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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Smyth Tower, a granite and stone landmark, was built in 1888 in an
exact replica of a famous Scottish Lookout and remains today as it was
originally. It is forty (40) feet high and has an inside diameter of
twenty-four (24) feet, with an outside diameter of twenty-eight (28)
feet. The walls are two (2) feet in thickness. It consists of an eight
(8) foot basement, a first, second and third floor and a parapet. It
was built by local workmen with materials obtained in the vicinity.
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\Qikiﬁg‘rd§5;% s tower was erected in 1888 by N. H. Governcr Frederick Smyth who

rom 1865 to 1867. He owned the land on which the Veterans Adminis-
tration Hospital stands today and had the tower built in the park to relax
on weekends and to commemorate the purchase of the first real estate that
he owned in Manchester. He had seen the original lockout while traveling
in Scotland and England. Since his mansion '"The Willows" which was built
in 1872 on the bluff overlooking the Amoskeag Falls has been torn dowvn for
some years now and the Smyth Block on Elm Street was demolished two years
ago to erect the New Hampshire Plaza, this is the last remaining structure
which he owned. His estate still owns the 15 acres of land across the
road from the hospital

The Governor was very concerned with the returning veterans from the Civil
Var, working constantly to get the N. H. wounded transferred baclk to the
Granite State. There were several wooden buildings located on Elm Street
where the Brookside Congregational Church is now located which were used
as a hospital for local soldiers. 1In 1866, Governor Smyth was appointed
by the government as one of six managers for National Soldiers' Hemes and
was reappointed again in 13872. Detween June, 1865 and June, 1866, he
authorized New Hampshire cities and towns to raise monuments to the Civil
ar dead, to mark the graves of dead soldiers and to observe Mav 30th as

a legal holiday. Governcr Smyth also founded the State Agricultural Col-
lege, which later became the University of New Hampshire and the 'House of
Reformation for Juvenile Offenders" which became our present Industrial
School.

The Works Progress Administraticn (UPA) repaired the tcver beg1qn1nw in
Hovember of 1938 and completing it on June 15, 1939, The City of Manches-
ter accepted the tower as a gift from Governor Smyth's widow, MNrs. larion
C. Smyth, and in September of 1939, it was dedicated by the Manchester
Radie Club, a group of amateur radio operators. When World Var I1 came,
it was used by the Civil Defense System of Manchester. After the war, the
Smyth Estate donated the land to the U. S. Government for the construction
of a hospital. The tower was used by the resident engineers as an office
during the course of constructicn. After completion of the hospital, the
Flans called for demolition of the tower and the leveling of the ground
around it. The crane was already in position to batter down the landmark
with the steel ball when several friends of Gevernor Smyth's widow, accom-
panied by her attorney, arrived on the scene to request the Engineer-In-
Charge teo spare the tower for sentimental reascns. The Boston office of
the Veterans Administration, and the Washington Office, were contracte--all
in the same afternoon. The decision was made to spare the tower and it
still stands today.
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Smyth Tower Manchester, Hillsborough County, New Hampshire Attachment
nMA]OR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
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ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY __a@pprox. 1/2 acre
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION o

Located to the west of main hospital building within the grounds of
the Manchester VA Hospital at 718 Smyth Road.
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