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1. Name
historic Myrtle Street School
and or common (Same)

2. Location

street & number 64 Myrtle Street-- N/A" ot for publication
city, own  Springfield NA  vicinity of
state  I'lassachusetts code  Anen county Hampden coble 013
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use

district X public occupied agriculture museum

X building(s) private X unoccupied commercial park

structure both work in progress educational private residence

site Public Acquisition Accessible entertainment religious

object n/a in process Y yes: restricted government scientific

being considered yes: unrestricted industrial transportation
no military Mother: Currentl
Veacat

4. Owner of Property
name City of Springfield
street & number 35 Court Street
city, town Springfield N/A  vicinity of state Massachusetts 01103
5. Location of Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, efc. Hampden County Registry of Deeds
street & number 50 State Street
city, town Springfield sate  Massachusetts
6. Representation in Existing Surveys
title Hi gllé %”'“'OH%M has this property been determined eligible? yes no
date 1984 federal state county local

depository for survey records Massachusetts Historical Commission

city, town Boston state  Massachusetts



7. Description Myrtle street School, Springfield, Massachusetts

Condition Check one Check one
excellent deteriorated unaltered Xoriginal site
~good ruins altered moved date ML
fair _unexposed AN Addition by James M. Currier; 1914 additions by"E.CM&G.C

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Myrtle Street School consists of a complex of four interconnected brick buildings located
on a block of Myrtle Street between Hampden and Worcester Streets in northeastern
Springfield, more than six miles from the center of the city. It is situated in the Indian
Orchard section of Springfield, an area along the Chicopee River that was developed in the
mid nineteenth century as a planned mill village.

The school is built into a hillside on the upper terrace of the Chicopee River. Set back
fifty five feet from Myrtle Street, the school occupies a lot of over two acres, with sloping
lawns to the north and east, and playing fields and a parking lot at its rear, western side.
The school's surroundings are primarily residential, with single- and multi-family wood-frame
houses of the mid nineteenth to the early twentieth centuries.

Built in three stages between 1868 and 1915, the school is the work of two prominent
Springfield architects, James M. Currier and E. C. Gardner. Each section is distinguished by
well-preserved period details and styling. The school has been well maintained and is the
second oldest surviving school in Springfield.

In its present form, the school is basically U-shaped in plan, but with asymmetrical
projections resulting from the numerous additions it has sustained. The 1868 mansard-roofed
original structure is visible from Worcester Street, to the north of Myrtle Street. This
structure is now at the rear of the school. The major additions of 1903 and 1914 are joined
by a central entrance pavilion and present a united main facade to Myrtle Street. The
gymnasium, also part of the 1914 addition, faces Hampden Street to the south. The attached
sketch map keys the four phases of the school's development to the following descriptions.

1868 ' i~ . i

T. AOriginal Building

The earliest part of the school (A), dating from 1868, is located at the rear, western side
of the complex. This portion is a 2 1/2-story brick building standing on a brick foundation.
It is dominated by a projecting central pavilion that once served as the school's main
entrance. The building has elaborately detailed Second Empire styling. A brick watertable
surmounts a raised basement and delineates the base of the first story; rising from the
watertable are round-headed windows with brownstone sills. On the west facade, these windows
are unadorned. On the north and south sides, however, the windows are further elaborated by
rounded brick hood molds with decorative stops and are set into recessed two-story brick
arches. Above a modillioned wooden cornice, the building is capped by a slate mansard roof
with ornate wooden dormers. The western facade of the building was obscured when the first
addition was made to the school in 1903.

1903 K

B. Classroom Wing

The first addition (B), which faces Myrtle Street, is an imposing three-story structure with
a fifteen-bay facade and a central pediment. It was built in 1903 across the western facade
of the 1868 building and features fine Classical Revival-style detailing. The brick addition
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has a central, five-bay pedimented pavilion projecting from its main facade. Monumental
brick pilasters anchor the pediment. Centered in the pavilion is a recessed entrance framed
by brownstone pilasters and crowned by a brownstone entablature with cornice, dentils,
egg-and-dart molding, and a wide frieze. Flanking the pavilion are two symmetrical five-bay
wings. Window openings are topped by brownstone lintels on the first story and brownstone
keystones on brick lintels on the second story.

1914 :
In 1914, a large three-part section was added to the Myrtle Street School. It consisted of a
second large classroom wing facing Myrtle Street (C), a three-story recessed entry pavilion
connecting the 1903 and 1914 wings (D), and a low, one-story gymnasium block (E).

