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1. Namft nf Prnperfy
historic name Winthrop Shore Drive, Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston

other names/site number Same

2- Lnp.ation

street & number Winthrop Shore Drive N/A  not for publication
city or town  Winthrop N/A  vicinity
state  Massachusetts .code_MA__ county Suffolk County code 025 zip code 02152

3. Statft/Fftriftral Agency Certifiration

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this Qiiominatlon
« request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Histpric Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
Ririeets « does pot meet the National Register Griteria. | recammend that this praperty be gpnsidered significant

¢ nationally cr*~tewide « locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for addltionalEpmments.)

T
“tewide « locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additionalcomments.) / W 3

Date
o R State Historic Preservation Officer
ifying official/Title Q Cara H. Metz n

State or Federal agency and bureau
In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)
Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

jnnal Park Sftrvicft Cftrtifiratinn
' certify that this property is: Signfujre of the Keeper . Date of Action
| entered in the National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined eligible for the
National Register
« See continuation sheet.
« determined not eligible for the
National Register
« removed from the
National Register
« other (explain):



winthrop Shore Driva
Name of Property

5- Classificatinn
Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)
_ private _ building(s)
_ public-local JL district
Jipublic-State _site
_ public-Federal __structure
_ object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

Metropolitan Park System of Greater Boston

6- Funrtinn nr Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RECREATION/CULTURE - nuMnnr recreation
LANDSCAPE -park natiiral feature

TRANSPORTATION -rnad related

7. Dftsrriptinn
Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MA

Narrative Description
See Section 7 Continuation Sheet

Riiffnik County MassanhiisPttg
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources In the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing

n Q

.building

sites

. structures

objects

Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

None

Current Functions

(Enter categories from instructions)

RFCRFATION/CIII TURF - nutdnnr recreation

LANDSCAPE - park, natural feature

TRANSPORTATION - rnad related

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation N/A

walls NA

TOOfWA.

other asphalt, bronze, concrete, granite, plantings
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DESCRIPTION

Winthrop Shore Drive is one of eight oceen parkways in Boston's Metropolitan Pak Sysem, ad is
located entirely in the town of Winthrop, Massachusdts aong the north shore of Massachusetts Bay.
This parkway is part of the Winthrop Beach Reservation that was edablished in 1899 to presarve three
miles of oceanfront property dong the town's shore  Like all of the former Metropolitan District
Commission's (MDC's) oceaen parkways, the adjacent beech and ocean views have an integral connection
with the parkway and are the primary reeson for its exigence. (In July 2003, the MDC was reorganized es
the Division of Urban Parks and Recregtion within the newly crested Department of Conservation and
Recregtion [DCR].) Winthrop Shore Drive will be discussad from north to south.

The northwestern terminus of Winthrop ShoreDrive (#1 on the data sheet) islocated & its intersection
with Grovers Avenue, about % mile south of the small commercid center of the Winthrop Highlands
section of town.  The parkway, which is just under a mile long, travels south from the neighborhood of
Oceen Spray to the neighborhood of Cottage Hill. The parkway closaly borders the shore of Broad Sound
and overlooks Winthrop Beach. The configuration of the parkway is condgent from end to end with late-
1% century and early to mid-20* century resdences, primarily wood frame and one to four gories in
height, bordering its westem edge and facing the shoreto the eest.

The parkway alignment gently curves in regponse to the shordline. 1t descends from its northernmost
point, where it is dlevated gpproximately 20 feet ebove sa level, and then travels for mogt of its length in
arelatively flat path, gpoproximately nine feet above s level. The parkway is made up of two bituminous
concrete lanes, 14 feet wide without amedian, that travel one in eech direction. A lane of paralld parking
is provided on the eestem dde of the roadway only. Concrete sdewaks and granite curbs border both
ddes of the parkway. Sdewaks are located directly adjacent to the parkway with no planting stripin
between. Curbs are granite, and curb cuts have been mede dong the west dde of the road to allow
driveway accessfor local resdences Corahead lights are evenly gpaced dong the westem Sde of the
parkway. Landscaping associaed with the parkway isvirtualy nonexigent, except for a small park neer
the northwestem end of the parkway and an oval miter a the southern end, & Beacon Street. A concrete
seawdll, approximatdy four feet tall a the Sdewak sde and approximately eight feet deep, divides the
roadway from the beach for much of its length, except a the northem end, where there isa pipe-rail fence
(see below).

