one goace The eadt (stair tower) vestibule, islighted by stained
dlasswindowsflanking the stairway on the south 9de and by agothic-arched stained glass|unette above the exterior door.
Stained glasswindows on the south faBade light the west (bell tower) vestibule.  The light from the vegtibule windows
confributes to the lighting of the narthex as well. The stair tower Sairway is of the sfraight-mn type while the bell tower
darway tumsasit rises Stair baugers are of heavy tumed walnut.

Sanctuary

Modeled after asecular auditorium, the interior of the First Congregational/Federated Church followsthefrendsof late
19th century American church design. To provide gregter intimacy and to make it eeder for the congregation to s the
preacher and hear the sermon, the pews are placed in acurved arangement like that of theafre seats(Photo #3). On the
main floor of the sanctuary are three blocks of pewsflankedby four aides. The solid wood endsof the pews are accented
with smpleincised omament. Intermediate supports aong the length of the pew seetsare of cadt iron-frimmedwith a
foliate design.

Characteridtic of auditory churches isthe lack of acenter aide. Thefocal point of the sanctuary isthe pulpit, which
unlike thefreestandinghigh pulpits of earlier Congregationa churches, is st on abroad sage-like platform that dso
provides aplace for the choir and organ console (Photo #4). Behind the choir, the organ console and an array of tall
organ pipes form atheafrical backdrop for this sage-like setting. Thisarrangement represents achange from theat of
earlier churches in which the choir was seated in the ba cony, where the organ was dso typically located.

A notable feature of the sanctuary isthe decorative, web-like effect of the high beamed ceiling ~ adetail popular in the
late 19th century for High Victorian Gothic churches. A dramatic effect is created as the dark tonesof the natura wood
tmssesare st in confragt to the lighter vaues of theplaster walls and high-pitched ceilings.  The frefoil and quafrefoil are
major omamenta motifs repeated in the sanctuary omament, as they are in the omament of the church exterior. The
wood floor in sanctuary isoriginal, distinguished by boards about four inches wide, wider than the mos commonly used
modem flooring.

(continued)
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Both the window and doorframesi nthe sanctuary are subgtantia in character-and three-dimensiond ineffect. They ae
a0 sfrongly vertical in proportions, accenting the verticality of the high ceilings. Doors & the various sanctuary
doorways have wide outerframesthat surround Gothic style pands of diagonal, beaded boardsto creste an important
textura effect. Thisfreatmentrepeatsa similar effect ssenin the podium and balcony railing.

An 1875 Steer & Tumer organ is s in the Gothic-arched gose a the center of the front wall of the sanctuary. Endlosed in
apanded black walnut cese with gilded pipes thmsting upward toward the ceiling, this insrument forms arich backdrop
to the centra podium and pulpit. Rising about eight feet a the back of the platform isthe black walnut base, articulated as
three stsoffrefoil -topped-Gothic-archedpands, eech with anincised trefoil flower. Three groups of organ pipes soar
aboveit. The satsof pipes areframedin Gothic style omamentd dements of walnutfrimmedat the top by a cenfral
panded crocket with finial and by finials & ether Sde.

The organ console is located in front of the pipes but is largely hidden from view by aburgundy colored velvet curtain
mounted on ameta frame behind the organ bench and by awood choir rail set between it and the pulpit (photo #4). The
goace batween the console and the choir rail was designed for the choir to be seated in movesble chairs. The width of the
front of thewal nut choir rail is expressad as argpeated dog-tooth band incised with frefoils st of f by recessed pands of
vertical beeded boards. Atop the wooden section of the choir rail isametd framewrapped in stenciled wire screen. The
rail and its decorative screen is hidden from view by aburgundy colored velvet curtain drgped upon it.

The organ hes two manuds, apedde of two octavestwo notes, nineteen voice Sops, twenty-three draw sops, and pipes
of both wood and metd. Itissad to produce a"mellow" sound.

Bacony (photo#5)
Situated above the narthex and flanking vestibules & the front of the building, the balcony is supported on pairs of

brackets. The full width of therailing adong the sanctuary sde of thebacony isof walnut inamotif of repeated round
archesand trefoils contrasting with recessad pands of vertical beeded boards. The seetsin the balcony are theafre seets of
wood with metal frames. Seet backs are of bent wood with decorative metd insets & their tops.

Stained Glass Windows

Leaded pands of dained glass fill the windows of the narthex and itstowers, the sanctuary and chapd. Nearly all of the
windows in these goeces date from the original constmction of thebuilding. Those inthe eest and west amsof the
sanctuaryfransept,ingtaled in 1903, are the only exceptions (Photo # 16). Thesewindowsare dmog all non-
representationd and entirely omamenta. In thefranseptand ba cony windows symbols, such as achdice, dove, and
anchor are usd.

The overall effect of the original 1875 windowsis tepestry like. Mogt of them consg of pandsof non-fransparent,
colorless glass, decorated with grisaille Gothic motifsin black oxide and silver, accented with aress offlashedcol or
(Phaoto # 15). The grisailledecoration createsthe patterned effect of weaving while the brightly colored acoents lend
richness. At the same time, the colorless, or in some cagss only dightly tinted, non-fransparent glass background provides
plenty of light for theinterior.

(continued)
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The grisaille pattems on the pands of the nave windows and on thosein the chapd are arranged to form avertical row ot
repested mandorlasjoined end to end. At each point of junction is a grisaille rosette accented with acircular or diamond-
shapad colored glass center. The central pand s of each window are framed in strips of colored glasswithin anarrow
etched colorless glassborder. The colored accents are highly saturated, recalling the colors of medieva stained glass.
Borders of some ae red, while those of others are blue.

Ba cony windows (Photo #15) have adusty rose ground overlaid with atextile-like pattemn of leaves dtemating with
sunburgt-pattemn roundd sin white with yellow accentsand red centers. Green diamonds, blue horizontal drips, mst
horizonta gtrips, and red outer borders overlaid with pattems add rich accents of color.

High on the wall aovethe bacony is arosewindow with aquafrefoil a the center. With its pinkish background, itis
overlaid with afoliatemotif and is accented with, red, blue, burgundy, and green. Itisthe richest of the windows in the
sanctuary, mede brilliant by its confrasting colors marked by a subtlety of variation.

Triangular dormer windows inthe ceiling are filled with sained glassin the form of three circles with white ground,
yellow borders, and a cenfral accant of sfrong color. Even thefransomwindows above doors a ether sdeof pulpit
contain gained glass They are ddicate in color with grisaille pattems and touches of pale green and pae yellow.

High on the walls of the eest and wedfranseptsare large sained glasswindows (photo #16) representing the tagte of the
tum-of-the-20th-century period. Thesewindows are paein color with practically no gpplied painting. Bothin color and
surfacefreatment, these windows are much lessrich in effect than the earlier examples of dained glassin the sanctuary.
Thesewindows, ingtaled in 1903, conds of pandsinstalled within a Gothic-arched opening. At the center of the top
section isan inverted frefoil. 1nthe lower section ae two rectangular panels. The pands have awhite ground with highly
sylized foliatemotifsinlight green and light orange-red with green gold and sky blue borders around the outsde. The

The gained glassin the two pairs of windows in the lower portion of the eestfranseptaso dates from 1908 and issimilar
in character to the glassin the upperfranseptwindows. S inawhite ground is brown and pale green glassin the frefoil
top of window, teerdrop motifsin yellow tan in the cenfral section, a pae grey-blue inverted heart shgpea the bottom,
and ayellow border around the edge Mostly textured glassis usad in thesewindows.

Chapel

This room was originally connected to the sanctuary by two doors and by a st of windows that could be opened tojoin
the two goaces together for large groups. The doors still exist, but the windows wereremoved in 1955. They weretall
windows with multiple panes of textured colorless glassinwood frames with wood muntins. There are no photographs
showing them in place. However, the windows, but not the frames, still survive inthe church basement. Today smooth
plagter walls exist in both the sanctuary and the chapd where the windows were once ingtalled.

