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1. Name of Property

historic name Stradley and Barr Dry Goods Store

other names/site number Efird's Department Store

2. Location

street & number __14 South Main Street not for publication
city or town Greenville vicinity
state _South Carolina = code SC__ county _Greenville code _045 zip code _29601

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this _x_ nomination __ request for
determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of Historic Places and meets the
procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property _x_meets __does not meet the National Register
Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant _ nationally __statewide x_. locally. (__ See continuation sheet for additional
comments.)

Signau%:‘rt%\g iEiaI Date M4y ‘)%:} 2063
'4
Rodget E. Stroup, State Histori¢ Preservation Officer, S.C. Dept. of Archives and History, Columbia, S.C.

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property __ meets __does not meet the National Register criteria. (—See continuation sheet for additional comments.)
Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. National Park Service Certification

ature of the Keeper Date of Action

yeby certify that this property is: .
- entered in the National Register m‘k‘ MM (elé? y/ ‘;?dﬁ g
—.See continuation sheet.
—determined eligible for the
National Register
—See continuation sheet.
— determined not eligible for the
National Register
— removed from the National Register
— other (explain):
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5. Classification

Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box) (Do not include previously listed resources)
X private X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
— public-local — district 1 buildings
— public-State __site sites
— public-Federal _ structure structures
— Object objects
1 0 Total
Name of related multiple property listing Number of contributing resources previously listed
(Enter “N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.) in the National Register
N/A (0]

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Category: Commerce/Trade Subcategory: General Store
Commerce/Trade Department Store

Current Functions
(Enter caregories from instructions)

Category: Workin Progress Subcategory:

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials

(Enter categories from instructions) (Enter categories from instructions)

Late Victorian foundation  _Brick
walls Brick
roof Synthetics
other

Narrative Description
(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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The Stradley and Barr Dry Goods Store, at 14 South Main Street, Greenville, was built ca. 1898 and
is an excellent example of Romanesque Revival commercial architecture of the period.

The store is a three-story-with-basement brick building situated on a small city lot in the South Main
Street commercial corridor that emerged as the heart of downtown Greenville’s business district in
the late and early twentieth centuries.

This building features many architectural elements and details typical of the Romanesque Revival
style. Among the most notable are its prominent elongated windows lined and arched on the second
and third floors; they are deeply recessed into the masonry walls with the selective use of stone
cushion capitals between the fenestration. The second floor windows are capped with granite flat
arches, while the third floor windows feature ashlar round arches. Granite lintels and patterned
brickwork further accent these windows. Belt courses emphasize the division of the upper floors.
The top of the building has a distinctive stone and masonry parapet with dentils and the original
flagstaff. Beneath the parapet and running the entire length of the facade are small inset stone
arches and Doric columns accenting the building’s handsome exterior. The original storefront
consisted of prominent squared-stone masonry; it was removed ca. 1958 when The Dollar Stone
moved into the building and replaced the original storefront with a more modern glass and metal
storefront.

There is some minimal evidence remaining of an earlier and smaller building on this lot—the T.W.
Davis Dry Goods Store—which was acquired by George T. Barr and C.D. Stradley in 1882 or 1883
when they founded their dry goods business. Ghost lines of an earlier roof and parapet and a
different type of brick from the present building remain, though the T.W. Davis Dry Goods Store was
essentially demolished when the Stradley and Barr Dry Goods Store was built ca. 1898. The
Sanborn Fire Insurance Company maps for Greenville in 1884, 1888, and 1893 show the ca. 1883
building which was the first location of Stradley and Barr Dry Goods, and the 1898 Sanborn Fire
Insurance Company map shows the present building. An adjacent lot was acquired from Henry
Shumate and this building was constructed at a cost of $11,000.00 on the lots formerly owned by
T.W. Davis and Henry Shumate. According to George T. Barr, he designed the building himself.'

The interior of the building is characterized by exposed masonry walls, pressed-metal ceilings, and
turned load-bearing columns. The second and third floor windows on the south elevation were filled
in with brick at an undetermined date. Hardwood floors with 2 ¥2"-wide boards, of an undetermined
date, are on the first and second floors; older hardwood floors with random-width boards are on the
third floor. 12”-high baseboard molding is present on all three floors. The pressed-metal ceilings are
largely intact; ceilings are 12’ high. The original 12” egg-and-dart metal cornice is also largely intact
throughout the building.

