FORM B - BUILDING

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form
Photo number

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location
in relation to nearest cross streets and
other buildings. Indicate north.

30M-5-77

1.

HP-1

In Area no. Form no.
A 429
Town Sal em
Address 55 Lafayette Stcaet- n
Nanme Sal emLaundry <A
Present use conmer ci al

Present owner  Sal em Laundry Qo.

69 Lafayette St.

Description: Salem, Mass. 01970

Date 1906
Source Directories

Style Functional

Architect Unknown

Exterior wall fabric Concrete

Outbuildings (describe) N/A

Other features pier and spandrel construe-

glazed with multi-pane sash

Altered No Date
Moved No Date
Lot size: 34,074 sq. ft.

One acre or less X Over one acre

Approximate frontage 318 ft.

Approximate distance of building from street
Adjacent

Recorded by A. Crump
Organization

Date November 1979

19/3°4"430/4709050
34-429

UM Reference:

Assessor's Number:

Sdem Redevelopment Authority



7. Original owner (if known) Sdem Laundry Co.
Original use Commer ci al
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce X Industry Social/
Communication Military humani t ari an
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (includeexplanation of themes checked above)

The Sal em Laundry building at 55Lafayette Street, built in 1906, wasthe first concrete
structure in Salem andrepresents contenporary technology initsadvanced form

The factory is four stories high. Thefacade is divided into three bays characterized
by large areas of ste?l fitame factory sash. Thecentral bayprojects slightly from
the wall plane. Ashlar-tooled concrete block piers separate the bays, while spandrels
and fasciae are smooth-faced andseverely detailed. Thestorefronts are divided

like Chicago windows with transoms; the center bay of each of the endstoresi s
enphasi zed by anarchway initstransom

The imitation ashlar character of the concrete block used t oconstruct the Salem
Laundry is typical of astage in the development of this technology that wasat its
hei ght in the decade 1910-1920. Thevertical tooled face and pseudo-ashlar coursing
of these blocks are typical of the intermediate stage of concrete block devel opnent,
bet ween coarse, technologically primtive rock-faced block and the abandonment of
the "imtation stone" appearance in favor of aforthright expression of the material.
The appearance of this intermediate style in Salemas early as 1906i sespecially
notable since the Laundry was the first concrete structure in the city. The rela-
tively creative application of concrete block, in the severity of the building's
formandin the usethroughout of apatterntypically limted toarchitectural accent,
suggests anambitious approach reaching ahead t oa direct expression of the materi al
in anticipation of technological feasibility.

(Cont i nued)

10. Bi bl i ography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records,
early maps, etc.)
City Directories
Gillespie, Ann: "Early Devel opnent of the Artistic Concrete Block",
APT Bulletin, Vol. XI, No. 2(1979).
Wal ker Lithograph & Publishing Co.: Atlas of the City of Salem 1911.
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Ccranunity: Form No:
MSSAAHHEETTS HSTARGL AV N
Ofice of the Secretary, Boston salem 429
Property Name: Salem Laundry

Indicate each itemon inventory form\Aidi isbeing continuedbel ow
9. Historical Significance (Continued)

The Hooper fam |y has owned and operated t he Salem Laundry business sinceits
inception i nthelate 1800s. |Itwas not theonly laundry business i nthearea.
The business was noved t oitspresent location i nl1906. Aside fromtheone-story
addition tothenorth side of thebuilding, theoriginal structure remains intact.
The Salem Laundry GConpany has reduced it scommercial laundry service i nfavor of

a small coin-operated location and drycleaning business. The business offices
remain inthe building.

The Salem Laundry possesses integrity of location, design, setting, materials,
wor kmanshi p and association. |t neets criterion Cof theNational Register of
Historic Places.

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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1. Name
2. Location

3. Classification

4. Owner of Property
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6. Bepresentation in Existing Surveys

7, Pescriptlon

ummary paragraph
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clarity
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8. Significance

summary paragraph
completeness
clarity

applicable criteria

justification of areas
checked

relating significance to
the resource

context

relationship of integrity
to significance

justification of exception
other

9. l4ajor Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

UMT

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

Na avaiuaaad si*nificanoe of tMa prepany MBMI| me acais ia:

13. Other

Maps
Photographs
Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to

Signed Date
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Please refer to the map In the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
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Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000277