The chepd isfinished similarly to the sanctuary in its woodwork and stained glasswindows. It originally had a high
"cathedrd” ceiling trimmed with wood brackets and beemssimilar in character to those of the sanctuary. However, the
room now hes amuch lower, flat ceiling surrounded by awide moulded comice (Photo # 17). This dropped acousdticd tile
ceiling wes ingtalled in 1955 as a smple solution for cracked plagter. Today the only hint of the original ceiling designis

(continued)
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that lower portions of wood brackets can be ssen on the north and south walls ot meroom. Theii uppe SLdiuiisait now
hidden above the dropped ceiling. No photographs have been found showing the chapd before these changes were made.
The hardwoodfloorsin the chapd and ladies parlor were laid in the 1950s

Rooms Adjoining the Chapd

Ladies Parlor

Thisroom isstill devoted to itsoriginal purpose as the Ladies Parlor. 1t opens onto the Chapd through awide doorway
with dliding panded doors onitseest wall (Photo # 17). On thewes wall isaband of textured colorless windows, which,
together with sained glasswindows on the south wall, provide the room with ample light. Although the walls must
originally have beenfinishedin plaster, they are now sheathed in shestsof paneling, goparently dating from the 1960s or
0. A low wood wainsooat surrounds the room. The original cathedra ceiling is hidden by a dropped acoustical ceiling
added a the same time as the one in the main room of the chapd.

Kitchen

The kitchen opens off of the north Sde of the Chapd. It and the present robing rooms gppear to have been added in 1892.
Originally built as a Sunday School room on the north sde of the Chapd, thisroom was converted to a kitchen in the
early 1950s after the congregation acquired ahousetwo doors eest on Winthrop Terrace to use for Sunday School dasses
That building weas not the same as the parsonage and isno longer church property today. To make way for the kitchen, a
red brickfireplaceon the west wall was removed. New windows were ingtalled high on the north wall. Only a triangular
window in the gable on the north wall survives from the days when the kitchen was a Sunday school room.

Pedior's Study

Theorigina 1875 kitchen was located north of the Ladies Parlor onthe west Sde of the Chapd (s Illusfration# 7).
When it was no longer needed for itsoriginal purpose, that much smdler kitchen was converted in 1960 to use esa
pador's sudy. Thefloor is carpeted. Original textured, colorless glass fills 1/1 windows on the west and north walls.

Carpet onfloor in pastor's study

Robing Rooms

Two other rooms to the eest of the kitchen are robing rooms. It isunclear whether they ever had any other use Notable
features of the robing rooms are the Gothic-arched windows glazed with uncolored textured glass and colored decorative
pressed glasstiles. The glasstilesare yellow. Some have flower motifs. Others have leaf motifs. A third designisa
fropical landscgpe with aheron-like bird as acenfral feature. Woodwork in the robing roomsisnot of the same type
found in the other rooms, suggesting that it was added after the constmction of therest of the building. Thefloorsare
covered in agphdlt tile.

Basement

Sunday school rooms and alarge meeting room were cregted in the church besement in 1961. Rooms are unassuming
with concrete block walls and asphdlt tile floors on concrete. The work was done a a cogt of $22,000 and 1,500 hours of
confributed labor. Excavation of previoudy unexcavated arees was required in this expanson.

(continued)
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Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are known on the church property, Stesmay be present. Seven Stes ae recorded
in the generd area(within one mile). Environmental characteridics of the nominated property represent locational criteria
(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are favorablefor the presence of Native American Stes. The church
occupies awell drained, level to moderately doping terracewithin 1,000 feet of the Quaboag River. Ingenerd, however,
the potentia for locating significant ancient Native American resources on the church property islow. Giventhesmal
Szeof thenominated parce (.62 acres), constmction of the 1797 Sscond Meeting house on the present Ste in 1837, its
destmction by firein 1874, and constmction of the existing church and horse shedsin 1875 would have desfroyed any
Native American resources that were present on the property.

A high potentia exigs for locating historic archaeologica resources on the church property. Additional documentary
research combined with archaeologicd survey and testing may identify stmctural evidence of the Second Medtinghouse
built in 1797 then moved to the present Ste in 1837. The Second Medtinghouse wes desfroyed by a ges explosion and
subssquant firein 1874. Archaeologica evidence may exist from afoundation, which included a besement, associated
outbuildings and occupationa related features (frash pits, privies, wells). While the new church, built in 1875 was
reportedly built on the same dite as the earlier church, archaeologica evidence may exist that identifies portions of the
earlier foundation/basement that were incorporated into the existing smcture. Stmctural evidence may a<o exist from
horse gheds built in 1875 behind the church. .

(END)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria Areas of Significance

(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property (Enter categories from instructions)

for National Register listing.) ARCHITECTURE

J<_A Property is associated with events that have made COMMUNITY PLANNING AND DEVELOPMENT
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history. RELIGION

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

JL C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
Q|s'§mgwshz;bl_e entity whose components lack Period of Significance

individual distinction.

1875-1954
D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.
Significant Dates

1875 Construction of building
1895 Rear addition built

1927 3 congregations unite to form Federated Church

Criteria Considerations
(Wark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

j< A owned by religious institution or used for

religious purposes.
Significant Person

B removed from its original location. (Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

C a birthplace or grave. o
Cultural Affiliation

D a cemetery.
,E areconstructed building, object, or structure,

,Fa commemorative property. Architect/Build
rchitect/Builder

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance Amos Porter Cutting. Architect. Worcester. MA

within the past 50 years. ) ) o
Amaziah Mayo. Builder. Springfield. MA

Narrative Statement of Significance
(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References
(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on oneor more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:
_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36 State Historic Preservation Office
CFR 67) has been requested Other State agency
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Register _University
_ designated a National Historic Landmark _ Other
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey Name of repository:
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The First Congregationa/Federated Church of Warren meets National Regidter criteriaA and C a the local level. Under
Criterion A itissgnificant for itsrole in the physica devdopment of Warren Center and for its place in the history and
lives of three of thetown'sreligious congregations.  Under Criterion Citisarchitecturally significant as one of the
grandest and mogt high style buildingsin Warren and arare example here of the High Victorian Gothic style. Itisadso
noteworthy as an example of the work of Amos Porter Cutting of Worcester, Massachusetts, a highly skilled architect and
prolific designer of churches, and of stained glass designer, Samuel West. Criterion Consideration A also applies as a

religious property.

Firgt Congregational Church and Early Warren History

The Federated Church in Warren was built in 1875 asthe First Congregationa Church. This church isadirect descendant
of Warren's first 18th century mestinghouse. It isthe third building built for the use of the tovrds First Congregationd
Society.

To undersand the place of the First Congregationd Society and its church building inthe history of Warren, it is
necessary to review the early history of thetovm. Aswas typical of Massachusattstowns from the 17th century until
around 1833, Warren's early town government was inextricably linked with the Congregationd religious society. The
First Congregational Society and the town jointly owned and shared the meetinghouse, which was used both for tovm
medtings and religious services. Town taxes not only went to pay for expenses such as building and maintaining the
mesting house, town roads, and schools, but aso for the sdary of the Congregationa minister.

Beforeits establishment as an independent town in 1741, Warren, originaly known as Westem, was part of the extensve
territory of Queboag Plantation, or Brookfield. Founded in 1665, Brookfield was abandoned in 1675, after an attack by
Native Americans known as "Wheder's Surprise” The settlement wias permanently reoccupied in 1688. However, it was
not until the early decades of the 18th century that settlers claimed land in the part of Brookfield that would later become
the town of Westem (Warren). By about 1740 the number of settlersin this section had grown large enough <o that
agitation was underway to establish atovra sgparate from the mother town. The Brookfield meetinghouse was located in
what today isthe towTi of West Brookfield and residents of the westerly section of town claimed that it was too far digtant
for them to travel there conveniently each Sablath.

Westem ws the first of six tovmsthat would gradually bresk away from Brookfield to form sgparate municipalities.
Conggting not only of part of Brookfield, the new town was a0 mede up of partsof the towns of Brimfield and
Kingsfield (now Pamer). Wegern'sfirst town meeting was held in 1742. 1n 1743 plans were gpproved for the building
of amedtinghouse and in 1744 the town voted to call itsfirst minister. Rev. Issac Jones was ordained in 1745 and served
the community for nearly forty yearsuntil his degth in 1784. A large and imposing tombstone in the old burying ground
ismateria evidence of the important place he held in the early life of thetown.

In 1834 the name of the town was changed from Westem to Warren to avoid confusion with the Middlesex County town
of Wegon. The name Warren was chosen in honor of Revolutionary War generd. Dr. Josgph Warren, who died inthe
Battle of Bunker Hill.

(continued)
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Early Meeting Houses

Westem's first meetinghouse (no longer standing) was not located in the present town center.  Insteed, it wasbuilt a what
was then the geogrgphic center of town, on Comey's Hill, a thejunction of the present Southbridge and Washington
dregts. Aswastypical of mogt Massachusetts communities a that time, resdents of Westem lived far from one another
on scattered farmgeads. So, infaimess to those who lived on the farthest outskirts of town, ageographicdly central
location for the meetinghouse was ahigh priority.

