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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE
—EXCELLENT ADETERIORATED “MUNALTERED ORIGINAL SITE
—GOOD —RUINS ALTERED —MOVED DATE_
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

CESCR BE THE PRESEINT AND (R @ NAL (IF KNOMAY)  PHYS CAL APPEARANCE
The Conkey- Stevens House i slocated at thecorner of Main and Sal em Streets i n East Am
herst. Iltstreed twoacre |oti ssetoff fromthestreet by a decorative cast iron
fence. Hietwostory brick structurewas built i n1840 and originally had a hipped roof.
It was remodeled inthe1880's with theadditionof a bracketted mansard roof, a rear
brick and frame el | and a one story verandah extending around it seast, south and west
el evations.

The facade which faces south i sthree bays wide with t heentrance located i nt he eastern
bay. Approached by a flight of three granite steps with | owcurved side walls, thesix
panel ed door (upper two panels blocked in) was flanked by side lights and carried a
rectangular transom Although these have been sealed with plywood, i ti s believed that
1880's etched glass remains. Full length windows with shutters arelocated i nthe other
two bays. These openings have also been temporarily sealed with plywood. Fenestration
on thesecond floor consists of three windows with 2/2 double hung sash and shutters.
The w ndoW's and doot ai'*'all headed by granite'lintels;' Three dotmeri™ with round arched
openings and alternating' ttiangular-segmental-triangillar pediments light thethird-story
mansard. The bracketted cornice i sseverely deteriorated and some of t heslate shingles,
which arelaid i nan imbricated pattern are m ssing.

Hie side elevations, also three bays wide, aretreated i nt he sane nanner as t he facade
with theexception of thefirst floor windows which arenot full length. Also, abay
w ndow was added t ot heeast elevationi nthe 1880"'s remodeling. The one story
verandah whi ch extends around t hefacade and side elevations has an al nost flat roof
supported by square chanfered colums with bracketted heads above their <:apitals. A
low nolded rail with two dimensional curved balusters connects t hecolums at the top

of their pedestals. Woden lattice-workfills theunderpart of theporch, maskingthe
basenent .
The brick portion of theell, which i s directly attached totheblank rear elevation,

is one story high and three bays long. Like themain structure,"it?tas'a 'mansard roof
but here thedormers aresquare headed and carry cornices. Wndows have either been
bricked i n or aretightly shuttered. The wood portion of theel |l i salso ohe storyi n
hei ght and has a | owpitched roof. A heavily deteriorated frame barn stands t ot herear
of t hehouse.
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—INVENTION
SPECIFIC DATES 1840  1879- 1889 BULERARHTECT  popert Cutler

STATEMENT 0F S GN H CANCE

The Conkey- Stevens House, despite its current deterioration, retains integrity of design,
location, setting, materials, and association. | ti sassociated with Iives of persons
prom nent i nAnmherst's past, and it enbodies thedistinctive characteristics of the
Victorian period whiiph.are not usually found i n East Amherst. .., .

11t ffO
The h9use, i nitg .original Geek Revival-form was built for Ithmar Conkey (1788-1862) , r.
in 1840 by Robert Cutler. Born i nneighboring Pel ham Conkey stu(3ied | awunder '
Noah Di cki nson Mattoon i n Anherst, then returned t o Pelhamt o open his own officei n
1814. Conkey renmined i nPel ham where he served as town clerk, until 1818 when hi s
former teacher noved west and he took over Mattoon's practice. VWhile i n Arherst
Conkey served as Justice of t he Peace (1819), special conmmissioner for Hanpshire County
(1828), County Commissioner (1830), and was finally appointed Judge of t he Probate Court
by Governor Arnstrong (1834). H becane a director of t heAnherst andBel chertown
Rai | way Conpany when it was organized i n1851, and i n 1854 becane one of t heincorporators
of the Amherst Savings-BaiiKi | n1861he was naned t o serve on t heConventiont o revise
the State Constitution.” ,r : |

T - N Me A T - e e

Fol l owi ng Conkey's death i n1862 t hethirty acre property passed briefly toWIliam Barrows
who then sold t hehouse with seven acres t oAbiel Stevens i n1868. Steven's wife wast he
sister-in-law of Sidney Dillon, arailroad builder, thepresident of theUnion Pacific
Railroad and a millionaire. Abiel and Maria Steven's son, Albert, pursued a lucrative
career with hisuncle Sidney before returning t oAnherst tofarm |t was the noney
Albert made i ntherailroad business which enabled hi mt orenndel theoriginal Geek
Revival structure i nthecurrently fashionable Second Enpire style.

Steven's daughter Edith inherited t hehouse and lived there until her death i n1977 when
it was sold tothepresent owner who plans t orestore thebuilding t ohouse offices on
the first twofloors and an apartment above.
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criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service,

STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER SIGNATURE

TITLE Executive Director, Mass. Historical Conm ssion DATE

FDR NPS USE ONLY
| HEREBY CERTIFY THAT THIS PROPERTY tS INCLUDED tN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

DATE S-fd-Jf
h MCKEPEII OF THE NATONiUrRINSTER *
ATTEST: / DATE

CHIEF OF REGISTRATION



Form No 10-300a

| L)JNITED STATES DEP,ARTMENT OE THE INTERIOR FOR NPS USE ONLY
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE
RECEIVED 12 B79
NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES ay 10 199
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM DATE ENTERED o
CONTINUATION SHEET ITEM NUMBER ip PAGE 2

