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1. Name of Property
historic name Pawtucket Congregational Church

other names/site number

2. Lop.afinn

Street & number 15 Mammoth Road not for publication

city or town. Lowell . Vicinity

estate Massachusetts code MA_ county Middlesex code 017 zip code 01854

~N  .Stafe/Ferieral A<;“enny nerfifiratinn

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this B'nomination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property

sf meets « does not meet the National Register Criteria 1 recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally « statewide H'locally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

WTMA—  Sc.
Signature of certifying official/Title Brona Simon, SHPO Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

Park Servir.e Certifir.atinn
herafcy certify that this property is: Date of Action
rentered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
» other (explain);



Pawtucl<et Congregational Church
Name of Property

5. Clas.sifination

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

A private X building(s)

_ public-local _ district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

WA

6. Fiinntinn or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGiION/religious facility/church

7. Description
Architectural Classification

(Enter categories from instructions)
LATE VICTORIAN/Romane.sque Revival

LATE VICTORIAN/Queen Anne

Narrative Description

Middlesex County, Massachusetts
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
9 0 building
0 0 sites
0 0 structures
0 1 objects
2 1 Total
Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register

3 Lowell NHP HP, 1978 (yard fence gate”

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION/religious facility/church

Materials
(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation  granite

walls brick
roof. slate
other_ wood

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)



Pawtucket Congregational Church
Name of Property

a. statement nf Significanne

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

)L A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X. C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

X A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C a hirthplace or grave.

D a cemetery.

E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.

F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bihiingraphinal References

Middlesex County, Massachusetts
Countv and State

Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

Architecture
Religion

Social History

Period of Significance
1850-1957

Significant Dates
1898-1899 (construction of present church)

Significant Person

(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)
MA

Cultural Affiliation

im

Architect/Builder
Brown, J. Merrill

Connell, Thomas H.

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering ,
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

_ State Historic Preservation Office
_ Other State agency
_ Federal agency
_ Local government
_ University
X Other
Name of repository:
Pawtucket Congregational Church
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7. Dexcription

The Pawtucket Congregational Church, 1 S MammntVi Rnad, T,nwell (1898-1899, M HC #790, see photos) is aprominently
sted and architecturaly significant church of Victorian eclectic design, retaining notable opadescent gained glass
windows, awell pressrved two-manud organ, and a Reverebell, al origina to the building. Situated on the northern

bank of the Merrimack River overlooking the Pawtucket Falls, the church islocated in the Pawtucketville neighborhood

in the northern section of the city, annexed in 1874 from the neighboring town of Dracut. The church property occupies
the northern comer of the Mammoth Road intersection with Riversde Street, a the heed of the Pawtucket Bridge over

the falls; this bridge connects Pawtucketville with Lowell's historic industrial center. The immediate neighborhood
displays amix of resdential and smal-scde commercid deve opment.

The church yard (MHC #991, photo 4), which hes frontage on Mammoth Road and Riverside Strest, is partially located
within the boundary of the Lowell National Historic Pak (NRDIS 1978). Bordering the church yard a the dreet edges is
avery smpleiron picket fence (ca. 19007). Situated in the south comer of the church yard isa sanding sign (ca. 1990s)
oriented toward the Mammoth Road-Riversde Sireet intersection. The remaining components of the property are located
outside the boundary of the Lowell National Historic Park. 1naddition to the church, these include a detached concrete
block shed (early 20" cent., photo #5) adjacent to the rear wall of the church, and a sone retaining wall (1850, photo 8)
that was congtructed in connection with improvements to the meetinghouse that originally occupied the property. The
goneretainingwall runs dong aportion of the Mammoth Road frontage, starting a the western corner and extending
south as far as the Mammoth Road entry on the church tower. A bresk in the retaining wall allows aooess to the parking
aead the westem end of the church property. The retainingwall istopped with an iron picket fence that gopearsto be
conterporary with the picket fence enclosing the church yard.

The church isared brick building, one story on araised basament of granite block, with adate roof and awood comice.
The double-height sanctuary gpace (photos 1, 4, and 6) is roughly squeare in massing, having abroad cross-gable roof and
atwo-story squaretower with octagond spire anchoring the southern corner. A one-gory, sSde-gebled lateral wing
(photos 1 and 2) contains the chapd immediatdy adjacent to the sanctuary, and the ladies parlor marked by across gable
a the western end. Thiswing hes an interior end wall brick chimney on the west elevation (at the ladies parlor) and a
larger brick chimney behind the roof ridge.

The church hes four public entrances. The two a the bege of the tower (photos 3 and 4) are gpproached by way of
granite gairs from Mammoth Road and the church yard, respectively. Two other entrances are shidlded by gable-front
projecting porches.  one on the Mammoth Road devation, & the vestibule adjoining the sanctuary and chapd (photos 1
and 8); and the other on the church yard elevation (photo 6). The Mammoth Road entrance, which currently serves as
the principal entry to the church, is goproached by way of granite gairs from the street, while the church yard entry is
located a grade.

Pawtucket Congregational Church exhibits afuson of Romanexque Revival and Quean Anne-gyle arnamentd details
Round-arched surrounds frameall gpenings on the tower, aswell asthaose containing the three larges dained glass
windows two in the sanctuary, and ane in the ladies parlor (see bdow for description of gained glass). The arched
heeds of these openingsare executed in pressad brick (photos 1-6). Granite isusad for all window sills, the lintds on the
church's amale redtangular windows, the caps of the buttresses on the Mammath Road sde of the sanduary (photo 1),

(continued)
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and the beh courses, corbelling, and coping ssan on the tower (photo 3). The square tower features brick corner piers,
wood louversin the paired openings of the bell tower, and agranite plague over the Mammoth Road entry that reeds
"Pawtucket Cong. Church 1797-1898." The tower entry contains paired panded doors and sained glassin the round-
arched transoms above. The wood-frame projecting porches (photos 6 and 8) are typically Queen Annein their styling.

Each features abroad front gable infilled with board and batten siding, overhanging eaves, bargeboardsin the gable end,
and decorative round-arch brackets between pods. The porches have beed board ceilings.