The original megtinghouse mesaured 45' x 20' and was 20 1/2 high between the sill and the plate. It wes surely of the
"auditory” meeting housetypetypical of the day, with itsmain entrance and corresponding pul pit Stuated on the long
ddesof thebuilding. The first meatings were held there in 1744, dthough the building was not fully completed until
svad yeaslater.

In the 1790s when the town was planning to replace the first mestinghouse with a new one, aproposd was mede, and
hotly debated, to build it aout ahalf amile wes of the original one. Since new land had been added to the town by that
date, the actud geographicd center was now located further west. 1n 1795 atown meeting vote gpproved a new stefor
the meeting house. The new building was built in 1797 on the present tovracommon a a cost of $5,000. It stood in the
approximate location of today's bandgand and Hitchcock Fountain. - -

A watercolor painting by Grace Denny (lllustration #1) shows the sscond mestinghouse and the growing town center es
they gppeared in 1826. The projecting bell tower on one end marks a change in the desgn of New England
meatinghouses that had become common by the tum of the 19th century. Earlier medtinghouses were purposay mede to
be plain and as un-churchlike as possible. Congregationdists believed that the church wes the congregation, not the
building. However, New England Congregationaists were beginning to put bell towers ontheir megtinghouses by the end
of the 18th century. Thischange of architectura taste was inspired by the architectural degance and the landmark quality
of deegpled Anglican (Episcopal) churches, such as Bagton's 1726 Old North (Christ) Church, derived from the London
churches of Chrigtopher Wren. There seams to be an entrance to the sscond mestinghouse in the bell tower. This may
mean that this meatinghouse was oriented like Anglican churches with the entrance on the narrow end rather than onthe
long sde, as was typical of earlier meatinghouses.

The Growth of Warren Center

Prior to about the 1790s, with only afew exceptions, houses and budnesses did not concentrate around meeting houses in
New Englandtowns. Cludtered settlements like thosewe now think of as villages and "town centers' wererare.
Communities, such as Warren, conssted amost entirely of scattered farms. [t gppearsthat Warren's presant tovra center
began to teke shgpe as avillage clugter during the first decade of the 19th century, after the megtinghouse was built there
in 1797. According to Jack Larkin's overview of Warren history, "In 1800, essentially none of Warren's inhabitants lived
in village dugers, in 1835 some 20 per cant did.”

It ssars likely that the beginnings of asettiement dready existed near the new meatinghouse dtein the 1790s The
language of the tovm vote to gpprove the new sSte suggests that there must dreaedy have been a leest asmal clugter of
buildingsin thisarea. The Ste was described as being "in the city onthe land of Mr. Bond." Warren's oldest waterpower
privilege (1720) on the Quaboag River was located a short distance to the northwest, near the intersection of Main and

(continued)
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Maple greets. The exigence of water-powered industry & this location would have madeit anode of activity m the town
that could well have sarved to attract businessesand dwellings around it & arelatively early date. By 1826 when Grace
Denny painted the town center (Illustration # 1), severd buildingswere clustered about this waterpower dte a theriver's
edge Further research is necessary to understand the precise chronology and the dynamics of the growth of Warren
Center during the late 18th and early 19th century period. However, whether or not the begirmings of a settlement dready
exiged in thisareq it is certain that the placement of the medtinghouse & this location was akey simulusto the
subssguent growth of afull-fledged village here. A woodcut illustration, mede about 1838 and published in John Wamer
Barber's Historical Collections, shows that a growing but still sparsay settled center village (1llustration # 2) exided a
Warren Center by that time.

The Meeting House and the Separation of Church and Sate

In 1824 the Sdectmen of the Town of Westem refused to insert in the warrant for the annua towTi meeting the usua
articleto "rasethe sdary” of the Congregationa minister. In May of the same yeer, this act resulted in the establishment
of aCongregational society distinct from town govemment. The sum of five hundred dollarswes raised from the society,
not fromthe tovra, for the sdlary of Rev. Gaylord, the minister. Thiswas the first time snce the establishment of thetovra
that the Congregationad minigter's sdlary was not paid out of tovrataxes. In 1827 the town granted to the First
Congregationd Society the exclusive use of the medtinghouse, reserving the right to hold tovra metings inthe vestry.

Westem broke its old town-church association a atimewhen communities all over Massachusettswere questioning the
legd right of a Congregationa society to serve as the sole religiousbody inamunicipality. By the 1820s tovras were
confronting questions more and more frequently of gppropriate taxation for the ever more numerous residents who were
membersof non-Congregationd religious groups. During the first three decedes of the 19th century, the religious
landscepein New England became 0 diverse that the partnership between tovra govermment and asingle established
church began to ssem unworkable. The official declaration of separation of church and gate by the Commonwedth of
Massachusetts occurred in 1833.

Soon thetimewes ripe for Warren's tovra govemment and the First Congregational Society to separate physically from
one another, as they hed dready done administratively. In 1837 the Congregational Society moved the mestinghouse
away from the tovra-ovraed common to the privately-ovraed Ste where the present First Congregationa/Federated Church
dands Darling'sHigtory of Warren describesthe stimulus for the move: "When the improvement of the common became
probable, it was deemed expedient to remove the church, and it was accordingly removed.. .in 1837." Another reeson for
the decison to move may have been the knowledge that the Westem Railroad would soon peass through the southem
section of the common very dose to the meeting house ste. John Wamer Barber's 1838 view of the tovra center
(Mustration # 2) shows railroad constmction underway in the foreground and the remodded Congregationd

medtinghouse on itsnew hillside dte a the far right. 1n 1839 the first leg of the Westem rail linewas opened through
Warren, connecting Worcester and Springfield. The linewas completed to its final destination, Albany, New York, in
1842.

Illustration # 3 shows the 1797 medtinghouse after its move and after renovations costing $4,000. By 1838 the building
had been transformed into a Greek Reviva syle church with atetrastyle temple front, round-arched windows along the
ddes of the ssnctuary, and an integral eeplerising fromthe front portion of its roof. Once the medtinghouse was moved
to itsnew gte and remodeled, the First Congregationa Society becameits sole occupant. While the Congregationdists

(continued)
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enjoyed the stylish building overlooking the Common, tovra govemment no longer had a home where tovra mestihgs
could be held and tovra business could be conducted. From 1837 until 1856, tovrameetings were held in ahired hall,
Brigham's Hall (no longer standing) on Southbridge Street. In 1856 the tovra acquired the former Quiaboag Seminary
building (no longer ganding) on Fumace Hill for use as aschool and tovrahall. Not until 1879 did the community build a
building specifically for use as atovrahall.

Constmction of the Present Church

In 1874 ages explosion in the basament of the Greek Reviva style First Congregationd Church sarted afire that
degtroyed the building and nearly killed the sexton. The congregation was determined to rebuild and abuilding
committee was soon edtablished. 1t was decided to build the new church "according to the so-cdled 'Weledey Plan,
modified by Mr. A. P. Cutting, architect, incorporating such changes as were recommended by the committee” During
constmction of the new building, church serviceswere held in Brigham's Hall (sse above).

A writer for a Springfield newspaper commented upon the architecture of the building as it was being built: "A more
graceful gmcture, entirely free from the conventionalities of architecture s noticesble inthe old-fashioned churches is
rarely found inacountry village, and it isto be afit adomment to Warren's picturesque landscape™ Olney Darling's 1874
History of Warren noted: "The society are [sic] now erecting a church which in point of cost, Sze, and degance of
architectura design, isnot equaed inthisvicinity.”

The present building, a stylish new church in the High Victorian Gothic style, was completed more or lesson the Ste of
the much amdler earlier building and dedicated in 1875. Illustrations #4A and 4B show the church shortly after its
completion. Although these early photographs are in black and white, they makeit clear that the building was painted in
multiple colors as was popular a that time. The body was amiddle vaue color, while the trim was painted adarker vaue.
It islikely that a least one or two additional colors were used to pick out detail inthe trim. Careful inspection of early
photogrephs of the church suggeststhat a leest three colors were used here. During the last quarter of the  19th century,
the bodies of American buildings were typically painted in relatively dark color valueswith trim often picked out in
sverd darker colors. 1twas not unusua for buildings with elaborate detailing to be painted in as many as four or more
colors. Thistreatment achieved arich effect that accented certain decorétive features.

The original multicolor trestment of the church exterior does not survivetoday. Morecareful physica investigation will
be necessxy to determine precisaly what were the colors of the 19th century color scheme  Photographstaken around the
tum of the 20* century show itwas still painted inamultiple color scheme However, by the early decades of the 20th
century, the tagtefor the Colonial Revival and Classical styles were caudng the color schamesof Victorian period
buildings to gpear garish. Lighter colors and amore subdued trestment were preferred. Asaresult, Victorian buildings
adl over the United States were smply repainted ininoffensive neutral solid colors & that time. Within the memory of
living parishioners, the First Congregational/Federated Church is said to have been painted a solid gray, or possibly white
with gray trim. For many yearsthe building has been painted white. The all-white treetment ssams to datefromthe
early-mid-20th century period. Many Victorian buildingsin New England and throughout the rest of the United States
were smply painted white during mogt of the 20th century.

