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7.ARCHITECTURAL CLASSIFICATION (cont.)
LATE 197 AND 20™ CENTURY REVIVALS: Colonid Reviva

Summary Paragreph

The Wright Memoria Library isasingle-story brick library conssting of aformal Italian Renaissance Reviva
(with dements of Colonia Revival) origina building that faces St. George Street, and aModem style addition
to the rear that faces the 9de (westem) parking lot. Situated on abroadly sweeping lawn and surrounded by
mature trees and bughes, the library hes aformal pedestrian entry walk flanked by low box hedges and eight
decorative lamppogs The origina building has a prominent square centra pavilion with a copper-covered
dome and apedimented portico, and two flanking hip-roofed sde wings defined by quoined comers and end
chimneys. Dominating the flat-roofed Modem addition to the reer is abroad cantilevered roof that sheters
projecting rectangular bays, and a compact sepped-back two-story southern end wing. The interior of the
original building hes acoffered centra domed rotunda and barrdl-vaulted sde wings, including areading room
with an daborately decorated formal fireplace mantd wall. The addition has alarge centrd areawith a
clerestory, alow-cellinged two-story split-level end wing, and afull basement that connects with thefidl
basamant of the original wing. Ovraed by the Town of Duxbury, the building is Stuated on agently doping .69-
acre dte in Millbrook, amedium-dengty neighborhood of resdences interspersed with commercid and civic
smctures on broad lawns. Except for the addition, Wright Memoria Library islittle dtered snce itsperiod of
sgnificance. Wright Memorial Library is generdly in good condition and has historic integrity in terms of
setting, design, materids, workmanship, feeling, and association.

Setting

The setting of the Wright Memoria Library isacombination of resdentiad street and municipal ingtitutional
campus For a leest two centuries, St. George Street (known as Harmony Stret before 1888) hes sarved as an
Important transportation corridor linking the mainland with the northem edge of coagtd Duxbury Village and
the Powder Point peninsula. With itsbranch a Alden Stregt, St. George Street isthe only road from the shore to
the mainland between the Duxbury Marshes and the Duck Hill River to the north and the marshesof the
Bluefish River to the south. Within view of the library on St. George Strest are a number of primarily 19"
century houses, including four acrassthe dreet to the northwest, and one on the south sde of the dtreet to the
eed (beyond the schoal driveway), which characterize this as originally alinear resdentia corridor. On the
northem sde of . George Stret, a the heed of Alden Stredt, is 178 &t. George Street, a 5-bay Itdianae-style
house with rear additionsthat became the first Duxbury FreeLibrary while onitsorigina ste (where the
Wright Memoria Library stands today). Moved down the street to this second gite, this Itdianate-style house
continued to house town offices until 1975, when they were consolidated a& Tremont Street. Today the building
srvesacombination of uses private office and residential. Moving eestward, the next house (170 S. George
Street) isst far back onitslot, with aoocess off Fine Hill Avenue. Eagt of PineHill Avenue are two more
resdenceson the same parcel, aca 1935 brick bungdow (164 S. Georges MHC #312), and the dtered 190
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century Cushman House (156 &. George S.; MHC #313); directly eedt of them isthe driveway to the former
Wright Edtate (razed, athough its sone gate blocks still remain in place, and ae partially visible inthe comer
of Photograph #1), now serving the Ellison Building (Duxbury High School). This driveway entranceis
directly across S. George Street from the front walk of the Wright Memorid Library. Further eest on the
outheest comer of the schooal 1ot is a2004 historical marker for "Philip Delano (1602-1681)." Sponsored by the
Ddano Kindred Inc., it reeds" Site of land granted to Philip in 1637 by the Plymouth Colony Court. Bomin
Leiden, a Huguenat, he came to the Plymouth Colony on the 'Fortune’ in 1621. A Purcheser, he hdped repay
the Colony's delats to English merchants. Well respected, he became a freeman. The Ddano Family in America
descendsfromhim.” Across . George Street fromthe Ddano dgn is 125 . George Streat (MHC #134), a 2-
story, 5-bay brick housewith end chimneys. Known as the George B. Winsow House (1828), this building
marksthe northwestem edge of the Old Shipbuilders National Regigter District. Moving westward from the
George Window House, a drainage ditch, lavra, and school driveway separatethe resdence fromthe Wright
Memoria Library. The lawn and driveway are school property; thusthe Wright Memorial Library is not
directly contiguousto the National Register District.

Much of this neighborhood was part of the Wright estate, which was converted primarily to municipa and
educationd usss inthe 20* century. Directly across &. George Street from the Wright Memorial Library to the
north, on the Ste of the former Wright house comple, is the Eben Howes Ellison Building, the main building
of the current Duxbury High School (1974). Directly acrossadriveway to the southeedt of the library, the
building complex of the Duxbury Middle School and Duxbury Elementary (1948, 1959, 1967, and later)
continues southwestward in abroad arc, with parking and recreationd fields directly south of the library. At the
end of thisarc isthe first Duxbury High School (1927), which after various other educationd uses (last as the
Upper Alden School) was renovated as the (third) Duxbury FreeLibrary, opening in 1996. Other neighborhood
civic uses continue southwestward along Alden Stredt, including the John Alden House Museum (privately
owned, but opento the public) and the Duxbury Art Complex. Back a the comer of Alden Strest and S
George K., directly west of the parking lot on the west Sde of the Wright Memorial Library, isthe town-owned
Percy L. Wdker Swimming Pool (1974). It replaced the early 19* century Captain Henry P. Packard residence,
which served as town offices and the Duxbury police station from 1936 until its demolition.

Exterior: 1909 Building

The origina Italian Renaissance Reviva (with strong dements of Colonia Revival) brick building of the
Wright Memorid Library, desgned by Boston architect Joseph Everett Chandler, was completed and dedicated
in 1909. Built on araised basament, this highly symmetrical building isatall single story (Photograph #1). In
massing, its 86-foot long front elevation congsts of a central squeare pavilion topped by a dome, flanked by two
long sdewings. Inplan it isamodified Gresk crosswith a strong cross-axia organization; the two axes medt in
the centrd rotunda. The strong axis of the two narrow (only 20 ft. wide) Sdewings crossesa circulation axis
formed by the narrow pedimented front portico and the wider rear extension, which originally terminated ina

(continued)



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Wright Memoria Library
Section number 7 Page 3 Duxbury (Plymouth), MA

bow window. The center bays of this bow window are now engaged in alater addition. The original building
hes a saven-bay front (north) fafade, unfenestrated sde faBades, and two window bays on each end of the south
faBade that flank the centrd rear pavilion, now the link between the buildings (Photograph #7). The foundation
of the origina building is poured concrete faced with light gray Indianalimestone and topped with a gonewater
table. Thewalls are red brick, st in Hemish bond of dtemating heeders and dretchers, with gone quoins a the
comers, and adightly overhanging sone entablature that supports the eavetroughs. Slightly lower in height
than the central pavilion, the low-pitched hipped roofs of the wingsare covered with copper sheeting and
terminate in large rectangular end chimneys with gone cgps Atop the square center pavilion is an octagond
base, which isin tum topped by the rotunda dome, both copper-covered. The edge of the octagond bese and the
dome's centrd oculus are both studded with a spiky ring of anthemion-shgped antefixae (See Photograph #9).
Neither the origina building nor its addition gppears to have aformal cornerstone.

In the middle of the front (north) faade, projecting northward from the centra square pavilion, isthe dightly
narrower two-part entry pavilion. The brick rear enclosad part of this pavilion provides an entry vestibulefor
the library, while the open front projects forward as aportico. The front entry gable has atriangular pediment
supported by pairs of 1onic columns—notfluted—oneither sde (four columnstotal). The columns gand on
uare gone bases and each pair of columnsis supported on agone pier, with the sone front seps descending
between the piers. Carved in the frieze below the projecting pediment soffitisthe legend "1890 DVXBVRY
FREE LIBRARY 1909." The ceiling of the portico is sonework, a soffit of square coffered pands. The north
faBade of the pavilion wall is coursed ashlar limestone bordered by rectangular sone pilasters. Also coursed
ashlar are the front door surround and its projecting hood, which is supported by scroll brackets. Unfigured flat
disk rosettes sud the architrave trim around the recessed doorway. A fixed transom tops the large Single-
panded door, and the doorway still has itsorigina wooden exterior screen door (screening missing). A raised
done pand in the frieze above the doorway carries the inscribed legend "MEMORIAL." A broad flight of eight
done gepsleads dovrafrom the front portico to the wide front sdewalk, the lower gegpsforming awide gpron.
Four short eectrica lampposts border the front sdewak, and two more are being swallowed up by the
overgrown bushes on either Sde of the front faBade (for atotal of eight) (See Photograph #11). These
lampposts gppear to be old, athough they do not gpopear in a 1937 photograph of the building (See Figure 5). A
contemporary metd railing goes up the center of the daircase. Across the lawnfi-omthe Wright Memoridl
Library, but still onitslot, apost-and-double-rail "Westem™ style fence lines both adesof the front driveway,
and autility pole in the northwest comer of the lot carries eight strandsof cable acrassthe utility corridor a the
northem edge of the lot. [For the purposesof this nomination, the eight lampposts are counted as one
contributing object. The Western-style fence is one non-contributing object.]