Traveling south from the northwestem terminus of Winthrop Shore Drive, the inland or west Sde of the
roadway is characterized by sngle and multi-family resdences that dateto the late 19th and early to mid

(continued)
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20* centuries and are st back about 15 feet from the edge of the pavement. Twenty-two evenly soeced
oneway dreds intersect this Sde of the parkway, many with names referencing their seedidelocation,
auch as Mermaid, Neptune, and Trident. Each of these dredts featuresresdences similar in character to
those found along the parkway. The consstently residentia character of the inland Sde of the parkway is
interrupted by two smal landscgpe dements  a the northern end, a small, triangular park, Fred
Dinsfriend Squere (little more than a miter), owned by DCR and located a the intersection of Locust
Street, Beach Road, and Winthrop Shore Drive; and a the southern end, a large landscaped ova miter a
Bescon Street. The parkway terminates a Bescon Sirest and its miter (the Beacon Street Miter, #2 on
the data sheet), which is covered in turf and planted with small flowering trees, a modern wooden
rowboat hes been filled with dirt and planted with mixed flowers. A monument, discussed below, is
located a the center of the miter. The miter is edged with vertical-granite curbs and is bisected by en
asphdt-paved pathway. The miter is origina to the parkway and is conddered a contributing feature for
this nomination. One of the few nonresdentid buildings flanking the parkway is locaed a the
southwestem corner of Mermaid Street: a smdll, single-story brick Colonial Revival-style building with
two hip-roofed wings flanking a central, hip-roofed pavilion, it was origina an MDC sanitary and was
eected in 1939. Viewsto the wes from the parkway ae restricted to the corridor itself. Viewsto the
outheed, as sen traveling south dong the parkway, include dose-up views of Winthrop Beach and the
Broad Sound shoreline, with saverd done piers that jut into the water from the beach. Medium-distance

views are of Broad Sound and the Cottage Hill neighborhood, with the sewege trestment plant a Deer
Idand in the far distance.

Three monuments are located along Winthrop Shore Drive, athough only one, & the Beacon Street Miter,
iscongdered acontributing feeture of the parkway for the purposesof this nomination; the others, outsde
the boundary of the parkway, ae pat of the roadway's setting. The first monument, located a Fred
Dinsfriend Square, within the setting of Winthrop Shore Parkway but outsde the nomination boundary, is
granite with a bronze plague. The monument was erected in 1941 by the Winthrop Pogt of the American
Legion in commemoration of Fred Dinsfriend (1894-1937). The plague is inscribed: "He Gave for God
and Country." Another monument, aso within the setting of Winthrop Shore Parkway but outsde the
nomination boundary is located & the entrance of the Edward Rowe Show Path and acrossthe street from
the Beacon Street Miter destribed above The path acts as an extenson of the parkway aignment along
the beach but is redtricted to bicycleand pededtrian traffic only. A small, painted metd sgn gdandsd the
entrance of the path; it was erected by the Winthrop Historical Commisson in 1999 in honor of
Winthrop native Edward Rowe Show (1902-1982), who was a writer of maritime histories, particularly
those of Boston Harbor. The granite monument & the Beacon Sirest Miter displays abronze plague that

(continued)
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was ingtalled by the Daughters of the American Revolution in 1927 to commemorate the capture of the
British ship "Hope" off the Winthrop Shore in 1776. Only this third monument, the DAR Memorial
Monument of the British Powder Ship Hope (#3 on the data shest), fallswithin the boundary of the
parkway and istherefore consddered acontributing dement of the parkway nomination.

Traveling north along the oceen sde (the eest 9de) of Winthrop Shore Drive from Beacon Stredt, the
beech isrelatively level with the devation of the parkway. A number of bresks have been made inthe
concrete retaining wall, which gretchesthe length of the roadway until it reeches Beech Stret neex its
northem terminus, to provide acoess to the beach. This configuration is congstent from south to north

until the road reaches Locust Avenue, where the beech drops of f degply and the parkway becomes
devated above the shore. At this point, a seawdl built of enormous rough-cut granite blocks held

together with ded dgples bounds the et Sde of the roadway. The seawadl, built in 1905, is here
approximately three feet degp and is topped by a "Boston pattem'-type pipe rail for about 75 feet of its
length; this allows a filtered view of the seawal construction, the rocky shore below, and Oceen Soray

neighborhood and Grover's Cliffs to the northeest. Near- and medium-digance views to the northesst

from the southern end of the parkway include the beach and sone piers reaching into Broad Sound. Long-

digtance views encompeass the resdences of Oceen Soray and dramatic views of the terraced granite
seawdl and dairs a Grover's Cliffs. A sprawling brick condominium complex, ten sories in height, is
located a the eegtern tip of Grover's Cliffs and dominates this view. Further in the distance, to the
northeast, the Nahant peninsula can be seen.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American stes ae known within the boundaries of Winthrop Shore Drive, five dtes
have been recorded in the generd area (within one mile) including one ste located on Winthrop Beach (19-SU-
79) adjacent to Winthrop Shore Drive. The latter Ste may have originally extended into the nominated right-of -
way or may smply be an isolated artifact recovery. Environmenta characterigtics, of the arearepresent locational

criteria (dope, soil drainage, digance to wetlands) that are favorable for the presance of ancient Native dtes

