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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AN* ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Present:  The Penhallow House is a three-story brick structure 
with a low hip roof and two chimneys on th north (rear) elevation. 
The brickwork throughout the original portions of the building is laid 
in Flemish bond. The foundation of the house is primarily fieldstone, 
but has hammered granite exposed above grade on the frorit---arid side 
elevations.

The facade of the building is symmetrically divided into five 
bays. The main entrance has an arched doorway opening with sidelights 
and an elliptical fanlight. Over the doorway is a semicircular portico 
supported by columns with carved Ionic capitals. Above the portico is 
a large Palladian window set into an arched recess in the brickwork. 
The main cornice of the building is wooden.^Its bed mouldings are 
lathe-turned "Gothic" drops that derive ultimately from plates 1 and 3 
of Thomas Shearer's The Cabinet-Maker's London Book of Prices, (1788, 
1797, 1803), a furniture-maker's trade manual that exerted a definite 
influence on Portsmouth architecture after 1800. .The cornice of the 
semi-circular portico is embellished with mutules, a form of classical 
ornament that was popularized by the American joiner and author Aisher 
Benjamin, and may be seen in Plate 20 of his American Builder's 
Companion (1806).

The floor plan of the house includes a central hallway and two 
major rooms on each floor. In the hall is a spiral stairway of 
unusually fine detail and small scale. Each of the major rooms of the 
house is ornamented with well-executed woodwork. The eastern room on 
the first floor, for example, has cornices and a mantelshelf that are 
ornamented with mutules similar to those on the doorway portico. Most 
of the interior folding window shutters of the house survive intact.

Connected to the west end of the house is a large brick wing that 
was added in two stages. The earlier segment of the wing dates before 
1850, while the larger portion was probably added during the 1860's or 
1870's.

Original; The original appearance of the Penhallow House differed 
only slightly from the present appearance. The major change was the 
addition of the mid-nineteenth century wing on the west, which altered 
the original fabric of the building only slightly. Similarly, a 
passageway built in 1954 to connect the house to the Portsmouth Public 
Library was constructed with little damage to the house. Other changes 
have included replacement of the original window sash about 1870, re 
placement of the original front door about 1900, and removal of the 
window blinds. .,,..,-..
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TATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE
Architecture: I 1 i r> i /\ >XThe Thomas W. Penhallow House was built between 1810|x

and 181^/on a lot of land that abutted the newly-built Portsmouth Academy. 
It was constructed for Thomas Mox^on, a Portsmouth merchant who shortly 
moved to Boston. Norton advertized the house for sale in the New Hampshire
Gazette, beginning on February 22, 1814, as "that beautiful and convenient 
Brick House, situated near the Portsmouth Academy. ''s^jThe house was purchased 
in November, 1814, by Thomas W. Penhallow, a Portsmouth merchant. Penhallow 
occupied the house until 1835, after which the property began to pass 
through the hands of a succession of owners.

The major importance of the Penhallow house lies in its architectural 
quality. The house was built at the same period that many other brick 
dwellings were being constructed a few blocks away in central Portsmouth, 
but it is architecturally far superior to most of the brick houses in the 
center of town. The Penhallow House is similar to the truly grand brick 
mansions that were built in western,. .Portsmouth after 1812, and appears to 
have been the first of a group of such houses. Other buildings in this 
group were designed and constructed by Jonathan Folsom, Portsmouth's 
leading builder-architect after 1812. The Penhallow House may have been 
one of Folsom 's earliest works.

The Penhallow House is one of only two in Portsmouth that combine 
a semicircular portico with a Palladian window to form an entrance 
frontispiece of large scale and unusual classical pretension. The house 
is also outstanding for the quality and state of preservation of its 
interior joiner's work, especially its spiral staircase and its mantel 
shelves. The interior woodwork displays an unusually wide range of 
decorative motifs.

Urban Planning: At the period at which Penhallow House was built, 
the area near the Haymarket and the Academy was largely undeveloped land. 
The district was soon transformed into the most fashionable residential 
neighborhood of Federal-period Portsmouth, however. The Penhallow House 
was the first brick mansion that was built in this district, and was the 
precursor of other elegant brick houses that were built on Middle and 
Islington Streets soon after. Thus, the Penhallow House helped to
establish a social change that ultimately resulted in the creation of one 
of New England's finest residential areas. Xz-V- -'  -''-''- '', ",
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John Mead Howells, The Architectural Heritage of the. Piscataqua 
(New York: Architectural Book Publishing Company, Inc., 1937, 1965), 
187.

Society of Architectural Historians/Strawberry Banke, Inc., 
Architecture Near the Piscataqua (Portsmouth, N.H.: Strawberry Banke, 
Inc., 1964) 32.
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James L. Garvin, Research Curator
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Strawberry Banke, Inc.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that itrhas been 

evaluated according td- the.criteria^and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance^of this nominajion is: 
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Director, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservation
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