The front door and the first-floor windows of the original building all have thermae-derived decorative wooden
transoms of square pands. three pands above the front door and paired pand s above the windows. The agterisk-
dhapad central design on each of these pands areates eight triangular lightsin each pand (Sse Photograph
#10). The large ground floor windows themsdves are all plate glass. The windows are double hung: the

(continued)
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transoms can drop down dlightly, and the plate-glass bottom windows raise dightly. The eared Sonewindow
surrounds have amolded edge and wide blank architraves, while the sills rest on sone blocks perched onthe
donewatertable. A short metd grillwork with Gregk key upper and lower borders protects the bottom of eech
window (roughly the opening crested when the plate glasswindows are raised fiill height). The short basament
windows (9de and rear facades only) are 1/1 contemporary double hung windows, the openings completely
covered with metd grillwork of interlocking parabolic curves. The grillwork is missing from the windowsin the
west wing, and the northem window on the west wall hes been removed for an air conditioner. Fieces of
surviving grillwork remain in the fumace room, either from the west wing or the rear extenson. Square meta
downspouts mn from the soffits down to splashblocks a the building comers.

Exterior: 1967-69 Addition

Although dightly larger than the origina building, the Modem rear addition is connected to the original only
through the center baysof the rear pavilion, and itsdesgn is otherwise as respectfiil as possble of the origind
in height, width, and materids (Photograph #2). Theflat-roofedModem-style addition is generdly asingle
dory rectangle with apop-up centra clerestory. Itsmogt distinctive characteridtic is a cantilevered projecting
roof, with abroad unfigured entablature, sheltering projecting rectengular bays and dcoves. In massing, the
northem quarter of the addition where it connects to the rear wing of the original building isthe narrowes,
primarily acirculation areawith broad outsde darcase landings, lit by glasswalls. South of that, the wider
middle half of the addition hes araised rectangular heedhouse allowing for aclerestory. Thisrectangular
headhouse, open only to the north and otherwise sheathed in metal, gopearsto echo thetall octagond collar
around the base of the dome. The southem quarter of the rear addition is a sepped-back two-story wing. The
ghort ground gory of thiswing (desgned as the children's library) isa aleved intermediate between the
basement and first fioor of the rest of the wing, while the much-smaler upper story "mezzanine”' leve
(designed asthe loca history room) istucked below the clerestory extension. The concrete block and poured
concrete foundation of the addition supports asted and concrete frame faced with red brick. The brick in the
addition is st in plain atemating Sretcher courses, thus differentiating it from the FHemish bond brickwork of
the original building. The addition, while thoroughly Modern in its stylistic choices, displays aremarkable level
of contextualism in deference to the original building.

The eestem faBade of the addition reflects the three-part nature of the ssmcture (Photograph #3). The comer
quoins of the centra pavilion of the rear extension of the original building remain exposed, thus providing a
dear line demarcating original and addition. Thebrick wall of the addition soon gives way to aplate glasswall
surrounding plate glassdouble doors st in duminum frames. A wide overhanging cantilevered concrete porch
holds regularly spaced square light fixturesinits soffit (severd fixturesand covers missing). Smple molded
wooden railings on ged postsline the massve concrete landing, and asimilar railing goesdown the center of
the gep unit, eight treedsto the ground level. Concrete sdewdlls of the same height as the landing endosethe
Sdesof the saircase, much like the front portico of the original building. This entry was desgned to

(continued)
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accommodate children from the school across the driveway. The widest part of the faBade isthe center, where
three unfenestrated rectangular brick bays are cantilevered out from the Sde walls. A glasswall surrounds eech
projecting brick bay, consisting of a continuous plate glass clerestory above; on eech Sde of the brick bays are
fixed transoms above, operative crank-out casament windows in the middle, and hopper windows at the bottom.
The entire bay unit is protected by a cantilevered rooflinewith squarelight fixturesinits broad soffits. The
ground floor of the two-story southem end of the eestem faBade contains an emergency exit door, with no soop
or Sdewak. Pared casement windows flank this plate-glass door, one pair to the north and two pairsto the
south, as well as awall-mounted air conditioner, goparently alater addition, below these windows. The sscond
floor eest faBade is unfenestrated and blank.

The southem faBade of the building issmplein itsdesgn (Photograph #4). Onthe ground level, a broad
centra pavilion projects dightly outward from the otherwise blank wall. Thisprojecting centrd unit holdsa
continuous ribbon (eight pairs) of operable crank-out casament windows, which have intemal screens The
depped-back  second-floor mezzanine level hes an identica ribbon of eight paired casament windows, but
without the flanking blank sdewalls (due to its narrower width). On both levels, the lintels of the windows
connect directly to the wall entablature aoove.

The westem faBade of the addition became the main entry and circulation areawhen the new addition was
added to the library. Reflecting the shift in the livesof its patrons, the entire building was reoriented from
pedestrian acoess by way of the street Sdewak to commuting access by way of the parking lot. ThisfaBade is
smilar to the eestem faBade, with three definite parts (Photographs #5-8). At the lower southem end, two smdl
single casemeant windows provideair circulation (for children's library bathrooms) in an otherwise blank wall.
Directly to the northin this lower level are two paired double doorways, the first pair (disabled accessble)
opening into avestibule leading to the children's library, and the sscond pair (not disabled accessble) opening
into ahalf-flight sairway hall into the main addition. The mezzanine level faBade above isblank and
unfenestrated. The wider centra part of thiswestern faBade contains two unfenestrated rectangular brick bays
(one narrow and one wide) that are cantilevered out from the 9de walls. As on the eestem faBade, aglasswall
aurrounds eech projecting brick bay, conssting of acontinuous plate glass clerestory above, on each dde of the
brick baysare fixed transoms above, operative crank-out casament windows in the middle, and hopper windows
a the bottom. The entire bay unit is protected by a cantilevered rooflinewith squarelight fixturesin its broad
soffits. Sa dightly gpart from the building mcture, along concrete whedlchair ramp, which datesfromthe
same build as the rest of the addition, ds0 sarves to link thislower entrance with the main entrance above and to
the north. Asfor the northemmost section of this faBade, the exposed comer quoins of the rear extenson of the
origina building provide aclear line demarcating original and the addition (Photographs #7 & 9). The brick
wall of the addition soon gives way to aplate glasswall surrounding plate glass double doors st in duminum
frames. A wide overhanging cantilevered concrete porch holds regularly goeced squarelight fixturesin its

soffit. Smple molded wooden railings on sed posts line the massve concrete landing, and go down the center
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of the step unit, which descendseight treadsto the ground level. These decorative railingsdso line the Sdes of
the ggp unit and the outsde gde of the ramp. The platform hes asmall, cantilevered bal cony-like pessage
jutting from its northeest comer to aocess the book drop st into the brick wall. A 1990 addition, a narrow
freestanding aluminum-framed passage completely roofed and sded in glass, juts out onto the landing ad
provides an airlock for the outermost st of double entry doors. Next to the origina building a ground level, a
flight of seps presumably added with the addition (and a necessary reorientation of basament access), leed
down to asarvice entry in the basament of the original building, and let into the Sde of the rear pavilion.

Interior: 1909 Building

Thefloor joists and rafters of this masonry building are wood, and can be seenin the basament and in the attic.
The interior of this now-vacant building, while generdly in good shape, shows the effects of the removd of
omelibrary fixturesand later, more temporary, usesof the building. These changes meke the mogt recent
library uses of someof the rooms unclear. Despite the 1967-69 remodeling, the formal ground-floor interior
Soeces in the original building are fairly essy to understand, giventhe survival of copies of architect Josgph
Everett Chandler's original plans and the generd gae of preservation of these goaces Originally the northem
vestibule provided the main acoess to the building, opening through a sscond doorway into the main rotunda,
with the reading room to the left and the sack room to the right. Across the rotunda from the vestibule was the
rear extenson, which included the librarian's office to the west, the stairway to the basament to the eedt, and
beyond, the center ovd "tmgtees and specid sudy room.” With the exception of the latter, these Joecesare
primarily intact. The tmstees room was converted into the link with the new addition, and its three southem
windows st in abow wall became three doorways into the 1967-69 wing. On the ground floor in the original
building, the mogt significant interior details remain.

