
NPS Form 10-900 
(Oct. 1990) 

United States Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Registration Form 

RECEIVED 

DEC 0 91993 
NATIONAL 

OMB No. 10024-0018 

This form is for use in nominating or requesting determinations for individual properties dRC6SiffiSEI3ee instructions in How to Complete ttie 
National Register of Historic Places Registration Form (National Register Bulletin 16A). Complete each item by marking ','x" in the appropriate box or 
by entering the information requested. If an item does not apply to the property being documented, enter "N/A" for "not applicable." For functions, 
architectural classification, materials, and areas of significance, enter only categories and subcategories from the instruptions. Place additional 
entries and narrative items on continuation sheets (NPS Form 10-900a). Use a typewriter, word processor, or computer,'to complete all items. 

1. Name of Property 

liistoric name Westborough Insane H o s p i t a l 

otiier names/site number Westborough State H o s p i t a l ( p r e f e r r e d ) 

2. Location 

street & number Lyman S t r e e t . P. 0. Box 288 

city or town Westborough. Northborough 

.N^not for publication 

N/t3 vicinity 

state M a s s a c h u s e t t s code MA county Worcester code 027 zip nndfi01581. 01532 

3. State/Federal Agency Certification 

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, I hereby certify that this E nomination 
n request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of 
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property 

meets D does not meet the National Register criteria. I recommend that this property be considered significstnt 
G nationally lEl statewide IKI locally. ( G See continuation sheet for additional comments.) 

ive Director  
c Preservation Officer 

State of Federal agency and bureau 

In my opinion, the property G meets G does not meet the National Register criteria. ( G See continuation sheet for additional 
comments.) 

Signature of certifying official/Title Date 

State or Federal agency and bureau 

4. National Park Service Certification 
I hereby certify that the property is: 

" 0 entered in the National Register. 
G See continuation sheet. 

G determined eligible for the 
National Register 

G See continuation sheet. 

G determined not eligible for the 
National Register. 

G removed from the National 
Register. 

G other, (explain:) 

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action 



Mpsl-horniiph Sfa tp H o s p i t a l 
Name of Property 

Worcester County, MA 
County and State 

5. Classification 
Ownership of Property 
(Check as many boxes as apply) 

G private 
Q public-local 
S public-State 
Q public-Federal 

Category of Property 
(Check only one box) 

Q building(s) 
Kl district 
G site 
Q structure 
Q object 

Number of Resources within Property 
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.) 

Contributing 

42 

Noncontributing 

20 

28 

buildings 

sites 

. structures 

objects 

Total 

Name of related multiple property listing 

(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) 

Massachusetts State Hosp i t a l s & State Schools 

Number of contributing resources previously listed 
in the National Register 

0 

6. Function or Use 
Historic Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

HEALTH CARE: hospital, mental hospital  

AGRICULTURE: storage, f i e l d , animal 

f a c i l i t y , outbuilding 

LANDSCAPE 

Current Functions 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

HEALTH CARE: hospital, mental hospital 

7. Description 
Architectural Classification 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

Mid 19 th : Greek & Renaissance Revivals 

Materials 
(Enter categories from instructions) 

Late 19th & 20th Revivals: Colonial Revival walls brick 

Late 19th & 20th American: Craftsman wood - shingle, clapboard 

Other: U t i l i t a r i a n 

t 

roof stone - slate; asphalt 
Other: U t i l i t a r i a n 

t % 7' other 

••<•••(, •^^• Narrative Description 
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.) 

••>:'• >-• A' '^if'-^fV *. \ -
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DESCRIPTION 

Location/Surroundincrs: The 550-acre Westborough State H o s p i t a l campus 
i s l o c a t e d on the eastern edge of the Central Massachusetts uplands. 
The o r i g i n a l 200-acre p a r c e l , i n the v i c i n i t y of Westborough's 
seventeenth-century settlement area, encompassed the farmstead of •/ 
Lovett Peters, as w e l l as lands owned by the Rice f a m i l y . The campus 
expanded from about 275 acres i n 1884 to i t s present s i z e by the 
1910s, probably t o accommodate three s a t e l l i t e colonies and a d d i t i o n a l • •• -
a g r i c u l t u r a l land. The only loss t o the campus since t h a t time i s the 
s i t e of the former Warren Colony on the southern shore of Lake : -,. 
Chauncy. .•\ • • ̂  ' 

The campus includes a mix of uplands, swamps, a g r i c u l t u r a l f i e l d s , and 
woodlands, w i t h most b u i l d i n g s concentrated on a s i n g l e h i l l t o p . 
Lyman S t r e e t provides access from the Worcester Turnpike/State Route 9 
to the south, and t o a r a i l r o a d l i n e l o c a ted a short distance t o the 
n o r t h . The immediate surroundings of the campus are l a r g e l y 
undeveloped w i t h the exception of a r e s i d e n t i a l neighborhood south of 
the Hadley B u i l d i n g (#23) on Lyman St r e e t . Otherwise i t i s bordered 
by Lake Chauncy (S) , Crane Swamp, L i t t l e Crane Swamp, and Cedar H i l l , 
(E), L i t t l e Chauncy Pond (NW), and a Fish and W i l d l i f e Area (W). I n 
c o n t r a s t , the Route 9 c o r r i d o r i s l i n e d w i t h commercial 
establishments, and the nearby interchange w i t h 1-495 i s developed «• 
w i t h several l a r g e o f f i c e complexes. 

S i t e and Landscape: The main b u i l d i n g group occupies a scenic h i l l t o p 
s i t e o v e r l o o k i n g Lake Chauncy to the southwest and L i t t l e Chauncy Pond 
to the northwest. The curve of Lyman Street provides the south, east, 
and northeast boundaries f o r t h i s b u i l d i n g group. The winding, t 
maple-lined main d r i v e enters the campus from Lyman Street on the 
southeast, where the entrance i s marked by f i e l d s t o n e posts (#74). I t 
i n i t i a l l y passes through open f i e l d s , w i t h small-scale s t a f f cottages 
appearing as i t approaches the main b u i l d i n g group. That group i s 
dominated by the Main/Administration (#9-12) b u i l d i n g , which faces 
Lake Chauncy over a broad lawn (#75) from the c r e s t of the h i l l . 
E a r l y p a t i e n t wards were c a r e f u l l y s i t e d around the main b u i l d i n g t o 
take advantage of the lake view t o the southwest and a g r i c u l t u r a l 
f i e l d s t o the n o r t h and west. They face over broad s l o p i n g lawns 
(#76-78) t h a t are important landscape components. H i s t o r i c ,-. 
photographs and engravings show these areas developed w i t h shade 
t r e e s , f o otpaths, and ornamental flower gardens. 

The main lawn (#75) i n f r o n t of the Main B u i l d i n g (#9-12) has been 
somewhat d i s f i g u r e d by paved parking areas, but r e t a i n s much of i t s 
o r i g i n a l p a s t o r a l f e e l i n g . The oval area, or upper lawn, formed by ., > 
the approaching d r i v e i s t e r r a c e d and pl a n t e d w i t h maples and a 
boxwood hedge. A path w i t h g r a n i t e steps leads through the center of 
t h i s oval t o the main e n t r y . The few b u i l d i n g s p r e s e n t l y s i t e d i n the 

(continued) 
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lower lawn area are small-scale t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y s t a f f cottages 
(#16, 18, 19), n e s t l e d i n groves of maples and cedars t h a t enhance the 
r u r a l and p a s t o r a l q u a l i t i e s of the campus. The l a r g e r - s c a l e Paine 
H a l l (#15; 193 6) i s set w e l l t o the west, where i t i s surrounded by 
pines and larches. A group of exceptional t u r n - o f - t h e - c e n t u r y p a t i e n t 
wards (#33, 35, 41) and an auditorium (#34; 1932), l o c a t e d on the east 
side of the main d r i v e , are s i t e d to form three other pleasant 
landscaped areas (#76-78) d o t t e d w i t h elms, maples, and cedars. More 
recent wards from the 1950s and 1960s (#42, 43, 44) are u n o b t r u s i v e l y 
s i t e d on the northeast side of the older b u i l d i n g s , where they have 
views eastward over f i e l d s , woods, and h i l l s . The Hadley B u i l d i n g 
(#23; 1950) i s i s o l a t e d south of Lyman Street on a f i f t e e n - a c r e p a r c e l 
once used as t i l l a g e . 

Support b u i l d i n g s are g e n e r a l l y s i t e d along the c o r r i d o r of Lyman ''-'-A. 
S t r e e t , w i t h a few small-scale s t r u c t u r e s near Lake Chauncy where the 
o r i g i n a l a g r i c u l t u r a l group was located. U t i l i t y and maintenance 
b u i l d i n g s are s i t e d on the edge of the wetlands t o the east, w h i l e the 
present a g r i c u l t u r a l group i s l o c a t e d t o the n o r t h amidst extensive 
pastureland (#79) t h a t slopes down to the shore of L i t t l e Chauncy Pond 
(W) and-up t o a h i l l t o p w i t h watertowers (E; #s 51, 52; ca. 1950), 
once the s i t e of the Durfee Colony (#80). 

The area west of the main b u i l d i n g group, between Lake Chauncy and 
L i t t l e Chauncy Pond, remains as open pasture (#79), and the s i t e of 
the h o s p i t a l ' s sewage f a c i l i t i e s (#s 60-63). The pasture and 
woodlands are accessed by a system of unpaved roads t h a t apparently 
dates t o the n i n e t e e n t h century. The most important of these i s the 
road t h a t r i n g s Lake Chauncy, p r o v i d i n g access to the f i e l d s and the 
former Richmond Colony (#81) t h a t stood on the southwestern shore. 
Although most a g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s ceased i n the e a r l y 1970s, open 
f i e l d s are maintained as rough t u r f or are p l a n t e d f o r hay or corn. 
Thus, the present landscape conveys a strong sense of i t s o r i g i n a l 
purpose and i s almost i d e n t i c a l to t h a t depicted on a 1913-1921 map 
showing b u i l d i n g l o c a t i o n s and land uses. The major d i f f e r e n c e s are a 
few areas of pasture near the watertowers (#51, 52) and areas along 
the n o r t h and southern shores of L i t t l e Chauncy Pond t h a t have 
r e v e r t e d t o woodland. The s t a t e Department of Food and A g r i c u l t u r e 
has c l a s s i f i e d much of t h i s land as prime a g r i c u l t u r a l land. 

B u i l d i n g s : The main b u i l d i n g group i s dominated by a l a r g e h o s p i t a l 
s t r u c t u r e t h a t , t y p i c a l l y , occupies the c r e s t of the h i l l and i s 
formed of interconnected and c l e a r l y a r t i c u l a t e d p a r t s (#9-12). I t 
dates p r i m a r i l y from the l a t e nineteenth century but also incorporates 
p o r t i o n s of the 1848 Lyman School (#10) which i t succeeded on the 
s i t e . I t i s constructed of red b r i c k w i t h g r a n i t e t r i m and i s p a i n t e d 
yellow. Scattered around the Main H o s p i t a l B u i l d i n g are numerous 
small- t o medium-scale wood-frame and red b r i c k s t r u c t u r e s t h a t 
o r i g i n a l l y housed p a t i e n t s , s t a f f , and a g r i c u l t u r a l f u n c t i o n s . One of 

(continued) 
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the r e d b r i c k p a t i e n t d o r m i t o r i e s , Talbot House (#33; 1897), i s an 
exce p t i o n a l example of the Co l o n i a l Revival s t y l e designed by Rand, ' 
Taylor, Kendall & Stevens. The charming, wood-frame Osgood Cottage 
(#16; 1890) was designed by Stephen Earle i n the Queen Anne s t y l e . 
Most of the b u i l d i n g s i n t h i s area are contemporary w i t h the 1886 main 
b u i l d i n g , and d i s p l a y elements of the popular Queen Anne, Craftsman, 
and C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e s . They range i n height from 2 1/2 t o four 
s t o r i e s . The support b u i l d i n g s include the former power p l a n t , now 
the Farm O f f i c e (#45; ca. 1930), an unusual cast-stone b u i l d i n g , 
designed i n a severe modern C l a s s i c a l s t y l e by S i l l & Warrington. The • 
small a g r i c u l t u r a l group (#1-2) i s unused, but remains i n unusually " 
good c o n d i t i o n . 

