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2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5") 
Staple to left side of fo rm 
Photo number 

4. Map. Draw sketch of building location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and 
other buildings. Indicate north. 

In Area no. Form no. 

34 429 

1. Town Salem 

Address 55 Lafayette Stcaet- ^  

Name Salem Laundry <^ 

Present use commercial 

Present owner Salem Laundry Co. 
69 Lafayette St. 

3, Description: Salem, Mass. 01970 

Date 1906 

Source Director ies 

Style Functional 

Architect Unknown 

Exterior wall fabric Concrete 

Outbuildings (describe) N/A 

Other features pier and spandrel construe-

glazed wi th multi-pane sash 

Altered No 

Moved No 

Date 

Date 

5. Lot size: 34,074 sq. f t . 

One acre or less X Over one acre 

Approximate frontage 318 f t . 

Approximate distance of building f rom street 

Adjacent 

6. Recorded by A. Crump 

Organization Salem Redevelopment Authority 

Date November 1979 

UTM Reference: 19/3^4^430/4709050 

Assessor's Number: 34-429 

30M-5-77 



7. Original owner (if known) Salem Laundry Co. 

Original use Commercial 

Subsequent uses (if any) and dates 

8. Themes (check as many as applicable) 

Aboriginal 
Agricultural 
Architectural 
The Arts 
Commerce 
Communication 
Community development 

X 

Conservation 
Education 
Exploration/ 

settlement 
Industry 
Military 
Political 

Recreation 
Religion 
Science/ 

invention 
Social/ 

humanitarian 
Transportation 

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above) 

The Salem Laundry buil d i n g at 55 Lafayette Street, b u i l t i n 1906, was the f i r s t concrete 
structure i n Salem, and represents contemporary technology i n i t s advanced form. 

The factory i s four stories high. The facade i s divided into three bays characterized 
by large areas of s t e ^ l fi^ame factory sash. The central bay projects s l i g h t l y from 
the wall plane. Ashlar-tooled concrete block piers separate the bays, while spandrels 
and fasciae are smooth-faced and severely detailed. The storefronts are divided 
l i k e Chicago windows with transoms; the center bay of each of the end stores i s 
emphasized by an archway i n i t s transom. 

The i m i t a t i o n ashlar character of the concrete block used to construct the Salem 
Laundry i s t y p i c a l of a stage i n the development of t h i s technology that was at i t s 
height i n the decade 1910-1920. The v e r t i c a l tooled face and pseudo-ashlar coursing 
of these blocks are t y p i c a l of the intermediate stage of concrete block development, 
between coarse, technologically p r i m i t i v e rock-faced block and the abandonment of 
the " i m i t a t i o n stone" appearance i n favor of a f o r t h r i g h t expression of the material. 
The appearance of t h i s intermediate styl e i n Salem as early as 1906 i s especially 
notable since the Laundry was the f i r s t concrete structure i n the c i t y . The r e l a ­
t i v e l y creative application of concrete block, i n the severity of the building's 
form and i n the use throughout of a pattern t y p i c a l l y l i m i t e d to ar c h i t e c t u r a l accent, 
suggests an ambitious approach reaching ahead to a direct expression of the material 
i n a n t i c i p a t i o n of technological f e a s i b i l i t y . 

(Cont i nued) 

1 

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, 
early maps, etc.) 

City Directories 
Gillespie, Ann: "Early Development of the A r t i s t i c Concrete Block", 

APT B u l l e t i n , Vol. XI, No. 2(1979). 
Walker Lithograph 6e Publishing Co.: Atlas of the City of Salem, 1911. 



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET 

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL CCM̂ SSION 
Office of the Secretary, Boston 

Ccranunity: Form No: 

Sa 1 em 429 

Property Name: Salem Laundry 

Indicate each item on inventory form \Aidi is being continued below. 
9. Historical Significance (Continued) 

The Hooper family has owned and operated the Salem Laundry business since i t s 
inception in the late l800s. I t was not the only laundry business in the area. 
The business was moved to i t s present location in I906. Aside from the one-story 
addition to the north side of the building, the or i g i n a l structure remains intact. 
The Salem Laundry Company has reduced i t s commercial laundry service in favor of 
a small coin-operated location and dry cleaning business. The business offices 
remain in the building. 

The Salem Laundry possesses i n t e g r i t y of location, design, s e t t i n g , materials, 
workmanship and association. I t meets c r i t e r i o n C of the National Register of 
Historic Places. 

Staple to Inventory form at bottom 
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3. Classification 
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S. Location of Legal Description 

6. Bepresentation in Existing Surveys 
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8. S i g n i f i c a n c e 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
c lar i ty 
appl icable c r i t e r i a 
j us t i f i ca t i on of areas 

checked 
relating significance to 

the resource 
context 
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13. Other 

Maps 
Photographs 
Other 
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Please refer to the map in the 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet 

for this property 

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000277 