Interior

The interior of the Pawtucket Congregational Church isin very good condition and retains its historic integrity. The
double-height sanctuary goeace (photo 9) isroughly sguare in massing. At the front of the goece (reer wall of the church)
ae the chancd, with pulpit and lectem, and the organ (sse below), which is st benesth adouble-height arched surround.
In the front left corner of the sanctuary isthe chair loft (photo 9), separated from the main goace by an ok railing with
turned baugers. The front right corner has an interior doorway leeding to the pastor's office, the entry porch on the
church yard devation (se above), and agair hall to the basement. At the rear right comer of the sanctuary (photo 11)
are two double-door entries to the tower. The tower vestibule, which iscurrently closed to the public, provides aocess to
the bell tower by way of agesp narrow saircase. Therear left comer of the sanctuary (photo 12) hes an interior
doorway opening onto avestibule at the entry porch onthe Mammoth Road elevation of the church.

The sanctuary, which seats approximately five hundred people, hes two distinctive design features: exposed ded trusses
supporting the vaulted ceiling (photos 9-12), and adoped floor that dlows for clear views of the chancd from al pews
(photos 9 and 12). The ceiling isclad with acoudtical tilesand plagter. Walls are plaster with vertical board
wainscoting. All interior woodwork is oak, including the pews, which are arranged in three sections curving dightly
toward the chancd, yielding two inner aides and two outer aides. On the left (west) wall of the sanctuary, abank of sx
diding doors (photos 12 and 15) dividesthe sanctuary from the adjacent chapd; opening these doors alows for overflow
seding in the chapd. The ok doors are panded, and have pebbled glassin the transoms above.

While the chapd hes the plagter walls and oak wainscoting and trim of the sanctuary, the vaulted ceiling of the chepd
features trussesthat are boxed inwood (photos 13 and 14) rather than exposed. In addition to the bank of diding doors
on the eest wall, the chapd includestwo pairs of panded diding pocket doors on the west wall: one opening onto the
ladies parlor, and the other opening onto ancther room a the northwest corner of the church building. There isno fixed
s=dting in the chapd, which alowsfor flexible arangements of chairs and tables to suit the neads of the congregation.

The ladies parlor (photo 16) isaformal goece and reception area. The fireplace on the west wall displays daborate
carving on the wood mantel and over-mantd. The ladies parlor hes aplagered vaulted ceiling, plaster walls, and
matchboard wainscoting. Panded oak pocket doors open onto the chapd (see above) and another room &t the rear | eft
corner of the building, now usad as akitchen area. Furniturein the ladies parlor includes pieces dating to the
congtruction of the present church (1897-1898) as well as pieces from the meatinghouse previoudy on the property.

(continued)
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On the basemant leve of the church are additional meeting goaces and utility rooms. Access to the besameant isby way of
dair casesin the Mammoth Road vestibule (currently the church's principa entrance) and from the church yard. Both
entrances are marked on the exterior by the projecting porches. Most windows in the basement contain wood saeh, either
a double-hung, 2/2 configuration or hopper sash.

Stained Glass

All gained glasswindows in the church are plated American opa escent-style windows, designed and fabricated by
Redding, Baird and Company of Boston. The sanctuary features two double-height windows, eech gpproximately
fourteen feet wide and twenty-two feet high, with arow of four smaler windows below. On the Mammoth Road
devation is The Good Shepherd (photos 1,10, and 17), illustrating Jesus carrying the lost shegp inarichly detailed
landscgpe. The window isaso known as the Mother's Window; centered benegth this window is amarble memoria
plague inscribed with the names of mothers who logt children. The smaler memorial windows, on the sameleve asthe
plagque, depict Biblical images (from left to right): acluster of golden fig blossoms (Parable of the Fig Tree), clusters of
purple grapes (Parable of the Vine and the Branches), the Ark of the Covenant, and awhite dove (coming of the Holy
Spirit). On the church yard eevation, facing the Pawtucket Fals, isHe isRisen (photos 4, 6, and 18), illustrating Mary
Magddene and the two other women gregted by an angd a the mouith of the empty tomb of Jesuson the first Eager
morning. The Biblical imeages depicted inthe four smdler windows benegth are ared crasswith jeweled yellow points,
water flowing from arock; an open Bible with alamb resting on it; and a golden crown with multi-colored jewels. Two
amdler windows in the choir loft make reference to Joy. In the tower vegtibule outside the sanctuary, dained glassadso
gopearsin the round-arched transoms over the two entrances. Both windows illustrate a dove descending and light
radiating downward from the dove. The transom over the Mammoth Road entrance (photos 1 and 3) incdludesthe
symboal for Alpha, i.e., the beginning. The transom over the entrance facing the church yard and Pawtucket Fals (photos
1 and 6) indudes the symbol for Omega, i.e., the end. There isaamdler gained glasswindow in the tower (north wall,
photo 4) that is not inscribed or dedicated to aparticular person. [Thurlow]

Additiona gained glasswindows gppear in the ladies parlor and the chapel. In the ladies parlor isthe third large
window in the church, donated by Christian Endeavor, the congregation's young people's organization in 1898. This
window, located on the Mammoth Road eevation (photos 2,12, and 19), depicts in the center pand the heed of Chrigt;
above isthe text InMy Father'sHouse Are Many Mansions. A symbol containing the letters CE for Christian
Endeavor gppearsin two places on thiswindow. In the chapedl, three smdler windows on the Mammoth Road elevation
(photo 2) depict (from left to right inthe chapdl): the heed and shoulders of aknight inarmor (in memory of Col. James
Varnum); the face of an angd as achild, gazing into the distance; and an image of the Holy Bible. Two windows onthe
reer wall of the chapd (photo 14) illustrate a crown with jewels, in the left window, and lilies, in the right window.
[Thurlow]

Some smdler dained glasswindowsin the church have intricate multi-colored designs but bear no picture or inscription.
These include two windows flanking the fire place inthe ladies parlor, the window inthe tower vestibule (sse above), a
window inthe porch entry hall on Mammoth Road, and awindow in the room & the left rear corner of the building, neer
the ladies parlor, which is now usad as akitchen area [Thurlow]

