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Barnstable, MA, MRA 

AREA FGRM NO. 

CVA 

(j^jijjj Barnstable (Centerville-Phinney' s 
Lane) 

Address 555 Phinneys Lane 

Historic Name William and Jane 

Phinney House 

same 

Use: Present residential 

Original 

DESCRIPTICW 

Date c. 1730 

Source owner, style 

Style Georgian 

Architect William Phinney 

Exterior Wall Fabric shingle and clapboard 

Outbuildings garage 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

none 

condition good 

Moved no Date n/c 

Acreage 2 acres 230/116 

Setting residential 

um REFERHICE Iq j.^PPJ^DP) j^U^P^O  

CPADRANGLE fAjn/lJiy Pi)^ OSGS 

SCALE 

Recorded by Candace Jenkins 

Grganizaticn Barnstable Historical Comm. 

Date 1986 

Photo #62-2-A2 230/116-2A 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT ( i f applicable) 

The Phinney House possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, setting, materials, / 
workmanship, feeling and association. I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t as the e a r l i e s t remaining 
building i n Centerville's o r i g i n a l settlement and for i t s associations with 
the settlement process. I t i s also s i g n i f i c a n t for i t s architectural q u a l i t i e s 
which include the bowed roof peculiar to Cape Cod; t h i s significance i s heightened by 
the fact the builder was probably i t ' s carpenter owner. The house thus meets c r i e r i a 
A and C of the National Register of Historic Places. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGUIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
other buildings within the otsmunity. 

The Phinney House i s one of the oldest i n Centerville and i s unique i n possessing the 
bowed roof which i s peculiar to Cape Cod. I t i s a f u l l , f i v e bay, 1^ story cottage 
with center entry and chimney. The entry i s characterized by a narrow transom and simple 
frame. Windows have simple projecting frames and contain 6/6 sash which i s not o r i g i n a l 
i f the early 18th century date i s correct. Tradition states that i t was b u i l t as a 
half house c. 1730 which was la t e r expanded to f u l l size. The i n t e r i o r displays exposed 
str u c t u r a l members, o r i g i n a l H and L hinges, and a double wall on the northeast side. 
I t s only major alterations have been the addition of a bathroom and modern kitchen 
f a c i l i t i e s . 

HISTQ51IGAL SIGUIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the connunity. 

William Phinney was a carpenter, learning his trade at age 14. He maintained a 
shop for several years i n a building used by the Bacon School. 

BIBLIOQlAEHy and/or REFERENCES * 

Barnstable County Atlas - 1858. ' • .. ' 
Oral History - Mrs. Susan Beaumont, 555 Phinneys Lane, Centerville 
Old Home Week Celebration August 19-22, 1904, H i s t o r i c a l Notes. Centerville , 1905. 

pg. 141. 
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National Park Service ^ ForNPSuwoâ  
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

Phinney, WiUlam and Jane, House (Barnstable  
MRA) 
Barnstable County 
MASSACHUSETTS 

CH resubmission 
O nomination by person or local government 
CH owner objection 
• appeal 

CH sample CH request Substantive Review: 

JAN 2 T 1987 
Working No. 
Fed. Reg. Date 
Date Due: ^ 
Action: 

lBt«rQd I n tfeo RETURN 
Jk îS-yy^Z EogiatwE REJECT. 

:e: y^Z^AA^A . , 

Federal Agency: 

• appeal CH NR decision 

Reviewer's comments: 

Recom./Criteria. 
Reviewer 
Discipline 
Date 

. see continuation sheet 

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below 
.substantive reasons discussed below 

1. Name 

2. Location 

3. Clas<if:cstion 

Category Ownership 
Public Acquisition 

Status 
Accessible 

Present Use 

4. Owner of Property 

5. Location of Legal Description 

6. Representation in Existing Surveys 

Has this property been determined eligible? CH yes C J no 

7. Description 

Condition 

excellent 
CH good 
CH fair 

I I deteriorated 
I I ruins 
I I unexposed 

Check one 

unaltered 

altered 

Describe the present and original (rf known) physical appearance 

CH summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
I I alterations/integrity 
• dates 
I I boundary selection 

Check one 
• original site 

moved date. 



8. Significance 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

• summary paragraph 
CH completeness 
CH clarity 
CH applicable criteria 
CH justification of areas checked 
CH relating significance to the resource 
• context . a t i'-
CH relationship of integrity to significance . ' ' - ^ 
CH justification of exception 
CH other 

^''ZZclZ'' 

national state local 

9. Major Bibliographical References 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of nominated property 
Quadrangle name 
UTM References 

Vertial boundary description and justification 

11. Form Prepared By 

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification 
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

State Historic Preservation Officer signature 

title date 

13. Other 

CH Maps 
CH Photographs 
• Other 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to . 

Signed. Date Phone: 

Comments for any item may be conti'nued on an attached sheet 

G P O 9 1 8 - 4 5 0 









Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000271 