The smdl entry vedtibule retains nearly al of its important details. Around the vestibule door to the outsde, the
origina architrave desgn remains intact, a Gresk key pattern bordered with egg-and-dart molding. The massve
sngle door istopped with ahopper transom of three square, thermae-derived pand's. The doorway surround
into the rotunda a0 has an even more daborate doorframe, itslintel surmounted by alarge hooded molding
with adentiled base, which is supported just outsde the eared architrave on eech Sde by apair of large scroll
dde brackets topped with acanthus leaves. This doorway trim is repeated twice within the rotunda, in the door
to the vedtibule and the door to the rear hall (the two doorway openings into the Sde wings are large archways).
The tops of the plaster walls have a smple molded comice, which projects out severd inches into the room, & a
level saverd inches below the ceiling, dramatizing the height of the gpace. While most of the flooring dsewhere
iIsether carpeting or datetile installed for the 1967 addition, the entry vestibule still hes in place itsoriginal
mosaic tile, depicting awresath tied with aribbon and sudded with what gppeer to be tridents, possibly an
dlusion to Duxbury'snautical history. The vestibule has black marble basgboards topped with wooden
bassboards 1n addition, marble block bases, each about afoot square and six inches high, occupy thefloor in
the center of the eest and west Sde walls. According to an architectura description of the building a the time of

(continued)
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its opening, these two bases were topped by "two bronze dandards carrying asingle dectric light a the top and
sanding on acarved Caen-gone basewith a sub-base of black marble resting on the maosaic floor of the
vestibule, which has in its center alarge memoria wreath.” Of this lighting fixture, only the sub-bases remain.

The rotunda may be the least-ditered interior goace This tall square volumeis clipped a the comers, making the
room nominally octagona. The degp segmenta arches openingfi-omthe rotunda into the neighboring four
rooms each have coffered Sde pands and 5-panded soffits, each recessed pand painted blue green and filled
with araised golden sixteen-point starburst. At the top of the plaster walls, aprojecting comice, complete with
dentils and modillion blocks, obscuresthe connection of the dome to itsbase, alowing for recessed uplighting
and making it gopear dmost to float above the room. The four-sded dome is five coffered pandswideby five
pands high on each of the four Sdes, the pands narrowing condderably toward the top (Photograph #12). At
eech of the four clipped comers, a a45-degree angle, another row of pands ascends, bordered on both sdes by
ribs covered with a stylized organic guilloche, in apattem of atemating four- andfive-petal edrosettes The
beses of thexeribs are large acanthus leaves. Theseribs and pandsresolve a acircular leaf and ribbon band
that borders the recessad center oculus. The oculus lantem hes a central-gooke design and eight triangular lights.
Theflooring of the rotunda is a gonetile dating to the 1960s renovation, athough the original black marble
basghboards topped with wooden bassboards remain.

Thetwo Sde room wings, the former sack room to the west and the reading room to the eest, are anumber of
detalls in common (Photograph #13). The original woodenfl oorsremain benegth later carpeting. The origina
black marble basgboards topped with wooden bassgboards dso remain. These marble basgboardsrise up to
support the eared architraves of each of the tall windows. Each room has abarrd-vaulted ceiling, and the plaster
walls are topped with adramatically projecting comice (with dentil molding) on the three Sdesnot adjacent to
the centra rotunda. The westem stack room hed afasehalf wall added onitsinterior when it becamean art
gdlery in 1968, runningfi-omthe door to the former librarian's office along the southem wall and blocking the
middle window. Thishalf wall then tumed north and cut off the westem end of the stack room. The westem end
of the sack room, behind the gdlery half wall, wasfiartherdivided into two sgparate Sorage goaces one of
which completely covered the mantel wall of the projecting chimney stack with asheved closet. Whether that
chimney gack had amante or even afireplace, or merdy sarved the basament fiamace of the original building,
isunknown. The center window in the southem wall of this westem gack room gppears to be intact behind
loose pandsof the later gdlery halfwall; the pands gopear be easily removable. The westem wing hes ceiling
track lighting, dating from its converson to agalery. It do has abrasswallplate from this converson,
desgnating it as the Helen N. Bumpus Room, after its benefactor. The windows in both wings have brackets for
roller shedes and dowd s for tab curtains.

The reading room has an equaly high level of detail as the sack room, but its eesten mantd wall is
exceptiond. Bookcasss line the room between the windows, dthough only those on the eestemwall, besdethe

(continued)
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mantel, aso have black marble bases. However, the bookcases on the north and south walls gopear in early
photogrgphs of the reading room, and thus may be original or an early addition. To preserve formal symmetry in
this long and narrow room, the architect had installed ablind window, fitted with amirror, ina matching
window frame a the westem end of the southem wall; otherwise the window would open into the back
stairwell. The four wall sconcesand two central chanddiers that light the room have candle-like bulb supports,
according to library records, fixtures were added in 1937.

The focal point of the reading room is the eestemfireplace.Unlike the dull black marble basgboards, the
fireplace hearth and the firebox surround are a polished black marblefleckedand veined with gold and mst
colors. Thefireboxis lined with long, thin Roman bricks on itsfloor, Sdes, and back, and contains
appropriately overszed brassandirons. The andirons are unmarked. The daborate outszedfirepl acemantd,
mede of black cypress, has been painted white. It Sandsover eight feet high, is supported by two free-standing
Roman Doric columns, their bases black marble and their capitals sudded with rosettes and topped with egg-
and-dart moldings. The mantel hes five recessad pands, while the entablature bristles with triglyphs with guttae,
metopeswith atemating rosettes and wreeths, and mutules with guttee alternating with rosettes (Photograph
#14). The overmantd isdso highly decorated, its edges defined by paired fluted lonic pilasters topped with egg
and dart molding and sgparated by garlands of fmit andflowers. The centerpiece of the overmantd isalarge
brass clock with Roman numerds, surrounded by an omate garland of oak leaves and acoms, which is, intum,
framed by shocksof com. A ventilation grate Sts high above the bookshelf on the southem wall of the chimney
dack. Nearby, from two ropes, hang two thumb-sized rectangular brasspulls, marked OPEN and SHUT, for
regulating the flue.

Three rooms make up the former rear (southem) arm of the cross. The back hallway connectsthe rotunda to the
trusteesroom, and gives access to the basement gairs. It has asimple ceiling comice, but both doors have eared
architraves. The broad basement darcase desoendsin astraight flight, tums left (north) on a seriesof winders,
and descands by abrief flight to the basement halway. The staircase hes its original wide molded hand railing,
atached to the northwall. The oddly-shaped original librarian's office between the tmstee's room and the stack
room currently has asmal catering kitchen setup on itswestem wall, installed in 1968 for receptions for the
former galery space However, much of thisroom's original architecturd detail remans intact. The flat arch of
the doorway from the librarian's officeinto the sack room islined with coffered pandswith raised centers,
including the soffit. The wide architraves on both Sdesof this doorway are intact, as isthe architrave aroimd the
doorway intothe closet. Surprisingly, the insde doorway surround from the closet into the room dsohes a
formal architrave. The closet ceiling comice isintact. Later shelves have been added insde the dosat and
dsawhere, and the floor covered with linoleum squares

The former tmsteesroom is the only ground floor connection to the rear addition, and 0 was most changed in
the 1960s converson. Thiselliptical room still has intact its black cypress projecting comice (now painted

(continued)
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white), and its gently domed ceiling, dthough asignificant light fixture mentioned in early accounts hes been
replaced by track lighting. The exterior wall of the room, including the brick walls and the sonework
architraves around the three former windows, hes been presarved as an interior wall in the rear addition, the
window casaments removed and the tall windows converted into doorways. The eared interior architraves of
these three windows are 0 intact, dthough the walls between have been furred out asif they were dso gdlery
walls. Two of the three original doors of the tmstees room (to the librarian's office and to the attic closet)
remain in place, each doorway and door dightly curved to match the elliptical shgpeof the room. The doors
have sphericd brass doorknobs with teardrop keyholes and pivoting keyhole covers. The centrd door, which
leeds through the hall to the rotunda, is missing; this large curved door is sad to be in sorege. Thiscentrd
doorway istaler, hes an eared architrave, and the thermae-derived square panded transom above the door,
desgnating it as the main connection to the formal rotunda. In atriangular closet off the northeast corner of the
former tmsteesroom, a gpecid built-in ladder, itstreads dtemating wide and narrow on the left and right Sdes,
alows aooessinto an attic-like gpace. The samdll attic itself dlows aoocess to the wooden framework supporting
the domes above the round rotunda and ova tmgteesroom. The attic closet wall leading into the tmstees room
aso hes an daborate formal molded architrave onthe ingde wall, as doesthe closet in the librarian's office.