(continued)
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Organ

The organ (photos 9 and 20) a Pawtucket Congregationa Church isorigina to the church. Details of the organ's design
and condition, recorded in 2005 by Jonathan R. Rossof the Andover Organ Company, are excerpted here. Built by James
Cole of Bogton, the organ isawell preserved example of a medium two-manua organ of its period, having undergone no
major revisons snce itsinstallation in 1899. The organ is an excdlent example of the style and building methods of the
Bogton organ-builders inthe 1890s. Tonally, it shows atransition to adarker, more fundamental sound while not being

in the symphonic school that would soon emerge. The voicing leenstoward a smoother sound, with adecidedly dower
atack and more muted colors, than istypically ssen on an organ of this Sze throughout the 19* century. The resds are
darker and more complex than the bright and open chorus reeds of the mid-19* century. The flutes are heavily nicked for
a anooth articulation to the goeach and do not ascend in volume and tone as one goes up the keyboard, as earlier flutes
had. The string sops have a0 taken on anew character, much more ddicate and softer in volume while a the same
time being smdler scded and keener with regard to their timbre. The character of the organ remains undtered from

when it wes ingtalled by Cole. The only changesinvolve the addition of an electric blower and the remova of thefeeders
for hand-pumping. [Ross, Andover Organ Company, R-422] The Andover Organ Company recently reesthered the
reservoir and deaned and regulated the reed sops.

Bell

Cast in 1822 by the Boston foundry known as Paul Revere & Son, thebell originally hung at the meetinghouse at
Middlesex Village, Lowell. 1n 1859, the Pawtucket congregation (then known asthe West Congregational Church of
Dracut) purchased the bell, in connection with the sale of the Middlesex Village meetinghouse and its removal to North
Chelmsford. [Varnum, 77] The bell wasinstalled in the present church upon itsconstruction in 1898-1899. Thebell is
inscribed Revere - Boston - 1822.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American sites are located on the church property, Stesmay exist. Six sSitesare recorded in the
genard area(within one mile). Environmenta characterigtics of the property represent locationa criteriathat are
favorablefor the presence of ancient stes. The church occupies awell-drained, level to moderatdy doping riverine
terrace located within 1,000 feet of the Merrimack River. Ingenerd, however, the potentia for recovering significant
Native American resources on the property islow. Construction of the 1794 medtinghouse, itstemporary location ona
comer of the property, and construction of the existing church (1898-99) on the small lot (lessthan one acre) would have
dedroyed any Native resourcesthat were present on the property. The presence of aretaining wall on the lot may dso
indicate excavation and/or grading of the lot during congtruction of the 1794 mestinghouse.

A high potentia exigts for locating historic archaeologica resources on the church property. Structura evidence may
aurvive from the 1794 medinghouse a itsorigina Ste and temporary location, both located on the nominated property.
The 1794 medtinghouse was moved to acomer of the lot S0 it could continue to be ussd during congtruction of the

(continued)
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existing church. Movement of the earlier mestinghouse indicates itsorigina location was within or neer the footprint of
the present church. Structura evidence may adso survive from gables, barns and outbuildings assodiated with the 174
mestinghouse and the existing church.  Archaeologica evidence of occupationd-related festures (trash pits, privies,
wells) may dso survive on the property. Stratigraphic evidence may exist from grading and/or excavetions on the
property indicated by the presence of aretaining wall built in 1850.

(end)

8 Satement of Sgnificance
Architect/Builder (continued)

Redding, Baird and Company
Cole, James Organ Company
Revere, Paul & Son

Narrative Statement of Significance

The Pawtucket Congregational Churdy 1 5 Mammoth Road, Lowell (1898-1899, MHC #790), is a wdl-preserved
Victorian eclectic church and an important presence a Pawtucket Fdls for over acentury. The red brick and granite
church isthe congregation's second house of worship on the site, connecting the history of Congregational worship in
Lowell with late 18*-century settlement inthe neighboring town of Dracut, of which this neighborhood was apart until
1874. The church is additionally significant for its opaescent-gyle sained glasswindows by Redding, Baird and
Company of Bogton; itstwo-manua organ by the James Cole Organ Company of Boston; and its bell by Revere & Son of
Boston, all original to the building and exceptionally well preserved. Retaining integrity of location, design, setting,
meaterias, workmanship, feeling, and association, the Pawtucket Congregationd Church meats CriteriaA and C, and
Criteria Condderation A, of the National Regiger of Historic Haces at the loca level. By virtue of its proximity to the
Pawtucket Fals onthe Merrimack River, the church yard, located a the eestern end of the church property, was included
within the boundary of the Lowell National Historic Park (NRDIS) listed in 1978. The baance of the church property,
including the church itsdlf, is located outside the boundary of the National Historic Park. See the mgp, included with this
nomination, which details the 1978 district boundary.

Lowell isamagjor urban industrial center located gpproximately 30 miles northwest of Boston. Bordered to the north by
Dracut, the eedt by Tewksbury, the south by Chelmsford, and the west by Tyngsborough, Lowell was known originally as
Eag Chedmsford and incorporated as atown in 1826. Lowell reached its land areathrough annexations from Tewksbury
(1834 and 1888), Dracut (1851, 1874, and 1879), and Chelmsford (1874). Inthe mid-17 century, the areanow known as
Lowell was characterized by Native American settlements and numerous family-owned farms. By the late 18* century,
amal manufacturing concerns, such as saw and grist mills, were established.

(continued)
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The confluence of the Merrimack and Concord Rivers and assodiated cand sydems at the heart of the city shgpe and
define Lowell's historic industrial, commercid, and institutional core. At Pawtucket Falls on the Merrimack River,
Stuated just abovethejuncture with the Concord River, the Merrimack drops more than thirty feet in less than one mile,
yielding the power source for future textile production in Lowell. [Story of an Industrial City, 16] Congruction of a
seriesof cands, particularly the Pawtucket (1796) and the Middlesex (1804), improved navigation of the Merrimack
River and spurred economic development, thereby facilitating rapid industrial and commercia growth inthe early 19*
century.

