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Historic Nare Brigham House

Usee Present private residence

Original
DESCRIPTION
Date €.1893

Source deed research

Style elements of shingle. Queen Anne and
Col oni al Reviva

Architect unknovn

Exterior VIl Fabric wood shingle

Qut bui | di ngs none

Myjor Alterations (wth dates) nnne
Condi tion good

Mved 1o Dte nNE

Acreage /QMMft sg . ft (n2-12'Z
Setting Situated on north side of Main St.
on rise above |ow ands bordering railroad

trarks.
Recorded by = Ed Gordon

Organization ~ Waltham Historical Corm

Date June 1986
revised by C Jenkins 3/88



NATI ONAL REQ STER ORI TER'A STATEMENT (i f applicabl e)

The Brigham House possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials, workmanship,
feeling and associations. |t is significant as an exceptionally well-detailed and preserved
|ate 19th century hybrid displaying elements of the Shingle, Queen Anne and Col onial Re-
vival styles. 1t is also representative of suburban devel opnent at the turn-of-the-century
which resulted ininfill of established areas as well as in the creation of subdivisions.
The Brigham House meets criteria A and C of the Mational Register of Historic Places.

ARHTEIURN. SONHGANE Describe inportant architectural features ad eval uate in terns of
other buildings wthin the conmunity.

Architecturally, #235 Main St. is significant as one of the town's nost successful stylistic
hybrids. Situated onthe north side of Main St. onarise overlooking the |ow ands of
Clemantis Brook, this house incorporates shingle style materials androofline with Queen
Anne form and Col onial Revival elements. |tsmuin facade is divided into three segments—
projecting and enclosed front porch, hip roof topped central segment and recessed 1-bay
segnment with chanpfered southeastern corner. Particularly noteworthy are the varied w ndow
sizes and treatments—most notably a tall stairway wi ndowwith keystone arch and | eaded gl ass
panes. To the left of the windowis a small square wi ndow with dianond shaped panes and

an oversized cornice headed lintel. In addition, well crafted ribbon and swag plaster

wor k appears on the entablatures of the center segnent, main facade. Then swags are
interspersed between ornate double scroll brackets. To the right of the center, hip

roofed segment is a large dornmer with swans neck scroll hood." Projecting from the west
wall, first floor is anoriel w ndow.

HSIGRCGL SGNHCOANE Explain the role owers played in local or state history ad howthe
building relates to the devel opnent of the conmonity.

#235 Main St.'s | ot was carved from the Bright estate during the early 189: "~he Bri ght
famly's roots inthe Gove Hill cenetery area stretched back tothe md-If

In 1776 John Bright built a house which stood on Main Street, on the easter

Brook. The estate was divided by Gove St. John Bright was a farmer and tg&.

John Brown Bright was a New York City stockbroker from 1824-1849. He spent .

(1849-1879) on the Bright estate in Waltham compiling the Bright fam |y geneaolc.. .

any event, the Bright estate began t obe subdivided for house lots during the early 1890 £.
Oh Novenber 30, 1892, Ella R Brighamsold #235 Main St's | ot toElla R andElijah W

Bri gham  The Bright/Brigham deed does not mention a house onthis |ot. Presumably this
house was built during the spring and sumer of 1893, Elijah W Brighamis listedi n
1880's directoriesas an insurance agent at 31 M|k St., Boston. During the 1890's he i s
listed at this address but no occupation is mentioned. Ella Brighamlived in this

house until her death c.1920. This house ranks among the |ast of the individually built
houses along Main St. before extensive Post 1920 suburban house devel opnent.

B Bl @R and/ or AEFHERENES

Wl t ham Maps/ At | ases~1854, 1874, 1881, 1886, 1900

Waltham Directories—880's, 1890's

M ddl esex Deeds~2161: 284

DH Hud—History of Mddl esex County—p. 755 (Bright Famly)
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PRCPERTY Bri gham House
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STATE & GANTY:  NASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex
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1970 Atlas, City of V@l tham
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Engi neering Division i

Scale: 1 inch = 140 feet Bri gham Fouse
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property
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