The basament of the original building, according to the Chandler plans, contained afiimaceand cod rooms
under the west wing, bathrooms under the end of the eest wing, and unassgned goece dsawhere. In the
proposed layout published in 1967, amagazine and record room, as well as awalk-in vault, were planned under
the west wing; atmgeesroom, restrooms, and custodia goeceunder the eest wing; and afumace room and
dorage under the center. This badc room configuration, with the exception of thefiimace,exids today, and the
aeais characterized by acombination of, dtemately, bare interior foundation walls (brick above poured
concrete) and exposed pipes in utilitarian areas, and inexpensive sheetrock partition walls, wood panding, and
drop ceilingsin more finished goaces (those with windows).

Interior: 1967-69 Addition
The basament of the addition was intended to hold book stacks and afew study carrels. But the published 1965
plans for the expanded library building differ in severd ways from the current building configuration,
particularly in the shift of the daircase and book eevator, projected for the center of the main room of the
addition, to its southem end, probably necesstated a time of constmction by the last-minute addition of a
seoond level to the southem wing. Secondly, the fumace and mechanica sysems, initially to be relocated to the
oval basament goece below the oval tmstees room when the addition was built, today occupy aroom built
directly to the south of this goacein the new wing, inan areaoriginally meant for sudy carrds. Both these
changesinfloor plan gopear to datefi-omconstmction of the addition. To accommodate thefiimace,flooringin
thisroom is severd feet below that of the rest of the basament. The resulting cross-section preservesthe curved
exterior foundationwall of the original building initsnorthem end. Thiswall clearly shows the four-part
foundation of the original building: concrete footings, topped with aroughfiel dstonebase, topped with severd
courses of granite foundation blocks, topped with gray Indianalimestone. South of the fumace room, the large
centra room in the basament of the addition has concrete and linoleum flooring, two rows of three ssmctura
support posts, and built-in closetsinits comers.

(continued)
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Dueto itslessened formality, more flexible planning, and construction after the period of significance, the reer
addition interiors are currently less significant than those of the origina building. However, they potentialy will
achieve sgnificance once they reach thefifty-year mark. According to the plans, the main ground floor section
of the addition held, from eest to west, areference and sudy areg, open sacks, and adivided-off staff areg,
primarily alarger workroom and smdler office for the librarian. Since these aress are primarily open and vacant
Soeces today, their most recent library usesare hard to determine. Library records indicate that usage pattems
shifted severd times during the addition's three decedes as alibrary. The central areahas ahigh ceiling, with
the centra pop-up derestory (blind on three Sdes) supported by the southern tair wall and six smdl square
smctural support pillars. Thesepillars correspond with the support pillars in the basement. The mogt significant
architectura feature of thisroom isitsview of the original building's dome, beautifully framed by anorth-
facing dlerestory window, which dso lighted the circulation desk below. The floor ismostly carpeted, aithough
it is sone-tiled near where the circulation desk once good. Thewadls in the northem end are mostly glass or
exposd brick, either from the origina building or from the addition walls. The workroom/office areahes carpet
and drop ceilings, sheatrock and plagter walls, and a centrd kitchenette (with upper glasswalls) that ataches to
acentrally located staff restroom and utility closet.

The low-ceilinged intermediate-level southem wing children's areasstill hes afew shdves and a kitchenette
comer, but otherwise is open and vacant. Severd of the press-on ceiling tiles gpplied to itslow stmcturd sed
ceiling have been removed. The main architecturd feature of the roomisawide window seet dong the southern
wall. The smdl upper room in the addition, the mezzanine-leved local history room, isdso low cellinged ad
dark panded, somewhat reminiscent of a ship captain's cabin. It has severd built-in bookcases and cabinets.
These end rooms, above and below the level of the main room of the library, are acoessad by anintemd
darcase and sarved by abook devator. The Sarcase ascended to an devated centrd bookstack in the
clerestory goace, added after constmction, on along platform Stuated aop the wall that separated the main
room from the staff room.

Changes Snce Congtmction

Theinterior of the original building, walls and woodwork, is currently painted an off-white color. Originally the
mantel piece and much of the woodwork was unpainted black cypress with artistic overpainting. An early

interior view dso shows that the walls were a contrasting darker shede than the celling. A goeach transcript
prepared for the opening of the original building, mogt likely by Chandler dueto itsleve of detail, notes

The beautiftil brown-gray of thiswood isrdieved by having portions, such as the cgpsof the columns,
the omaments in metopes and triglyphs picked out in dull gold, while the panels in the comice over the
metopes are of dull blue. The overmantd holds alarge bronze clock with the discs enclosng the Roman
numeras aso in dull blue, and the wreath carved out of cypress surroimding it with a suggestion of
green in the oek leaves and the acoms in gold. The American oak has been used here for the omament;

(continued)
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and dso the Indian com which has afaint suggestion of color on the carved wood and the acoms being
in gold. The trestment of this mantd follows smilar work found & intervalsin Italy and France, and is
intended to add the interest and warmth which isfrequently lacking in strictly classcad work. This black
cypresswood is usad in other placesin the building, such as the doors, and inall the fiimiture, as well as
the gtanding finish of the tmstees room. The wood dsawhereis painted white.... The soffits of the
sgmentd archesor [of?] the rotunda are filled with a Gregk design, in gold, on asoft dull blue
background, and these few instances of color, together with the four large wanut Italian chairs, covered
with antique red velvet, are the only notes of color, the wallsbeing a soft French gray, except in the
tmgtees room, where they are covered with gold Jgpanese paper of inconspicuous design. The ceiling of
thisova tmstees room is dightly domed above ablack cypresscomice.

While this passage shows that the current building hes preserved mogt of the original details, it dso points out
important changes including the painting of the woodwork (with the exception of the soffit pand s surrounding
the rotunda), and the disgppearance of the chairs and other fumiture consdered an important part of the decor.

Condition

Generdly the building isin good shgpe According to the recent stmctura report, the roof framing of the
original building gppearsto be in good condition. Although the building suffered from roofing problems in the
1980sand 1990s thereis no evidence of current problems. The only stmctural problems in the original

building, according to the ssmctura evauation, gopear to be some bulging and mst jacking of the pre-cast done
a the lintels of the basament windows, and the nead to reset the done seps on the entry sairs. While the ged
frame smcture of the addition gopears to be in good shgpe, some decay isvisible in the cantilevered bays ad
soffits of the addition, which show some deterioration of the concrete dements.

Archaeological Description

While no ancient Native American Stes are located onthe library property, Stesmay be present. Eleven Native
dtesae known in the generd area (within one mile). Environmenta characteristics of the property represent
locationd criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to wetlands) that are not favorable for the presence of Native
dtes. Thelibrary islocated on an excessvely drained, level to moderatdy doping plain. The neerest wetlands,
however, ae located well over 1,000 feet from the property, afactor that reducesthe overall Native American
dte sengtivity for thislocation. Given the aoveinformation, the smal sze of the parcd (0.69 acres), ad
congtmction of two library buildingsand their rdated utilities on the property, alow probability exists for
recovering ancient Native American resources on the Wright Memorid Library property. Any ancient
resourcesthat may have been present were destroyed by two successve dagesof library constmction on the

property.