A major shift in L owell'seconomic base occurred with the establishment of cotton textile manufacturing companies by
merchant investors from Boston and Newburyport. This shift began in 1822 with the incorporation of the Merrimack
Manufacturing Company, the first of ten major companiesthat dominated Lowell manufacturing through the tum of the
20* century. The otherswere the Hamilton (1826), Appleton (1828), Lowell (1829), Middlesex (1831), Suffolk and
Tremont (1832), Lawrence (1833), Boott (1836), and Massachusetts (1840) corporations. The revolutionary character of
these mills was basad on Waltham precedent, in which the manufacture of cotton was carried out from dart to finish in
one mill. Company directors brought together, for the first time a Lowell, someof the period's mog advanced idess in
the aress of power generation, industrial and trangportation technology, production control, capitd formation, scientific
research, and socid organization. Rapid industrial expanson prompted a sharp increese in population, and injust under a
decade, Lowell grew from atown into acity (incorporated April 1, 1836). By 1846, these ten mills were turning out
dmog one million yards of cloth par week. By 1850, the mills employed more than 10,000 people. [Story of an
Industrial City, 33-39]

Lowell lost its dominant position intextile manufacturing in New England in the 1850s, with the emergence of coestd
cities like Fall River and New Bedford, Massachusetts as magjor textile centers. The new seam technology freed mills
from the nesd to locate neer rivers for water power. Steam power was introduced to Lowell's manufacturing process to
upplement water power, eventualy surpassing water power inthe city's mills by 1880. Lowell mills were idle during
the Civil War, due to questions about their profitability inlight of anticipated shortages of cotton. After the war the city
experienced ashift from a'Yankee to an immigrant work force inthe mills. Irish immigrants had begun taking the place
of Yankee women inthe city's labor force after ca 1845. Trained mill girlsand the corporation-run boardinghouse
sygem were replaced after the Civil War by unskilled immigrant labor and the neaed for family tenements. Successive
waves of immigrant groups arrived in Lowell, starting with the Irish, followed by French Canadiansin the 1860s and
1870s Greek, Polish, Italian, Swedish, Portuguese, Armenian, and Syrian immigrants arrived inthe 1890sand early 20*
century. [Story of an Industrial City, 56-66]

Pawtucket Congregationa Church is located in Pawtucketville, which was annexed to Lowell from Dracut in 1874. This
section of the city isbounded by Beaver Brook, the Merrimack River, and the present town lines of Tyngsborough and
Dracut. Richard Santerre's ressarch on the Pawtucketville Socid Club (Le Club Socia de Pawtucketville) hes uncovered
a grong French-Canadian association with the neighborhood, recording a Franco-American population increase from
twenty-five familiesin the 1890sto 5,000 resdents in 1959. Pawtucketville, dong with the Lowell neighborhood of
Centraville was one of the "strongest, most homogeneous Franco-American sections of Lowell, and was more closaly
assnciated with the neerby Romen Catholic churchesrather than congregationa  parishes such as the Pawtucket Church.

(continued)
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Some membes of the Pawtucket congregation likely hed ties to neighboring Dracut, given the church's proximity to and
long association with resdents in that town. The congregation's associaion with the present site began on January 7,
1796, when Col. James Varnum of Dracut conveyed the present church property, "lying on the eagterly sde of the County
road near Middlesex Merrimack River Bridge," to Parker Vamum, Esg., Jonathan Varnum, and Peter Cobum, Jr., al of
Dracut, members of the committee appointed by the proprietors of the West Mestinghouse. This megtinghouse location
a Pawtucket Falswas deemed central and accessble, convenient for those residing in the westerly portion of Dracut and
the eegterly portion of Chelmsford, which became Lowell in 1826. The "greet Mammoth Road" from Boston to Concord,
New Hampshire crossad the Merrimack River a this point, and was laid out through Dracut in March 1792. Thetoll
bridge itself, which later becameknown as the Pawtucket Bridge, opened to travel in November 1792. 1n 1807,
individuals usng the bridge to attend mestings a the West Medtinghouse were not charged the toll; al tolls were
abolished in 1861. The new meatinghouse Site was located inthe generd areaof Pawtucket Fals where the Rev. John
Eliot had preached to the Pawtucket tribe from 1647 onward. Inaddition, Dracut's first meetinghouse (built 1711-1718,
demalished) dso had bean located near Pawtucket Fals, on the present Varnum Avenue in Lowell. [Vamum, 14, 37-39;
Goodwin, 62]

The framing for the wood-frame meetinghouse on the Vamum lot a& Pawtucket Falls had been removed from itsoriginal
location (1794) on land purchased from Jonathan Taylor. Framing of amestinghouse on the Taylor lot was undertaken
by parties who had opposed construction of anew medtinghouse onthe "Centra Line," or the surveyed geographic center
of Dracut. Inthe late 18+ century, Dracut was long and narrow in configuration, requiring substantid travel for those
residing a the extreme ends. 1n addition, there was congderable controversy as to the proper center of thetown from the
gandpoint of population and settlement. The Taylor lot was situated one mile west of the Centrd Line. The
medtinghouse subsequently built on the Central Line (1794) remained there only until 1830, after which the society
assodiated with the building congtructed the Hillside meetinghouse (1835) under the name of the Evangdlica
Congregationad Church of Dracut, aUnitarian congregetion. [Varnum, 14-39; Thurlow, n.p.; Hurd, 296]

Following the establishment of its medtinghouse a Pawtucket Falls, the West Congregationd Society of Dracut was
incorporated June 22, 1797. Among the Society's preechersin its early yearswere sudentsof the Theologica Seminary
in Andover, which opened in September 1808. The Church and Society changed to Presbyterianiam in 1819, and until
1837 was known as the Presbyterian Church and Society in Dracut. Congregationaists and Presbyterians were dlike in
their doctrine and manner of worship, and differed only in their form of church government. The changewas ssnasa
matter of "pecuniary expediency,”" which allowed the Society to receive support from the Presbytery in Newburyport to
procure the sarvices of asatled minister. In 1820, Society membership increased due an influx of individuals from Eagt
Chdmsford (known as Lowell after 1826), which hed been st off from the rest of Chelmsford to be associated with the
church a Pawtucket Falls. The first pagtor of the Society, the Rev. Reuben Sears was ingdled January 31, 1821.
Sufficiently strengthened, the Society returned to the Congregationa denomination in 1837, but the name was not
restored until an act of Legidature in 1850 established the West Congregational Church and Society in Dracut. [Vamum,
49-51, 10Z] The namewas changed to the Pawtucket Congregational Church and Society after Lowell annexed
Pawtucketville from Dracut in 1874.