I n t e g r i t y : Westborough State H o s p i t a l has l o s t numerous b u i l d i n g s over 
the years, mainly o u t l y i n g farm groups and chronic care colonies (#80, 
81) described i n the h i s t o r i c a l s i g n i f i c a n c e s e c t i o n . I n a d d i t i o n , 
some new c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the form of medical b u i l d i n g s took place i n 
the 1950s and 1960s. They are g e n e r a l l y s i t e d along Lyman S t r e e t , 
where they have minimal impact on the older b u i l d i n g s and t h e i r 
p a s t o r a l s e t t i n g . Landscaped areas around b u i l d i n g s have been .•• 
m i n i m a l l y a f f e c t e d by the a d d i t i o n of paved park i n g l o t s and some 
secondary t r e e growth. A g r i c u l t u r a l areas remain remarkably i n t a c t , 
c l e a r l y r e f l e c t i n g the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century f i e l d p a t t e r n . As a 
whole, the campus b u i l d i n g s and landscape r e t a i n s u b s t a n t i a l i n t e g r i t y 
from the p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e , 1845 t o 1940. 

Representative Buildings are described below: 

Pre-existing Buildings: 

#24: A s s i s t a n t Superintendent's House (ca. 1820) 
This i s the only b u i l d i n g on campus t h a t predates establishment of the 
Lyman School i n 1848. I t i s a t r a d i t i o n a l five-by-one-bay, center-
e n t r y house s i t e d near the main Lyman Street entrance, where i t faces 
west onto H o s p i t a l Road. Clapboard c l a d , i t r i s e s two s t o r i e s from a 
cut g r a n i t e foundation to an asphalt gable roof w i t h one rear w a l l 
chimney remaining a t the south end. I t i s extended by a lean-to rear 
e l l (E) and a one-story sunporch (S). The center e n t r y i s headed by a 
l i n t e l s h e l f , and former s i d e l i g h t s are covered by clapboard. Windows 
co n t a i n 6/1 sash. 

1848-1910 

Most of the c o n t r i b u t i n g b u i l d i n g s at Westborough State H o s p i t a l were 
constructed d u r i n g t h i s p e r i o d between the founding of the Lyman 
School (see form) i n 1848 and the e a r l y years of i t s conversion to a , .'. 
State H o s p i t a l i n 1884. Z 

(continued) 
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#9-12: H o s p i t a l Wards/Administration (1848-1886; f i g u r e s 1, 2, 3) 
The Main Hospital Building faces south over a broad sloping lawn, part y.':. 
of which has been devoted t o parking, toward Lake Chauncy. The lawn 
(#75) and the viewshed i t provides are important elements of the 
campus landscape. H i s t o r i c views and photographs show t h a t i t was . ' 
o r i g i n a l l y p l a n t e d w i t h shrubbery and ornamental flowerbeds. Although 
the b u i l d i n g i s a large c e n t r a l i z e d s t r u c t u r e t h a t o r i g i n a l l y 
contained the v a r i e d f u n c t i o n s of p a t i e n t wards, k i t c h e n and d i n i n g 
areas, and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e o f f i c e s and l i v i n g space, i t i s not b u i l t on 
the usual K i r k b r i d e p l a n since i t had to incorporate the o l d b u i l d i n g s 
of the Lyman School f o r Boys ( f i g . 1, sec. C). Designed i n 1848 by 
E l i a s Carter and James Savage (#10) and expanded i n 1876 by C u t t i n g 
and Holman of Worcester (#12), the massive Lyman School b u i l d i n g had 
been declared u n f i t f o r reform school purposes due t o i t s s i z e , 
l e a d i n g t o i t s reuse as a s t a t e h o s p i t a l . A r c h i t e c t George Clough of 
Boston was engaged by the new Trustees l a t e i n 1884 t o remodel the 
b u i l d i n g . His work included d e m o l i t i o n of the center of the Lyman 
School b u i l d i n g and c o n s t r u c t i o n of a gambrel-roof s e c t i o n t o house a 
congregate d i n i n g room w i t h a chapel above (#11). I t i s l i k e l y t h a t 
Clough also added the extensive rear wing housing female i n f i r m a r y 
wards t o the west (#9) and male i n f i r m a r y wards t o the east (#9). As 
i t e x i s t s today, the main h o s p i t a l b u i l d i n g appears f a r less cohesive 
than others of the p e r i o d , due t o i t s v a r i e d c o n s t r u c t i o n dates and 
frequent nineteenth-century remodelings. Nevertheless, i t i s u n i f i e d 
by a c o n s i s t e n t two- t o t h r e e - s t o r y height and use of b r i c k w i t h 
g r a n i t e t r i m as c o n s t r u c t i o n m a t e r i a l s . I t i s p a r t i c u l a r l y 
s i g n i f i c a n t because i t includes the o r i g i n a l 1848 Lyman School 
s t r u c t u r e (#10) a t the west end. C u t t i n g & Holman's east end (#12) 
was s p e c i f i c a l l y designed w i t h p a i r e d towers t o balance the scale and 
form of t h i s o r i g i n a l b u i l d i n g . 

The proposed Lyman School b u i l d i n g was described thus: 
The b u i l d i n g should have a c e n t r a l e d i f i c e of three s t o r i e s 
i n c l u d i n g a h i g h basement, mostly out of the ground, and two 
p a r a l l e l wings, running back, w i t h or wi t h o u t a colonnade f r o n t . 
The s t o r i e s should be of medium height, i n t h i s c l i m a t e ; the lower . 
and upper not less than 10', the middle 12', w i t h a high and 
capacious a t t i c t o serve the purpose of v e n t i l a t i o n . I n the 
basement of the center b u i l d i n g may be loc a t e d the o f f i c e of the 
managers, the k i t c h e n , laundry, storerooms and rooms f o r the 
furnaces, and d i n i n g rooms f o r the inmates. I n the second s t o r y , 
the schoolrooms, d i n i n g rooms f o r the manager and h i s f a m i l y , 
c h a p l a i n and teachers, chapel, apartments f o r the o f f i c e r s . I n 
the upper s t o r y may be the s i n g l e and associated d o r m i t o r i e s , 
c l o t h i n g rooms and storerooms f o r a r t i c l e s made. The wings may be 
two s t o r i e s high, w i t h capacious a t t i c s . I n them may be lodging 
rooms, storerooms and workshops The Commissioners w i l l 
doubtless b u i l d of stone or b r i c k . The former i s p r e f e r a b l e . . . . 

(continued) • ' kf 
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(Second Annual Report of the Massachusetts State Reform School; 
1849). 

As shown i n a f r o n t i s p i e c e engraving i n the F i r s t Annual Report of the 
Massachusetts State Reform School ( f i g . 1) , the school b u i l d i n g d i d 
i n c l u d e a t h r e e - s t o r y c e n t r a l s e c t i o n w i t h a colonnaded porch f l a n k e d 
by f o u r - s t o r y towers and two-story wings extending t o the r e a r . Plans 
of the b u i l d i n g ( f i g . 2) reveal t h a t many of Woodward's ideas on 
i n t e r n a l arrangement were heeded as w e l l . This b u i l d i n g , which s t i l l 
e x i s t s as the western end of the Westborough State H o s p i t a l , has 
s u r v i v e d n e a r l y i n t a c t , l o s i n g only the upper stage of i t s towers and 
the rear p o r t i o n of the l a t e r a l wings. The severely handsome b r i c k 
w i t h g r a n i t e t r i m b u i l d i n g e x h i b i t s the r i c h vocabulary of the 
I t a l i a n a t e s t y l e i n the p r o j e c t i n g hoods of i t s arched t h i r d - s t o r y 
windows and i n i t s h e a v i l y bracketed and d e n t i l a t e d cornices, l a i d 
over more severe Greek Revival features such as the trabeated g r a n i t e 
center e n t r y . Erected at a cost of $52,000, and dedicated on December 
4, 1847, the b u i l d i n g was completed only w i t h another $10,000 g i f t • 
from Lyman. 

#8: H o s p i t a l Wards I and J (1906) 
This ward faces east toward H and G Wards and the main h o s p i t a l 
b u i l d i n g . I t i s t y p i c a l of many e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century s t a t e 
h o s p i t a l wards, f e a t u r i n g b r i c k c o n s t r u c t i o n , a symmetrical design, 
and an overhanging h i p roof w i t h exposed r a f t e r ends and numerous 
chimneys and v e n t i l a t o r s . I t i s a l a r g e , two- s t o r y , 23-by-12-bay 
re c t a n g u l a r p l a n s t r u c t u r e whose east facade i s framed by p r o j e c t i n g 
three-bay end p a v i l i o n s . Simple e n t r i e s w i t h copper h i p - r o o f porches 
are i n s e r t e d a t the i n t e r s e c t i o n s of main block and end p a v i l i o n s . 
Segmental-arch windows w i t h g r a n i t e s i l l s c o n t a i n 6/6 sash. 

#13: C a f e t e r i a / K i t c h e n (1891/1936; f i g u r e s 1 and 3) ' 
This l a r g e , r e d - b r i c k b u i l d i n g i s centered at the rear of the main 
h o s p i t a l complex where i t i s connected to F Ward (#9) by enclosed 
b r i c k passageways. I t cons i s t s of three p a r t s , i n c l u d i n g a C o l o n i a l 
R e v i v a l - s t y l e f r o n t s e c t i o n , a Queen Anne-style mid s e c t i o n , and a 
u t i l i t a r i a n r ear e l l . The mid s e c t i o n i s the rear e l l of an 1891 
L-plan powerhouse/laundry/bakery t h a t incorporated an even e a r l i e r 
powerhouse. I t r i s e s 2 and 1/2 s t o r i e s from a g r a n i t e foundation t o a 
s l a t e h i p roof w i t h c o r b e l l e d cornice and steep gabled dormers. 
Segmental-arched windows w i t h g r a n i t e s i l l s c o n t a i n 12/12 sash and 
d i s p l a y transoms at the f i r s t s t o r y . I n 193 6, the f r o n t of the 
b u i l d i n g was replaced w i t h the present C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e 
s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s 2 1/2 s t o r i e s from a cast-stone foundation and 
molded b r i c k w a t e r t a b l e to a s l a t e gable r o o f . This s e c t i o n i s 
trimmed w i t h quoins, a c o r b e l l e d cornice, b r i c k beltcourses, and 
l u n e t t e s i n the gable f i e l d s . Windows w i t h cast-stone s i l l s and b r i c k 
l i n t e l s c o n t a i n 12/12 sash. The one-story u t i l i t y wing w i t h parapet 
ro o f and loading bays was probably added at the same time. 