C. Classroom Wings

Extending to the south of the 1903 wing, this addition has a similar but not identical
imposing facade facing Myrtle Street, with a central projecting pavilion. Differences of
fenestration and detailing mark the addition's sixteen-bay facade. The pavilion is six bays
wide and has the words "Myrtle Street School" inscribed in brownstone between the first and
second stories. Arched window hoods form an arcade on the second story. Symmetrical
five-bay wings flank the pavilion. The southern side of the building, facing Hampden Street,
is noteworthy for its two-story, three-bay projecting pedimented pavilion with monumental
pilastered entrance. The entrance has a shouldered brownstone surround and is crowned by a
brownstone entablature with cornice ancones and wide decorated frieze. Above the entry is a
single window opening, the only fenestration on this side of the building. The two flanking
paneled bays contain brownstone plagques with cornucopia festoons.

D. Entry Pavilion

A recessed three-story three-bay entry joins the two classroom wings on Myrtle Street. The
first story, with its central entrance, is covered by a portico with brownstone Corinthian
columns. Three arched windows with brownstone surrounds and keystone occupy the second story
above the entrance. They are separated by sculptured rondels.

E  Gnmasi um

The iumi s located at therear of the 1914 classroomwng and faces Hipden Street. |t
is alowone-story flat-roofed block of brick construction. |Its three-bay facade features a
central entrance wth unusua brownst one E(quptlan Revival detailing, including battered
piers, cavetto cornice, andwnged sun disk.  Above the entrance i S a brownstone panel
Inscribed wth alatin notto: "Mrs Sana In Qrpore S0’ ("A Sund Mind in a Sound Body").
Furtggr above the entrance i s anornate broamnstone date plaque. The gynmasiumi s capped by a
curved parapet.

Interior

Tre school retains noch of its original veood trimand cabinetry throughout. Wibden
staircases andstructural supports in the 1868 section, as well as steel and terrazzo
staircases and steel supports inthe na@ or additions, also renain.



NPS Forni IO-goo-a : .. OMB No. 1024-0018
&«2) Exp. 10-31-84

United States Department of the Interior

National Park Service For NPS UT/\

National Register of Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form (03352550 33D
Continuation sheet  Myrtle Street School ltem number 7 Page 2
Archaeologicany, the property has some potential for prehistoric sites. It is located just

south of an area along the Chicopee River where extensive nshing occured. In terms
of historic archaeological potential, expected resources include: builder's trenches
and related features form the school's three phases of construction, evidence of earlier
structures (company housing ?), and privies or other features from the 1868-1903 period.



8 Significance Myrtle street School, Springfield, Massachusetts

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric X community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 A archeology-historic conservation law science
1500-1599 agriculture economics literature sculpture
1600-1699 X architecture education military social
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
A 1800-1899 commerce exploration settlement philosophy theater
X 1900- communications industry politics government transportation
invention other (specify)

Specific dates 1868; 1903/4jJ.914/15 Auiider™Architect J.M. Currjer; E.C. & G.C. Gardner

statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

NyrtTe Street Shod i's a\/\el?;preserved exanpl e of late 19t h/earl¥ 20th century school
architecture displaying Second Enpire and O assical Revival styling. Ttsplan adthree
stages of construction are significant as reflections of evolving changes | n school house
design from19%th to 20th century precepts. The school isalso significant for its .
associ ations wth several promnent architects and for its role in the devel opnent of Indian
Qchard, a planned nnd 19th century industrial community in a renote corner of Springfield.
It retains |.nte%t|ty of |ocation, design, setting, naterials, worknanship, and feeling,
neets Oiteria Aand Cof the National Register of Hstoric Places on thelocal |evel.

Te ml| villa%e]. of Indian Qchard grewup during the md 19th centur\//.sib ki ng the wat er pover
of the danad (hicopee Rver and its recently constructed canal, the Vard Manufacturing

(y establishedacotton mll inthe area in 1854 ad at the sane tine built _
boar di hghouses and tenenents for its workers. The Indian Qchard MIIs v fol lowed suit
in 1858 wen it constructed a second mll and additional boardi nghouses. ring the 1860s
the conmunity grewrapidly, and by the end of the decade, a new school becane a necessity.

Tre first school inindian Qchard, built in 1848 by the Indian Qchard Gind Conpany,

been a one-roomwood-frane structure that doubled as a church. It was |ocated on Mrtle
Sireet, between Hpden and Berkshire Streets.  An 1854 replacenent, at the southeast corner
of Berkshire and Mrtle Streets, brought additional space, but it too quickly becane
insufficient. Atwo-story weood structurecontaining four roons, theschool was sold to the
Aty of Springfieldin 1857 and functioned as Indian Qchard s only school until the
nomnated property was built.