(continued)
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The formation and early growth of both the Pawtucket Church and the town of Dracut owed much to membersof the
Vamum family, and Vamum descendants remain part of the church congregation today. In 1636, Samud Varnum sailed
from England to America, settling first in Ipswich, Massachusetts, then in Chelmsford, which was incorporated as a town
in 1655. Varnum acquired land on the north sde of the Merrimack River about 1675, naming the place Dracut. [Varnum,
8] Heisbdieved to have been the first European settler in the town. Thetown of Dracut was incorporated in 1701. A
Varnum descendant. Col. James Vamum (1747-1832), was one of the principal supporters of the Pawtucket Church,
contributing liberaly for its establishment and the support of preaching. According to the church's published history
(1888), Varnum wes a large landowner in the vicinity, and hed "ample meansa his disposal, which he freely used for
religious purposes, dthough he made no public profession and bedonged to no church.” [Varnum, 138] Heis
memoridized with agained glasswindow on the Mammoth Road sde of the chapd. Like Col. James Varnum, Parker
Varnum (1747-1824) was known as an extensve farmer and large landowner. Parker Vamum's name led the 1797
petition to the Legidature to establish the West Congregational Society of Dracut, and he was instrumentd in furthering
the Sodiety initsearly years. He was dected one of the desconsin 1819. [Varnum, 135-136]

The Church established a Sunday school and a Sewing Circle in 1828. The Sewing Circle, which later became known as
the Femde Charitable Educationa Society and still later as the Ladies Sociable, advanced the interests of the Society,
including gathering fundsfor distribution to local charities or making repairs and improvements to the Society's
buildings. The Pawtucket Temperance Guild was organized a the church in 1828; the group donated one of the ained
glasswindowson the Pawtucket Fals dde of the present church sanctuary, located beneeth the larger window, He is
Risen. Other organizations esiablished in connection with the Pawtucket Church have included the Pawtucket Local
Circle of the Chautauqua Literary and Scientific Circle (1885), and the Y oung Peoples Society of Christian Endeavor
(1884). The latter group donated the large stained glasswindow on the Mammoth Road Sde of the present ladies parlor,
entitled INnMy Father'sHouse AreMany Mansions. The"CE" insggniathat gppear on this window signifies Christian
Endeavor. [Varnum, 54-73; Thurlow, n.p.]

Members of the society were active in anti-davery circlesinLowell. The earliest anti-davery meeting hed by the
Church occurred about 1834, under the direction of Deacon Jeremiah Vamum and others. Deacon Samud B. Smonds
was active in organizing anti-davery meetings in Lowell, among them the medtings held in the autumn of 1834, when
English philanthropist George Thompson spoke on the subject. The locally prominent African-American family of
Barzillai and Dinah Lew were among the musicians in an orchestra that accompanied the singing during public worship,
before the society purchased its first organ in May 1850. According to the society's 1888 history, singing hed dways
been accompanied by instrumental music of somekind. Musical instruments used in the society's orchestra included the
violin, bassvial, flute, clarinet, bugle, cornet, trombone, andflageol et,among others. The Lew family, which included
16 children of Barzillai and Dinah Lew, were widely known as skilled musicians. Barzillai Lew died in 1822, leaving his
farm near Vamum Avenue to his sons. One son, Zadock Lew (d. 1826), played abassoon and other wind instrumentsin
the society's orchedra. Adragtus Lew, possibly ancther son, played the clarionet. [Vamum, 67-68, 94-97; "Profiles in

Courage']

Two extant features of the Pawtucket Congregational Church property were improvements mede in the 1850s and
predate the present church building. Both improvements were associated with the 1794 medtinghouse that originally

(continued)
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occupied the site. In 1850, the Society built the present goneretaining wall dong a portion of the Mammoth Road street
frontage, with funds contributed by Daniel Varnum. [Varnum, 76] The church bell was acquired in 1859 from an old
medtinghouse a Middlesex Village, located on the other dde of the Merrimack River. The Society's earlier bell was
sold, degined for asmdler society inMaine. The bell from Middlesex Village was cadt in 1822 by Paul Revere& Son of
Boston, then operated by Joseph Revere, a son of the Revolution-era hero who had died in 1818, The event surrounding
the removd of the Revere bell from Middlesex Village to the Pawtucket church on December 2, 1859 coincided with the
hanging of abolitionist John Brown, who hed led the saizure of federal armory buildings a Harper's Ferry, Virginia six
weeks earlier and was subsequently convicted of treason. The bell tolled in memory of Brown as aprocesson mede its
way to Pawtucket Square, a the southern comer of the church property. [Vamum, 76-78; "Revere bdls and
bellfoundries']

In 1874, the Pawtucketville section of Dracut, which included the Pawtucket Congregationa Church property, was
annexed to Lowell. Pawtucketville grew rapidly in the lagt quarter of the 19* century, as residential development and city
ingtitutions expanded into the newly annexed section. This growth reflected L owell's population increase, from 59,485

in 1880 to 94,969 by 1900. Electrictrolley sarvice arrived in Pawtucketvillein 1890, fueling new resdential

congtruction. The Pawtucket school was built in 1884, the Lowell Textile school was opened in 1895, Lowell Generd
Hogspital was founded on Varnum Avenue, and the city opened anew grammar school on Textile Avenue in 1898.
["Pawtucketville Socid Club]

