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ESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

On a bluff above the Ashley River Henry Middleton constructed his 
house and developed its spacious gardens.

Original house description - three stories with attic and "basement, 
two story flankers added 1755.

Duke de la Rockefoucault-Liancourt's description fjromis 1798 visit - 
"...esteemed the most "beautiful house in this part of the country. The 
out-buildings, such as kitchen, wash-house, and offices, are very capacious. 
The ensemble of the "buildings calls to recollection the ancient English 
country-seats. 11 1

Description of present house (south flanker) - Adapted English 
country Tudor style with strong Dutch influence. House is of "brick 
with a central pavilion three "bays wide. The end walls and pavilion 
possess a handsome Jacobean gable. Central door with crowning fanlight 
is covered by a hood supported by consoles. Hood and gable details are 
the same. Sash windows with architrave and paneled shutters are surmounted 
by cambered brick arches. Clustered inside chimneys with A-shaped covering, 
louvered recessment in gable pavilion.
 ~ Present environment - House faces moulded terraces descending to 
two butterfly lakes and is surrounded by several other lakes, the Middleton 
tomb, marble statuary imported from Europe, old rice mill, many native 
and imported trees, shrubs, flowers and evergreens, ancient moss-bearded 
live-oaks, and walks.

In 1970 the reconstructed plantation stableyards complete with a 
large horse barn, blacksmith shop, implement sheds, garage, and servant's 
quarters were opened to the public.
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1. "Middleton Place", South Carolina Historical and Genealogical 
Magazine, Vol. 20 (1919), 115-122.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

*4V vYa,.4JcL vr*\
Gardens are the nation's oldest extant landscaped 

rank among the largest and most important in tRe worlo^ 
America's oldest and largest camellias, planted about l? 
Botanist Andre Michaux. They were the first camellias tamgnt to'
-the United States.

Henry Middleton "built his main house ca. l?4l, north and south 
flankers constructed 1755 from "brick made on plantation. Estate passed 
on to his son Arthur, to his son Henry, to his son William and to 
his daughter Elizabeth. 3y her will the plantation in twentieth 
century passed to J.J. Pringle Smith, a direct descendant of the first 
Henry Middleton.

The gardens and "buildings were pillaged during the revolution. 
In !8£5JQniQri forces "burned the house, destroyed the garden statuary 
and looted the family tomb. During the following fifty years everything 
suffered from neglect and overgrowth. The remaining gutted walls of 
main house and north wing were felled by the 1886 earthquake. The 
south wing had been roofed over and survived*

In 1916 Mr. and Mrs. J.J. Pringle Smith undertook what was to become 
several Decades of gradual restoration and further development of the 
gardens.

The significance of Middleton Place is farther enhanced through 
its historic owners. The first Henry Middleton, President of the First 
Continental Congress and responsible for original concept of gardens, 
resigned membership on His Majesty's Council to head the opposition to 
British policy. Thus his plantation was used as a meeting place for 
freedom seeking Southern leaders. Arthur Middleton signed the Declaration 
of Independence. William Middleten , signer of the Ordinance of Secession 
used house for a political and military center during Civil War.

Terms of British surrender and withdrawal were accepted at Middleton
-tj.8.ce in ifoi.

Agriculture and Commerce: Important as a headquarters for a net­ 
work of family plantations producing rice, indigo, cotton and timber. 
Nineteenth century saw extensive phosphate mining. Timber is chief 
agricultural crop forthe 20th century.
^ /r! ^ A^hitecture: Remaining south wing (1755) is fine example 
of adapted English country Tudor with strong Dutch influence. Houses 
extensive library, collections of paintings (some by Gerard, Corot,

Middleton » Alice R. Huger Smith), rare silver, china, and
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8. Significance (Continued)

Education: Spring House used in 18th century as Sunday School for slav 
Today Middleton Place used "by students of landscape architecture as well as 
by students of 18th and 19th century plantation life.
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