(continued)
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Built & acog of goproximately $23,000, the First Congregationad Churchwas the largest churchin the areaa thetime ~
seating 600. Not only did the building committee provide for Sx hundred seetsin the sanctuary and balcony, but it o
allowed for another possble four hundred in the adjoining lecture hall/chapel.

A listing of the decorations, furnishings and equipment for the building and their makers or suppliersisof interest asa
record of the sourcesof theseitems and details. Thelist dso shows the intention of the building committee to provide an
degant, fully equipped, comfortable, and up-to-date church building. The new building was supplied with heet, artificial
light, carpets, and pew cushions. Included were stylish features, such as stained glass and decoraive painting. There
were dso a bell, a pipe organ, and the traditiona horse shads out back for convenience.

The saventy-seven ach pews and the pulpit fumiture were mede by O. B. Douglas of Springfield. Paws were oultfitted
with cushions from Hadley Morse & Company of Boston. Theinterior was light in color and omamented largely with
painted "pand work™ by John Morgan of Springfield. This omamenta painting has since been painted over or removed in
re-plagtering efforts. Hoorswere covered with carpets and mats from Bamard Sumner & Company, Worcester. Gas
lighting fixtures, now electrified and still in place in the sanctuary, were supplied by Clark and Sawyer & Company of
Worcester. Stained glasswindows, most of which still exist, were made by Samud West of Boston. Also instaled & the
time of constmction were atracker pipe organ by Steer & Tumer of Westfield, Massachusetts and a 2,000-pound bell, cast
by A. Holbrook of the Medway Foundry, Medway, Massachusetts. Both are still in place today. The building was
comfortably hested by fumaces from Highton Fumace Company of Boston. A driveway encircled the church, as it does
today, and horse sheds (no longer standing) were built a thereer.

In contragt to the churches of earlier times, thisnew building provided modem conveniences and perhgps more
refinements of detail. Also in contragt to earlier churches, it was designed not only to provide adignified place for
worship but aso to function as a sort of "community center" where avariety of church-related activities could be held.
According to newspaper articles published a the time, the new building contained alarge sanctuary, alecture hall/chapd,
aladies parlor, akitchen, alibrary room ("in the church proper between the organ and chapd"), and cloak and dressing
rooms (possibly in the location of the current restrooms, off of the Chapel). 1t gppears that there was no pagtor's study.
One newgpaper article does mention that the pagtor had a private entrance (presumably one of the rear entrances). The
roomsthat are today the kitchen (originally a Sunday school room) and robing rooms were added in 1892.

In the earlier daysof sngle purpose American church buildings, the pastor's study was located in the parsonage. Prayer
mestings and other church eventswere held there too. Beforethe day of heated mestinghouses, this mede practical good
sF=nx= However, it became feasible to house activities other than worship in churches as heating technology became more
advanced during the 19th century. The move to multiple-purpose church buildings was encouraged during thisperiod as
the expectations of church congregations changed in tandem with early and mid 19th century changesin society. During
this period the United States was evolving from alargely agricultural society to an indudiry-based urban society. So, as
church congregations took on avariety of rolesin the community, church buildings grew larger to provide room not just
for religious sarvices but dso for ahog of additiona activities.

According to the reminiscences of Jeanette E. H. Lincoln in 1895, church activities were being held in the basement of the

(continued)
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old First Congregational Church before it was destroyed by fire. Friday night prayer meetings ana socid aclivilies were—
held there. She noted the active work of the women of the church and the kinds of church activities that were being
carried onin the new more ample 1875 church building. Church groups did work herethat asssed: "colored children of
the South," "missonaries on the "Westem Frontier,” "carrying the Gogpe acrossthe ocean,” and "a faraway Indian
Reservation.”

An activity that crested an early demand for more spacein American churches of various denominations wes the advent
of Sunday school. Although introduced into this countryfi-omEngland in the 18th century, Sunday schools did not begin
to gain popularity until the early and mid 19th century period. By 1875 Sunday schools were often an integral part of the
activities of New England churches. Thereligioustraining provided by Sunday schools was believed to be an effective
way to order the livesof individuals inan increasingly diverse and disorderly society. Not only did these dasses
introduce children to religiousteachings, but they aso inculcated good habits and vaues and helped guide young people
through the difficult time of adolescence. Sunday schools were also consdered desirable since they were important in
building church membership as their pupils grew to adulthood.

Further research is necessary to leam whether or not the First Congregational Church held Sunday school dassesa the
time of the constmction of the church building. Although it was popular in American churchesinthe 1870s to hold
Sunday school dassesin rooms like the lecture hall/chapel found here adjoining the sanctuary, no mention has been found
of itsuse for Sunday school dasses The first room knovrato have been called a"Sunday school” roomwas included in
the 1892 addition to the rear of thebuilding. Itisnow the kitchen.

At the dedication of thenew church in 1875, the pagtor, the Reverend Samud J. Austin, expressed his hope that the
building would serve the community well for generations afterward: "Bring up the children under itsdivine influence and
practice charity to al men. Let thishouse be consecrated to holy brotherhood and good friendship. Let it be the center of
labor for humanity and for God. Let discord and division gay outdde its doors and welcome al to the spirit of God,
which should ever be manifest under thisroof, and when we have donewith it, let it be handed down to posterity, and
when they shall read the ninety names of those who have contributed to its erection, they will retum praiseto God for the
work we have 0 successfully performed.”

Victorian Gothic Style

When the First Congregational Church was built inthe 1870s the religiousbuildingsthat adomed placeslike Warren, far
from major urban centers, were mostly survivors from eerlier times. They typically included Georgian style 18th century
meseting housesand Federd or Greek Revival style churches dating from the early and mid 19th century period.
Whatever their syle or date, they were typically boxy, rectangular buildings with gable roofs. All were derived from the
baanced, symmetricd, classicd gyles of ancient Rome and Greece. Some had geeples, somedid not. They were
typically painted asolid color, often "stone color" or white.

With these earlier buildingsin mind, the vraiter of an above-mentioned newspaper article described Warren's new First

Congregationad Church as "entirely free from the conventiondities of architecture s0 noticeable in the old-fashioned
churches" It was as up-to-date in style as thosebuilt & thistimein the progperous nearby Massachusdtts cities of

(continued)
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Worcester and Springfield, or inthe capita city of Boston. Inspired by the churches of medieva Europe, itwas Gothic in”
dyle and hed gained glasswindows. Its design was asymmetricd, itsroofswere high-pitched, and its roofline was
picturesquely irregular and dramatic. Furthermore, it was finished ina stylishly up-to-date multi-colored paint scheme

The Gothic Revival syle was introduced into this country in the early 19th century aong with the Romantic movemen.
During this early period, because of its historical relationship to Continental European and English churches, Gothic
architecture was mogt typically consdered appropriate for Roman Catholic and Episcopal church buildings. However, by
the middle years of the 19th century many non-Anglican Protestant congregations in New England were aso building
churchesin the Gothic style ingpired by European medieva architecture. Influenced by the writings of A. W. N. Pugin
and John Ruskinin England, amature version of the style, known as High Victorian Gothic, became widely popular in the
United Statesfi-om about 1865 to 1875.

Stained Glass Windows

Stained glasswas concalved as an integral part of churchesbuilt inthe High Victorian Gothic style inlate 19th century
America. Onthe European continent and in England sained glasswindow glazing had been part of medieva building
practice. Infact, in England the use of gained glasshad died out only ardatively short time before interest in itsrevival
occurred in the late 18th century. Leaded glasswindows had been used during the 17th century inthe American colonies
for avariety of typesof buildings, but there was never atradition of artistic dained glasshere as therewas in Europe and
England.

In this country artistic sained glasswas introduced with the Gothic Reviva style inthe early decadesof the 19th century.
Thereviva of themedievad Gothic style brought with it the first demandsfor the American production of Sained glass
windows. The first American mede stained glasswas the work of English immigrant, William Jay Bolton. It mede its
gopearance in windows designed and executed by Bolton inthe 1840sfor Minard Lafever's Gothic Reviva style Church
of the Holy Trinity in Brooklyn, New York. Asthe Gothic styletook hold, the demand for Sained glassin American
churches grew. Asemphasson feeling and emotion in religious devotion grew inthis country during the 19th century,
architecture took on the role of providing emotionally meaningful settings for religious worship. Stained glass played an
important role in the effort to enhancereligious experience through architectural setting. Not only didit creste amore
credible Gothic style environment, but it o contributed to an amosphere of reverence within church sanctuaries.