(continued)
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A moderate to high potential exigts for locating significant historic archaeological resourceson the library
property. While English settlement occurred in Duxbury by 1626 and the town was chartered as the second
town in Plymouth Colony in 1637, the library property remained vacant farmland until ca 1879. An 1833 mep
of the townillugtrates the library land as vacant land with homes on eech Sde of the property. Stmctura
evidence of farmsteads including residentia buildings, bams, and outbuildings may exist fromthe 17* through
19* century period; however, no specific Steshaveyet to be identified. Archaeologica evidence of
occupationd-related features (trash pits, privies, wells) may dso survive from this early period of potentia
settlement.  Archaeologica evidence of bams, outbuildings, and occupationa-related features may dso exist on
the library property that were associated with neighboring properties first shown on the 1833 mep of the area
Stmcturd evidence may dso survive from the Duxbury FreeLibrary, the first library located on the nominated
property. The origins and date of constmction of the first library building are uncertain. The building was
originally the Wright Guest House, part of the large George W. Wright edate that sood on the north sde of St
George Street oppodte the dte of the present library. Archaeologica evidence of bams, outbuildings, ad
occupationa-rdated features may survive assodated with the Duxbury Free Library and itsearlier ue asa
resdence. Houses continued to exist on both sdesof the library property on the 1879 and 1903 mep of the
aea The Duxbury Free Library continued to exist on the property until shortly before the Wright Memorid
Library was built in 1909. Stmctura evidence of bams, dables, outbuildings, utilities, and occupationa -related
features may exist reaed to land use assodaed with the existing library. Any archaeologica resources on the
property that pre-date 1090 may have been destroyed by construction of the existing library, related utilities,

and landscaping.

(end)
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Architect/Builder (cont.)
JW. Bishop Co (1909)
Masaschi & Son Bldg. Corp. (1969)

SUmmay Statement

The Wright Memoria Library, avacant former town library in the Millbrook village areaof Duxbury,
Massachusetts, meats National Regigter Criteria A a the local level for itsimportance to the town's education.
Desgned in 1907 and dedicated in 1909, the Wright Memorid Library isthe second library building onitsste
and sarved as the town library from 1909 until 1997. During the 20*' century it became the core of an
educationa campus, which the town developed around it. The building dso meets National Register Criteria C
a the loca leve for itsimportance to the town's architecture. Desgned by noted Boston architect Jossph
Everett Chandler, anationa authority on Colonial Reviva architecture, the building is an important example of
Chandler's exploration of the Italian Renaissance Reviva style common for library constmction. The most
daborate of Chandler's three library desgnsand his most ambitious original design, the Duxbury library
evidences both aPaladian concern for cross-axid organization and an attention to Gregk and Roman
architectural dements. After the period of significance, the building hes secondary architectura importance
because of the large reer Modem addition, desgned in 1967 and completed in 1969, by Massachusetts architect
John O. Chedey, which is an early example of contextualism in Modem architecture. Additionally, the building
and its addition hes secondary architectura importance as the centra metgphor in the book Beaux Artsto
Bauhaus and Beyond, amemoir and exploration of 20 century architecture by the chair of the library building
committee, architect and architectural educator Harold Bush-Brown. While these latter two points desarvefull
examination in this nomination, they are not adetermining factor; the original building is significant onits own.
The Wright Memoria Library retains integrity of location, setting, desgn, materias, workmanship, feeling, and
association.

The Setting: Town and Neighborhood

Duxbury islocated in Plymouth County, on the Atlantic Oceen shordine 33 miles south of Boston. Bordered by
Marshfield on the north, Pembroke on the west, and Kingston on the south, Duxbury covers 37.63 square miles
(23.76 -quaremilesinland areq). Thetown isbuilt on rocky and sandy ridges covered with forests and dotted
with numerous ponds, marshes, swvamps, and cranberry bogs, many of which empty by short rivers into
Duxbury Bay. The populationis densest dong the shoreline and secondarily aong various inland roadways,
which form smdl villages a their crossngs. The first English settlers in the areanow known as Duxbury
arrived from Plymouth as early as 1626, and in 1632 they petitioned to become Plymouth's second parish. In
1637 Duxbury received a charter to become the second town in the Plymouth Colony; it was named Duxbury in
honor of Captain Myles Standish, whose English ancestrd home was Duxbury Hall. The early settlers were
primarily farmers, although fishing and shipbuilding became equdly important after the Revolutionary War.

(continued)
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During the winters, sailors turned to piecework boot and shoemaking, while other amall-scae indudtries were
beasad on local resources waterpower (milling), dams and other shellfish, and cranberries. Between the War of
1812 and the Civil War, shipbuilding and shipping were the primary town industries, led by entrepreneurs such
a&s Ezra"King Caesx” Weston. The industry was centered in Duxbury Village, an areanow desgnated on the
NRHP &s the Old Shipbuilders Historic District. The limitations of Duxbury's shalow harbor and the rise of
deam-powered shipsin the 1840seventudly overtook Duxbury's production of sailing ships. Duxbury gained a
brief moment of intemational fame when the intercontinental telegraph cable between France and Americawas
pulled ashore through Duxbury Marsh in 1869. In the decade after the Civil War, Duxbury discovered anew
identity as aplace for summer homes, and tourism and summer beachgoers have been a sustaining town
indugtry ever snce. Town leaders completed the congtruction of the Duxbury and Cohesst Railroad in 1871,
with adepot nearby in Millbrook, which brought many summer resdentsto the neighborhood until the last train
left in 1939. While thisrailroad lineis now gone, the Old Colony Line commuter rail hes agtation in
neighboring Kingston. MA Route 3, the main highway from Boston to Cgpe Cod, bisects Duxbury. 1t opened in
1962, reducing consderably the former lengthy automobile commute to Boston viawhat is currently MA Route
3A, and made Duxbury a commuter suburb. Historic Stesin the town preserve dements of the Plymouth
Colony higtory (such as the John Alden House, dso in Millbrook) and later shipbuilding history (such as the
King Caesar House), as well as Myles Standish State Park. The 2000 census recorded 14,248 inhabitants,
amost double the 1970 population.'

Wright Memoria Library occupies land that was originally farmland, and then part of the village of Millbrook.
An 1833 map shows awool factory and millpond severd blocks to the northwest, where Tremont Strest crosses
the Duck Hill River. The 1833 mgp shows both . George Street and Alden Street in existence; the library Ste
is vacant land between the houses of aPackard and G[eorge] Window. The 1879 mgp shows new transportation
and communication developments on . George Street: a Duxbury railroad depot has been built two blocksto
the west, & Railroad Avenue, and the Anglo-American Telegrgph Company's office, a the terminus of the
cable from France, istwo blocks to the eedt, in what is now the Old Shipbuilders Historic District. The
intersection of St. George Streat and Railroad Avenue gradudly developed as the Millbrook village commercid
center. 1 n 1879 the present Ste of the library contained a house owned by George W. Wright, whose large edate
house, greenhouse, and other buildings topped the rise across . George Street. This house, which ina decade
became the first townlibrary, gts on asmall rectangular |ot, between houses owned by George M. Window and
Dr. Porters Edae The 1903 map shows what gppears to be the same house, now labded the "Duxbury Fee

(continued)

' "Old Shipbuilders Hidoric Digtrict,” NRHP nomingtion, 1972, E. Weldo Long, ed., The Story of Duxbury 1637-1937 (Duxbury:
Duxbury Teroatenary Committes 1937); Katherine Rillsbury, Rabat Hde, and Jack Pog, eds. The Duxbury Book 1637-1987
(Duxbury: Duxbury Rurd and Higtorical Soaety, 1987).
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Library (In Memorium)" [sic]. By thistime, William Wright owned most of the surrounding land and buildings
as pat of AineHill, including atrotting track ablock avay to the northwest and adiked trout pond ablock to
the southwest, on the tributary of the Blue Fish River. The Wright family enjoyed along connection with
Duxbury.

Criterion A: Education

The Egablishment of the Duxbury Free Library

The Duxbury Free Library began as a philanthropic gesure by a prominent Duxbury summe resdent,
Georganna Wright. George Wdlman Wright, a cotton broker from Brookline, and his young wifefrom New
York, Georgarma Buckham Wright, were ane of thefir stfamilies to make Duxbury its summea hame in the
years after the Civil War. In 1863 they bought alarge houseon a rise overlooking Harmony Stredt, recently
built by Gershom Bradford Weston (a son of wedlthy shipbuilder Ezra Wegton, Jr.), and namead it Pine Hill. The
Wrights added a mansard roof and a cupala to the quained house, and began to buy up naghboring properties
eventually owning even Duxbury Beach* Congdered the town'swedlthies resdents the Wrights soon became
known for thar lavish parties induding aone to cdebrate the arrival of the French Atlantic Cablein 1889 and
ancther in 1887 for the 250* anniversary of Duxbury's incorporation. George Budkham Wright, their son, died
in 1888, a age 21, after falling down an devator shaft; Duxbury subssquently renamed Harmony Sregt as S
George Sred in hishonor. George Wdlman Wright died in 1897 and the youngest of thar four children,
Florence, in 1901 In 1900 the widowed Georgianna married William J. Wright, her husband's nephew; he lived
with he a Pine Hill until his deeth in 1912"* Thefir stDuxbury Free Library was a guethousefor the Pine Hill
edate located across the highway from the etates main drive (Figurel).