(continued) -a-. 
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#33: Talbot House (1897; f i g u r e s 3, 4) ' - . .. 
The e x c e p t i o n a l l y w e l l - d e t a i l e d C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e Talbot House ' . 
was designed i n 1897-1898 by the Boston f i r m of Rand, Taylor, Kendall  
and Stevens as the "new h o s p i t a l b u i l d i n g f o r the acute insane." An  
a r c h i t e c t ' s rendering appeared i n the Fourteenth Annual Report of 1898 
( f i g . 4 ) . I t occupies a prominent elevated s i t e d i r e c t l y east of the 
Main B u i l d i n g , where i t faces south over a broad lawn toward the main 
entrance. This lawn i s an important landscape f e a t u r e (#77), w i t h a 
noteworthy viewshed. Constructed of red b r i c k w i t h wood and limestone 
t r i m , i t r i s e s two s t o r i e s t o an asphalt h i p roof w i t h l a r g e i n t e r i o r 
chimneys and dormers t h a t i s extended over a d e n t i l a t e d m o d i l l i o n 
cornice. I t s 21-bay facade (south) i s organized w i t h a three-bay 
c e n t r a l e n t r y p a v i l i o n and semihexagonal end p a v i l i o n s . A one-story 
porch w i t h p a i r e d Tuscan columns extends across the center p a v i l i o n 
where i t p r o t e c t s an e n t r y w i t h glazed door, transom, and s i d e l i g h t s . 
F e n e s t r a t i o n includes conventional windows w i t h splayed b r i c k l i n t e l s 
at the f i r s t s t o r y and round-arched windows at the second; a l l have 
limestone s i l l s and keystones and contain 8/8 sash. Talbot i s the 
f r o n t i s p i e c e f o r a cohesive r e d - b r i c k . C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e q u a r t e t 
t h a t includes the n e a r l y i d e n t i c a l Codman B u i l d i n g of 1903 (#35), and 
the Childs B u i l d i n g of 1908 (#41), as w e l l as the Auditorium of 1933 
(#34). Talbot has been vacant for some years, and is in fair 
condition. -mm»^y:-•m'y.:-

#35, 41: Codman, Childs (1903, 1908) , J 4 * . 
Both Codman and Childs are imposing, r e d - b r i c k . C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e 
s t r u c t u r e s t h a t r i s e two s t o r i e s from high basements t o s l a t e h i p 
ro o f s w i t h m o d i l l i o n cornices and i n t e r i o r chimneys. Codman adds a 
c e n t r a l cupola and b r i c k quoins. Their ten-bay west facades are 
centered on p r o j e c t i n g six-bay p a v i l i o n s , w h i l e e n t r i e s w i t h Tuscan 
porches are centered on the three-bay n o r t h e l e v a t i o n s . Windows have 
limestone s i l l s and co n t a i n 12/12 sash at the f i r s t s t o r y and 8/8 at 
the second. At Codman, the windows are headed by splayed b r i c k 
l i n t e l s w i t h d i s t i n c t i v e keystones and endpieces, w h i l e a t Childs the 
e n t i r e l i n t e l i s limestone. Both are extended southward by three-bay ./. 
wings t h a t appear t o date t o ca. 1930. The lawns i n f r o n t of both are ^ 
pleasant grassy areas t h a t are important landscape elements (#76, 78). 

#28: Firehouse (1890) ' ' ' 
Located on the east side of H o s p i t a l Drive, j u s t south of Homes 1, 2, 
3, and 4, the Firehouse i s a small, r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e r i s i n g one 
s t o r y from a f i e l d s t o n e foundation t o an asphalt h i p roof w i t h exposed 
r a f t e r ends. A double-leaf pedestrian e n t r y i s lo c a t e d at the west 
end of the n o r t h facade. A double-leaf v e h i c u l a r e n t r y i s centered on 
the east gable end. Windows, some of which are set i n segmental 
arches, c o n t a i n 6/6 sash. Firehouses are r a r e on the s t a t e h o s p i t a l 
campuses. • *• 

(continued) 
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#29, 30, 31, 32: Homes 1, 2, 3, 4 (1904 +; figures 3, 4) ''^ 
Located on the west side of Hospital Road on the approach to the Main 
Building, Homes 1, 2, and 3 are nearly identical buildings that were •' 
illustrated with a photograph in the Annual Report of 1904. They were 
constructed as Nurses' Residences and are similar to contemporary '•'.•:•'^. 
domestic s t r u c t u r e s t h a t d i s p l a y elements of Co l o n i a l Revival and 
Craftsman s t y l e design. They are of wood-frame c o n s t r u c t i o n and r i s e 
two s t o r i e s from f i e l d s t o n e foundations t o overhanging asphalt h i p 
roo f s w i t h center chimneys and h i p roof dormers. Center e n t r i e s w i t h 
s i d e l i g h t s l o c a t e d on the west facades are p r o t e c t e d by one-story 
porches. Windows w i t h p l a i n surrounds c o n t a i n 2/2 sash. Home #4 
(#32), which i s d i r e c t l y behind the other three, i s i d e n t i c a l although 
i t was constructed s l i g h t l y l a t e r . S l i g h t d i f f e r e n c e s i n these 
b u i l d i n g s i n c l u d e a porch w i t h p a i r e d p i e r s a t #29, new v i n y l s i d i n g , 
8/8 sash and a r e b u i l t porch w i t h handicapped access ramp a t #3 0, 
exposed r a f t e r s and a verandah w i t h p a i r e d Tuscan columns a t #31, and 
combination clapboard ( f i r s t s t o r y ) and shingle (second s t o r y ) s i d i n g 
a t #32. . . • 

#3, 5, 6, 7: Engineer's Home, Night Home, Day Home, Steward's Home  
(1906, 1910; f i g . 3) 
B u i l t as Male Attendants' Homes, these four r e s i d e n t i a l s t r u c t u r e s are 
s i m i l a r i n scale, m a t e r i a l s , and f u n c t i o n t o the Nurses' Homes j u s t 
described. They face east onto H o s p i t a l Drive t o the rear of the Main 
B u i l d i n g . The Co l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e Day and Night Homes are 
i d e n t i c a l , two-story, wood-frame s t r u c t u r e s of square p l a n t h a t have 
r e c e n t l y been r e h a b i l i t a t e d w i t h new s i d i n g , sash, and porches. They 
are enclosed by h i p ro o f s and r i s e from f i e l d s t o n e and c u t - g r a n i t e 
foundations r e s p e c t i v e l y . E n t r i e s , which are centered on the th r e e -
bay east facades, are f r o n t e d by Tuscan porches. Windows c o n t a i n new 
1/1 sash. The Craftsman-style Engineer's Home, a l a r g e r , two-story 
double house w i t h p r o j e c t i n g end p a v i l i o n s , i s enclosed by a s l a t e h i p 
roo f w i t h dormers. A Tuscan verandah extends across the e n t i r e east 
facade, p r o t e c t i n g the center en t r y . Windows conta i n 2/2 sash. The 
s l i g h t l y l a t e r Steward's Home i s a two-story, three-bay, 
clapboard-clad s t r u c t u r e enclosed by an asphalt h i p r o o f . The e n t r y 
w i t h s i d e l i g h t s i s centered on the east facade and i s f r o n t e d by a 
verandah. Windows co n t a i n 6/2 sash. ; ./ 

#16: Osgood Cottage (1890; f i g u r e s 3, 5) 
Osgood Cottage was designed i n 1890 by Worcester a r c h i t e c t Stephen 
Earle as a residence f o r convalescent cases. I t was named f o r John 
F e l t Osgood of Boston, who donated the funds f o r i t s c o n s t r u c t i o n . An 
a r c h i t e c t ' s rendering and f l o o r p l a n appeared i n the Annual Report of 
1891. This small, two-story, wood-frame s t r u c t u r e t y p i f i e s the Queen 
Anne s t y l e w i t h i t s asymmetrical plan, combination clapboard and 
shi n g l e s i d i n g , recessed gable-end porch, and bowed shingl e d gable. 
I t i s s i t e d i n a grove of trees i n f r o n t of the Main B u i l d i n g along 

(continued) ' v 
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w i t h the contemporary Superintendent's Home (#18) and the Doctor's 
Apartments (#19). 

#18: Superintendent's Home (1905; f i g u r e 3) 
The Superintendent's Home i s a Queen Anne-style s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s 
two s t o r i e s t o a bracketed gable roof w i t h i n t e r i o r chimneys. I t i s 
sheathed w i t h clapboards, w i t h shingles i n the gables. The 
asymmetrical four-bay n o r t h facade d i s p l a y s a Tuscan porch t h a t 
p r o t e c t s the e n t r y , an oval window to the l e f t , and a p r o j e c t i n g bay 
t o the r i g h t . The facade i s surmounted and dominated by a massive t 
two-gable dormer. A Tuscan sunporch i s attached t o the east ' ,. 
e l e v a t i o n , and a b r i c k garage extends from the rear (S) e l e v a t i o n . 1; 
Windows c o n t a i n 2/1 sash. 

#19: Doctors' Apartments (1884) •,'-
The Doctors' Apartments b u i l d i n g i s a m u l t i - u n i t wood-frame s t r u c t u r e ': 
t h a t faces south over the lake from a grove of t r e e s . Sheathed w i t h ,. ; 
clapboard, i t r i s e s two s t o r i e s from a f i e l d s t o n e foundation t o an 
asphalt gable r o o f w i t h i n t e r i o r chimneys. The symmetrical south 
facade c o n s i s t s of a six-bay c e n t r a l s e c t i o n framed by three-bay, 
cross-gable end p a v i l i o n s f r o n t e d by two-story, f l a t - r o o f e d 
sunporches. Simple e n t r i e s are i n s e r t e d at the i n t e r s e c t i o n of main 
block and wings. Windows contain 2/2 sash. Unlike Osgood Cottage 
(#16) and the Superintendent's Home (#18), which are w e l l maintained, 
t h i s b u i l d i n g i s vacant and i n poor c o n d i t i o n . 

Farm Buildings 

The two main farm b u i l d i n g s at Westborough are l o c a t e d a t the n o r t h 
end of the campus, where they are surrounded by f i e l d s o v e r looking * ' 
L i t t l e Chauncy Pond. They are unused, but i n much b e t t e r c o n d i t i o n 
than those a t other campuses. The o r i g i n a l farm group was l o c a t e d on 
Lake Chauncy where the greenhouse (#22) remains. ^^'^ •^ :' -' . 
#2: Barn_ (ca. 1918) v--,. , ../ -s, yy...... * V . ̂  
The barn i s a l a r g e , one-by-seven-bay s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s one s t o r y : 
from a concrete foundation t o an asphalt gable roof w i t h three l a r g e 
metal v e n t i l a t o r s . I t i s sheathed w i t h clapboard. Windows on the 
long n o r t h and south e l e v a t i o n s c o n t a i n 6/6 sash. 

'•"'' y-' '--iy.-
#1: Piggery (ca. 1890) 
The Piggery i s a l a r g e , m o d ified H-plan s t r u c t u r e w i t h a c e n t r a l 
headhouse on the south e l e v a t i o n . I t i s a one-story, concrete-block 
s t r u c t u r e enclosed by an asphalt gable roof w i t h metal v e n t i l a t o r s ; 
gable f i e l d s are shingled. The cross-gable headhouse r i s e s two u,, 
s t o r i e s w i t h clapboard sheathing at the upper s t o r y . A small, y e l l o w - . • 
b r i c k smokestack i s adjacent t o the east. ' 

* •, . "s* ' . < " '••^y y': 

(continued) 
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1930s 

As was the case at most other campuses, Westborough undertook 
s u b s t a n t i a l c o n s t r u c t i o n i n the 193 0s, adding several r e d - b r i c k 
C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e b u i l d i n g s . 