In the years inmediately followng theGvil Ve, Springfield enarked on a na or school
noderni zation plan. Sx large brick schools, all wth rashionable slate nansard roofs, were
built. Axang themwvas the new school inindian Qchard, wich today i sthe only ane of the
six still standing. The Indian Qchard MIls provided a |l ot at the southeast corner of
Vrcester and Mrtle Streets, and local architect Janes M Qurrier orewthe plans for the new
school. Qnpleted in 1868 at a cost of nearly $29,000, the brick buil ding, for

years sinply as the Indian Qchard School, hed five large classroons and a hall that seated
20 persons. Itsfirst principal was Rebecca Shel don, thefirst vanan to be renad principal
in the city of Springfield.

In the late 19th century, Indian Qchard undervent a n@ or industrial expansion, bringing
still nare people tothevillage. This nade a further enlargenent of the educational



9. Major Bibliographical References

I\lg%d 8I16F€port of the Gty of Springfield. 1867, 1868, 1869, 1890, 1904, 1905 1908,
Springfield Directory: 1866/67, 1867/68 A
Springfield Qunday Uhion, Ny 23, 1915 (see Continuation Sheet)

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property 2.3 acres

r_..OH,O.,((i« r.,™« Sprlngfleld North Quadrangle scale 1:25000-
Quadrangle name li f
UTM References
S |7105] 6D BEI7TdL M L
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
N N T T I | D | | " Joee| o] o]’
L F
G LU 1Tl | o] o] e]]

Verbal boundary description and justification

(See enclosed Building Dept. plan.)
List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state [N code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By
Betsy Friedberg, Preservation Planner, (MH), with Edhand P Lonergan, Springfield

nameftitle

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission ™e September 1984 ' "' '
street & number 294 Washington Street telephone (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston state Massachusetts

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-
665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature VahX” L A.

tite State Historic Preservation Officer Massachusetts Historicajatgommission ~J~” (fc,
For NPS use only
| hereby certify rty is included in the National Register

Entel‘ed in the date ['J-NS-

VAVAY &1
Keeper of the National Registe tioml Begleter

Attest: date
Chief of Registration

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 0 - 419-311
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facilities necessary. In 1903, an eight-room addition was begun, and it was finished the
following year at a cost in excess of $40,000. The new building was constructed across the
facade of the 1868 building and faced Myrtle Street. In 1914, a larger addition was built
extending south from the first one. This was completed in 1915 at a cost of $125,000 and
contained an assembly hall, gymnasium, lunchroom, and eight classrooms. Both additions were
designed by the prominent local architectural firm of E. C. and G. C. Gardner, and both
featured Classical Revival detailing.

The 1914 addition was planned for community use as well as educational purposes. Its
assembly hall was the largest public space in the village, and it helped the Myrtle Street
School become the social center for the entire community. The hall had a capacity of nearly
700, movable seats, a stage that could hold 75 to 100 people, and a gallery with a motion
picture booth. The gymnasium, one of only two in Springfield at the time, was the result of
the latest in educational theory. It was located in a separate building at the rear of the
second addition and measured 74 by 43 feet. It had an iron roof and a gallery for
spectators, and was built without interior posts that might impede visibility. The gymnasium
faced Hampden Street and its entrance featured Egyptian Revival detailing, the only known
example in Springfield, except for a few cemetery buildings.

The Myrtle Street School continued to serve its original function until the early 1980s. Now
closed, the school is slated to be converted to housing for the elderly.

The Myrtle Street School is an outstanding and well-preserved educational complex as well as
the largest public structure in Indian Orchard, an area with few remaining early examples of
public institutional buildings. Its location in a neighborhood of modest workers' housing
makes it particularly imposing. With its finely detailed Second Empire and Classical Revival
features, it is also one of the most stylish buildings in the village of Indian Orchard.

Contemporaneous institutional buildings in the village include the Indian Orchard Mills
Company Hall (1865), the two-story Fire Station (1870) and the larger Oek Street Fire Station
(1897) with a five-story tower and the single-story Indian Orchard Branch Library (1908), the
beginning of the branch library system for Springfield. None of these structures equal the
Myrtle Street School's fine detailing and imposing size.

The school is further significant for its three phases of construction, which reveal the
evolution of school house architecture. The 1868 original structure, with its vertical
orientation, blocklike mass, few windows, massive tower entry, and ungraded classrooms is
typical of mid-19th century educational design. With a new century, the modem school became
more horizontal, with banks of large windows, a well-lit and well-ventilated plan with
central staircase, clearly defined classroom wings and space for graded classrooms, and
increasingly specialized facilities (such as a gymnasium and/or auditorium). All these
features are part of the additions to the Myrtle Street School. It should be noted that the
major architect of the 1914 addition, Eugene C. Gardner, was a nationally known theorist on
the subject of school house design.