The mogt complete early account of the formation of the Duxbury Free Library isthe "Historical Sketch" by
library tmstee Herbert E. Walker, read a the 1909 dedication of the sscond Wright Memorid Library and
reprinted the next week inthe Old Colony Memoria newspaper. Accordingto Walker, the library began in
March of 1839, when a Philadelphia man (and former Duxbury resident), Henry Winsor, bequeethed to the
Trugees of the Partridge Academy $5000 intrust. The Academy tmstees, who became tmstees of this new
entity, were Horatio Adams, Elbridge H. Chandler, Frederick B. Knapp, John F. Loring, John H. Parks, and

(continued)

AKaren L. Davis, "Duxbury Communitywide Survey—Phase 1: Final Report," 2001. For the maps, set A Map of Duxbury, Mass.,
Surveyed by John Ford Jr., 1833 (Boston: Pendleton's Lithog.); Town of Duxbury, Mass, and Village of Duxbury, Mass 1879 (all ae
available in the Duxbury Room of the Duxbury FreelLibrary; thelatter pair are reproduced in both Forgit and Long); Atlas of Surveys
of Plymouth County and Town of Cohasst, Norfolk Co. Massachusetts (Springfield: J. L. Richards Co., 1903).

A Norman R. Forgit, Duxbury: An Album (Duxbury: Duxbury Rura and Historical Society, 2004), 87.

* Katherine H. Pillsbury, Duxbury: A Guide (Duxbury: Duxbury Rura and Historical Society, 1999), 120-21.
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Hambleton E. Smith. The interest from the bequest was to be reserved for establishing and supporting alibrary
for the town, with the stipulation that none of the money could be used to purchase noves or romances” Seven
months later, Georgianna B. Wright gave the tmstees the guest house a the end of the her drive, both the lot of
land and itsbuilding, for alibrary in memory of her son George Buckham Wright. Her gift further stipulated the
addition of William J. Wright to the tmstees of the new library board. She paid to havethe building fitted up as
alibrary, and donated library fiimiture, books, and aphotograph collection.

At the dedication of the second library building in 1909, twenty years after the founding of the Duxbury Free
Library, threetmsteesremained unchanged: Adams, Kngpp, and Wright. Horatio Adams, who in 1909 lived in
Kingston, was presumably the nephew of Frederick C. Adams. Hisuncle's bequest led to the constmction of the
tovm library in Kingston (1898), the first library desgned by Josgph Chandler; he and another family member
donated the land for that library. Loring and Smith had died, and Waker (who was dso Principd of Partridge
Academy) and Jonathan S Ford were named in their place. Chandler and Parks had resgned, and were replaced
by Sdney Peterson and Charles E. Allen. Elbridge Chandler had served the tmateesfor Sxteen years as
treasurer. Whether he had any family connection to architect Josgph E. Chandler is unknown, but unlikely;
Chandler was acommon family namein both Plymouth and Duxbury. Walker noted that goat from the large
gifts, the library hed recaeived numerous amdler giftsfrom community membersover itsfirst twenty years.

Of uncertain origin—it possibly first sood on the north sde of the srest—and of uncertain age, the Wright
guesthousewas in exigence on thislot by the time of the 1879 map. Asthe first Duxbury FreeLibrary, it is
described in two brief newspaper articles. The earlier article notesthat Mrs. Wright "is having afi nemanson
fitted up with agood freelibrary, and with rooms prepared for public use for art and socid purposes. A very
vauable collection of pictures, the gift of Mr. [George Wellman] Wright, will decoratethe walls." The articleis
apreface to apoam honoring the Winsor and Wright bequests A single danzaof the 22-danzapoem is
sufficient:

Right oppogite the boy's dear home
Sandsavacant housewith gpaciousrooms,
This house the mother givesto be
Thetown's greet public library.’

(continued)

' "Duxbury FreeLibrary: Dedication of the New Wright Memoria Building." Old Colony Memorial/Plymouth Rock/Old Colony
Sentind 29 May 1909: 1. A photocopy of the transcript, which adso indudes an architectural description of the building, wes gppended
to Janice Neubauer's 1989 library history. The description is atached to this nomination as part of Additional Documentation. Early
records of the Duxbury Free Library are scarce; the current library reference staff can locate only afew. Indegpendent public records
are dso scarce because the library began as aprivate charity, and thus was sdldom mentioned in city records. Furthermore, Duxbury
did not have its own newspgper until later in the 20™ century

* "Frederick C. Adams Public Library, Kingston (Plymouth), MA," NRHP nomination, 2001.

AH.T. S, "The Two Thoughts" unsourced and undated newspagper article, Duxbury Free Library clipping file, Duxbury FreeLibrary.
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A more prosaic description notesthat the new library is "a two story building and alot of land Stuated opposite
Mrs. Wright's degant summer residence.... The large room on the et will be the library and the two front
rooms, which are separated by folding doors, ae to be the reading rooms. The remainder of the building will be
utilized as town offices and club rooms."* Wright fitted the housewith heavy ok bookcases containing 500 to
600 books. The deed, Sgned in October of 1889, was recorded in Febmary 1890/ The town meeting of March
10, 1890, passad aresolution accepting the gift and thanking Mrs. Wright. The library opened that spring. An
1893 description of the first Duxbury Library cdlsit a'plain enough looking building, which the stranger may
readily mistakefor aninn.. . . About the building are marshded a group of leafy ms, which add a dhedeand a
touch of mstic beauty to the surroundings."* William Wood, tovra librarian in 1894, reported thet the library
was open two aftemoons per week and held just over 2,000 volumes.

Early quegsionsof ovraership and funding wereworked out on a case-by-casebads. Duxbury first gopropriated
money for the library in 1891 ($200) and 1892 ($300), left it unftmded inthe yearsof the Panic of 1893, but
resumed fiinding again in 1897 and haes continued until the present.” The tovra meeting of March 7, 1892, voted
to give the library $3,000, a bequest to the town from the estate of Duxbury resident Henry Hathaway for the
purchase of booksfor afree library. In 1905, the Duxbury Unitarian Ladies Aid Society voted to dissolve and
give its treasury, $3,000, to the library. After a suit was brought in the casg, the informal private gentleman's
asociation of tmsteeswas forced to incorporate as alegd entity, the Duxbury FreeLibrary, in 1906."

By 1907, the town officefiinctionswere threstening, gpparently, to overtakethe library. Georgianna Wright
offered to give the old building to the tovra for offices and to build anew library building inits place & the end
of her drive. Atthe dedication of the second building, Mr. [William J] Wright described his wife's intentions,
and then noted, "She hes dso sought to guard it from the gpproach of every ssmcture ! [sic] to protect it from
dien u and to presarveit dso as ameansfor sudy.""" The old library building was moved across the Sret
and dovraablock to the west, doser to the railroad gtation. It served as town office goeceuntil 1975, ad is
currently used for acombination of commercia and residentia uses

The Wright Memorial Library
On Saturday, May 22, 1909, Duxbury held aformal dedication ceremony for the Wright Memoria Building of

(continued)

"Duxbury Free Library," unsourced and undated newspagper article, Duxbury FreeLibrary clipping file, Duxbury FreeLibrary.
" Janice Neubauer, "The Duxbury Free Library, 1889-1989: Background and History" (Duxbury: Duxbury FreeLibrary, 1989).

Untitled fragmentary article, Boston [illegible] Traveler 8 August 1893, Duxbury Free Library clipping file, Duxbury FreeLibrary.
" Dorothy Wentworth, "The Duxbury Library," Duxbury Clipper 26 January 1967.

The charter (#10978) certifying the incorporation was signed on 21 November 1906 by Wm. M. Olin, Secretary of the
Commonwedlth.