#34: Auditorium (1932) -
With i t s gable-end o r i e n t a t i o n and p r o j e c t i n g f r o n t i s p i e c e , the 
C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e Auditorium resembles a church. I t i s 
c o n s t r u c t e d of red b r i c k and r i s e s two s t o r i e s from a h i g h cast-stone 
foundation t o a s l a t e gable r o o f . The south facade i s centered on a 
p r o j e c t i n g pedimented f r o n t i s p i e c e w i t h oculus t h a t contains three 
e n t r i e s recessed w i t h i n round-arched openings. The f i v e - b a y side 
e l e v a t i o n s d i s p l a y long, round-arched windows. The b u i l d i n g was s i t e d :•-•'-: 
t o form the n o r t h edge of an i n f o r m a l courtyard (#76) w i t h the e a r l i e r 
Codman B u i l d i n g (#35), and Talbot B u i l d i n g (#33). ^ , 

#3 8: K Building/Chauncv H a l l (1930) 
S i t e d n o r t h of the main b u i l d i n g group, near the farm b u i l d i n g 
complex, Chauncy was constructed as a dormitory f o r p a t i e n t s who were 
engaged i n farm work. Despite t h i s " r u s t i c " f u n c t i o n , i t s C o l o n i a l 
R e v i v a l - s t y l e design i s s i m i l a r t o s t a f f d o r m i t o r i e s constructed . 
throughout the system i n the 1930s, i n c l u d i n g Paine H a l l (#15) a t t h i s 
campus. I t i s a f i f t e e n - b y - t h r e e - b a y r e c t a n g u l a r - p l a n s t r u c t u r e w i t h 
l a t e r a l rear wings t h a t r i s e s two s t o r i e s from a cast-stone foundation 
t o a s l a t e h i p r o o f . The symmetrical west facade i s centered on a 
three-bay p r o j e c t i n g e n t r y p a v i l i o n t h a t i s defined by p i l a s t e r s and a 
pedimented gable w i t h oculus. The e n t r y i s framed by p i l a s t e r s and a 
segmental pediment. Windows w i t h cast-stone s i l l s and splayed b r i c k 
l i n t e l s c o n t a i n new 1/1 sash. 

#15: Paine H a l l (1936) 
B u i l t as a female nurses' home, Paine faces east over the main lawn 
w i t h a s u b s t a n t i a l south wing f a c i n g the lake. I t i s surrounded by 
pines and larches. I t i s a t y p i c a l t hirteen-by-three-bay r e d - b r i c k , -.y.̂  ' 
C o l o n i a l R e v i v a l - s t y l e s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s four s t o r i e s to an asphalt 
gable r o o f ; the f i r s t s t o r y i s set o f f as a basement by a cast-stone ; 
w a t e r t a b l e . The asymmetrical east facade i s focused on a three-bay 5:, >•'' 
cross p a v i l i o n a t the south end. I t contains the main f a n l i t e n t r y 
recessed w i t h i n an arched opening, and d i s p l a y s an oculus i n the ' ' 
gable. The bay on the south side of the e n t r y p a v i l i o n contains 
t h r e e - p a r t windows. Elsewhere, s i n g l e windows w i t h cast-stone l i n t e l s 
and splayed b r i c k l i n t e l s c o n t a i n 6/6 sash. The n o r t h gable end 
contains a secondary e n t r y w i t h s i d e l i g h t s , transom, and Tuscan porch. 

(continued) # 
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#3 6: Laundry (1934) 
The laundry i s p a r t of the service/maintenance group l o c a t e d northeast 
of the Main B u i l d i n g . I t i s a u t i l i t a r i a n three-by-eight-bay, red­
b r i c k s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s one s t o r y t o a f l a t r o of w i t h parapet ends 
(N, S) and monitor. The side e l e v a t i o n s are d i v i d e d by b r i c k p i e r s •; 
and d i s p l a y l a r g e multipane metal i n d u s t r i a l sash. The south facade 
i s centered on a loading bay and e n t r y w i t h a p o r t i c o supported on 
p a i r e d posts. 

#37: Maintenance (1935) 
The Maintenance B u i l d i n g i s located adjacent t o the laundry, where i t 
faces east onto Lyman S t r e e t . I t i s a la r g e , one-story, concrete-
block s t r u c t u r e enclosed by a f l a t roof w i t h parapet ends. I t 
con s i s t s of a ten-by-three-bay shop s e c t i o n (S) and an eleven-bay 
o f f i c e wing (S) . The shop s e c t i o n d i s p l a y s l a r g e windows w i t h . 
multipane metal i n d u s t r i a l sash and two asymmetrically placed shed-
roofed e n t r i e s . The o f f i c e s e c t i o n has windows w i t h 6/6 sash. 

#44: Power Plant/Farm O f f i c e (ca. 1930) 
This b u i l d i n g faces west onto Lyman Street across from the Maintenance 
B u i l d i n g . I t served as the power p l a n t u n t i l 1964, when the present 
r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e was completed on i t s n o r t h side. I t i s a seven-
by-six-bay concrete-block s t r u c t u r e t h a t r i s e s one s t o r y t o a f l a t 
r o o f w i t h stepped parapet. The symmetrical west facade i s centered on 
an enclosed e n t r y porch defined by p i e r s and parapet. The bays of the 
b u i l d i n g are also d e f i n e d by p i e r s and cont a i n p a i r e d windows w i t h 9/4 
sash and transoms. The b u i l d i n g i s an unusually w e l l - d e t a i l e d example 
of i t s type and appears to date to ca. 193 0, r a t h e r than the 1948 date 
ascribed by State records. 

Modern B u i l d i n g s ^ . ^ 

Four modern h o s p i t a l b u i l d i n g s were added to the campus i n the 1950s 
and 1960s. They were u n o b t r u s i v e l y s i t e d along Lyman Road and do not 
i n t e r f e r e w i t h the e a r l i e r road systems, landscapes, and viewsheds. 

#42: Sharp B u i l d i n g (1959) ' 
Sharp i s a la r g e m o d i f i e d H-plan s t r u c t u r e t h a t i s s i m i l a r t o 
contemporary b u i l d i n g s a t Northampt on and Medfield State H o s p i t a l s 
(see forms). I t i s l o c a t e d on the edge of the main b u i l d i n g group on 
the west side of Lyman Str e e t , along w i t h the s i m i l a r l y designed 
Daniel (#43; 1967) and Hennessey (#44; 1967) B u i l d i n g s . Sharp i s a 
t h r e e - s t o r y , r e d - b r i c k s t r u c t u r e trimmed w i t h cast stone and enclosed 
by a f l a t r o o f . I t s l a r g e r , twenty-seven-by-two-bay wing faces south 
where i t i s centered on an e n t r y w i t h c a n t i l e v e r e d roof and t h r e e - p a r t 
windows above. Other windows are n e a r l y square and c o n t a i n h o s p i t a l 
hopper sash. 

(continued) 



NPS Form 10-900-a .> OMB Approval No. 1024-OO1S 
(8-86) 

United States Department of the Interior ;̂  
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places ^ -
Continuation Sheet ' X 

Westborough State Hospital 
. Westborough & Northborough (Worcester County) 

Section number — L — Page —ii-4iassachusetts 

Archaeological D e s c r i p t i o n 

A h i g h p o t e n t i a l e x i s t s f o r the recovery of p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s w i t h i n 
the boundaries of the Westborough State H o s p i t a l . At l e a s t nine s i t e s • 
are recorded i n the general area ( w i t h i n one mile) i n c l u d i n g f o u r 
s i t e s w i t h i n the h o s p i t a l boundary. Several of these s i t e s have been 
documented by both p r o f e s s i o n a l and amateur archaeologists. S i t e 19-
WR-2 8 includes sandy f i e l d s extending from the northwestern t o eastern 
s h o r e l i n e of Chauncy Lake. Most of t h i s l a r g e s i t e l i e s w i t h i n the 
State H o s p i t a l boundary. A p o r t i o n of the s i t e was t e s t e d r e c e n t l y as 
p a r t of an i n t e n s i v e survey f o r a proposed sewer c o n s t r u c t i o n p r o j e c t 
a t the State H o s p i t a l (Hoffman 1992). Based on the r e s u l t s of t h a t 
survey, the Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission determined t h a t the 
remaining p o r t i o n of the Chauncy Pond S i t e (19-WR-28) d i d not c o n t a i n 
s u f f i c i e n t i n t e g r i t y t o be considered e l i g i b l e f o r l i s t i n g on the 
Nat i o n a l Register of H i s t o r i c Places. S i t e 19-WR-486, the Hadley 
B u i l d i n g S i t e , i s located i n f r o n t of the Hadley B u i l d i n g of the 
Westborough State H o s p i t a l o f f Lyman Street immediately east of 
Chauncy Lake. S i t e 19-WR-487, the Haskell I S i t e , and 19-WR-490, the 
Haskell I I S i t e , are loc a t e d on pr o p e r t y owned by the town of 
Westborough and p r i v a t e ownerships. Both of these s i t e s extend i n t o 
the area incl u d e d i n t h i s nomination and abut or extend i n t o the three 
s i t e s discussed above. S i t e 19-WR-276 may also extend i n t o the State 
H o s p i t a l boundary. The p h y s i c a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s of the h o s p i t a l , 
w e l l - d r a i n e d l e v e l t o moderately s l o p i n g terraces and k n o l l s adjacent 
t o wetlands, i n d i c a t e favorable l o c a t i o n a l c r i t e r i a f o r Native 
American subsistence and settlement a c t i v i t i e s . Wetlands i n the State 
H o s p i t a l are ch a r a c t e r i z e d by Crane Swamp, L i t t l e Crane Swamp, unnamed 
swamps, Chauncy Lake and L i t t l e Chauncy Pond, a l l p a r t of the 
Sudbury/Assahet drainages and u l t i m a t e l y the Concord/Merrimack River 
drainages. Given the above i n f o r m a t i o n , the large s i z e of the 
h o s p i t a l (670 acres), and the a v a i l a b i l i t y of undeveloped land, a hi g h 
p o t e n t i a l e x i s t s f o r the recovery of s i g n i f i c a n t p r e h i s t o r i c 
s u r v i v a l s . S e n s i t i v i t y f o r p r e h i s t o r i c resources i s high throughout 
most of the h o s p i t a l , where few areas are over 1,000 f e e t (300 meters) 
from wetlands. Some l o c a l e s , i n c l u d i n g the shorelines of Chauncy 
Lake, L i t t l e Chauncy Pond, Crane Swamp and L i t t l e Crane Swamp, may be 
p a r t i c u l a r l y s e n s i t i v e or conta i n a higher than average ex p e c t a t i o n 
f o r p r e h i s t o r i c s t i e s based on known s i t e s w i t h i n the h o s p i t a l and ^ . 
known s i t e l o c a t i o n s elsewhere i n the regio n . The Cedar Swamp . <'-
Archaeological D i s t r i c t , which i s l i s t e d on the Na t i o n a l Register of 
H i s t o r i c Places, l i e s w i t h i n two miles south t o southwest of the 
h o s p i t a l p r o p e r t y . A t o t a l of 26 p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s , many of which 
e x h i b i t s i m i l a r l o c a t i o n a l c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s t o the State H o s p i t a l 
p r o p e r t y , are l i s t e d w i t h i n t h a t d i s t r i c t . Several areas are present 
which are d i s t u r b e d from State H o s p i t a l c o n s t r u c t i o n and u n l i k e l y t o 
con t a i n i n t a c t p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s . These areas include the sewage *:.'.''. 
disposed area south of L i t t l e Chauncy Pond and the main h o s p i t a l locus 
on the h i l l n o r t h t o northeast of Chauncy Lake. A recent 

(continued) 
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a r c h a e o l o g i c a l study (Hoffman 1992) on the State H o s p i t a l grounds also 
produced evidence t h a t p o r t i o n s of the area from the State H o s p i t a l 
b u i l d i n g s south t o Chauncy Lake has also been d i s t u r b e d . 