When Pawtucketville was annexed to Lowell, Pawtucket Church joined five other Congregationa churchesin the city.
Egablished Congregationd churches were the First Congregationa Church (established 1826); the Eliot Church
(established 1830, formerly known as the Second Congregationd Church and later as the Appleton Street Church); the
John Street Church (established 1839); the Kirk Street Church (established 1845, known until 1846 as the Fourth
Congregational Church); and the High Street Church (established 1846). A later Congregationa society, the Highland
Congregationd Church, was established in 1884. Pawtucket Congregationd Church was one of four Congregationd
churches in Lowell that completed new church buildingsin approximately the last quarter of the 19* century, and the
only one not designed inaGothic mode. Eliot Church built aHigh Victorian Gothic-style church in 1874. First
Congregational Church completed a Victorian Gothic church in 1885. The newly established Highland Congregational
Church built itsfirst church building, &so in the Victorian Gothic mode, in 1888. [Hurd, 130-136; Varnum, 144-174]

In 1888, the Pawtucket society began planning the congtruction of the present church building. Resident membership was
100 persons, including 56 families. Average atendance a the morning service was 140, with 114 families represented.
Someindividuas had to be turned away due to lack of seeting. Sunday school enrollment totaled 238, with 71 in the
infant dass. [Vamum, 86] Construction of the presant building was undertaken in 1898-1899. To allow sarvices to
continue while the new church was being built, the 1794 meetinghouse was moved to acomer of the lot. [Thurlow] The
older building was demoalished shortly after completion of the new church, though the stone retaining wall (1850) dong a
portion of the Mammoth Road frontage hes bean preserved.

The church building was substantially completed on the exterior by Febmary 11, 1899, when afire caused an etimated

$10,000 worth of damage. The contractor, Thomas H. Connell, hed lit afire on the floor of the goece intended as the
ladies parlor to hep dry out the newly applied plaster. Drafts through the building, attributed to wind and the intense

(continued)
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cold (-18 degrees), caused the fire to burn through the bricksinto the floor benegth, and the blaze quickly soread. A
newgpaper account of June 14, 1899 notesthat the church was nearly complete, pending the installation of the lagt of the
daned glasswindows. Interior goaces included the sanctuary, which seated five hundred, separated by dliding doors
from the chapd, which ssated an additional 200-250 persons  The design of the sanctuary is particularly distinctive. It
hes been suggested that the exposad ged trusses a the ceiling were intended to be boxed inwith wood, asthey are in the
adjacent chapd, but were |eft exposed following the fire in February 1899. The doped floor of the sanctuary alows clear
views of the chancd from all pews. At the western end of the church, on the other sde of the chapd, was the ladies
parlor, featuring avaulted ceiling, diding doors, and afireplace. Inaddition to room for utilities, the basament leve
incorporated goacesfor aladies kitchen, a serving room, abanquet hall seeting three hundred, and a Sunday School room,
[architectura plans, "Conservation Assessment,” 15-18]

Design of the Victorian eclectic church hes been attributed to Lowell architect Warren Floyd, who desgned the Railroad
Nationa Bank building, the J. C. Ayer officebuilding, and numerous private resdences inLowell. [MHC #790, 1980
form] Other areabuildings desgned by Floyd include the French Baptist Mission Church , West 6¢ Street, Centralville
(ca. 1898, MHC #778); KenwnnH Elementary Schnnl 970 Methnen Street Dracut (1900, MHC #29); and the Ekst
Primitive M ethodist Church, Gnrham Street, South T owell (ca. 1901, MHC #476). Architectural plans inthe possession
of the Pawtucket Congregationa Church, however, show the architect as J. Merrill Brown. Further reseerch is nesded to
determine the extent of Warren Floyd's involvement in the design of the present building. J. Merrill Brown was born in
1853 in Conway, Massachuseits, and studied a the Masssechusdtts Institute of Technology. He worked for the celeorated
Bogon-based firms of Henry Hobson Richardson and Pesbody & Stearns before starting his own practice in 1832.

Brown designed many housssin the grester Boston areg, including a number of Quean Anne-style housesin Cambridge
in the 1880s His other works included a Methodist church in Boston's Dorchester neighborhood (1889); the Free Public
Library™ Rnr.hester (1891 -1 892, demolished?); Tnwn Hal ' Main Street Swansea (1891, MHC #67); the First Parish
Church, 147 High Sirest, Medford (1894); busnessblocksin Fall River and New Bedford; and grammar schoolsin
Newton and Woburn. Brown resided in Arlington, Massachusdtts.  [BPL Boston Architecture Index; Clarke; MHC
MAORIS index]

Redding, Baird and Company of Franklin Street, Boston, designed and fabricated the church's opadescent-dyle stained
glasswindows. The windows were installed during the final Sagesof the church's congtruction, in the spring of 1899.
All the gained glasswas restored between 1993 and 2004. The opdescent sylewas invented in the late 19 century and
first patented in 1830 by American murdist and art critic John LaFarge. LaFarge's friend, Louis Comfort Tiffany, filed a
smilar patent in 1881. The technique of producing opaescent glass involved manipulating the glassitself to achieve the
dedred atistic effects, rather than smply painting on glass. Irregularly mede opaescent glass could suggest highlights
and shedows, mute bright light, and create complimentary tonesto adjacent colors. Opaescent glass could have multiple
colors mixed in the same sheat. Experiments in opaescent glass produced confetti glass, sreamer glass ridged glass,
drapery glass, and thick, faceted glass nuggets and chunks. [*American Opdescent Glass" SGAA] Staned glass & the
Pawtucket Congregational Church condggts of the three large sained glasswindows (The Good Shepherd and Heis
Risen in the sanctuary, and the | n My Father's House/Chvigtian Endeavor window in the ladies parlor), plustwenty-two
smdler windows. The high quality and detail of Redding, Baird's opdescent-style windows have long digtinguished the
Pawtucket Church. Walter S Redding and John C. Baird established the company in 1831. According to an 1886

