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PHOTOGRAPHS: 

60:3A Front and r i g h t facades 

60:36 Rear facade 
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A^ 
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'Ô n BOXFORD (3C?f 

Address 21 Endicott Road 

Hi s t o r i c K'ame Sawer House 

60:01 Longitudinal summer beam i n t o boxed chimney 
g i r t i n f i r s t - f l o o r r i g h t room 

Use: Present residence 
60:36A Longitudinal summer beam i n t o end prick post 

which molded and jowled i n f i r s t - f l o o r r i g h t room Original residence 

60:24 Summer t i e beam in t o rear concealed plate 
i n r i g h t chamber 

60:06 Detail cf notise i n p r i n c i p l e r a f t e r over 
r i g h t first-phase f o r c o l l a r beam 

sketch Kap: . 

DESCRIPTION 

Date c. 1700-25 

Source A.- L - Commings 

Style F i r s t P e r i o d / C o l o n i a l Reviva 

A r c h i t e c t unkno t 

Exterior Wall Fabric clapboard 

Outbuildings 2 bamS -. 20th century -

foundation of 19th c. barn = walled garden 

Major Alterations (with dates) second-pha?e 
18th century; rear leanto - ISth century: 
dormer on rear leanto and rear e l l - 19th C. : 
side e l l and enclosed rear porch - 20ta C. 
Condition cood 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage 2.1 acres 

Setting 

z E N 

"M REFERENCE 19 / 33 7-850 / 4721-180 

r u r a l ~ at Route 95 interchange 

opposite i n d u s t r i a l complex - surrounded by 

f i e l d s - open space behind 

Recorded by James Kvnrianos 

CL','J]RAf,'GLE GeoreetoOT. (now Ipswich) 

1:25,000 

Organization Boston University 

Date November 
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SIGNIFICANCE 

The Sawyer house r e t a i n s i n t e g r i t y of l o c a t i o n , s e t t i n g , workmanhip, and 
a s s o c i a t i o n . I t s form and c o n s t r u c t i o n embody the d i s t i n c t i v e 
c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s t h a t make i t e l i g i b l e under C r i t e r i o n C, w h i l e the boxed 
elements of i t s p o s s i b l y l a t e r a d d i t i o n are l i k e l y t o y i e l d more 
i n f o r m a t i o n on F i r s t Period c o n s t r u c t i o n , and q u a l i f i e s under C r i t e r i o n D. 

The e a r l y exposed frame of the east main rooms i s c l e a r l y of the f i r s t 
decades of the 18th century, and the w i d t h of the framing and the 
p r o p o r t i o n s of the west rooms suggest a s i m i l a r or s l i g h t l y l a t e r 
c o n s t r u c t i o n date f o r t h a t s e c t i o n . The molded post heads suggest a ca. 
1700 date, f o r the r i g h t - h a n d core at l e a s t , on the basis of comparison 
w i t h other houses in. the survey area. A roof f i r e i n the a t t i c has 
confused evidence there, but i t now appears th a t the main f r o n t rooms of 
the house were of two b u i l d s . 

EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION 

The Sawyer House, b u i l t i n the f i r s t quarter of the 18th century, may have 
begun as a s i n g l e - c e l l house t h a t was enlarged to a 5-bay, c e n t r a l -
chimney, lobby-entrance, two-story, d o u b l e - c e l l s t r u c t u r e , as the 
p r i n c i p a l r a f t e r s show evidence of c o l l a r s on only the l e f t side f o r the 
p r i n c i p a l and p u r l i n system. The r i g h t side appears t o be the e a r l i e s t 
core of the much-enlarged house. 19th and 20th century a d d i t i o n s include 
a 2-story e l l w i t h a b r i c k chimney stack at the j u n c t u r e w i t h the rear 
northeast corner of the main block, a 2-story sun porch w i t h another rear 
2-story shed-roofed a d d i t i o n along the rear w a l l , and a 1 1/2-story e l l 
extending from the west gable-end to the depth of the rear a d d i t i o n . 
Across the facade of the house, a 2-story p o r t i c o of seven square posts 
was added i n the 1860's. Beneath the p o r t i c o , a lobby entrance and two 
V i c t o r i a n bay windows protrude from the o r i g i n a l plane of the b u i l d i n g . 

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES 

The rooms at both s t o r i e s t o the r i g h t of the lobby entrance and s t a i r s 
show cl e a r evidence of F i r s U Period framing. They are 20' x 25' i n size. 
On the f i r s t f l o o r , there i s a 20.5'-long l o n g i t u d i n a l summerbeam, 
supported on the east gable w a l l by a 12"-wide p r i c k post w i t h wide f l a t 
chamfers and lamb's tongue stops and an e l a b o r a t e l y carved and molded post 
head. The 12"-wide summer i s decorated w i t h quarter-round chamfers ending 
i n 3"-long lamb's tongue stops. Added width beyond the boxed, 17"-wide 
chimney g i r t suggests t h a t the chimney was replaced, perhaps when the l e f t 
s e c t i o n was b u i l t . The c e i l i n g i s p l a s t e r e d , but the summer i s exposed 7" 
below i t . The f o u r corner posts are boxed. 

S t a p l e t o I n v e n t o r y form at b o t t om 
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At the second s t o r y , the 22'-long t i e beam, (10.5" wide; 6.5" exposed 
below the c e i l i n g , ) acts as the summer i n the normal f a s h i o n . I t i s 
decorated w i t h a 2" f l a t chamfer and 3"-long lamb's tongue stops, which 
terminate 5" from the p l a t e s and gunstocked s t o r y posts. The posts have 
simple chamfers; the remaining frame i s boxed. 

The l e f t - h a n d rooms are boxed, but show evidence of summers and other 
beams of nearly the same wid t h . The lower l e f t room has a 18.5' boxed 
summer, 12" wide; the chamber has a 10"-wide t i e beam, also boxed. This 
s i m i l a r i t y of p r o p o r t i o n may suggest t h a t the rooms are e i t h e r o r i g i n a l or 
were added during the F i r s t Period. 

SIGNIFICANT LATER FEATURES 

The c e n t r a l chimney i s of l a t e r date, b r i c k above the f i e l d s t o n e 
foundation. I n the c e n t r a l s t a irway there i s a 19" x 31" smoke c l o s e t at 
the l a n d i n g , w i t h h o r i z o n t a l wooden poles f o r hanging meat s t i l l in' place. 

HISTORICAL INFORMATION 

The house was apparently b u i l t on land formerly p a r t of the Gov. Endicott 
grant of the 17th century. The e a r l y ownership i s confused, at best, as 
Sidney Perley assigns the date of f i r s t c o n s t r u c t i o n to Stephen Gould ca. 
1750. The farm was l a t e r owned by the Kilham f a m i l y u n t i l 1802, when i t 
was purchased by Dr. George Sawyer. I t was i n the Sawyer f a m i l y u n t i l 
1940, d u r i n g which time i t acquired the Mt. Vernon-like p o r t i c o . 

REFERENCES 

Parkhurst, Winnifred C. and Perley, Barbara Carolyn, Updated Dwellings of 
Boxford, (Rowley, MA: Rowley P r i n t i n g , 1977.) 

Perley, Sidney, The Dwellings of Boxford, (Salem, MA: Essex I n s t i t u t e , 
1893,) pp. 152-154. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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