There i s also a high p o t e n t i a l f o r l o c a t i n g s i g n i f i c a n t h i s t o r i c • " 
a r c h a e o l o g i c a l remain on the h o s p i t a l property. The Westborough State 
H o s p i t a l , or Chauncy as the area was known i n the 17th century, was 
p a r t of the f i r s t settlement area f o r the town of Westborough. Much 
of the area was included i n the ca. 1655, 500-acre grant t o Reverend 
Charles Chauncy. I n i t i a l s e t t l e r s i n the area were from the town of 
Marlborough. S h o r t l y a f t e r 1680 Thomas Brigham, h i s b r o t h e r John, and 
t h e i r nephews John and Sam Fay purchased the 500-acre t r a c t . 
P o t e n t i a l s t r u c t u r a l remains of farmsteads r e l a t e d t o t h i s p e r i o d may 
e x i s t on the State H o s p i t a l property. One farm, belonging to David 
Brigham, son of Thomas, was included on the n o r t h side of Lake 
Chauncy. The o r i g i n a l farmhouse f o r David Brigham's farm i s r e p o r t e d 
60 rods (990 f e e t ) from the present a d m i n i s t r a t i o n b u i l d i n g of the 
Westborough State H o s p i t a l . The Brigham Farm, l a t e r the Peter Farm, 
was purchased i n 1846 f o r the State Reform School, l a t e r the State 
H o s p i t a l (1885). S t r u c t u r a l remains from farmhouses may span the 17th 
through 19th c e n t u r i e s i n the State H o s p i t a l l o c a l e . The A s s i s t a n t 
Superintendent's House, #24 (ca. 1820), i s the only extant s t r u c t u r e 
p r e d a t i n g the establishment of the State Reform School f o r Boys (Lyman 
School) i n 1848. That s t r u c t u r e may be p a r t of the Stanley Farm 
purchased and r e f u r b i s h e d i n 1892 southeast of the Main H o s p i t a l . 
Westborough State H o s p i t a l has l o s t ntimerous b u i l d i n g s over the years 
spanning the 1848 founding of the Lyman School, the school's 
conversion t o a State H o s p i t a l i n 1884 and the ca. 1910 end of the 
h o s p i t a l ' s dominant b u i l d i n g p e r i o d . S t r u c t u r a l remains can be 
present throughout the campus f o r t h i s e n t i r e p e r i o d , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n 
the o u t l y i n g farm groups and chronic care colonies. , ,. . ... 

Major e x i s t i n g farm b u i l d i n g s are located a t the n o r t h e r n end of the . 
campus. S t r u c t u r a l remains may include residence areas such as 
dorms/wards; however, agricultural outbuildings (barn, sheds) and .^y -y : 
support f a c i l i t i e s are probably more common. The l o c a t i o n s of many ;̂  
s t r u c t u r e s no longer extant are not documented at present. The 
remains of one s t r u c t u r e , #55 (1895), a f r u i t storage foundation also 
c a l l e d a f r u i t c e l l a r has been recorded. 

. .K 

Unmarked graves may also be present on the State H o s p i t a l grounds. 
Unmarked f a m i l y p l o t s may be present i n the areas t h a t were associated 
w i t h p r e - e x i s t i n g farms. Based on the l a r g e s i z e of the h o s p i t a l and 
the presence of a Morgue (1889, #69) on the grounds, a cemetery i s 
also expected f o r the State H o s p i t a l . At present a State H o s p i t a l 
cemetery or a l t e r n a t i v e arrangement f o r b u r i a l of the dead have not 
been i d e n t i f i e d . ' 

', • ' ' ' (end) •> v: tj^--. .'<. 



Westborough State H o s p i t a l 
Name of Property 

Worcester County, MA 
Coumy and State 

8. Statement of Significance 
Applicable National Register Criteria 
(Mark "x " in one or more boxes for tfie criteria qualifying tfie property 
for National Register listing.) 

E A Property is associated with events that have made 
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of 
our history. 

• B Property is associated with the lives of persons 
significant in our past. 

K] C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics 
of a type, period, or method of construction or 
represents the work of a master, or possesses 
high artistic values, or represents a significant and 
distinguishable entity whose components lack 
individual distinction. 

• D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield, 
information important in prehistory or history. _' 

Criteria Considerations 
(Mark "x" in all tfie boxes tfiat apply.) " 

Property is: 

• A owned by a religious institution or used for 
religious purposes. 

• B removed from its original location. 

• C a birthplace or grave. 

• D a cemetery. 

• E a reconstructed building, object, or structure. 

• F a commemorative property. 

• G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance 
within the past 50 years. 

Areas of Significance 

(Enter categories from instructions) 

H E A L T H / M E D I C I N E 

ARCHITECTURE 

SOCIAL HISTORY 

Period of Significance 

1848-1940 

Significant Dates 

1848 - establishment of L3mian School 

1884 - establishment of Westborough Insane 

Asylum 

Significant Person 
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above) 

N/A 

Cultural Affiliation 

N/A 

Architect/Builder ^ 

Kendall, Taylor & Stevens/Elias Carter/ 

George Clough/Stephen Earle 

Narrative Statement of Significance 
(Explain ttie significance of ttie property on one or more continuation stieets.) 

9. Major Bibliographical References 
Bibilography 
(Cite ttie Ijooks, articles, and otfier sources used in preparing ttiis form on one or more continuation sfieets.) 

Previous documentation on file (NPS): 

• preliminary determination of individual listing (36 
CFR 67^ has been requested 

• previously listed in the National Register 
• previously determined eligible by the National 

Register 
• designated a National Historic Landmark 
• recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey 

# . 
• recorded by Historic American Engineering 

Record # 

Primary location of additional data: 

B State Historic Preservation Office 
• Other State agency 
• Federal agency 
• Local government .> 
• University . A- ----A 
• Other 3 • 

Name of repository: 

Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 



Westborough State Hospital 
Name of Property 

Worcester County, IIA 
County and State 

10. Geographical Data 

Acreage of Property 650 acres 

UTM References 
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sfieet.) 

1 U i U I 2| 8| 4| 2| 4| Q| K |6 |8 ,7 |4 ,7 ,0 | 
Zone Easting Nortfiing 

2 L L i J I 2| 8| 5| 9, 3, 0| I 4, 6| 8, 7| 1, q q 
5 1 9 2 8 3 5 0 0 4 6 8 5 7 2 0 
Verbal Boundary Description 

(Describe tfie boundaries of the property on a continuation sfieet.) 

Boundary Justification 
(Explain wfiy tfie boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.) 

11 ,9 I 12 18 ,5 18 ,6 ,0 |4 ,6 |8 ,5 p 8 0 
J L 

Zone Easting 
|1 ,9 I |2 |8 5̂ |3 2̂ 0̂ 

Northing 

_L 
4 .6 |8 .5 p 8 0 

• See continuation sheet 

•' &': 11. Form Prepared By 

name/title Candace Jenkins, Preservation Consultant wi th Betsy Friedber, NR Director , MHC 

organization Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission date September 1993 

Street & number 80 Boylston Street 

city or town Boston 

telephone (617) 727-8470 

state MA zip code 02116 

Additional Documentation 
Submit the following items with the completed form: 

Continuation Sheets 

Maps 

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location. 

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources. 

Photographs 

Representative black and white photographs of the property. 

Additional items 
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items) 

Property Owner 
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.) 

name 

street & number. 

city or town 

telephone. 

state. zip code. 

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information Is being collected for applications to the Nationetl Register of Historic Places to nominate 
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain 
a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). 

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing 
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect 
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of 
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503. 
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HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE 

The Westborough State H o s p i t a l of 1884 possesses i n t e g r i t y of 
l o c a t i o n , design, s e t t i n g , m a t e r i a l s , workmanship, f e e l i n g , and 
a s s o c i a t i o n . I t d i f f e r s i n several substantive ways from other such 
i n s t i t u t i o n s developed by the Commonwealth of Massachusetts d u r i n g the 
p e r i o d of 1830-1930. Designed to incorporate the o r i g i n a l 1848-1876 
b u i l d i n g of the State Reform School f o r Boys, i t not only represents 
an e a r l y case of adaptive reuse w i t h i n the i n s t i t u t i o n a l system, but 
also preserves i t s o l d e s t extant component (the western end of the 
Main H o s p i t a l B u i l d i n g designed i n 1848 by E l i a s Caster and James 
Savage). Further, during r e h a b i l i t a t i o n of the o l d b u i l d i n g , the 
s t a t e ' s f i r s t congregate d i n i n g room was constructed t o a l l o w p a t i e n t s 
t o i n t e r a c t w i t h i n an environment s i m i l a r t o t h a t of a "large h o t e l . " 
This model, which was designed t o heightened the p a t i e n t ' s sense of 
normalcy, was adopted at most l a t e r h o s p i t a l s , i n c l u d i n g Foxborough 
(1889; see form), Medfield (1896; see form), and M e t r o p o l i t a n State 
(1930; see form). B u i l d i n g s are g e n e r a l l y well-preserved examples of 
t h e i r types, w i t h many designed by noted a r c h i t e c t s . A g r i c u l t u r a l 
landscapes r e t a i n an unusual degree of i n t e g r i t y and a b i l i t y t o convey 
t h e i r key r o l e i n the treatment programs of the h o s p i t a l . Westborough 
i s also one of the few campuses f o r which a landscape a r c h i t e c t i s 
known. 

F i n a l l y , i n a d d i t i o n t o i t s unique o r i g i n s and design, the h o s p i t a l 
also o f f e r e d a d i s t i n c t i v e l y d i f f e r e n t course of treatment based on 
the p r i n c i p l e s of homeopathy, which emphasized r e s t , massage, 
hydrotherapy, and s p e c i a l d i e t w h i l e eschewing the use of hypnotic 
medications. Westborough was the second homeopathic s t a t e h o s p i t a l i n 
the n a t i o n . The h o s p i t a l was also a c t i v e l y engaged i n education, 
h o l d i n g c l i n i c s f o r Boston U n i v e r s i t y Medical School students as e a r l y 
as 1887 and e s t a b l i s h i n g a nurses' t r a i n i n g school i n 1890. 
Westborough c l e a r l y r e f l e c t s the development of the Massachusetts 
State H o s p i t a l and School System as described i n the overview, and 
meets c r i t e r i a A and C of the National Register of H i s t o r i c Places. 
I t i s s i g n i f i c a n t on the s t a t e and l o c a l l e v e l s , w i t h a p e r i o d of 
s i g n i f i c a n c e from 1848 to 1940. 

The Westborough State H o s p i t a l was e s t a b l i s h e d by Chapter 322 of the 
Acts of 1884 as the Westborough Insane H o s p i t a l . I n a major departure 
from other s t a t e h o s p i t a l s , i t s t r u s t e e s were not d i r e c t e d t o f i n d a 
new s i t e and make plans f o r new b u i l d i n g s , but r a t h e r t o develop a 
scheme t o reuse the s t r u c t u r e s r e c e n t l y vacated by the State Reform 
School f o r Boys (see Lyman School form). Chief among these was a 
long, t h r e e - s t o r y b r i c k s t r u c t u r e designed i n 1848 by E l i a s Carter and 
James Savage (#10) and expanded eastward i n 1876 by the Worcester f i r m 
of C u t t i n g and Holman (#12). The s i t e , which by then t o t a l e d 275 
acres, had been developed around the 180-acre former farmstead of 
Lovett Peters, Esq., and adjacent acreage owned by the Rice f a m i l y . 

(continued) 
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I t i s i n the general area of Westborough's f i r s t settlement and the . -
seventeenth-century land grant t o Reverend Charles Chauncy, f o r whom 
Lake Chauncy i s named (WHC 1978; #6). 