' Frank Barnes, The Greenville Story (Greenville, S.C.: By the Author, 1956), pp. 211-12.
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Retaining original features while accommodating modern uses was the focus of the most recent
rehabilitation, completed in March 2005.

STOREFRONT

The new storefront design was based on historic photos from the 1910s and 1930s. These photos
did not provide detailed photographs of the original storefront, but provided basic design cues for
recreating the storefront. The original storefront had three equally sized bays. This overall
arrangement was recreated within the new storefront. The center and left bay of the storefront
provide direct access to retail stores while the right bay provides access to a hallway leading to office
spaces and the elevator to reach the different floors. The most prominent design features are the
four granite storefront piers that divide the three bays. The design of the stone piers was taken from
the historic photos. Other design features of the original storefront include transom windows,
although the new windows are inoperable. Another feature taken from the original was the storefront
cornice/sign board, which is now completed in copper with nine gooseneck lights lighting the
storefronts. Signage for each business is located below the storefront cornice and above the
transom windows prov1d|ng for a clean and organized traditional 19" century storefront. Some final
details that follow late 19™ century storefront design are entrance doors with large single panes of
glass and geometric shaped terrazzo tiles covering the doorway and first few feet of the sales floor.
The new storefront combines known design elements of the original storefront with traditional
elements of 19" century storefronts to create a more fitting storefront and sidewalk appearance to
such a prominent building.

BASEMENT

Originally the basement housed a second sales floor for the dry goods store. Therefore the
basement had an open floor plan and was connected to the first floor sales floor by stairs. Both of
these features have been retained as part of the most recent rehabilitation. The double staircase
was restored and allows individuals to enter the chiropractic office in the basement from the first floor
and vice versa. The open floor plan was maintained with the use of temporary screens that divide
the space into treatment areas for patients. A final defining feature of the basement that was
restored is the original pressed tin ceiling. The ceiling tiles run the entire length of the basement area
including the center support beam, which is supported by original wooden columns.
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FIRST FLOOR

The first floor was the main sales floor and remains the primary retail space facing the sidewalk and
Main Street. The first floor was divided into two retail spaces, which front the sidewalk and several
smaller retail and office spaces located to the rear of the first floor. The two retail spaces that front
the sidewalk occupies the storefront bays to the right while the left most bay provides access to a
hallway that leads to the smaller retail and office spaces in the middle and rear of the first floor.

Although subdivided into smaller spaces the first floor retains its open floor plan and numerous
original features. First and foremost the original ceiling heights, support columns, hardwood floors
and pressed tin ceiling tiles were retained throughout the first floor. Using exposed ductwork and
suspending new lights from the ceiling maintained the ceiling height. The feel of the original floor
plan was maintained by minimizing the number of full height walls used to develop lease spaces.

The first floor retail spaces, fronting the sidewalk, received treatments similar to the basement. As
mentioned above the double staircase that leads from the first floor to the basement was restored.
New features introduced in these spaces focused on the storefront area where hexagonal shaped
terrazzo tiles were used at the entrance and within the first couple of feet within the space. Other

new features included the above mentioned exposed ductwork and suspended lighting.

The third bay, to the right, of the storefront provides access to the smaller retail and office spaces.
This entrance was given the same treatment as the other two. It has transom windows, glass inset
door and hexagonal terrazzo tiles as floor covering. After entering this hallway the tile floor ends and
the original hardwood floor begins. An exposed brick wall is to the right and a new wall is to the left,
to define the larger retail spaces and the hallway. The hallway curves halfway to bend around the
elevator, which is in its original location. After the curve glass inset doors are located on both sides
of the hallway, which allow access to the various retail and office spaces. The hallway ends at a
large open area that was originally an alleyway but had been enclosed at sometime prior to this
rehabilitation. The open area or commons allows a view of the rear of the building that remains
uncovered.