Samnud Wedt, Sained Glass Maker

The origina sained glasswindows of Warren's First Congregationd/Federated Church, mogt of which are still in place,
are the work of Boston stained glass meker, Samud West. West, who was bom in England and came to this country as a
child, was one of this country's early dained glassartisans. According to sained glasshistorian, Virginia C. Raguin, he
was ective in Bogon from about the 1850suntil his desth in 1891. In 1860 West published A Glass Cutter's Guide,
followed in 1870 by arevised verson called The Glass Cutter's Assgant. He showed hiswork a the deventh exhibition
of the Massachusatts Charitable Mechanics Association in Boston in 1869. A promotional entry in his 1870 publication
proudly mentions the fact that his namehad been placed a the heed of thelist of dained glass artisansin the exhibition
catdogue. Ms. Raguin reports on the comments of the judges a the exhibition:

(continued)
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Thejudges commented that the dass of "glass, earthen and Soneware" was not large. Regarding
Wes'sworks "they will bear favorable comparison with any productions of foreign artists. Every
endeavor to bring the work of our skillful American artists into successful competition with those
of other lands deserves encouragement, and we therefore recommend an award to Mr. Wes of a
Silver Meda."

West'swork was ingpired by the revival of the sained glasscraft that was then under way in his native country. Raguin
hes identified examples of his work including grisaille windows in the Easthampton (Massachusetts) TovraHall, 1868;
grisaille windows with colored glassinsartsfor the 1869-1871 Chicopee (Massachusetts) City Hall; windows for
Emmanud Church, Boston, ca. 1870; figural windows for the Holyoke (Massachusetts) City Hall, 1870-1876; theoriginal
windows (white glass quarriesin aframe of cathedral glass) (later replaced) for the auditorium, saircases, and vestibule
of H. H. Richardson's Trinity Church, Boston, 1876; the reglazing of Trinity's tower windows in neutral tonesand a"fish-
scae' quarry pattem (still in place); the original figural (and grisaille) glazing (largely replaced inthe 1950g) of St Paul's
Roman Catholic Church (now Cathedral), Worcester, Massachusetts, ca 1869; and figural and grisaille windows for
Channing Memoria Church, Newport, Rhode Idand, 1881-1832.

Amos P. Cutting. Architect

The First Congregationd/Federated  Church in Warren was designed by Worcester architect, Amos Porter Cutting (1839-
1896). Cuttingisof note in Warren as the architect of two of the tovras mog prominent and high style buildings.
Located near one another in the tovra center, they include not only the First Congregational/ Federated Church (1879) but
a0 the Richardsonian Romanesgue Warren Public Library (1889) (NR). After his desth, his successor firm was
responsible for the desgn of other buildingsintovra ~ amachine shop for the Warren Steam Pump Company and a
recregtion building for the Warren Cotton Mills.

Amos P. Cutting was askillful late 19th century architect who is said to have designed seventy-five churchesin the
eagtem United States. I naddition to churches he aso designed buildings of many other types, including numerous
resdences libraries, tovra hdls, commercid buildings, and factories. The Massachusetts Historical Commisson's
MACRIS listing includes many buildings designed by him and by his architecturd partnerships. At the time of his degth,
his mogt important building was considered to be the 1834 New Hampshire State Library & Concord. His obituary was
published intwo important architectura joumals of the day. Inland Architect called his work "correct and scholarly.”
American Architect and Building News called him "one of the best knovra architects of central Massachusetts.™

Bom in Lyme, New Hampshire, Amos Cutting soent the later yearsof his childhood in Newport, Vermont. 1n 1863, he
settled inWorcedter.  After having first worked as a carpenter, Sudying architecture on his ownin his sparetime, he
established himself as an architect inthe city in 1868. Sincethe first American school of architecture was not established
until the 1860s Cutting's independent course of architectural sudy was common practice in his day. The earliest
buildings known to have been designed by Cutting date from 1868 and 1870.

Between 1875 and 1878, Amos Cutting was assodiated with John E. Holman (d. 1878) inthe Worcester architectura firm
of Cutting and Holman. From 1878 until shortly before his desth in 1896 he practiced on his own. 1n 1896 he took

(continued)
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Elbridge S Carleton and his son, Frank H. Cutting, into his practice under the firm name of Cutting, Carleton & Cutting.
It was this firm that, after the dder Cutting's degth, carried out the 1901 interior dterations to his Warren Public Library
and designed the other Warren buildings mentioned above.

Amos P. Cutting was one of severd experienced and highly skilled architects practicing in Worcester during the late 19*
century. Among his Worcester contemporaries the most outstanding were Stephen C. Earle (Earle & Fuller and later
Earle & Fisher), and thefirms of Fuller & Delano and Barker & Nourse. Cutting, like these other Worcester architects,
did his magjor work during the 1880sand 1890s working largely in the Romanesque Revival, Victorian Gothic, and Queen
Anne gyles. Although Stephen Earle may be called the "premier Worcester architect” of the day, Cutting's work
compareswell with Earle's as it doeswith that of the other two firms mentioned. Until acareful sudy of the work of al
of these architectura firms has been carried out, it will not be possble to meke an accurate comparison of their abilities,
their buildings, or the successof their careers. Cutting's brother, George H. Cutting, was a successful Worcester building
contractor.

Known examples of Cutting's work show that, as was typical of the period, he worked in avariety of Syles over the
period of his career. At the timehe designed Warren's First Congregational Church he was using the Victorian Gothic and
Victorian Eclectic styles popular inthe 1870s Flansand devations for his 1874 brick, Victorian Gothic style Franklin P.
Wesson House, 8 Claremont Street in Worcester (MHC # 1107) (NR Multiple Resource), were published (plate 47) in
Bicknell's Wood and Brick Building. In 1875 hisfine sone Plymouth Congregational Church (no longer standing) in
Worcester waas built inthe Victorian Gothic style. By the 1880s he had adopted the newer Queen Anne and
Romanesque Revival styles. Hisdesgn for the 1839 granite and brovrastone Warren Public Library (NR) wasin the
Richardsonian Romanesgue style, inspired by the work of the then recently deceasad Boston architect, Henry Hobson
Richardson (1838-1886). The 1890 George Cutting House, 67 Cedar Street, Worcester (MHC # 503) (NR Distiict), built
for hisbrother, isin the Queen Anne style. 1n 1891 he usaed the Richardsonian Romanesque style for the Harvard Epworth
Methodist Church (MHC # 345) (NR District) in Cambridge, Massachustts.

The Late 19th century Urbanization of Warren Center

The 1875 First Congregational Church was the first of severd subgtantid high style buildingsto be built in Warren Center
during the last quarter of the 19th century. Reflecting the tovrds late 19th century industrial prosperity, these stylish and
imposing buildings gave the tovra center an increasingly urban gppearance. 1n 1879 the town built aturreted brick
Romanesgue style tovrahall a the comer of Main and Maple dreets. A three-gtory, brick, Victorian Gothic style hotel, the
Ramsddl Hotel (now dtered), becameaMain Street landmark in 1886. Amos Cutting's Richardsonian Romanesque style
granite and brovragtone Warren Public Library was completed in 1889. Inthe 1890s the Boston & Albany Railroad
replaced its earlier Main Street passanger depot with agranite and brovrastone Richardsonian Romanesgue style building
desgned by Shepley, Rutan & Coolidge of Boston. Overlooking the tovra center further north on Main Strest, thetovra
built alarge turreted Romanesque style brick public high schoal (no longer standing) in 1885 on the dte of the former
Quaboag Seminary. Immediately north of the high school, St. Paul's Roman Catholic Church, alarge red brick
Romanesque building with adramatic roofline and tall Segple (now dtered), was built in 1897.

(continued)
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In 1927 the First Congregeational Society joined with two other Warren churches, the Methodist Episcopa Society and the
Ssocond Universalist Society, to form the Federated Church of Warren. The federation brought together the tovras oldest
religious congregation and two congregations that hed split fromit during the early-mid 19th century period. Their union
waes brought about by adecline in membership inal three churches during the early years of the 20th century. A poignant
tesament to dwindling church membership is the following Satement about the three groups "Though dronger in number
and resourcesthe Congregationad Church found their commodious building uninvitingly large” Becauseit was the newest
and grandest of the three church buildings, the First Congregationa Church became the home of the new federated
congregétion.

