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Historic Kae Sawer House

Use: Present residence

room Original residence

DESCRIPTION

Date c¢. 1700-25

Source A.- L - Commings

Style First Period / Colonial Reviva
Architect unknot

Exterior V@l Fabric clapboard

Qut bui I dings 2 banS -. 20th century -

foundation of 19th c. barn = walled garden

My or Alterations (wth dates) secondpha?e
18th century; rear leanto - |Sth century:

|eanto and rear el | - 19th C :

dormer on rear
side_ e_I | and encl osed rear porch - 20ta C
Condi tion cood

Mved no Dat e n/a

Acreage 2.1 acres

Setting rural ~ at Route 95 interchange
opposite industrial conplex - surrounded by

fields - open space behind

Recorded by James Kvnrianos

Organi zation Boston University

Dat e Novenber
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S| GNI FI CANCE

The Sawyer house retains integrity of location, setting, workmanhip, and
association. Itsformand constructionenbody the distinctive
characteristics that make i teligible under Criterion G while the boxed
el ements of itspossibly later addition are Ilikely to yield nore
information on First Period construction, and qualifies under Criterion D

The early exposed frame of the east main roons is clearly of the first
decades of the 18th century, and the width of the fram ng and the
proportions of the west rooms suggest a similar or slightly later
construction date for that section. The nolded post heads suggest a ca.
1700 date, for the right-hand core at [east, on the basis of conparison
with other houses in. the survey area. A roof fire in the attic has
confused evidence there, but i tnow appears that the main front roons of
the house were of two builds.

EXTER OR DESCRI PTI ON

The Sawyer House, built in the first quarter of the 18th century, my have
begun as a single-cell house that was enlarged to a 5-bay, central-
chimey, |obby-entrance, two-story, double-cell structure, as the
principal rafters show evidence of collars on only the left side for the
principal and purlin system The right side appears to be the earliest
core of the much-enl arged house. 19th and 20th century additionsinclude
a 2-story el lwith a brick chimey stack at the juncture with the rear
northeast corner of the main block, a 2-story sun porch with another rear
2-story shed-roofed addition along the rear wall, and a 1 1/2-storyel
extending from the west gable-end to the depth of the rear addition.
Across the facade of the house, a 2-story portico of seven square posts
was added in the 1860's. Beneath the portico, a |obby entrance and two
Victorian bay wi ndows protrude from the original plane of the building

MAJCOR FI RST PERI OD FEATURES

The roonms at both stories to the right of the |obby entrance and stairs
show clear evidence of FirsU Period framng. They are 20° x 25 in size.
O the first floor, there is a 20.5-long longitudinal sumrerbeam
supported on the east gable wall by a 12"-wide prick post with wide flat
chanfers and |amb's tongue stops and an elaborately carved and nol ded post
head. The 12"-wide sumrer is decorated with quarter-round chanfers ending
in 3"-long lamb's tongue stops. Added wi dth beyond the boxed, 17"-wi de
chimey girt suggests that the chimey was replaced, perhaps when the left
section was built. The ceiling is plastered, but the sunmer i s exposed 7"
below it. The four corner posts are boxed.

Staple to Inventory form at bott g,
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At the second story, the 22'-long tiebeam (10.5" wide; 6.5 exposed
bel ow the ceiling,) acts as the sunmmer in the normal fashion. I1tis
decorated with a 2' flat chanfer and 3"-long l|anmb's tongue stops, which
termnate 5" from the plates and gunstocked story posts. The posts have
simple chamfers; the remaining frame i s boxed.

The left-hand roons are boxed, but show evidence of sunmers and other
beans of nearly the same width. The lower left room has a 18.5 boxed
sumer, 12" wide; the chanber has a 10"-wide ti e beam also boxed. This
simlarity of proportionmy suggest that the rooms are either original or
wer e added during the First Period.

SI GNI FI CANT LATER FEATURES

The central chimey is of later date, brick above the fieldstone
foundation. In the central stairway there is a 19" x 31" snoke closet at
the landing, with horizontal wooden poles for hanging meat still in place.

H STORI CAL | NFCRVATI ON

The house was apparently built on land formerly part of the Gv. Endicott
grant of the 17th century. The early ownership i s confused, at best, as

Sidney Perley assigns the date of first constructionto Stephen Gould ca.
1750. The farm was |ater owned by the Kilham family until 1802, wheni t
was purchased by Dr. George Sawyer. | twas inthe Sawer famly until

1940, during which time i tacquired the M. Vernon-like portico.

REFERENCES

Parkhurst, Wnnifred C and Perley, Barbara Carolyn, Updated Dwellings of
Boxford, (Row ey, M Rowl ey Printing, 1977.)

Perley, Sidney, The Dwellings of Boxford, (Salem M Essex Institute,
1893,) pp. 152-154.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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