Verbal Boundary Description

marking place of beginning of |and described north 78° 01' 26" west along north line of Main
Street. 67.38 feet to a point then North 72° 54 00" west along north line of Main Street
132.62 feet to an iron pipe marking the southwest corner of the land described and the south-
east corner of land now or formerly owned by Henry Scargorough and Helen L. Scarborough, thenc
thence north 17 30 19" along said Scarborough |and; thence north 21° 39 06" east partly
along land now or formerly of Edward E Sinpson, Jr. and Jocelyn H Sinpson and partly along
land now or formerly of Ralph H White and M| dred White 153.76 feet to an iron pipe marking
the northwest corner of the land described; thence south 68° 20 54" along other |and of

Edith Stevens Smith, 202.5 feet to an iron pipe; thence south 19° 18 50" west along other |ar
land of said Edith Stevens Smith, 413.35 feet to the point of beginning, containing 200
acres nore or |ess.

Deed desription
Deed Descriptiondated 12/20/1977
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PAUL GuUZzI

PAYMACEA N RECEIVED

AQTI Fl CATI ON GF FRIFCEED NATI ONAL. REG STER NOMINATI ON kAY 19 1978
H STAR CAL CN-ES ON

MTE: My 12, 1978 IVIASS. HIST, COMW.
TQ Kristin T, O Connell, Chairperson, Amherst Historical Conmi ssion

ADDRESS. 83 woodsi de Avenue, Amher st

MASSACHLEETTS

O H STAR CAL NS ON RECEVED

S BIECT: NATI ONAL REGQ STER - H STAR CRAES MR 12 190
TH S | STONJN FY YAQJ THAT T -E FQLONVNG FROFERTY:

NAME  (Qonkey- S evens House REG STER I

ATHESS 664 Miin street, Anrhesst
OVNR M. Peter @ andonico

I's being considered by the Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion for nom nation
to the National Register of Historic Places.

The National Register affords recognition andprotection for districts, sites,

bui I dings, structures and objects significant in American History, architecture,
archeol ogy and culture. Listing i n the National Register places no restrictions
on theowner's actions unless Federal funding or licensing i sinvolved. However,
certain Federal tax consequences nay result fromlisting inthe National Register.
*Please refer tosection 2124 of the Tax ReformAct of 1976 f or an expl anation

of these provisions.

Pl ease comment below, sign, and retum this format your earliest convenience
to Candace Jenkins, National Register Coordinator, Nfessachusetts Historical

Comm ssion at t he above address. To facilitate action onthis nom nation,
we woul d appreciate your response within thirty days. | fyouhave any questions,
pl ease contact Ms. Jenkins at t he Comm ssion office.

_.Approve nom nation Di sapprove nom nation
GComment s:
Sgnature  AjnMytuUL  :/ 6 "G&UMEI)) Date ~

Nameand Title  CUoJrpur/n JAMvuXuLtrh- " Aitsfwtal A &niUiuVKLCxt?
2/2/77



COMMONWEALTH OF MASSACHUSETTS
imiiirail Office of the Secretary of State

MASSACHUSETTS 294 Washington Street

Boston, Massachusetts
HISTOR|CAL 02108 MICHAEL JOSEPH CONNOLLY
COMMISSION 617-727-8470 Secretary of _SISte

February 20, 1979
M. Charles Herrington, Chief

Regi stration Branch AR 12BR
Nat i onal Register "

Office of Archeology andHistoric Preservation NATIONAL /
Heritage Conservation and Recreation Service REGISTER y

Vashington, DC 20243
Dear M. Herrington:

Encl osed youwi |l find thefollowing nomnation forns:

Amherst: Conkey-Stevens House

Cambridge: Edwin Abbot House

Lawrence: Essex Conpany Offices a-d Yard
Lynn: G.A.R. Hall

Rowley: Chapl i n-d arke House

SpringfieldL *JulTa Sandor pon Theat er
Spi‘ingflold: "Kennedy-WirililngLuu Bl ocks
Gpi'iiigfitsld: Wnchester Square Hisiurlc Bistrict
Wilbraham:— Acaduny HisLorlc DIsLilet

Al'l have been voted eligihle by the State Review Board and have been si gned by
the State Historic Preservation Officer. They have al so been reviewed by our
Erof essional staff representing thedisciplines of architecture, architectural
istory, archeology and history.

Sincerely, /

Christine Boul ding

Survey Director

Massachusetts Historical Gomm ssion
Encl osur es
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/ conkey- Stevens House

Sanderson, Julia, Theater

W nchester Square Historic District

Turner, Stephen, House

Abbot, Edid-n, House (Longy School

Chaplin-Cl arke House

Also Notified

Honorabl e Paul G Tsongas

Edward M Kennedy
Silvio O. Co.ite
Edward P. Bol and
Margaret M Heckl er
Thonas P. O Neill
Ni chol as >; ayroul e3
5/14/ 79
information,

Honor abl e
Honor abl e
Honor abl e
Honor abl e
Honor abl e
Honor abl e

NR Byers/bjr
Tor further

(Parai aount Theater)

of Misic)

please call the National

MASSACHBETTS

MYI O 199

Location

Shel bume Fells
Franklin County

Ai i her st
Hanpshire County

Springfield
Hanpden County

Springfield
HaEpden County

Norf ol k
Norfol k County

Canbri dge
M ddl esex Couaty

Rowl ey
Essex County ,

State Historic Preservation Officer
Ms. Patricia L. Wesl owski
Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Com aission
294 Washington Street

Bost on, Massachusetts 02108

Regi ster at (202)343-6401.