Transcript of the dedication, reprinted in Neubauer. The Plymouth Old Colony Memoria newspaper article of the following wesk
obligingly reproduced this pessegein full, including the isolated exclamation point.
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the Duxbury Free Library. The program included prayers, goeaches regoonses, severd songs by public school
dudents, and closed with the audience singing"America" The journalist described the building:

[Itis]... of the Florentine Renaissance design, built of light red brick with white trimmings,
surmounted by a copper dome. . .. It has alarge openfirepl acewith a handsome mantd embdlished
with gold, and on each Sde are large open bookcases. Theinterior of the library isfinished in black
oypress, and the windows are long and medeof the best French plate. In the reading room are six pretty
tables with other daborate fumiture, and in the rotunda are four antique chairs covered with dark
crimson velvet. The building throughout is lighted by electricity, and in the vestibule are two large
dectric lights. There are granolithic walksleading from the street to the building.™

Dedication spesker and tmstee Herbert Walker dosed his account of the library history by pargphrasng and
adapting part of the text from James Russdal Lowell's well-knovra address "Books and Libraries' (given a the
opening of the public library in Chesea, Massachusetts). While celebrating the act of philanthropy, the pessage
a0 makesdear the dement of enlightened sdlf-interest involved in Georgianna Wright's establishment of the
library:

There isno way in which aman can build 0 sscure and lasting amonument for himsalf & in a public
library. Upon that he may confidently allow "Resurgam” to be carved, for, through his good deed, he
will [rise] again in grateful remembrance and in the lifted and broadened minds, and fortified characters
of generation after generation. The pyramids may forget their builders, but memorids such as this have
longer memories. Mrs. Wright has done her part in providing your library with adwelling. It will be for
the citizens of Duxbury to provideit with worthy inhabitants. So shall they, too, have a oecein the
noble eulogy of the ancient wise man: The teechers shal shine as the firmament, and they that tum
many to righteousness as the darsforever and ever. ™

Spesking for Georgianna Wright, her husband William Wright gave the deed and keys for the library to the

trustees, and noted in his v/ itten remarks that "She hes dedred that her gift might take the form of a memorid

to those members of her family, former resdents of Duxbury, who have now passed avay ... amemorid to her

children and their father." * Georgianna Wright continued to donete to the Wright Memoria Library until her

death in 1917. She willed her etateto Harvard University, with aprovision that her books and $50,000 go to

the Duxbury Free Library. Most of the rare books were subsequently sold to pay for anewfiimace. The last
(continued)

"Duxbury FreeLibrary: Dedication of the New Wright Memoria Building." Old Colony Memoria/Plymouth Rock/Old Colony
Sentinedl 29 Mgy 1909: 1. The newspaper article mistakenly liststhe architect as " Joseph E. Holmes of Plymouth.”
" "Duxbury FreeLibrary: Dedication of the New Wright Memoria Building." Old Colony Memoria/Plymouth Rock/Old Colony
Sentind 29 May 1909: 1.

"Duxbury Free Library: Dedication of the New Wright Memoria Building." Old Colony Memorial/Plymouth Rock/Old Colony
Sentinel 29 May 1909: 1.
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ovraer of Fine Hill, the Ellison family, gavethe remaining estate buildings and land to the town. Duxbury
demolished Fine Hill in 1966 and built anew high school on itsSite.

The Wright Memorid Library opened officially on July 31, 1909. Despite Duxbury's magnificent wooden
houses, brick constmction in 19 and early-20' century Duxbury was imcommon. Architectura historian
Harold Bush-Brovrabelieved that the Wright Memorial Library was the first masonry building in Duxbury, a
town of lessthan 2,000 people a the time. * The joumalist who described its opening for the Plymouth
newspgper mede a goecid point of remarking that the building was lighted by electricity throughout. Early
photographs of the completed Wright Memoria Library show that al of the hedges bushes and lamppodsin
front of the building today were later additions (Figure 2). Originaly asgnboard weas atached by an ironwork
hanging bracket to atreeinfront of the building, reading "In Memoriam 1890." The tree still survives today, as
well as aremnant of the ironwork bracket embedded initstrunk. Figures 3 and 4 show the library interior
sometime after the Wright Memorial Library opened.

Changes to the library came dowly, but the number of books grew steadily. According to library reports, the
first celling lightsin the wings were added in 1937. Space concamsfirst became evident by the 1930s and the
librarian began moving someof the books to the basement. Figure 5 shows the library as it gopeared ca 1937.
By the 1940s the librarian was erecting more and more basament shelving. 1n 1942, the library instaled a
gdlery leve of shelving in the west wing's sack room, complete with anarrow balcony lined with a "token"
pipe railing and accessble by aretractable ladder. This galery was removed in 1967 as part of the overal
renovation and expandon of the library.

Educationd Context: Philanthropists and the Devdlopment of the Town Library

Perhigps no building type attracted more attention from American philanthropists during the late 19" and eaxrly
20* centuries than the library. Andrew Camegie (1835-1919) funded 1,689 librariesin 1419 towns and cities
acrass the United Statesin the years between 1886 and 1919. Certainly Carnegie was the mogst ambitious of the
library builders, but many other wealthy men did the same, usudly for their hometovras. In 1876-79, a decade
before Camegie, Charles Bower Winnfinancedthe building of the Winn Memoria Public Library, in Wobum,
the first of four Massachusettslibraries desgned by H.H. Richardson. Massachusetts was aleader in the
constmction of public libraries. In 1852 Boston was the first large city to build afree publiclibrary, and three

(continued)

Harold Bush-Brown, Beaux Arts to Bauhaus and Beyond: An Architect's Pergpective (New Y ork: Whitney Library of
Dedgn/Watson-Guptill, 1976), 57. Although masonry construction in nineteenth-century Duxbury was uncommon, Bush-Brown wes
mistaken; one prominent exception isthe Samud Loring House a 80 Parks Streat in Duxbury, abrick building dating from ca 1876.
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decades later its Renaissance Revival -style replacement (1887-95) by McKim, Mead, and White, forever linked
librarieswith the ideds of Renaissance at and humanism.”™ By 1894, Massachusetts had 179 public libraries,
more than any other date (44% of the 400 nationwide; the date of New Y ork was adigtant fourth, with 11). In
1898, 110 of the public libraries in Massachuseits were the direct result of abeguest or donation®

Definition of the library type was a contentious process. Early on, smal tovras ssmggled with the besc purpose
of alibrary. Like the first Duxbury Free Library, these buildings were often multi-purpose affairs, combining
the functions of library, lecture hall, historical museum, tovraoffices, and art museum. Camegie received
library requeststhat included goecefor restaurants, gymnasums, Y.M.C.A., and even a Confederate War
memorial. Community Sze was a0 important; communities under 1,000 parsonsrarely were able to afford the
maintenance of alibrary building, much less to raise the funds to build one and hirealibrarian. At the same
time, librarians began forming associations, publishing joumals, and seeking to be recognized as a profession.
They congtantly waged battles for efficient design and goecefor flexibility agangt architects and building
committees who were sometimes more interested in building an impressive box for the library.

In the wake of the Boston Public Library and the 1893 World's Columbian Exposition in Chicago, Italian
Renaissance Reviva and Beaux-Arts derived syles predominated inlibrary design. Theodore Jones surveyed a
thousand Camegie libraries and found that these classically derived styles accounted for 79% of those built.
Peter Harrison's Redwood Library (1748) in Newport, Rhode Idand, isthe oldest library ssmcture in the United
Saestill dedicated to itsoriginal purpose. The entrance to the Redwood Library, a pedimented portico
supported by four columns, perched aop aflight of steps, hes remained an icon and been usad repeatedly in the
design of tovra libraries such as the Wright Memoria Library in Duxbury. Harrison copied the design,
generdly, from an English edition of the works of Andrea Pdladio. For many Americans, this Gresk temple
entry was essentid the symbol of library design. Architectura historian Abigail Van Syck foimd thetemple
frontin 68% of 85 Camegie librariesthat she sampled %

Town libraries gppeded especidly to civic-minded women such as Georgianna Wright. Van Syck notes that
the closing of the American frontier in 1890 shifted American energies from founding new tovrasto developing

(continued)

Dondd E. Oehlerts, Booksand Blueprints: Building Americas Public Libraries (New Y ork: Greenwood Press 1991), 35.
" Theodore Jones, Carnegie Libraries across America: A Public Legacy (New Y ork: Preservation Press'John Wiley, 1997), 15-16,
127-28.

Theodore Jones, Carnegie Libraries across America: A Public Legecy, 61.
N George S Bobinski, "Libraries,” Built in the U.SA.: American Buildingsfrom Airports to Zoos (Washington, D.C: Presarvation
Press 1985), 108-111.