George Clough of Boston was engaged t o remodel the b u i l d i n g which had 
housed 400-500 boys and had been declared u n f i t f o r reform school 
purposes due t o i t s larg e s i z e and j a i l - l i k e appearance. To adapt the '̂-y 
b u i l d i n g f o r occupancy by 325 "insane" p a t i e n t s , Clough demolished the 
center of the e x i s t i n g b u i l d i n g , which dated from 1876, and replaced .,, -̂̂  
i t w i t h a gambrel roof s e c t i o n housing a congregate d i n i n g room on i t s ''̂ ' 
f i r s t f l o o r w i t h a chapel above (#11). I t i s l i k e l y t h a t Clough also » 
added the extensive rear wing housing female wards t o the west and 
male wards (#9) t o the east ( f i g u r e s 1 and 2 ) . His work i s described , * 
i n d e t a i l i n the Annual Report of 1886. Clough had j u s t concluded a 
ten-year term as Boston's f i r s t C i t y A r c h i t e c t and was c o n c u r r e n t l y 
designing b u i l d i n g s f o r the new Lyman School on the western shore of . ,, 
Lake Chauncy. Contractors on the job were from Boston and included D. 
Connery & Co. as masons and Cressy & Noyes Co. as carpenters (1st and 
2nd Annual Reports 1885, 1886). Joseph Curtis, a landscape architect -. 
from Boston, was hired in 1886-1887 to provide a plan for the grounds ' 
(3rd Annual Report 1887). During the course of construction, the ' 
initial $150,000 appropriation was supplemented twice to provide 
accommodations for an additional eighty patients and to construct y -.y 
o u t b u i l d i n g s and provide f u r n i s h i n g s (Hurd 1889: 1350). 

The a l t e r a t i o n s began on May 18, 1885, and were apparently complete by 
December 1, 1886, when a r e c e p t i o n was hel d f o r Governor George D. 
Robinson. A few days l a t e r , the f i r s t 204 p a t i e n t s (almost a l l 
chronic cases who were able to pay f o r t h e i r treatment) were received 
from Worcester (NR 1980), and then Danvers (NR 1984), Taunton (see y ... 
form), and Northampton (see form). In the meantime. Dr. N. Emmons y 
Paine, f o r m e r l y a s s i s t a n t p h y s i c i a n a t the State Homeopathic Asylum 
f o r the Insane i n Middletown, New York, had been appointed ,̂,4 
Superintendent and had begun t o formulate the h o s p i t a l ' s unique 
program of treatment along w i t h the Board of Trustees (2nd and 3rd -
Annual Reports 1886, 1887). Two years l a t e r . Dr. Paine was appointed 
as l e c t u r e r i n i n s a n i t y a t the Boston U n i v e r s i t y Medical School ( A l l e n 
1985: 325) . _ . _̂ . , . . , :. 

Unl i k e i t s contemporaries i n Massachusetts, Westborough was t o be run 
according t o homeopathic p r i n c i p l e s , which emphasized r e s t (sometimes 'y. 
enforced), massage, hydrotherapy, and s p e c i a l d i e t w h i l e avoiding use ; ' 
of a v a i l a b l e hypnotics and sedatives l i k e morphine, opium, bromide, ' i 
and c h l o r a l . This d i d not mean t h a t drug therapy was t o t a l l y ignored, 
since m i l d e r antispasmodics l i k e belladonna, hyoscyamus, stramonium, ,, 
and v e r a t r i n were o c c a s i o n a l l y administered f o r mania and " 
restlessness. Bedrest and massage were thought t o be p a r t i c u l a r l y * • 
useful for patients admitted with melancholia or in a debilitated ~ .c - i 
condition. Hydrotherapy, consisting of graduated spray baths, < ,. 

- ••,̂>_. • 
(continued) 
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graduated tub baths, c o l d sponging, and wetpacks, was f e l t t o be of 
use f o r a l l acute cases. From the beginning, c l i n i c s were he l d f o r 
students from the Boston U n i v e r s i t y School of Medicine t o acquaint 
them w i t h mental diseases and treatment (Annual Reports 1886, 1887) . 
A Nurses' School was e s t a b l i s h e d i n 1890, and Dr. Emily Young from 
Boston U n i v e r s i t y , the h o s p i t a l ' s f i r s t woman doctor, was appointed 
a s s i s t a n t p h y s i c i a n i n 1893. By 1895, the t r u s t e e s p o i n t e d w i t h p r i d e 
to t h e i r recovery r a t e , then the highest i n the s t a t e , as proof of the 
e f f e c t i v e n e s s of t h e i r unusual programs. At t h a t time the average 
p a t i e n t census was 565 (11th Annual Report 1895) . 

Nevertheless, the Westborough Trustees were engaged i n constant 
disputes w i t h the State Board of Lunacy and C h a r i t y over t h e i r program 
of treatment. Of p a r t i c u l a r concern was the issue of enforced 
bedrest, a p r a c t i c e s a i d to have o r i g i n a t e d w i t h Dr. S. Weir M i t c h e l l 
of P h i l a d e l p h i a (Annual Report 1891). Another area of disagreement, 
and one shared w i t h other h o s p i t a l a d m i n i s t r a t o r s , was the growing 
number of u n t r e a t a b l e chronic cases. The Westborough Trustees, l i k e 
many of t h e i r counterparts, considered t h e i r f a c i l i t y a h o s p i t a l f o r 
recent acute cases who could b e n e f i t from t h e i r course of treatment, 
and c o n t i n u a l l y recommended removal or i s o l a t i o n of the many i n c u r a b l e 
cases sent t o them. Despite concurrence from the American 
Medico-Psychological Association, the State Board c r i t i c i z e d t h i s 
approach i n general and the overcrowding of chronic cases i n 
p a r t i c u l a r (11th-13th Annual Reports 1895-1897). 

Superintendent George S. Adams, appointed i n 1892, defended the method 
of treatment a t Westborough i n h i s 11th Annual Report, s t a t i n g t h a t 
" i t has been the purpose of t h i s h o s p i t a l since i t s establishment t o 
use a l l proper means t o promote the recovery of a l l curable cases." 
To t h a t end, q u i e t , pleasant accommodations were provided f o r p a t i e n t s 
who were "depressed or recovering from acute mania" t o prevent them 
"from passing i n t o dementia and i n hastening the p e r i o d of 
convalescence." On the other hand, "the chronic case, who r e q u i r e s 
c h i e f l y good food, good care and occupation and entertainment, can 
endure more crowding." Adams also addressed the issue of r e s t r a i n t s , 
s t a t i n g t h a t : 

... we do not b e l i e v e i n drug r e s t r a i n t , we b e l i e v e t h a t i t i s 
w h o l l y i n j u r i o u s , t h a t i t r e t a r d s and o f t e n prevents recovery and 
t h a t our p a t i e n t s are b e t t e r w i t h o u t i t ; t h a t a l i t t l e noise i s . 
not unwholesome; and t h a t where p a t i e n t s are d e s t r u c t i v e or 
homicidal or s u i c i d a l we b e l i e v e t h a t mechanical r e s t r a i n t i s the 
l e a s t harmful measure t h a t can be a p p l i e d f o r t h e i r own p r o t e c t i o n 
and t h a t of others. 

(continued) 
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He concluded by admonishing the short-sightedness of the Board 
members: 

I t i s t r u e t h a t a very l a r g e m a j o r i t y of a l l cases admitted t o 
insane h o s p i t a l s are of the inc u r a b l e class, but i s none the less 
t r u e t h a t a p o r t i o n belong t o the curable class; and i f we can 
cure seventy or e i g h t y per cent, of these acute cases, i n s t e a d of 
h a l f t h a t niimber, we are j u s t i f i e d i n what we have done and are 
doing t o r e s t o r e them t o l i v e s of usefulness, and i n c i d e n t a l l y t o 
save the State many thousands of d o l l a r s f o r maintenance (11th 
Annual Report, 1895). 

While c o n t r o v e r s i a l programs were being t e s t e d and argued, the 
p h y s i c a l development of the h o s p i t a l was c o n t i n u i n g i n a f a i r l y 
t y p i c a l manner, l a r g e l y i n response t o the desires of the t r u s t e e s , 
but p a r t i a l l y i n response t o the recommendations of the State Board. 
I n 1889, Worcester a r c h i t e c t Stephen Earle was employed t o design a 
mortuary (#69), and i n 1890 to design the Osgood Cottage f o r 
Convalescent P a t i e n t s (#16; f i g . 5 ) . At the same time, a Farm Group 
was under way, w i t h c o n s t r u c t i o n of a s t a b l e , piggery (#1), c a r r i a g e 
house, i c e house, and vegetable house. I n 1891 a b r i c k l a u n d r y / b o i l e r 
house/bakery (#13) was constructed behind the Main H o s p i t a l . The next 
year, the h o s p i t a l ' s f i r s t s a t e l l i t e colony was begun w i t h the 
purchase and r e f u r b i s h i n g of the Stanley Farm, southeast of the Main 
H o s p i t a l , near the present main entrance (no longer e x t a n t ) . The 
present A s s i s t a n t Superintendent's House of ca. 1820 (#24) may have 
been p a r t of t h i s farm. A f r u i t c e l l a r (#55) was constructed i n 1895 
to preserve an e s p e c i a l l y l a r g e crop of apples. A more important 
a d d i t i o n of t h a t year was completion of an e l e c t r i c generating p l a n t , ,, 
t o provide power f o r l i g h t s , heating, and v e n t i l a t i n g . 

At the t u r n of the century, several b u i l d i n g s and groups of b u i l d i n g s 
were erected s p e c i f i c a l l y f o r acute or chronic cases. F i r s t was the 
Ho s p i t a l f o r Acute Cases, located east of the Main H o s p i t a l . Designed 
i n 1897 i n the C o l o n i a l Revival s t y l e by the Boston f i r m of Rand, 
Taylor, Kendall, and Stevens, and now known as Talbot (#33), i t i s one 
of the most a r c h i t e c t u r a l l y d i s t i n c t i v e b u i l d i n g s on the campus ( f i g . 
4 ) . This was f o l l o w e d by two s a t e l l i t e colonies f o r q u i e t chronic 
p a t i e n t s on the southern shore of Lake Chauncy: the Warren Farm 
Colony f o r Men of 1902, and the Richmond Colony f o r Women of 1903 
( f i g . 6 ) . I t i s s p e c i f i e d t h a t Kendall, Taylor, and Stevens designed 
Richmond (#81), and i t i s l i k e l y t h a t they also designed Warren 
( n e i t h e r i s extant, and Warren's s i t e i s no longer p a r t of the 
campus) . 