Exp.10-31-S4

United States Department of the interior

National Park Service WIlpsuseonty
National Register of Historic Places received
Inventory—Nomination Form date entered
Continuation sheet Myrtle Street School ltem number 8 Page 2
Architects

James M. Currier (1818-1893), born in North Troy, Vermont, was apprenticed to his brother at
the age of fifteen to learn the trade of carpentry. After working as a carpenter and builder
in New Hampshire and Massachusetts, he came to Springfield in 1853. In 1859, the firm of
Currier and Richards--"carpenters, builders, and contractors"--was listed in a local
directory. Currier was also listed separately as an architect. The partnership continued
until 1873, when Currier reestablished his om practice. "

As an architect. Currier designed four of Springfield's post-Civil war schoolhouses, as well
as Main Street commercial blocks, a large woolen factory on the Mill River, and a forge shop
in Brightwood that was described as the "largest axle factory in New England.” Primarily a
domestic architect. Currier was noted for his designs for the Warner Sturtevant House (ca.
1870) and the Joseph Stone Villa (ca. 1865), both still standing in Springfield, and a villa
in Ottawa, Ontario, built for his brother and today used as the official residence of the
Canadian Prime Minister. As a builder. Currier again concentrated on residential
construction, particularly interior and exterior wood finishing. However, he is also known
to have been in charge of the building of H. H. Richardson's Western Railroad Offices in
Springfield in 1867 (still standing), and of the Springfield Institution for Savings Block of
the same year (no longer extant). The Myrtle Street School is the most significant surviving
example of Currier's less common institutional designs, as well as the only remaining example
of his school house architecture.

Eugene Clarence Gardner (1836-1915) learned the masonry trade as a boy in Ashfield,
Massachusetts. By the mid 1860s, he was a practicing architect in Northampton, and in 1869,
he moved to Springfield to enter into partnership with Jason Perkins. The firm specialized
in domestic architecture, and some fine examples of their work from the 1870s survive in
Springfield, including the W. C. Wilcox House, the Rufus Chase House, and the Waitstill Allis
House.

The partnership was dissolved in 1874 and Gardner resumed his own practice. Prominent
domestic works that survive from this period of Gardner's career in Springfield include the
Samuel Bowles House (1884) and the Julius H. Appleton House (1886). Another noteworthy
design in Massachusetts is the Dimock Estate, built in Northampton in 1880 (NR 1982). He
also began writing a series of "how-to" books on various aspects of architecture. Between
1874 and 1888, eight books were published, including Homes and How to Make Them (1874),
Garmm Sense in Church Building (1880), and Town and Country School Building n"888). These
volumes received wide circulation and brought Gardner commissions from all over the country.
By 1887, he could say that he had made plans for buildings in all but two of the states and
territories of the United States. In 1885, Gardner began a journal entitled The Builder,
which was published in Holyoke, Massachusetts; he served as editor until 1880.

In 1889, Gardner brought his son, George C, a recent graduate of the Massachusetts
Institute of Technology, and George R. Pyne, a draftsman, into partnership with him. After
Pyne's departure in 1900, E. C. and G. C. Gardner continued to work together until the elder
Gardner's death in 1915. Gardner was considered the foremost architect in central
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Massachusetts in the late 19th and early 20th centuries, and his additions to the Myrtle
Street School date from this period in his career. The firm also designed many important
mum Cl pal buildings in Springfield and the surrounding communities, including the Springfield
City Hospital (1889), Springfield Museum of Science (1898), and the Springfield Street
Railway Building (1897). The latter was listed on the National Register as part of the
Memorial Square Historic District in 1977.

Gardner's national reputation flourished as well. His pattern books received both critical
acclaim and extensive distribution. Critic Vincent Scully has called him "one of the last of
the important pattern book authors" (The Shingle Style and The Stick Style, rev. ed.. New
Haven, 1971). Gardner also contributed articles to such diverse journals as Good
Housekeeping. New England Magazine. American Architect and Building News

and EngineerTng Hontniy, as wen~as the local Springfield RepublicanT

While Gardner specialized in institutional architecture, there are few examples of his
school house designs extant in the Springfield area. His carefully detailed Classical
Revival-style additions to the Myrtle Street School are a particularly fine and
well-preserved example of the work of a prolific and influential architect.

students and faculty.
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Bi ographi cal Review of the Leading Citizens of Hanpden County, 1895, pp. 886, 889.
Encycl opedi a of Massachusetts:  Biographical - Geneal ogi cal, The Anerican

Historical Society , 1916, vol. 2, pp. 52-54.

Leading Manufacturers and Merchants of Central and Véstern Massachusetts, 1886, p. 214
Progressive Springfield, Nov. 1891, pp. 176-78.

Scully, Vincent. The Shingle Style and The Stick Style. 1971.

Springfield Vertical Files, Springfield City Library:

Architects: Currier, James M.

Architects: Gardner, Eugene C.

Municipal Government: Municipal Building Records, 1852-1912.
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