(continued)
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account, their busnessin dained glasswas then the largest in the United States, employing over one hundred people.
Examples of the firm'swork included windows and doors for churches, halls, public and private buildings, and banksand
dwellings, executed "in both the modem and medievd styles™ [LetMiing Manufacturers and Merchants (1885), quoted in
Thurlow, n.p.] The firm'swindows could be found nationwide, though the principal businesswas concentrated in the
Mid-Atlantic and New England States. Other Redding, Baird windowsidentified in Massachusetts were ingtaled at First
Parish Unitarian Church, 110 Main Street, Haverhill (church 1847, M HC #1027); Hniisatnnir, Congregational Chnrch"
1089 Main Street, Great Barringtnn (1893, M HC #268); Fogg Library® 1 Cnhimhian Square, Weymnnth (1897, M HC #8);
the Calvinistic Congregational Church, Fitchburg (1897); First Congregational Church, 34 Walnnt Street, Clinton (1898,
MHC #68); First Parish Thiirrh Brookline(1907); andCharles | arneH Memorial 1ihrary Main Street OvforH (1903,

MHC #106). [ Thurlow; "Conservation Assessment,” 14; Faith United Parish website; MHC MAORISindex]

The two-manua organ, which isorigina to the church, was built by James Cole Company of Boston. A detailed

as=amant of the organ by the Andover Organ Company, conducted in 2005, provides historical information on the Cole

company, which is excerpted here:

"James Cole was born in England and trained in organ-building there. He cameto work for the Boston
firm of Hook & Hagings inthe 1880saong with fellow Englishmen Carlton Michel and the brothers
Jesse and JamesWoodberry. This quartet would have dose connections throughout their careers. In the
late 1880s they s off on their own, with Cole and Jesse Woodberry being the principalsin the firm
Cdle & Woodberry. By the middle of the 1890s, essentiadly coincidental with the Pawtucket
Congregationd organ, Jesse Woodberry |eft the firm and it became smply the JamesCole Company. An
interesting piece of evidence can be found in apacking dip on apand inthe bassend of the organ, which
bearsthe labe of the Cole & Woodberry firm. Obvioudy the change had been recent enough theat the
company was still using the old labels. Cole would continue in business until the early 20* century,
however his prominence declined after the tum of the century. The Pawtucket Congregationa organ can
be samn as being a the height of Col€'s caresr.

In terms of construction, the Pawtucket Congregationa organ may be seen asconservative for thetime.
While not uncommon to ssea purely mechanica insrument of this Sze in the 1890s this form wes
coming to an end quickly being supersaded by pneumatic or dectro-pneumatic designs. While Cole
himsalf wasamongg the leaders in this movement, this organ shows that for a medium-sized organ
mechanica action was still the preferred method of construction amongg the Boston firms. . ... Itis very
possble that [certain uncharacterigtic feastures ssen in the construction of the organ] are due to the
activity of aloca organ consultant in Lowell named John Goodwin, as they do not gopear on other Coles
of the time.

[T]he nameof F. |. Whitewas found on many of the metd pipes. White was an employee of the Reading
organ supply and pipe-making firm of Samud Pierce, who had dso garted out in the employ of the
Hooks. Fierce was extremey successful and supplied nearly al the parts needed to make an organ.

(continued)
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Primarily, though, he was a pipe-maker and itisin that regard that Cole would have ussd him. Thuswe
can sy that modt if not all of the metd pipe-work in the organ came from the Reading shop, wheress
Cole modt likely built the wooden pipes himsalf. Thiswas essentidly sandard practice amongd the
Bogon firms a the time and even firms such as Hook & Hadtings, which had their own pipe-shops often
ordered from Ferce as well.

All of these features make the James Cole organ in Pawtucket Congregational Church inLowell an
important goecimen. A wonderfully preserved example with the only change being the addition of en
eectric blower and the remova of the feeders for hand-pumping, this organ blends features both
common and exotic, giving us an excdlent view of the gate of organ-building in Bogton in the mid-
1890s" [Ross, Andover Organ Company, R-422]

According to a period newspaper account, the vote to purchasethe new organ, to be made especidly for the church,
occurred on June 7, 1899. At that time, the organ was expected to be installed within three months, [newspaper clipping
from TheLowell Sun, included in "Conservation Assessmenf |

Pawtucket Congregationd Church is part of the United Church of Christ. United Church of Christ isa Protestant
denomination formed in 1957 by the merger of the Generd Council of Congregational and Christian Churches with the
Evangdica and Reformed Church. Each of thesetwo groups was established inthe early 1930s  The Congregationd
and Chrigtian Churches, formed in 1931, encompassad Congregationa churches with roots in New England, founded by
the English Pilgrims and the Puritans, and the Christian Church with origins on the American frontier. The Evangdlical
and Reformed Church, formed in 1934, encompassed the Reformed Church in the United States, founded by 18*-century
German and Swiss immigrants settled in Pennsylvania and the mid-Atlantic region, and the Evangdica Synod of North
America, a 19*-century church formed by German sdtlers in the Mississippi Valey. [United Church of Christ website]

The Pawtucket church haes hogted mary community outreach programs in the last ten to fifteen years. The Family
Connection, a support group for parents of young children, hes operated since the early 1990s  Others include Alcoholics
Anonymous, Gamblers Anonymous, Divorce and Its Impact on Child Devdopment (a court-mandated counsdling
program), aY MCA before and after-school program, scout groups, the Church's Women's Association, a Thrift Shop,
and dassesfor new members and confirmation candidates.  1n autumn 2000, the Church began, under the direction of the
Pegtor, the Pawtucket Living Arts Center, afree seriesof dassesoffered to the public to explore spiritual, heding gifts
available through saf-expression. I1n 2002, aMemorial Garden was dedicated in memory of loved ones. [Pawtucket
Congregationa Church website]

Through its Windows of Faith Project in recent years, Pawtucket Congregationa Church has raised funds for restoration
and presarvation-rdated repairs. Sained glasswindows inthe ladies parlor, including the | n My Father's House/
Chrigtian Endeavor window, and the chapel, as well as the smdl stained glasswindows inthe sanctuary, were restored
from 1998 to 1999. The Massachusatts Historical Commisson (MHC) awarded the Church a Massachusetts Preservation
Projects Fund grant in 1999-2000 to hire dained glass conservation consultants to prepare a consarvation assessmant and
treetment recommendations for the two large windowsin the sanctuary. The Good Shepherd on the Mammoth Road
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elevation, and He isRisen on the church yard eevation, facing the Pawtucket Falls. Restoration of both windowswas
completed in 2004 by Lyn Hovey Studio of Boston. Recert (2005) work on the organ, undertaken by the Andover Organ
Company, entailed releathering the reservoir as well as cleaning and regulating the reed stops. Further restoration
projects include sanctuary painting, and completion of the date roof

The MHC hes hdd aPresarvation Restriction on the church building since 2000, and the Windows of Faith Project and
the Church recaeived a 2005 Massachusatts Historical Commission Preservation Award.