SECOND FLOOR

Although the original uses of the second floor are unknown the new uses fit within the floor plan while
minimizing their visual impact. The entirety of the second floor is office space and is occupied by one
tenant. Much like the first floor many original features remained on the second floor. These included
the hardwood floors, wooden support columns and pressed tin ceiling tiles. A unique architectural
feature that was restored is the original elevator door surround, which is flanked by simple pilasters
and topped by a classical cornice. In order to maintain the feel of the open floor plan metal and glass
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office walls were installed. These walls do not extend all the way to the ceiling and are completely
glass on the front wall, thereby allowing a clear view of the original wall and evidence of the entire
width of the space.

THIRD FLOOR

Of the entire building the third floor retained the least amount of original materials, as compared to
the lower floors, however original elements are clearly visible. The original use of the third floor is
presumed to have been storage, therefore providing an open floor plan with support columns running
along the center of the space. Although the layout is similar to the lower floors, the roofline provides
a sloping ceiling from front to back. As part of the most recent rehabilitation the third floor has been
converted into a single residential unit. Although converted to a new use the original wooden
columns, random width hardwood floors and baseboard moldings remain in the third floor.
Additionally, the original tongue and groove ceiling boards were uncovered and restored.

The third floor was laid out as follows to accommodate a residence and maintain the open floor plan
of the original use. The elevator is located at the back rear corner. From the elevator there is a large
open space. To the immediate left is a wall for a bedroom. Just past the end of the wall is a large
open hallway that leads to the living/kitchen area. To the right of the elevator is a small hallway that
was created to house three small storage and utility rooms. Directly in front of the elevator is a small
sitting room that opens on to the open space and hallway. At the turn of the hallway the front wall of
the building can be seen. The original wooden columns support the roof while the random width
hardwood floors remain throughout the floor. To the left of the hallway is a bedroom that was created
by constructing three walls against an original exposed brick wall. To the right of the hallway is a
second bedroom, which is smaller, but created in the same manner as the other bedroom. The
second bedroom also contains an exposed brick wall as well as metal utility pipes. Nearing the living
area/kitchen two new staircases are located to the right. The first faces the rear of the building and
leads up to the newly constructed roof top terrace. The second stair faces the front of the building
and leads to a small loft area/office space.

The living area/kitchen extends from the left side of the building to the new wall within the living that
holds the new fireplace and flue. Although a new wall was constructed to delineate the living area
and a small office space the wall does not extend to the ceiling and to the front wall. By not
extending the wall vertically and horizontally the open floor plan and full height ceiling remains intact
as well as a full view of the front wall of the building. There are six large-scale double hung windows
placed symmetrically across the front elevation, on the third floor, and all are still visible due to the
shortened wall. Other details of the living area that also extend to other areas of the residence are
exposed ductwork and suspended lighting. Another architectural detail that was uncovered during
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the rehabilitation was a pair of square windows located at the very top of the front wall. Since it was
unknown what the original windows looked like the decision was made to place stained glass within
the window frames.

The final part of the third floor rehabilitation is the construction of the rooftop terrace. The roof of the
building slopes from front to back and has a parapet on the front elevation. These features allowed
the rooftop terrace to be hidden from sight, so that it did not change the appearance of the overall
building. The rooftop terrace was placed in the center of the roof. It is set back from the front and
rear elevations as well as both side elevations. The terrace was constructed from a synthetic wood
product in a light grey color to assist it blending in with roof and not affect the architectural integrity of
the building.

CONCLUSION

The former Stradley and Barr Dry Goods Store stands as one of Greenville’s finest example of late
nineteenth century commercial architecture. Fortunately it retains much of its original integrity of
design, especially with its original hardwood floors, pressed tin ceilings and wooden columns. As
important as having these architectural details is maintaining them even though the building is being
adaptively reused. The retention of these details and the open floor plan of each floor provides an
individual with an experience of how the Stradley and Barr Dry Goods Store was in the late
nineteenth century.
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8. Statement of Signiﬁcance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x" in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property for National Register listing)

— A Property is associated with events that have made a significant contribution to the broad patterns of our history.

— B Property is associated with the lives of persons significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics of a type, period,or method of construction or represents the work
of a master, or possesses high artistic values, or represents a significant and distinguishable entity whose
components lack individual distinction.

— D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "X" in all the boxes that apply.)

— a owned by a religious institution or used for religious purposes.

— b removed from its original location.