Well before the decision was madeto unite the three churches, atemporary exchange of ministers had dreedy occurred.
During World War |, while the Congregationa minister. Rev. Robert Campbdll, went to the military front, the Methodist
pastor, Rev. A. W. Ndson, sarved both congregations for about ayear. This "trial" exchange seams to havemedeit eeser
for the congregations to imagine that a federation might be a satisfactory answer to their problem.

At first mambers maintained their affiliations with their original denominations. Each of the three member churches
dected five members to form a Joint Committee to carry on the business of the new congregation between church
mestings. However, later new mambers sometimes preferred to join the church without choosing a specific denomination.
So, a changewas medeinthe by-law to provide this unaffiliated group the privilege of € ecting representatives from their
membership to the Joint Committee. This group of membersis knovra as the Federated Fellowship. In the merger the
women's sodieties that had existed in the three founding churcheswere disbanded. A single new organization, the Guild of
the Federated Church, was formed to replace them. Today mog of the members of the Federated Church do not know to
what denomination other membersbe ong and the congregation is federated not only in nemebut dso in spirit.

Demographic and Economic Changes Precipitating the Federation

The prosperous date of the tovrds industrial economy during the last quarter of the 19th century never predicted the
decline in church membership that occurred during the early 20th century. Certainly, the ninety families that had supported
the congtmction of new First Congregational Churchin 1875 foresaw that the town would continue to grow over time.
When the church was built. Warren's popul ation was experiencing anotable spurt of growth. From acount of 899in 1790,
the population hed reeched 1,777 in 1850 and 2,625 in 1870. By 1875 it had risento 3,260. Between 1840 and 1880 the
town tripled indze. After the congmction of the new church. Warren did continue to grow gradualy but not as much or
as continuoudy as expected. The total population reaeched ahigh of 4,681 in 1890. After that, the number fell and
remained gable a acount of 3,500, plus or minus ahundred or s, between 1930 and 1975.

An important factor in the decline was demographic change Warren's population was mostly Protestant before about
1870, but even then the town's demogrgphic face was changing. Jobsinthe tovras textile mills and other local industries
were dttracting large numbers of foreign bom. Even as early as 1855 the population was 11.5 percent foreign bom. The
number climbed to 24 percent in 1870 and 32.7 percent in 1905. Increasng numbers of Roman Catholics, mostly Irish
and French Canadians, settled here during the last quarter of the 19th century. The growing percentage of Roman
Catholicsliving in Warren combined with the lack of overall population growth during the early 20th century caused
Protestant congregations to dwindle rather than to grow insze.

(continued)
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Changesinlocal industry around the tum of the 20th century and afterward d <o, influenced the sze and growth of the
town's population and the resulting fall in church membership. In 1897 the Blake Knowles Sieam Pump Shopin Warren
wes dosad with the consolidation of the company's production in anew factory in Eagt Cambridge, Massachusdtts (NR,
1997). Churches lost mambersthat had been associated with the company, especidly those in managerid and professiona
positions who were more likely than workers to be Protestants. Although the Warren Stesam Pump Comparny wes
egtablished soon after the departure of Blake Knowles, it took yearsfor it to gain an equivaent level of Sze and prosperity.
After World War | the New England textile industry suffered notable losses due to southem competition. Further research
is necessary to determine exactly how great an effect southem competition had on the large Warren Cotton Mills in the
town's West Warren village. However, it ssams a credible possibility that during the 1920sthe company wes not as
prosperous as it once had been. The mills closed in &bout the early 1930sas aresult of the effects of the ock market crash
of 1929.

Histories of the Congregations that Joined the Congregationalists to Form the Federated Church

The Second Universalist Church

The Universalist congregation that became part of the Federated Church ssams to have been established in 1820, or, a
leadt, no later than about 1825. A 1900 paper on the history of the church , written by JduliaM. Hitchcock and former
Ssocond Universalist Society pastor. Rev. John Harvey Moore, gives the date as 1820. |t describes early eventsin the
founding of the society asfollows:

anumber of men, becoming dissatisfied with the doctrines which were then inculcated inthe
Congregationa Church ~ the only church therewas inthispart of the town a that time ~
concluded, after thoughtful consideration, to teke the necessary ggps to form anew society.

There were ningteen namesinthe list.. At first they called themsdvesa society of

"Independent Believers.”.. .In 1832, the society of Independent Believers voted to changethe
name of their society to the Sscond Universalist Society in Westem.

The group called itself the Second Universalist Society since, in 1815, the First Universalist Society had been established
in the southem part of tovra When the older congregation disoanded in about 1833, the Sscond Universalist Society
became the lone representative  of this denomination in Warren.

The date of the edablishment of the Society of Independent Bdievers coincides with the tenure of the Rev. Munson
Gaylord as pagtor of Warren's First Congregational Society. Between 1816 and 1828, Gaylord presded over aperiod of
drong rdigiousreviva that may well have stirred dissent among the membership. Infact, Gaylord's tenure ssams to have
become intolerable to the Congregationa fellowship near the end of his term, when he began working for temperance. It is
sad that those efforts ultimately cost him hisjob.

At the tum of the 19th century areligiousrevival, known s the "Sscond Grest Awakening," renewed interest in orthodoxy
in the established Congregationa church in Massachusetts. It was followed by a sequence of religious reviva sthroughout
the following decades Thisrenewed focus on doctrinal matters often had the unintended effect of creating philosophical
dissent within congregations. In tum, this dissent encouraged, in many cases, the establishment of new religious societies
that broke away fromtheir mother churches. Thisiswhat hgppened in Warren with the establishment of the Independent

(continued)
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Bdievers. During the early decades of the 19th century Unitarian and Universalist societies, more liberal in lher Views
than orthodox Congregationa societies, became widespread in Massachusatts and in other New England dates. Also a
thistime, many personswere drawn away from the established church by the gpped of evangdica religious groups, such
as the Baptists and Methodidts.

The Rev. Oilman Noyes sarved as a supply or temporary minister & unidentified dates during the early yearsof the
religious society. Thefirst minister to be called by the congregation was Rev. Josah Tabot, who sarved from ebout 1837
to 1840. Pedor H. D. H. Webder, who was serving herein 1855, later becamenoted as the author of the popular Civil
War era song, "Lorena” The congregation's lagt pagtor was Rev. Olney |. Darling, author of the 1874 History of Warren.
Rev. Darling sarved two sgparateterms as pastor, 1883-1892 and 1909-1927.

The Society of Indegpendent Bdievers gpparently held some of its early meetings inthe tovraMeeting House. A town
mesting vote in November of 1826 granted the use of the tovrameeting housenot only to the First Congregationa Society
but to other religious denominations as well. The tovrds severd religious societies were to have use of the meeting house
for religious purposes, with the amount of time allowed for its use by each group being determined by the proportion of
common taxes paid by the respective society. Neverthdess, action ingigated in 1827 by the First Congregationa Society
resulted inafina agreement that denied use of the medtinghouse to any other religious organization.

Once denied the right to hold meetings in the town meeting house, the Independent Bdlievers began holding worship
sarvicesin Warren's # 1 Schoolhouse.  1n 1837 the Sscond Universalist Society built achurch building of its own
(Nustration # 5) & the comer of Main and Prospect dreets (no longer standing). Jewett'sHistory of Worcester County
credits the degant Greek Reviva design of that building (no longer sanding) to William Howe, one of the Howe family of
inventors of nearby Spencer, Massachusetts. William Howe, ardation of Elias Howe, inventor of the sawing machine,
deveoped the wood and iron Howe Tmss that was and widely used for railroad bridges during the mid-19th century. Heis
sad to haveused histmss, patented in 1840, experimentally in the Universdist church building. The Universalists
remaned in their 1837 building until, due to its dwindling sze, the congregation joined the Federated Church in 1927.
Symboalic of the changein the religiousmekeup of Warren that occurred during the late-19th-early-20th-century period, the
ste of the Universalist Church is now the parking lot of St. Paul's Roman Catholic Church.

The Methodist Episcopa Church of Warren

The Methodist Episcopa Society of Warren was organized in 1852 after revival meetings, held inthe fall by Rev. Horace
Moulton of Hardwick and Rev. David L. Window of Wes Brookfield, resulted in severd conversons among loca
townspeople. The membership was enlarged inthe spring of 1853, when severd dissatisfied mambers of the
Congregationa Churchjoined the original group. These new membearswere disillusioned by the indifference of the town's
Congregationdids to the davery question. Historically, Methodists had opposad davery, following the example of the
sct'sfounder, John Wedey.