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologica resources described above may contribute important information related to the history of
Congregationa worship in Dracut and later Lowell, architecturd details of 18* century religious structures, and the local
population as it developed from dispersed family-owned farmsin the 17* century to urban neighborhoods in the 19*
century. Additional historical resserch combined with archaeologica survey and testing may help recongtruct the
interna configuration of buildings located on the church property from 1794 to the present. Documentary and field
research described above may help locate the precise location of dructures associated with the 1794 medtinghouse, its
temporary location and the existing church. The same research may d<o find that the 1794 dte lacks integrity having
been degtroyed by the existing church congtruction. Archaeological testing may aso supplement the documentary record
by recovering evidence of the 1794 church dimengions, construction and other architectura details. Investigations & the
temporary dte of the earlier meetinghouse may indicate the extent of construction required for short-term use of the
church. Detailed andydss of the contents of occupationd-reated features may contribute important socid, cultural, and
economic information related to the characteristics and changes that occurred as the church congregation changed from
family farmsto urban neighborhoods.

(end)
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Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours perresponse including the time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.NPS Form 10-900 OMB No, 1024-0018

(Rev. 10-90)
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10. Geographical Data

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated praperty is shown on the accompanying detail of the City of Lowell assessors map.
Boundary Justification

The boundary encompasses land continuoudy associated with the church dince its congtruction in 1898-1899. The 1978
Lowell Nationa Historic Park NRDIS boundary included a portion of the church property (see atached map) but did not

include the church building itself. Portions of church property within this earlier district have been excluded from the
resource count.

(end)
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Photographs

Historic Name
Locetion:

Photographer:
Dae

Pawtucket Congregational Church

15 Mammoth Road, Lowell, Massachusdtts
K. K. Broomer

SUImme 2005

Location of Negatives Pawtucket Congregational Church

Photo #
1

2

¢4}

©

8 B B B

View
View N showing Mammoth Roed eevation.

View NE showing ladies parlor (center |eft), chapd (center right), and projecting porch a& Mammoth
Road entrance.

Mammoth Road tower entrance, view E.

Church yard eevation facing Pawtucket Falls, view NW.

Church yard eevation facing Pawtucket Fals, view N showing tower entrance and porch entrance.

Rear levation of chapd with early 20*-century detached shed (right), view SW.

Rear dlevation of sanctuary, view SE.

Mammoth Road elevation, projecting porch and 1850 retaining wall, view NW.

Sanctuary, view NE toward organ and chancd with chair loft at left.

Exposed trusses in sanctuary and The Good Shepherd window on Mammoth Road eevation.

View Sin sanctuary (rear right comer) toward tower vestibule.

View W in sanctuary (reer |eft corner) toward Mammoth Road vedtibule; diding doorsto chapd at right.

View N in chapd, showing boxed trussesand diding doorsto ladies parlor (left) and current kitchen
aea(right).

View NE in chapd, showing boxed trussesand dained glasson rear wall.

(continued)



NPS Form 10-900-a , OMB No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places Pawtucket Congregational Church
Continuation Sheet Lowell (Middlesex Co.), MA

Section number photo Page 2

Photo # View

15 View Einchapd, showing diding doorsto sanctuary.

16 Ladiesparlor, view W.

17 Sanctuary, Mammoth Road eevation. The Good Shepherd window.

18 Sanctuary, church yard (Pawtucket Falls devation). He I s Risen window.
19 Ladies parlor, Mammoth Road elevation. Christian Endeavor window.

20 Sanctuary, rear éevation, James Cole organ.

Additional color photocopied images

Stained glasswindow: "Heis Risen”
Stained glasswindow: "Christian Endeavor"
Stained glasswindow: "The Good Shepherd'

(Taken from JP. Connolly Appraisal Co., Insurance Report, 2004. Origina photo teken by Rev. Dr. Judith Thurlow)

(end)
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UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT GF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER CF HI STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: NOM NATI ON

PRCPERTY Pawt ucket Congregational Church
NAME:

MJULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GONTY: NASSACHUSETTS, M ddl esex

DATE RECEl VED. 2/ 08/ 07 DATE G- PENDI NG LI ST: 2/ 26/ 07
DATE G- 16TH DAY: 3/ 13/ 07 DATE G- 45TH DAY: 3/ 24/ 07

DATE GF WEEKLY LI ST:
REFERENCE NUMBER 07000167

REASONS FOR REVI EW

APPEAL N DATA PROBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS
N PDIL: N PER CD N  PROGRAV UNAPPROVED
REQESTNSAI\/PLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:
GOMMENT WAl VER N .
ACCEPT RETURN REJECT
ABSTRACT/ SUMVARY COMMENTS
mtstm
RECOM / CR TER A_
REVI EVER DI SCI PLI NE_
TELEPHONE DATE

DOOUMENTATI ON see attached coments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

If a nom nation isreturnedt othe nomnating authority, t he
nom nation i s nolonger under considerationby the NPS.
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The Commonwealth of M assachusatts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

February 7, 2007 n

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Regiger of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

Nationa Park Service

1201 Eye Strest, NW 8* floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Endosed plesse find the following nomination form:
Pawtucket Congregationd Church, Lowell (Middlesex), MA

The nomination hes been voted dligible by the State Review Board and has been signed by the
State Historic Preservation Officer. The owners of the property in the Certified Local
Government community of Lowell were notified of pending State Review Board consideration 60
to 90 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity to comment.

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

CC: Pawtucket Congregational Church
Kathleen Broomer, consultant
Steve Stowell, Lowell CL G coordinator
William F. Martin, Jr., Mayor, City of Lowell
Debra Grossman, Lowell Historic Board
Thomas Linehan, Lowell Planning Board

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128
Www.sec.gate mausmhc