Winthrop Shore Drive incdludes awell drained, relatively flat areadong the northem shore of Massachusetts Bay>
This areawould have been afavorablelocation for severd types of ancient Stes used for habitation and avariety
of subsigence activities. In spite of the above information, however, the potential for recovering archaeologica
resources in the nominated right-of-way, both ancient Native American and higtoric is low. Impacts rdaed to
congtruction of two 14 foot agphdt lanes concrete sdewdks, granite curbs, lighting, concrete retaining wall, and

granite seawadll within the nominated areawould have destroyed any cultural resourcesthat were present.

(end)



Winthrop Shore Drive
Name of Property
8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

_ D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

_ A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a birthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance
See Section 8 Continuation Sheet

9. IVIgjnr Bibliographical References

«Suffolk r.niinty Massachusetts
County and State

Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)
Community Planning and Deveiopment
Conservation

Engineering

Entertainment/Recreation

Landscape Architecture

Transportation

Period of Significance
18Q9-1956

Significant Dates
1899: Roadway constructed

1926: DAR monument erected

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

MA
Cultural Affiliation
WA

Architect/Builder
Charles Eliot, Olmsted Brothers, Civilian Conservation

Corps,

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

__ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency

_ Federal agency

_ Local government

_University

__ Other

Name of repository:

Metropolitan District Commission, Boston, MA
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Winthrop Shore Drive, located in the Winthrop Beech Resarvation aong the northem shore of
Massachusetts Bay, makes up nearly 125 miles of oceen parkway inthe Metropolitan Parkway
Sysem of Greater Boston. Precaeded only by Quincy Shore Drive, a gate-owned ocesn parkway
that parallels the south shore of Massechusdts Bay, this parkway is significant as one of the
earlies ocean parkways dedgned for the Metropolitan Parks Commisson (MPC) by Olmsted,
Olmsted and Eliot and its sucoessor firm, Olmgted Brothers. Like Quincy Shore Drive, Winthrop
Shore Drive is significant because it clearly reflects the principles of public ownership, control,
and access essentid to an ooceen parkway, as outlined in 1897 by Charles Eliot in his arguments
for the creation of the Winthrop Beach Reservation and its adjacent oceen drive.

Winthrop Shore Drive possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materias, workmanship,
feeling and association. 1t meats National Register CriteriaA and C inthe significance aress of
community devdopment and planning, conservation, engineering, entertainment and recrestion,
landscape architecture, and trangportation a the date level and fulfillsthe Parkways Registration
Requirements for the associated Oceen Parkway property subtype, under Section F of this
Multiple Property Documentation Format nomination. The period of significance is from 1899,
the beginning of acquisition for the Winthrop Beach Resarvation, through 1956.

Arguments for the crestion of abeach resarvation like the one created a the Quincy Shore begen
in 1897. Three miles of property not yet under private ownership was identified for acquisition.
Eliot was concerned that the opportunity to develop this land for public use would soon be gone;
he wrote in 1897 that:

The available seashore of the district islimited, and is being shut out from the
public for private pleasure andprofit more and more eachyear. There remain,
however, three miles at Winthrop...which may now be secured at little more than
the nominal costs of building a road between the ocean and theprivate land
beyond. The opportunity ought at once to be embraced, or it will soon belost.

High prices kept the commisson from purchasing land until 1899. A storm had washed out
Winthrop Beach in 1898. In an effort to repair the damege and congtruct features that would
prevent a similar washout in the future, the Massachusdits L egidature hdped the MPC acquire a
gretch of land adong the affected shordine in Winthrop from the U.S. Government land &
Grover's Cliffsto Great Heed, located 13 milesto the south. As part of the acquisitions, the

(continued)
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Legidature appropriated $75,000 for the construction of Winthrop Shore Drive that would
include a seawdl, ddewaks, ad a promenade  The new parkway desgned to follow the
aignment of aprevioudy edablished roadway. Crest Avenue, which paraleled Winthrop Beach.
Construction of the new parkway was completed within the year. By the tum of the century, the
total land holdingsfor the Winthrop Beach Reservation had reeched 16.79 acres.