Several other b u i l d i n g s shown on the 1911 Bird's Eye View f o l l o w e d i n 
r a p i d succession, i n c l u d i n g the Codman B u i l d i n g (#35) i n 1903, the 
Superintendent's Residence (#18) i n 1904, a group of three Female 
Nurses' Houses (#29, 30, 31) i n 1904 ( f i g . 4 ) , and three s i m i l a r Male 
Attendants' Houses (#3, 5, 6) i n 1906. F i n a l l y , a rear West Wing ( I 

(continued) ^ v 
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and J Wards #8) f o r chronic d i s t u r b e d cases was connected to the Main 
H o s p i t a l by a narrow passageway i n 1906 by Kendall, Taylor and 
Stevens. About the same time, a freestanding L-plan k i t c h e n was added 
d i r e c t l y behind the Main B u i l d i n g . Westborough was connected t o the 
M e t r o p o l i t a n Water System i n 1909. . • •, 

During the e a r l y t w e n t i e t h century, the h o s p i t a l ' s acreage expanded t o 
650 acres, much of i t prime a g r i c u l t u r a l land. As was the case a t 
other i n s t i t u t i o n s , the farm provided valuable work therapy 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s as w e l l as a steady supply of food. During the summer, 
d i e t s were supplement w i t h f r e s h vegetables, and those t h a t were not 
used were canned on s i t e . Westborough was e s p e c i a l l y noted f o r i t s 
l i v e s t o c k , and s t a f f bred m i l k i n g cows f o r t r a n s f e r t o other 
i n s t i t u t i o n s u n t i l 1972. The piggery near L i t t l e Chauncy was a c t i v e 
from 1910 to 1970. A g r i c u l t u r a l a c t i v i t i e s were discontinued i n the 
e a r l y 1970s, when the Department of Mental Health determined t h a t they 
were no longer cost e f f e c t i v e ( A l l e n 1985: 326-327). This was t y p i c a l 
of the system as a whole and i s discussed i n the overview. .v., , 

The Westborough Insane H o s p i t a l was o f f i c i a l l y renamed as the 
Westborough State H o s p i t a l i n 19 07 i n accordance w i t h a systemwide 
i n i t i a t i v e . As was t y p i c a l here and n a t i o n a l l y , a wide v a r i e t y of new 
programs aimed a t research, general h e a l t h , prevention, and o u t p a t i e n t 
services were e s t a b l i s h e d . I n 1930 the Massachusetts Medical Society 
l i s t e d the f o l l o w i n g programs a t Westborough: 

Complete p a t h o l o g i c a l , b a c t e r i o l o g i c a l and chemical l a b o r a t o r i e s 
are maintained. X-ray, Physiotherapy and complete equipment f o r 
s u r g i c a l work are a v a i l a b l e ; Hydrotherapy and Occupational Therapy 
are used e x t e n s i v e l y . Social Service Department and T r a i n i n g 
School f o r Nurses. Out-Patient C l i n i c s i n Boston, Marlboro, 
Framingham and Waltham. A C l i n i c i s conducted f o r the examination 
of school c h i l d r e n (MMS 1930: 15). 

When the Governor & Council's committee v i s i t e d Westborough i n 1945, 
the p a t i e n t p o p u l a t i o n had swelled t o 1,730, w e l l over the normal 
cap a c i t y of 1,332. At the same time, the s t a f f i n g l e v e l was a t a low 
of 239, w i t h 210 vacancies due to the e f f e c t s of World War I I . Many 
b u i l d i n g s were s e r i o u s l y overcrowded, and several, i n c l u d i n g the o l d 
1848 Lyman School (#10), were noted as f i r e t r a p s . A few c r i m i n a l l y 
insane women were among the inmates, and due t o lack of proper 
accommodations, had k i l l e d an u n s p e c i f i e d number of other p a t i e n t s i n 
recent months. The b r i e f r e p o r t concluded by saying: 

This i n s t i t u t i o n i s s o r e l y i n need of a t t e n t i o n and improvements, 
and a d d i t i o n a l b u i l d i n g s should be planned at once t o a i d i n the 
care of p a t i e n t s committed t h e r e i n . Among the needs are a new 
admissions and treatment b u i l d i n g ; new power p l a n t ; b u i l d i n g f o r 
d i s t u r b e d female p a t i e n t s ; renovation and a d d i t i o n t o male and 
female wards of main group; f i v e cottages f o r o f f i c e r s ; a water 

(continued) 
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storage tank and ten i n c h main; roads, curbing and sidewalks, and 
a b u i l d i n g f o r t u b e r c u l a r p a t i e n t s . 

These recommendations seem t o have been f o l l o w e d up w i t h c o n s t r u c t i o n 
of a Power Plant (#45) i n 1948, the Hadley B u i l d i n g (#23) f o r 
admissions i n 1950, and the Sharp B u i l d i n g (#42) i n 1959. Westborough 
reached i t s peak p o p u l a t i on a t t h i s time, w i t h 2,100 p a t i e n t s and 800 
s t a f f i n 1950. By 1984 the p a t i e n t p o p u l a t i o n had been reduced to 
260, and the s t a f f increased to 397 ( A l l e n 1985: 327). 

Archaeological S i g n i f i c a t i o n 

Although numerous p r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s have been i d e n t i f i e d i n the 
Westborough area, few have been s y s t e m a t i c a l l y studied, r e s u l t i n g i n 
l i m i t e d i n t e r p r e t i v e value f o r known s i t e s . These f a c t o r s i n d i c a t e •<•• 
s u r v i v i n g s i t e s w i t h i n the State H o s p i t a l would be s i g n i f i c a n t , 
p a r t i c u l a r l y those w i t h i n t e g r i t y i n d i c a t i n g the p o t e n t i a l f o r 
systematic study. P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n t h i s area can c o n t r i b u t e t o a 
b e t t e r understanding of Native American settlement and subsistences 
p a t t e r n s along the eastern edge of the Central Massachusetts uplands 
and the r e l a t i o n s h i p s of those s i t e s t o s i t e s i n the c o a s t a l lowlands. 
S i t e s i n t h i s area can also be used to t e s t hypotheses r e l a t i n g t o 
p r e h i s t o r i c settlement and subsistence i n d i f f e r e n t r i v e r i n e 
drainages. The Westborough State H o s p i t a l l i e s i n the headwaters of 
the Sudbury/Assabet/Concord/Merrimack River drainage w i t h the 
Blackstone River drainage located i n neighboring towns t o the south. 
P r e h i s t o r i c s i t e s i n t h i s area may c o n t a i n data which enable a study 
of the extent t o which these drainages i n f l u e n c e d the s o c i a l , 
c u l t u r a l , and economic systems of people who l i v e d i n the area. 

H i s t o r i c a r c h a e o l o g i c a l remains described above have the p o t e n t i a l t o 
f u r t h e r document the 17th through 20th century h i s t o r i c land use a t 
the State H o s p i t a l as w e l l as provide d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n on the 
s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l , and economic c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s which t y p i f i e d 
a g r i c u l t u r a l farmsteads i n the area from i n i t i a l settlement i n the 
17th century through the mid 19th century, and the s t a t e and f a c i l i t y 
from the l a t t e r p e r i o d through the e a r l y 2 0th century. Further 
documentary research combined w i t h archaeological survey and 
excavation can l o c a t e examples of Westborough's f i r s t settlement 
p e r i o d i n the 17th century. S t r u c t u r a l remains of farmsteads from . 
t h i s p e r i o d and subsequent periods may survive which would enable a 
r e c o n s t r u c t i o n of c o n t i n u a l a g r i c u l t u r a l land use i n the area up t o 
the formation of the Reform School f o r Boys (Lyman School) i n 1848. 
O c c u p a t i o n a l - r e l a t e d features associated w i t h s t r u c t u r a l remains and 
extant s t r u c t u r e s can provide d e t a i l e d i n f o r m a t i o n p e r t a i n i n g t o l i f e 
on these e a r l y farms, how they changed through time, and the extent to 
which they were s e l f - s u f f i c i e n t or i n t e g r a t e d i n t o l o c a l / r e g i o n a l 
a g r i c u l t u r a l economies. S t r u c t u r a l remains associated w i t h s t a t e 
ownership i n 1848 through the 20th century can document the l o c a t i o n s 

(continued) 



•^y:-- - r • • "55Si^ * - .• 'r^^:f^.-.y-f'^y:' -'r - - -yy% '•^^•=>.-.f:- . . -yy-,^-: 'y:f^:. 

NPS Fom 10-900-a . - • ' OMB ApprovalNo. 1024-001a 
(8-86) . - ., • 

United States Department of the Interior « 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places % 
Continuation Sheet * ' 

Westborough State Hospital 
_ . , o Q ^ 7 1 Westborough & Northborough (Worcester County) 
Section number ^ Page -1JL_L—Massachusetts 

of numerous buildings reported lost during the period. These remains 
combined with documentary resources and analysis of occupational-
related features can also document one of the earliest cases of 
adaptive reuse within the institutional system and the extent to which 
reuse occurred. Structural remains of agricultural outbuildings and 
related occupational features, particularly trash areas, can help 
better understand the relative importance of agriculture at the 
facility through time, particularly the importance of dairy versus , " 
a g r i c u l t u r a l operations and the extent t o which the farming operations 
provided work therapy o p p o r t u n i t i e s f o r p a t i e n t s . Occupational-related 
features associated w i t h wards, d o r m i t o r i e s , and residences can also 

-y - provide valuable i n f o r m a t i o n on the l i v e s of p a t i e n t s and s t a f f a t the 
h o s p i t a l and the extent t o which these c o n d i t i o n s compared w i t h other 
State f a c i l i t i e s and normal l i f e . 

I d e n t i f i c a t i o n of unmarked graves at the State H o s p i t a l can c l a r i f y 
whether or not f a m i l y p l o t s were present on p r e - e x i s t i n g farms. 
Unmarked graves may also help i d e n t i f y b u r i a l p r a c t i c e s f o r the dead 
at the State H o s p i t a l , p o s s i b l y i n an unknown cemetery on the grounds. 
Further documentary research might also i d e n t i f y agreements w i t h 
municipal a u t h o r i t i e s f o r the b u r i a l of dead a t p u b l i c or p r i v a t e 
cemeteries. 

• • (end) 
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Verbal Boundary D e s c r i p t i o n 

See attached maps. • .'--'-

Verbal Boundary J u s t i f i c a t i o n ' • • 

The nomination i s confined to the present campus boundaries which were 
achieved d u r i n g the p e r i o d of s i g n i f i c a n c e . The o r i g i n a l 275 acres 
were increased t o the present 650 acres by the 1910s. 
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WESTBOROUGH STATE HOSPITAL 
WESTBOROUGH, & NORTHBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

HAP# BUILDING DATE STYLE ARCHITECT/DESIGNER STATUS RESOURCE 

1 Piggery 1890 U t i l i t a r i a n C B 
2 Barn ; ca. 1918 U t i l i t a r i a n c B 
3 Engineer's Home ' \ 1906 Craftsman Kendall, Taylor & Stevens C B 
4 garage ca. 1900 U t i l i t a r i a n c B 
5 Night Home 1906 Craftsman/Colonial Rev. Kendall, Taylor & Stevens c B 
6 Day Home 1906 Craftsman/Colonial Rev. Kendall, Taylor & Stevens c . 
7 Steward's House 1910 Craftsman/Colonial Rev. Kendall, Taylor & Stevens C : B 
8 H o s p i t a l Ward J, I 1906 Craftsman elements Kendall, Taylor & Stevens C '.' ' 
9 H o s p i t a l Wards A-D, F-H ca. 1886 Queen Anne elements George Clough c 
10 H o s p i t a l Ward E 1848 Greek/Renais. Revival E l i a s Carter/James Savage c W'" 11 Dining/Chapel 1886 Queen Anne/Col. Rev. George Clough c . B 
12 Main/Administration 1876 Queen Anne Cut t i n g & Holman c 
13 Kitchen/Cafeteria 1891/1936 Co l o n i a l Revival George Clough c '^Wryy yy • 
14 Main Storeroom 1908 U t l i t a r i a n c S 
15 Female Dorm/Paine H a l l 1936 C o l o n i a l Revival c %: 
16 Osgood Cottage 1890 Queen Anne Stephen C. Earle c B 

garage 1940 . •-; n/a NC B 
fw Superintendent's House 1905 y Queen Anne y.i'- C B ' 

a t t . garage 1949 n/a •r i. , - NC B 
19 Doctors' Apartments 1884 Queen Anne c B 
20 Garage (multi-bay, 

concrete) 
1930 ' U t i l i t a r i a n ' 