— ¢ abirthplace or a grave.

—d acemetery.

— e areconstructed building, object,or structure.

— f acommemorative property.

— g less than 50 years of age or achieved significance within the past 50 years.

Areas of Significance Period of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions) —C€a. 1898
Architecture

Significant Dates

—ca, 1808
Significant Person Cultural Affiliation
(Compilete if Criterion B is marked above) —N/A

Architect/Builder

Rarr G T (ariginal co- | designer)

Narrative Statement of Significance
Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliograghical References

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS): Primary location of additional data:

— preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) has been X_ State Historic Preservation Office
requested. __Other State agency

_previously listed in the National Register _ Federal agency

— previously determined eligible by the National Register — Local government

— designated a National Historic Landmark — University

— recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey # ____ — Other

— recorded by Historic American Engineering Record # __ Name of repository:

SC I { Archives & Hi
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The Stradley and Barr Dry Goods Store is eligible for listing in the National Register of Historic Places
under Criterion C as an excellent and largely intact example of late nineteenth century Romanesque
Revival commercial architecture. It is also significant for its role in the development and evolution of
the South Main Street business district in Greenville from the late nineteenth through the mid
twentieth centuries.

Built ca. 1898, this building possesses numerous architectural features typical of the Romanesque
Revival style and was one of downtown Greenville’s most prominent commercial buildings when
completed.

As Greenville’s economy expanded in the post-Civil War era, the South Main Street corridor became
the heart of the city’s business district, including grocery stores, tobacco shops, banks, drug stores,
bookstores, clothiers, and hotels.? By 1876, downtown Greenville boasted thirty dry goods stores,
demonstrating their viability. In 1882 George T. Barr and C.D. Stradley, clerks at the T.W. Davis Dry
Goods Store, acquired Davis’s business and lot upon Davis’s retirement (Barr was Davis’s nephew
by marriage), opening Stradley and Barr Dry Goods Store.® After they acquired an adjacent lot from
Henry Shumate, they demolished the T.W. Davis Dry Goods Store and built this building at a cost of
$11,000.00 ca. 1898.

Stradley and Barr Dry Goods Store was one of Greenville’s most successful downtown stores in the
late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries. A large ad in the 1883-1884 Greenville City and
County Directory promoted “Staple and Fancy Goods, Notions, Novelties, Etc.”* In 1898, after the
U.S.S. Maine sank in Havana Harbor, leading to the Spanish-American War, Stradley and Barr ran
an ad in the Greenville Mountaineer proclaiming, “The Maine has blown up, but not our prices.”5

This building housed the Stradley and Barr Dry Goods Store until 1919 when it became home to
Efird's Department Store. By that time George T. Barr and C.D. Stradley had dissolved their
partnership, and Stradley had opened another dry goods store in Greenville at the corner of South
Main Street and Coffee Street. Barr retired to Orlando, Florida, and later recalled in an interview with
one of his former employees that he made more moneey on the sale of his building at 14 South Main
Street than he did in his thirty years of merchandising.

2 Edwards-Pitman Environmental, Inc., City of Greenville, South Carolina, Architectural Inventory (Raleigh, N.C., May
2003), p. 24.

% Barnes, p. 211.

* Greenville City Directory, 1883-1884 (Atlanta: Interstate Directory Company, 1884), p. 58.

% Henry Bacon McKoy, Greenville, S.C. as Seen through the Eyes of Henry Bacon McKoy (Greenville, S.C.: Greenville
County Historical Society, 1989), p. 32.