Few changes were mede to Winthrop Shore Drive in successve years  Notable improvements
during these years included the congruction of a bridge in 1900 over the Boston, Revere Beech &
Lynn Railroad. The railroad crossed Winthrop Shore Parkway neer its northem terminus. (The
bridge was entirely abandoned in 1940, and neither the bridge or the railroad is discemable
today.) Also in 1900, acontract was avarded for improvementsto the drainage sysem dongthe
roadway. In 1908, a contract was ordered for the congtruction of a new seawdl a eh northern
end of Winthrop Beech Resarvation. The building contract specified that the massve seawdl

would be built of rough granite boulders laid in Portland cement; the boulders were to be teken

from the adjacent shore In 1914 condruction began to extend the seawdl, of the same
construction, out to the former U.S. Govemment property a Grover's Cliffs. 1n 1948 the ssawdll

was recongtructed in certain aressin regponse to growing concamns about potential storm damege
to the shoreline and beech eroson.

Changesto Winthrop Shore Drive dnce the early 20* century have primarily been limited to the
occasona resurfacing and generd maintenance.

(end)



Winthrnp Shore Drive Suffolk nnunty Massarhiispttg
Name of Property County, State

10- fiengraphical Data
Acreage of Property

UTM References See continuation sheet.
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

119 337560 4694100 (Alorfrtem rem7/nus
Zone Easting Northing  Grovers/Avenue)
2.19 337940 4692480 {Southern Terminus

Zone Easting Northing Beacon Street)

Verbal Boundary Description & Boundary Justification
See Section 10 Continuation Sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameltitle V. Adams, S. Berg, E. Maass, T. Orwig, PAL with Betsy Friedberg, NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission date December 2003
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MAI zip code Q2125

Additional Dnnumentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

IVlaps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs

Representative black and white photographs ofthe property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item atthe request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Commonwealth of Massachusetts; Dept Conservation & Recreation, DUPR
street & number 20 Somerset Street telephone (617) 727-5264

city ortown Boston state_JVIA zip code 02108

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 etseq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The National Regiger boundary for Winthrop Shore Drive generally includes the parkway
corridor and adjacent Sdewaks wherethey exist. Thisboundary aso includes the Bescon Street
Miter, including the DAR monument, located a the southem terminus of the parkway (Beacon
Street), Thisboundary isdrawn to encompeass DCR property historically and currently associated
with Winthrop Shore Drive. Adjacent DCR landsthat are relaed to the reservation park use, and
private property, ae excluded. A gandard line of convenience boundary of ten feet from the

edge of pavement is ussd to define the parkway where there are adjacent DCR-owned, non-
parkway lands.

(end)

PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Emily Maass, PAL
Date: August 2002
Location of Negatives: PAL, Pawtucket, RI

1 View aong Winthrop Shore Drive as saen facing south from near Beach Stredt.
2. View looking southeedt acrass Winthrop Shore Drive near Mermaid Street.
Shows beach and donejetties dong adjacent shore.



#1
#2

#3

NRHP Listed

MHC# Name
Winthrop Shore Drive
Beacon Street Miter

DAR Monument

Winthrop Shore Drive
Winthrop, Massachusetts
District Data Sheet

Town
Winthrop
Winthrop

Winthrop

Location
Winthrop, Massachusetts
At the intersection of Beacon Street

At the corner of Winthrop Shore Drive and
Beacon Street, inside the Beacon Street Miter

Date |Status [Type
1899 C  Structure
1899 C Structure

1926 Object
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SUPPLEMENTARY LISTING RECORD
NRIS Reference Number: 03001469 Dae Listed: 1/21/2004

Property Name: Winthrop Shore Drive, Metropolitan Park Sysgem of Greater Boston
County: Suffolk Statee MA

Metropolitan Park Sysgem of Gregter Boston MPS _
Multiple Name

This property islisted in the National Regiger of Historic Flacesin accordance with the atached
nomination documentation subject to the following exceptions, exclusons, or amendments,
notwithstanding the National Park Service certification included in the nomination
documentation.

Signature of the Keeper Dae of Action

Amended Items in Nomination:

This SLR makes atechnica correction to the form. TheNational Regiger form did not include
an acreegefigure for the nominated property. The MA SHPO has confirmed that it includes six
acres.

DISTRIBUTION:
National Register property file
Nominating Authority (without nomination attachment)
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The Commonwealth of Massachusatts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusdatts Historical Commission

December 3, 2003

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor
Woashington, DC 20005

Dear Ms. Shull:
Endlosed please find the following nomination:

Winthrop Shore Drive, Winthrop (Suffolk), MA

Metropolitan Park Sysem of Gregter Boston (Parkways) MPS
The nomination was voted digible by the Sate Review Board and been signed by the State
Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State Review
Board consideration 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to
comment.

We request expedited review of this nomination.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg U
National Register Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

enclosure

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.statemaus'sec/ mhc