- '^y -" . - c B 

21 Quonset Hut 1967 U t i l i t a r i a n , . ^ y NC St 
22 Greenhouse ca. 1910/ 

1965 
n/a . C St 

23 Hadley B u i l d i n g 1950 Moderne NC B 
24 Asst. Supt./Houghton 

House 
ca. 1820 Federal C B 

m garage •* * ca. 1940 n/a • ' NC B 
26 Head Farmer's Cottage 1908 Verncular c 
27 garage 1927 n/a c 
28 Fire House y^- 1890 Craftsman C "m 29 Home #1 . A^'^ 1904 • . Craftsman/Colonial Rev. Kendall, Taylor & Stevens C i i 
30 Home #2 1904 Craftsman/Colonial Rev. Kendall, Taylor & Stevens C 'm. 31 Home #3 (Chaplain) 1904 Craftsman/Colonial Rev. Kendall, Taylor & Stevens C m-32 Home #4 1910 Craftsman/Colonial Rev. Kendall, Taylor & Stevens C %' 
33 Talbot House 1897 C o l o n i a l Revival Kendall, Taylor & Stevens c 
34 Auditorium 1932 C o l o n i a l Revival 

Taylor & 
c 

35 Codman B u i l d i n g 1903 C o l o n i a l Revival Kendall, Taylor & Stevens c - % 
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WESTBOROUGH STATE HOSPITAL 
WESTBOROUGH, & NORTHBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

MAP* BUILDING DATE STYLE 

• 36 Laundry 1934 U t i l i t a r i a n 
37 Maintenance 1935 U t i l i t a r i a n 
38 K Bullding/Chauncy H a l l 1930 Colonial Revival 
39 Pole Barn (corrug. metal) 1967 U t i l i t a r i a n 
40 Hay Barn (corrug. metal) 1965 U t i l i t a r i a n 
41 Childs B u i l d i n g 1908 Colonial Revival 
42 Sharp B u i l d i n g 1959 Modern 
43 Daniel B u i l d i n g 1967 Modern 
44 Hennessey B u i l d i n g 1967 Modern 
45 Farm O f f i c e ( o l d power p i t ) ca. 1930 Modern C l a s s i c a l 
46 A u x i l i a r y Garage (Pole Bn) 1968 U t i l i t a r i a n 
47 Power Plant 1964 U t i l i t a r i a n 
48 Salvage Yard Bui l d i n g s 1929 U t i l i t a r i a n 
49 Shed (wood-frame) ca. 1930s U t i l i t a r i a n (poor) 
50 Garage (wood-frame) ca. 1930s U t i l i t a r i a n 
51 Water Tank ca. 1950 n/a 
52 Water Tank ca. 1950 n/a '.r , yy" 
53 Comfort S t a t i o n . 1967 U t i l i t a r i a n j ' 
54 Bath House 1967 U t i l i t a r i a n 
55 F r u i t Storage #8 foundation 1895 n/a 
56 Pump House ( b r i c k ) ca. 1900 Queen Anne 
57 Sand Shed ca. 1960 U t i l i t a r i a n 
58 Pump House , • ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n 
59 Shed (wood-frame) ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n 

^ 60 Sewage Treatment O f f i c e 1972 Modern 
• 61 Sewage Treatment Shed ca. 1930 U t i l i t a r i a n ,..•,.*.-
62 Sewage Treatment Tank ca. 1970 n/a ' ." 

-- 63 Sewage Treatment Tank ca. 1970 n/a 
64 Pumping S t a t i o n ( b r i c k ) ca. 1940s U t i l i t a r i a n 
65 Piamping S t a t i o n (stucco) ca. 1966 U t i l i t a r i a n 

< 66 Transformer ca. 1960s U t i l i t a r i a n 
67 Pump House ( b r i c k ) 1931 Craftsman (poor) 
68 O f f i c e ( b r i c k ) ca. 1970 U t i l i t a r i a n -
69 Morgue 1889 Queen Anne 
70 C l i n i c a l D i r e c t o r ' s House ca. 1900 Vernacular 
71 MR Housing 1980s Modern 
72 Open P a v i l i o n ca. 1900 n/a 
73 garage ca. 1945 
74 Main Gate ca. 1880s n/a 

ARCHITECT/DESIGNER STATUS RESOURCE 

C B 
« B 

c B 

,.• '•- 'A • "•' ' NC B 

' ' . ' • • - '•' ' 
NC B 
C B 

' • •y'' • NC B / 
•:'• ryti. -. ' • •--. NC B 

•• " •• •. 'V"̂  ' ' NC B Ty' 

Si-11 & Warrington, Eng. C B 
NC B 
NC St . . 

:^.y . -• ': • ^ - - - -. C B ' 
NC B y -

y . v"' •' -• ••' C B 
• ' ' <- ' ' -' • '.y NC St • 

-'. y -: ,J • ' • NC St -y • 
NC St 

; "• . • ,y^. NC B -̂
St f " - -

i 

•' ' -'A C B 
NC B 
,C B 

c' B i. * 
NC B y •>" ' ; -

NC B 
NC St 

-..:> • NC St 
NC B } 
NC 
NC St y"̂  > 
C B 

•'''•: > " 
NC B 

•'- •.̂•̂ • Stephen Earle C B 
NC B 
NC B '• > 
C St 
NC B 
C St 
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WESTBOROUGH STATE HOSPITAL 
WESTBOROUGH, & NORTHBOROUGH, MASSACHUSETTS 

DISTRICT DATA SHEET 

MAP# BUILDING DATE STYLE ARCHITECT/DESIGNER STATUS RESOURCE 

75 Main/Admin. Lawn n/a n/a C Si 
76 Codman/Aud. Lawn n/a n/a C Si 
77 Talbot Lawn n/a n/a c Si 
78 Childs Lawn n/a n/a c Si 
79 A g r i c u l t u r a l Land n/a n/a c Si 
80 S i t e of Durfee Colony n/a n/a c Si 
81 S i t e of Richmond Colony n/a n/a c Si 

TOTAL RESOURCES: 53 C o n t r i b u t i n g ; 28 Noncontributing 

42 C o n t r i b u t i n g B u i l d i n g s 
7 C o n t r i b u t i n g Sites 
4 C o n t r i b u t i n g Structures 

20 Noncontributing Buildings 
8 Noncontributing Sites 

'4 
\ 4^ 
k ,-

i 

y 

7 'i^ 
'-p.-. 

-t 
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WESTBOROUGH STATE HOSPITAL; SECOND ANNUAL REPORT; 1886; FIGURE #1 

-1. 
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WESTBOROUGH STATE HOSPITAL; THIRD ANNUAL REPORT; 1887; FIGURE #2 
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UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY Westborough State H o s p i t a l 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE Massachusetts State H o s p i t a l s And State Schools MPS 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Worcester 

DATE RECEIVED: 12/09/93 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 12/21/93 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 1/06/94 3 - DATE OF 45TH DAY: 1/23/94 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 93001488 

NOMINATOR: STATE • 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
OTHER: yf PDIL: N PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: ,̂  N SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N f 

DATE sy ACCEPT RETURN REJECT / / l ^ / ^ 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

!»• -t . - - • 

RECOM./CRITERIA ^ ; t ^ < ^ ^ f -
REVI EWER / f y f y t c ^ ^ 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE ^/'•^//fA 
DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION ''"-:• ry.^ i---

count .__resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION • ^y' r;-':.: 

h i s t o r i c current • • / • . .-J.. "'"Afli^^y^! 

DESCRIPTION 

arch i t e c t u r a l c l a s s i f i c a t i o n 
_ _ i n a t e r i a l s • •-''' V'. ' yTii y -̂ '-A -

.descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE . , 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and j u s t i f y below 

S p e c i f i c dates B u i l d e r / A r c h i t e c t 
Statement of Si g n i f i c a n c e ( i n one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c l a r i t y ; 
appli c a b l e c r i t e r i a , * * 
j u s t i f i c a t i o n of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource ....y^ 
context .,;'««•••'••*•»•»..... --v 
relationship of integrity to significance -yy^.y-^.-^ 
. j u s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

y^\^ 

y j.r>i-' . , 

y -

i"< J. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 
A . : ... 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage 
ÛTMs _ 

.verbal boundary d e s c r i p t i o n 

.boundary j u s t i f i c a t i o n 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps USGS maps photographs p r e s e n t a t i o n 

OTHER COMMENTS ~~~ " 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone \ 

Signed Date 
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93-704 

Ms. J u d i t h B. McDonough, Executive D i r e c t o r I 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission 
80 Boylston S t r e e t 
Boston, Massachusetts 02116-4802 

Dear Ms. McDonough, 

Jacqueline Tidman, c h a i r o f Westborough's H i s t o r i c a l 
Commission, has informed the Board of Selectmen o f your 
October 13 meeting and has asked the Board t o consider 
supporting the nomination of the Westborough State H o s p i t a l 
and the former Lyman School f o r Boys t o the N a t i o n a l Register 
of H i s t o r i c Places. 

The Board, w h i l e applauding the r e c o g n i t i o n o f the 
h i s t o r i c importance of these p r o p e r t i e s , has concerns about 
the e f f e c t s o f t h e i r l i s t i n g on the Nat i o n a l Register on 
f u t u r e development o f these p r o p e r t i e s , p a r t i c u l a r l y i n the 
e x i s t i n g open space. 

Your l e t t e r o f August 12, 1993, i n d i c a t e d t h a t " i f a 
pr o p e r t y i s l i s t e d i n the National Register, the owner may do 
anything w i t h i t t h a t he/she wished, unless s t a t e or f e d e r a l 
funds, permits, or l i c e n s i n g are used..." Since these 
p r o p e r t i e s c u r r e n t l y belong t o the Commonwealth, any f u t u r e 
development n e c e s s a r i l y would i n v o l v e s t a t e or f e d e r a l funds, 
leases, permits, purchase or t r a n s f e r of lands. Would the 
Massachusetts H i s t o r i c a l Commission please i n d i c a t e the 
approval process, r e s t r i c t i o n s , and procedures t h a t 
developers and the Town would have t o adhere t o f o r the 
f o l l o w i n g proposals f o r the Lyman School p r o p e r t y t o occur: 

*The a c q u i s i t i o n and development o f a new Town w e l l on f o u r 
acres near Lake Chauncy on land t o be leased from or 
t r a n s f e r r e d by the Department of F i s h e r i e s and W i l d l i f e . 

*The development of a f f o r d a b l e s i n g l e f a m i l y housing i n a 
mixed-market development on the 13-acre p a r c e l C, s i m i l a r t o 
the housing b u i l t a t North H i l l on p a r c e l K. Parcel C was 
earmarked as a p o s s i b l e housing s i t e i n the 1988 Lyman School 



Redevelopment Master Plan. There i s considerable involvement 
by the DCPO, EOCD and MHFA in these local i n i t i a t i v e .̂̂  
programs. . 

*The development of family public housing on two smaller 
parcels, G and H, designated for use by the Westborough 
Housing Authority in the Master Plan. i 

•The (acquisition) and dismantling of a dilapidated barn by 
the Westborough DPW on the property next to their f a c i l i t y , 
with the help of state funding. 

The preservation of the historic buildings at the former 
Lyman School for Boys and the Westborough State Hospital for 
adaptive reuse i s a commendable goal, but the Westborough 
Board of Selectmen i s concerned that further restrictions on 
the development of the open space and reuse of buildings and 
lands available on these properties would discourage 
developments that would be beneficial to the Town. We would 
appreciate your response, in writing, as soon as possible. 

Foster, Chairman 

cc: Brona Simon 
Jacqueline Tidman 
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