® Barnes, p. 212.
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The former store entered a new era in 1919 as Efird’s Department Store. Efird’s was a well-
established and successful retailer in Greenville and their new location at 14 South Main Street gave
them a strategic location in the middle of Greenville’s most desirable retail corridor. Adjacent on the
north side of Efird’s was one of Greenville’s finest shoe stores, Patton, Tilman and Bruce Shoe Store,
and across the street at the intersection of South Main Street and Washington Street was the
distinctive 1910 Cleveland Building which housed the Kress 5-10-25 Cent Store.'® The Patton,
Tilmon and Bruce Shoe Store would later become Hale’s Jewelers, another well-known Greenville
retail establlshment ! Efird’s remained at this location until 1958 when the building was sold to The
Dollar Store.'? This coincided with Greenville’s suburban growth and a gradual decline of Main Street
retail establishments as suburban shopping centers gained popularity. The building’s storefront was
altered at this time with the removal of the prominent stone storefront. A contemporary glass and
metal storefront was added and new awnings replaced the Efird’s awnings. The fagcade was painted
white, obscuring the distinctive masonry and stone detailing. In 1989, the building was rehabilitated in
anticipation of the adaptive use into office space and was honored by the Greenville Board of
Realtors Rehabilitation Award. The 1989 rehabilitation was largely cosmetic except for tenant upfit
whereas offices were added and upgraded electrical, mechanical and plumbing systems replaced the
older systems. The building fagade was painted a rose color scheme more closely resembling the
original appearance of the Stradley and Barr Dry Goods Store. By 1991, Belk Corporation owned and
occupied the building as a regional administrative office. In 2003, the building was acquired by 14
South Main Street, LLC. Plans are underway for its rehabilitation as a mixed-use development with
retail, office and residential uses.

. Jeffrey R. Willis, Remembering Greenville (Greenville, S.C.: Greenville County Historical Society, 2003), pp. 33-34.
Ibid.
'2 City Directory of Greenville 1958-1959 (Atlanta: Interstate Directory Co., 1958), p. 86.
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property ___Less than one acre

UTM References

(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet)

Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
1 17 372069 3857113 3
2 4

——See continuation sheet.

Verbal Boundary Description (Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)
Boundary Justification (Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitte ______Rabert Benedict, with the assistance of Kevin Chastine and Rick Owens

organization ___Palmetto Preservation Works date _23 May 2008
street & number _411 Hampton Avenue telephone __(864) 420-1677
city or town ___Greenville state __S.C zip code _29601

Additional Documentation

Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.

A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner

{Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name 14 South Main Street, LLC

street & number. P.O. Box 8392 telephone _(864) 505-2555
city or town Greenville state _S.C zip code 29601

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended(16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.). Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting
burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and
completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services
Division, National Park Service, P.0. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions
Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Verbal Boundary Description

The boundary of the nominated property is shown on the accompanying Greenville County Plat Map,
drawn at a scale of 1" = 20'.

Boundary Justification

The nominated property is restricted to the historic building at 14 South Main Street and the city lot
on which it is located.
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The following information is the same for each of the photographs:
Name of Property: Stradley and Barr Dry Goods Store
Location of Property: 14 South Main Street, Greenville
Greenville County, South Carolina
Historic Photographs, Photographer Unknown
1. 1914 view of South Main Street, courtesy of the Coxe Collection, Greenville County Historical Society
2, Ca. 1920 view of Efird’s Department Store (formerly Stradley and Barr Dry Goods Store), courtesy of
the Coxe Collection, Greenville County Historical Society

Pre-Rehabilitation Photographs

Name of Photographer: Robert C. Benedict

Date of Photographs: December 2003

Location of Original Negatives: S.C. Department of Archives and History, Columbia
3 Facade

4 Facade and streetscape

5. Facade

6. Facade, second and third floors

7 Facade and first floor storefront

8 Third floor interior

9 Third floor arched windows, granite lintels, and masonry details

16. Third floor windows
11. Third floor, ghost line of earlier roof with party wall on North side
12. Third floor exposed masonry wall with party wall on North side

Post-Rehabilitation Photographs

Name of Photographer: Kevin Chastine
Date of Photographs: August 2007
Location of Original Digital
Images: S.C. Department of Archives and History, Columbia

13. Storefront

14, First floor, original pressed tin ceiling

15. Second floor, open floor plan, original pressed tin ceiling and wooden columns
16. Second floor, original wooden columns

17. Second floor, original pressed tin ceiling
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18. Third floor, ghost line of former roof

19. Third floor, ghost line of former roof, continued

20. Third floor, Main Street elevation (Interior)

21. Third floor, post rehabilitation

22, Third floor, rooftop deck

23. Basement, original stair

24, Basement, original stair to first floor

25. Basement, original pressed tin ceiling and first floor column and stair
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14 South Main Street: First Floor




14 South Main Street: Second Floor
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14 South Main Street: Third Floor
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