The first pastor was Rev. George M. Stede, who is said to have mede the church a "'recognized power inthe community™
through his "wisdom and strength”. He served in 1853 and 1854. 1n 1910 the congregetion became associated with the
Methodist church inWest Brookfield in order to be able, with adeclining membership, to adequatdy support a minister.
This double pastorate continued through 1927, when the Warren congregation joined the Federated Church. Rev. Walter
O. Terry, who began his pastorate in 1919, was mede pagdtor of the Federated Church in 1928.

(continued)
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Sarvices of the Methodist Episcopa Society of Warren were held until 1863 in Union Hall (now attached to the rear of a
building on the north sde of Main Street west of Bacon Street). In that year the congregation moved a church building to
Southbridge Street in Warrenfi-omJencksville in Ludlow, Massachusetts. That building was enlarged in 1830 and
remained the sodiety's home until it was determined stmcturally deficient and was abandoned in the early 1920s
Illustration # 6 shows the Methodist Church as it gopeared in 1885. After having been sold and usad for other purposes,
the old church was destroyed by firein the early 1950s  From the time the old church was vacated until the congregation
joined the Federated Churchin 1927, the Methodists held their servicesin ahousethey had purchased onWinthrop
Terrace,

In 1894 the congregation built aparsonage on EIm Street. When the Warren M ethodist congregation became assodiated
with the West Brookfield Methodist church, the parsonage sarved as the "circuit parsonage’. After the formation of the
Federated Church, it sarved as parsonage for the new federation of congregations. The parsonege was sold in 2001 with
net proceeds of $75, 400. The property was sold after the Federated Church congregetion egreed thet it was unlikely that it
would be calling resdent pagtorsinthe future. The United Methodist Council gpproved the use of the procesds of the e
for capital expenditures to repair the Federated Church building.

Current National Affiliationsof the Federated Church

Today the Federated Church is still made up of the same threereligious groups that were its origina federators. The
groups are the same even though their official names have changed. Today the Congregationa membership is affiliated
with the United Church of Christ. The Universalists are now members of the Unitarian Universalist Church while
Methodist Episcopa mambers are associated with the United Methodist Church.

Listing of Interventions to the Building Snceits Congtruction in 1875
1892 Voted to build addition, June 17, 1892. This addition apparentiy included the present kitchen (originally
a Sunday school room) and robing rooms

1903 Church dosed for severd weeks for repairs and ingtallation of new stained glass windows
Mid-Late 20th century
1955 Repair and remodeling of Chapd, Ladies Parlor, Kitchen
1961 Church basement converted to Sunday School dasssooms. Cogt $22,000 and 1,500 hours of contributed
labor
19731975 | . Repars to tmssesin sanctuary, addition of bridging and wall bracing sysems, new sills under

columns, new bracing partitions & NW and NE comers of the sanctuary, solid bridging between joists
over girders, reinforcing drgpson girders under chape, new concrete footingsand piers & main columns,
and new concrete reinforcing wall on the west Sde of the main church, sted plates under column besssin
the main church Cogt $28,220

. Replastering, reworking of someinterior trim, wall insulation, repainting of new interior surfaces,
routing out and packing of rotted sill area, new perimeter skirtboard, new siding where required
and painting of new wood, new footing and bricking in of west chape wall, new brick pier and

(continued)
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rebuilding of saverd piers in basament, additional strapping and bracketing in seeple and replacement of
severd damaged members Cogt $18,100

in. Roof repairs condsting of new copperflashingand improvement of valleyflashings,dso chapd hip
flashing and ridge flashings Cogt $17, 930

1989-1990 Steeplerepar and remova of dateroof on Sesgple

2001 Methodist Parsonege sold with net proceeds of $75, 400 because congregetions would not in the
future be calling resdent pagtors. Methodist Council approved proceedsto be reinvested in capita
expenditures for the church building. Thismoney mede possible repairs to interior plager and repainting
of the exterior in 2001 and 2002.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to the location,
architecturd details and facilites a the second ste (1837) of the Second Medtinghouse (1797), outbuildings associated
with the existing 1875 church and the extent that the existing church was built over, adjacent to, or incorporated dements
of the earlier gmcture. The buildingsindicated above combined with the detailed andyss of the contents from
occupationa related features may dso contribute important evidence that indicates the extent the church ssmcture,
facilities, and congregeation reflect the period of the community's grestest period of industrial prosperity during the mid
and late 19* century. Archaeological testing can determine whether stmctural evidence survivesfi-omthe Ssocond
Mestinghouse.  Since that mcture had abasament, the aosence of stmctural evidence would suggest the remains from
the earlier building were either completely removed or incorporated into the existing mcture. Evidence that teststhe
latter hypothesis might result from a detailed architectural analyss of the foundation and basament of the existing
simcture. Detailed andlyss of stmctural evidence from the Ssoond Meetinghouse, outbuildings, and the contents of
occupationd related features may aso contribute important evidence that identifies specific architectura details of the
buildings, materids used intheir constmction and possibly pigments used in exterior features of the church. Late 19* and
20* century renovations to the exterior of the church may haveresulted in buried building materias that might survive
with evidence of 19* century color trestment of the church exterior that does not survivetoday. Archaeologica evidence
of outbuildings may contribute evidence related to the trangportation, maintenance, and comfort/sanitary related facilities
available with the Second Meetinghouse and the existing church. Detailed andys's of the contents from occupational
related features may contribute evidence related to the socio-economic datusand other cultural characterigtics of church
parishioners.

(end)
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"The New Church inWarren: The New Edifice of the Congregationd Society, The Dedication November 4, 1875,"
unidentified newspgper, November 1875.

Clipping from unidentified source, presumably aperiodical, ca 1878, includes woodcut illustration of church

"Seaing Warren". Ware River News. Thursday. April 16. 1908.

Lincoln, Jeenette E. H. "Twentieth Anniversary of the Congregational Church,” The Warren Herald. November 8, 1895.
Raguin, VirginiaC. "American Stained Glass English Influence Before the 1880s" 19th Century, vol. 17. #2, Fall

1997.

Unpublished Works
Buck, SylviaG. Persond noteson Warren history.

Ceccacci, SussnMcD. Warren Comprenensve Historical Survey. Inventory forms, bibliography, etc.

Combs, Grace. Hand copied notes on Warren church history, typewritten copy medeby SylviaG. Buck 8/1989.

Larkin, Jack. "Three Layers of Warren's Pagt, 1741-1900: A Companion to the Historic Preservation Survey,”
Warren Historicad Commission, 1981. V. ,

Massachusetts Historical Commission.  "'Reconnaissance Survey Report: Warren." 1984.
Raguin, Virginia C. Typevmtten noteson Samud West
Electronic Sources

. "Church Library." Official Webgte of the United Methodist Church
http://umc.org/churchlibrary/discipline/history  (as displayed on line 1/27/2002)
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Scionnumbar Q Page 3 ,.
"Unitarian Universalist Association, A Brief History: UU-ism & the UUA". Copyright Unitarian Universalist
Association, 1995. http://www.uua.org/uubriefhtml (as displayed on line 1/27/2002)

"A Short Coursein United Church of Christ History”. United Church of Christ Website.
http:/Amww.ucc.org/aboutus/shortcourse  (as displayed on-line 1/25/2002)

Photographs and Postcards
Photogragphs and postcards of Warren and Warren churches. Collection Warren Public Library

Warren photographs, postcards, illustrations, and photocopies of photographs, etc. Photogrgph  notebooks.
Collection of Sylvia G. Buck, Warren

Photographs and pogicards of Federated Church. Collection of Karl P. Meacham, Warren

(END)



Warren First Conqreqgatlonal/Federated Church Worcester. Massachusetts
Name of Property County and State

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of Property less than one acre

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

1. 3.
Zone 19 Easting 731760 Northing 4677040 Zore Easting Northing

Zoe Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

See continuation sheet
Verbal Boundary Description

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte Susan McDaniel Ceccacci

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date September 2004
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone (617) 727-8470
city or town Boston state MA zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Federated Church of Warren. Massachusetts

P.O. Box 0695
street & number 25 Winthrop Terrace , telephone (413)436-5582
city or town Warren state Massachusetts .Zip code 01093

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response Including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No.
1024-0018

(Rev. 10-90)
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Section number 12 Page

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The boundaries of thispropaty are shown on the Town of Warren Assessor's Map # 24, Lot # 12 (sse maps attached).

BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION

The lot included in this nomination isthe property histori €BINDassociated with this building sinceitscongtruction in 1875.
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Section number _ilius® pgQ

PHOTO #1 (Rollll-O)
Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) M A

Photo: S Ceccaca

Dae March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church
View: Looking NE from Main Street

PHOTO#2 (RolirvV-O0)
Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) MA

Photo: David Meacham

Dae March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: Interior, Narthex looking E with main entrance with stained glasswindows and stairway to

bacony on R, carriage entrance with stained glasswindow straight aheed

PHOTO #3 (Roll VI-8)
Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) M A

Photo: David Meacham

Date: March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: Interior, Sanctuary looking NW with pews, pulpit podium, choir, organ, and organ pipes

PHOTO #4 (Roll 1V-14)
Warren Congregationa/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) MA

Photo: David Meacham

Date: March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: Interior, Sanctuary looking N with pulpit, choir, and organ pipes

PHOTO #5 (RollV-1)
Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) M A

Photo: David Meacham

Date: March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: Interior, Sanctuary looking Sfrom pulpit with pews, enfrances from narthex, bacony, and bacony

daned glasswindows
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PHOTO #6 (Roll n-3)

Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) MA

Photo: S Ceccaca

Date March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: Looking Sfrom Windsor Terrace with houseson right and | eft of church

PHOTO #7 (Roll I1-4)
Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) MA

Photo: S Ceccaca

Dae March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: Main faBade, looking N from Main Sfreet

PHOTO #8 (Roll 11-22)
Warren Congregeational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) M A

Photo: S Ceccaca

Dae March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: Detail of front porch of church showing columns, engaged columns, and doors

PHOTO #9 (Roll n-10)
Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) MA

Photo: S Ceccaca

Dae March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church » e

View: Stegple (ground floor), W fafade and entrance (L) and Sfaeade (R), view looking NE

PHOTO #10 (Rollll-9)
Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) M A

Photo: S Ceccaca

Date March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: Chapd, main (S) falade, view looking N

PHOTO #11 (Roll 11-12)
Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) MA
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Sadtion number-iiiua® Page ™ , 4
Photo: S. Ceccacci N '
Date March 2002 . o
Negative: Warren Federated Church .- N R
View: Chapd, rear (N) faBade with W feBade on R, view looking S

PHOTO #12 (Rolin-U)
Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) M A

Photo: S Ceccaca

Dae: March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: Rear (N) faBade of church with gpse under high gable and one-dtory addition on R,

view looking S

PHOTO #13 (Roll 11-13)
Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) MA

Photo: S Ceccaca

Dae: March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: E faade of church with 1960's basament enfrance and faceted dair tower and cupola,

view looking S

PHOTO #14 (Rolin-18)
Warren Congregeational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) M A

Photo: S Ceccaca

Dae March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: Cariage enfrance in faceted dair tower on E feBade of church, view looking W

PHOTO # 15 (Roall VII-13A)
Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) MA

Photo: S Ceccaca

Dae March 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: Swall of sanctuary (balcony), detail of sained glasswindow, view taken in balcony looking S

PHOTO #16 (RolHV-17)

Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) MA

Photo: David Meacham
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Date: March 2002
Negative: Warren Federated Church
View: Sanctuary interior, 1903 stained glasswindow, E wall of fransept

PHOTO #17 (Roll m-12)
Warren Congregational/Federated Church
Warren (Worcester County) MA

Photo: David Meacham

Date: January 2002

Negative: Warren Federated Church

View: Chapd interior, view looking SW with Ladies Parlor on R. Door & center is enfrance

from vestibule on main (S) faBade of chepd

Illustration #1 Watercolor view of Warren Center by Grace Denny, 1826.

Ilustration #2 John Wamer Barber's 1838 view of Warren Center.

Illustration #3 1797 Medtinghouse after its 1837 move off the Common and remodeling.
Ilustration #4A and 4B First Congregationa Church shortly after its completion in 1875.
[lustration $6 Second Universalist Church (1837), 1885 view.

Illustration #6 Methodist Church, 1885.

Illustration #7 Current plan of Federated Church (drawn by SQusan Ceccacci).

(END)
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ILLUSTRATION #1 Watercolor view of Warren Center, 1826, by Grace Denny of
Leceter, Massechustts  (Callection Warren Public Library)

The building with the tower on one ed (far eft) isthe 1797 Meding House  Behind it can be saan vary
faintly the meging house horse dheds In the uppar midde ssdtion of the picture is the hip-roofed
Hitchoock Tavem. Industry-rdated buildings, none of which survive today, are located in the foreground
on dther 9de of the Main Sreat bridge. The tum of the 20" century Town Hall now gands on the
goproximate gte of the buildings on the far right in the lower come.



East vitro of Warren, (centra? part.)

ILLUSTRATION #2  John Wamer Barber's 1838 view of Warren Center

Theremodded Congregationd mesting house is ssnonits new hillsde sitea the far right. 1n 1837 the
Congregationd Sodiety moved the meeting house of f of the town-owned common to this privatey-owned
Ste where the present First Congregationd/Federated  Church now stands. Thisview shows railroad
congtruction underway in the foreground. 1n 1839 thefirst legof the Westem rail linewas opened
through Warren, connecting Worceser and Springfield. The linewas completed to itsfinal destination,

Albany, New York, in 1842.



ILLUSTRATION #3 The 1797 medtii® house after its 1837 move off of the Common and remodding
By 1838 the old meeting house hed teken the form of a Greek Reviva style church, with atemple front and an
integra sesplerisingfromits roof.



ILLUSTRATIONS#4A and 4B The High Victorian Gathic yle First Congregational Church seen shortly after its completion in 1875
Although these early photogrgphs are in black and white, they meke it dear that the building wes painted in muhiple colors as wes popular & thet
time (Colection Waren Public Library)



ILLUSTRATION #5 Seoond Universalig Church, built 1837 at the comer of Main and Progpect dreds 188 view

Jawet's Higory of Worceter Countv aredits the degant Grask Revivd design of this building (no longer ganding) to William Howe, one of the
Howe family of inventors of neerby Spanoar, Massadhusatts William Howe, ardaion of Elias Howe, inventor of the sanving meching, devdoped the
woad and iron Howe Tmss that was and widdy used for rallroad bridges during the mid-19th century. He is said to have usad his tmiss, patented in
1840, expaimentdly in the Universdig church building. The Universdigs ramained in thar 1837 building until, die to its dwindling Sze, the

congregtion joined the Fedarated Churchin 1927.



ILLUSTRATION #6  Methodig Church asit appeared in 1885

Sarvices of the Methodist Episcopa Sodiety of Warren were hed until 1863 in Union Hall (now attached to
the rear of abuilding on the north dde of Main Strest west of Bacon Street). In that year the congregation
moved the building saan in this photograph to Southbridge Sfreet in Warren from Jencksville in Ludlow,
Massachusdtts. 1t was enlarged in 1830 and remained the society's home until it was determined stmcturally
deficient and was abandoned in the early 1920s  Thisbuilding wes destroyed by firein 1955.



ILLUSTRATION#7 Current Plan of Warren Congregationa/Federated Church
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NAME
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DATE RECEl VED. 10/ 14/ 04 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST: 11/ 19/ 04
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United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of IHistoric Places

Continuation Sheat Warren First Congregational/Federated Church

Warren (Worcester) MA
Section number 10 Page 1

The coordinates originaly provided for Warren First Congregationa/Federated Church were
19 731760 4677040. The correct location is 310 mileswest (width of one UTM zone) of this point &
18 731760 4677040 (North American Datum 1927).

Corrected April 2009
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The Commonwedth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

September 30, 2004

Ms. Carol Shull '
National Register of Historic Places

Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8 floor

Washington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed please find the following nomination form:
Warren First Congregationd/Federated  Church, Warren (Worcester), M A

The nomination has been voted eligible by the State Review Board and hes been sgned by the
State Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending Stete
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg \J
Nationa Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

cC. s Ceccaod, conduitant
Sylvia Buck, Warren Higorical Commisson
H. William Rameey, Waren Haning Board
William Wright, Fedarated Church
Marc Richard, Board of SHedmen

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617)727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



RECEIVED 2280

JAN 2 0 A1z

Na REBIER (- HSICRC RAS
The Commonwedth of Massacht* filMMmaBM.
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwedlth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

Decamba 22, 2011

Mr. Edson Bedll

Nationd Regider of Higoric Haoes

Depatmant of the Interior
Nationd Park Savice

1201 Bye Stret, NW 8 floor
Washington, DC 20006

Dear Edson: N .-

Re Waren Fra Congregationd/Fedarated  Chruch, Worcester County, MA

Endosed isacontinuation dhedt for the dove referenced Nationd Regiger listing. It provides
additiona documentation to correct the UTM coordinates

Sincerdy,

Philip Bagan
Presrvation Hanner
Massachusdtts Higoricd Commisson

Endoaures

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617)727-8470 » Fax: (617) 727-5128
www. date, ma ug'ssc/mhc





