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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Annunciation ChuUch was designed by Frank Lloyd Wright and erected in 
1959361. It stands on a spacious, open site in the Milwaukee suburb of 
Wauwatosa. In The Architecture of Wisconsin Richard W.E. Perrin has de 
scribed the building as follows:

"In the design of this church Wright probably came closer 
to an established tradition than in any other situation. This 
was necessarily so, because of the positive requirements of 
the Orthodox liturgy, but in addition there was the love he 
professed for the Byzantine of Hagia Sophia...Annunciation 
Church is a cream-colored, bowl-shaped concrete monolith, 
capped with a blue tile-covered dome shaped like an invert 
ed saucer. Its circular general plan is superimposed on a 
somewhat cruciform ground-floor plan, which in turn is divid 
ed into quadrants by aisles, thus effectuating two Greek cros- m 
ses in almost acrostical fashion. The church proper seats 
nearly seven hundred persons on two levels, and a small cha 
pel on a still lower level seats another seventy. The inter 
ior of the circular main auditorium is finished in a predomin 
antly cream color. Blue seat cushions in the pews and walnut 
pew ends add richness, as does the gold-colored wall-to-wall 
carpeting together with gold leaf applied to the inside sur 
face of the dome. The iconostas is lacy-looking, executed in 
bronze and polychrome."

O
One may supplement this description by noting that the church is composed 
on three levels: the below-grade story, comprising offices, kitchen, 
meeting rooms,; and chapel and opening onto two curved, walled gardens; 
the main level, cruciform in plan, with seating for 240 in three arms 
of the cross and the sanctuary in the fourth; and the balcony level, a 
great hollow circle of space, with seating for 560, surmounted by the 
broad, low dome, whiqh measures 104 feet in diameter and 45 feet in 
height from the center of the main level. Spiral staircases at the 
crossing join the three levels. The disposition of spaces on main and 
balcony levels is reflected in the shapes of the concrete walls that 
enclose them and that, on the exterior, create a handsome sculptural 
composition. Natural light enters tfte church through a series of arched 
windows at the upper level and a series of glass spheres—325 of them in 
all—along the base of the dome. As Perrin indicates, the color schemes 
of exterior and interior are predominantly pale gold and deep blue. 
A recurring decorative motif is the plan of the building itself—the Greel 
cross within circle; it is incorporated, to cite just three examples, 
into the design of the icon screen, the canopy of the bishop^s throne, 
and the gates at the exterior staircases joining main garden levels.
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Although a property which has achieved significance within the past 
fifty years does not ordinarily qualify for the National Register, it 
is believed that Annunciation Greek Orthodox Church, as a work of 
worldwide acclaim hy a world-renowned master, is eligible for consider 
ation. . -v*

It is not without interest that this costly edifice was erected for a 
relatively sma!|l congregation of Greek-Americans and that a grand 
daughter of , ;Jpseph Stalin was christened here in 1971. It is important 
that the church has attracted thousands upon thousands of visitors sine 
it opened in 1961. But of surpassing significance is the simple fact 
that this is an extraordinarily beautiful building, one of the last 
works of its celebrated architect. For his design Frank Lloyd Wright 
drew upon time-honored Eastern Orthodox traditions, and yet Annuncia 
tion Church is wholly of this century. With the best of his buildings 
from all phases of his long career it shares that organic harmony of 
building and setting, form and function, space and solid, materials 
and texture, color and light. The architect intended that it be a 
jewel, and he succeeded.
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