Abigail A. Van Syck, Free toAll: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920 (Chicago: University of Chicago Press
1995), 127.
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existing ones. Often the impetus for atovra library was awomen's club; in 1933 the American Library
Association "credited women's clubswith initiating 75 percent of the public libraries then in exigence"™
Libraries were ssen as a public symbol of women's societd role of transmitting culture, and the smdl-tovra
library became apublic version of the private home, symbolic "municipal housekeeping." Arguments for
libraries often carried amora tone, as the buildings were championed as dtemativesfor youths to the dime
novel, the street gang, and the goeekeasy. Founding smdl town libraries provided women with avenues for
socid change that did not threaten the Satus quo, as their efforts could eadily be co-opted by mde
philanthropists, building committees, and town councilors. While Georgianna Wright's financial resources,
especidly after the death of her first hudoand, dlowed her more freedom than most women, she chose to
expressthat freedom inthe acceptable philanthropy of building apublic library, and dedicating it, as was
appropriate for a grieving mother and widow, to deceessd membearsof her family. The evolution of the Duxbury
Free Library from 1889 to 1909, from a domesfic goece prettily redesgned to a public monument professiondly
designed, symboalizes the complicated changesinwomen'srolestaking place a the societa level. Van Syck
notesthat tovra libraries were not just educationd ingtitutions, but profoundly socid onesas well.

Changes Sncethe Period of Significance

The maog significant changeto the Duxbury Public Library ancethe period of significance was the doubling of
the building 9ze by alarge rear addition, desgned by architect John 0. Chedey, inthe late 1960s
Massachusetts established the Library Extenson Savicein 1960, inaugurating sate aid to libraries. A 1963
report by the Library Extenson Service detailed the substandard conditions inthe Duxbury library. A wave of
library expandons and replacement campaignsfollowed. Duxbury's 1965 tovra meeting authorized aLibrary
Study Committee, and the following year narrowly authorized fiinding for working drawings. With the
drawings in hand, the committee sscured federal funding, and in 1967 the tovra voted gpprova for building a
new library. Harold Bush-Brovra, an architect and educator who hed retired to his wife'sancestrd home in
Duxbury, led the committee throughout the process, and guided them in choosing adesign that would preserve
the original building, while gaining the needed goecewith alarge rear addition. Intheir application for federa
funding, the committee vowed, "The overdl intent will be to resorethe existing building to its former beauty
and be useful inan uncluttered way. The addition will be modem and efficient and the objective will be to have
it blend comfortably with the original building. Thiswill be done mainly by scae and the use of smilar
mateids"N™* Besdesthe desperatdy nesded goece and updates, the mogt herdded innovations were the
children's room and the new ramp to the new Sde entrance. Asthe project neared completion, a "multi-purpose
room" planned for the west wing of the original building was changed into agallery goace With the installation

(continued)

Abigail A. Van Syck, Freeto All: CarnegieLibraries & American Culture, 1890-1920, 125.
™ Reprinted in Janice Neubauer, "The Duxbury Free Library, 1889-1989: Background and History" (Duxbury: Duxbury Free Library,
1989), 7.
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of afadsewall to block the southem windowsin the wing, the goece became the Helen Bumpus Gdllery, in
honor of adonor to the library project.

Although the galery saged an opening in December of 1968, the building was never formally dedicated.
According to the architects resume, the Duxbury Library addition and renovation was completed in July of
1969. The architects contract cogt for the 8600 square foot addifion was $27.10 per square foot, bringing the
contract amount for the addition to $233000* All together, the renovation and addition cogt $371,000, and was
paid for through $60,000 infedera grants, $66,500 in private donations, and the $245,000 from thetovra
Because amunicipa bond was raised to fiand the library, the tmstees were required to givethe library and
grounds to the town; the deed was sgned in May 1967 and recorded the next month. Thetown ingdled a
governing board of ax dected tmstees. Despite the early opening of the galery, building ddays by the
contractor (Masaschi & Son Bldg. Corp. of Sandwich, the low bidder) led to lawsuits by the subcontractors and
problems with the roof that were not resolved. The building committee smply "delivered" the library to the
Sdectmen in August of 1969.

Changes Snce the Addition

Since the completion of the addition, thefl at-roof edextenson was reroofed completely in 1976 and 1988, and
partialy in 1993. The failing chimneys on the origina building were removed a the rooflinein 1989 and rebuilt
& cdosy as possble with new material, and the building repointed. The roofing on the origina building was
replaced in 1996, according to Duxbury building permits. The glasswalled airlock on the west entry was added
in 1990. Despite these changes, Duxbury soon outgrew even its expanded library. In 1996, Duxbury began a
$6.3 million project to gut its 1926 high school building and rebuild, within the historic shell, anew Duxbury
Public Library. The new library, including anew Bumpus Gallery, opened in 1997.

Since 1997, after the new Duxbury Free Library opened and the Wright Memorial Library closed, the Wright
Building came under control of the Duxbury schoaols, which usad it for acurriculum library, short-term
educationd programs, after school programs, day care, adult education, and sorage. Beginning in 2002, the
town entertained proposas for acomprehensve reuse of the Wright Memorial Library. At TovraMeeting in
March of 2003, voters gpproved funding to complete an architectura survey of the building. In 2004, they voted
to proceed with plans and specificationsfor renovations to the building. The tovra engeged the firm of Finegold
Alexander -- Associates, who surveyed the building and prepared existing conditions plans (See Additional
Documentation) and renovation plans. At Town Meeting in March 2005, voters strongly goproved an
appropriation of $2.9 million to stabilize, update, and preparethe building for new usss™ The Duxbury Rura
and Historical Society has proposed moving its archives to the Wright Building and increasing their

(continued)

"Morehouse and Chedey: Reume of Library Work," duly 18, 1974 (Architect File, Fine Arts Library, Bogon Public Library).
2 "'Wright' Time to Restore”" Duxbury Clipper 16 March 2005.
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access bility to the public. Given the historic nature of the original building and the goace requirements of the
Society, current plans are for adud use of the building, with the Historical Society in the 1909 building and
another public use, probably ateen center, in the rear. For accessibility and shared needs, both usars would
dharethe circulation areain the 1967-69 addition.

Criterion C: Architecture

Josgph Everett Chandler and Italian Renaissance Style

The Wright Memorid Library is significant for its place in the career of its architect, Joseph Everett
Chandler. Chandler (1864-1945) was bom in Plymouth, "of Pilgrim ancestry,” built an etatein Sudbury that
he caled "Mandone' (MHC #123), and died in Weled ey, Massechusatts”™ Chandler never married and was
survived by three nephews and two nieces; his pgpersremain with the family and have been unavailable to
researchers. An 1839 graduate of the Massachusetts | ngtitute of Technology (MIT), he was dso amember of
the Massachusetts Horticultural Society and known as alandscgpe designer. Chandler's  independent
architectural career goanned nearly five decades from 1895 to 1942, dthough he dso may have worked in
pEirtnership with aMr. Putnam 1917-1926™ Chandler maintained an office in Boston throughout that time/™

Chandler isrightly ssen as acentral, and controversid,figurein the deveopment of Massachusetts museums
Heismogt widely knovrafor hisrestorations of over adozen historical Massachusetts landmarks, especidly the
Paul Revere House (origina ca 1680; 1907-08 regtoration), the Old State House (1908-10 re<t.), and the Old
Comer Bookgtore in Boston; the Cooper-Frost-Austin House (1912-13 rest.) in Cambridge; Fmitlands in
Harvard; and the Tumer-Ingersoll Mansion (the "House of Seven Gables') (1910 rest.) in Sdem. Chandler's
daus as aprofessond architect st him gpart from other historic preservationists of histime, who were usudly
antiquarians or enthusiasts. He began an early historic tovra"recreation,” supervisng the erection of the
Sorrov™ton Village Museum (1926-31) for philanthropist Helen Odbome Storrow on the grounds of the Eagtem
Saes Exposition in Wes Springfield, Massachusetts. Storrov™on is acollection of nine historic buildings,
dismantled, shipped to the Site, and rebuilt around a symbolic town green. Chandler dso drew up early plansfor
Old Sturbridge Village (1930s).M°

(continued)

" "Noted Colonia Authority Dies: Josgph E. Chandler, Architect, Author," Boston Herald 20 August 1945, "Joseph E. Chandler:
Expert on Colonid Architecture Helped Restore Old Edifices,” New Yok Times20 August 1945; Henry F. Withey and Else Rathbum
Withey, Biographical Dictionary of American Architects (Deceesed) (Los Angdes New Age, 1970).

N MassCOPAR, Directory of Boston Architects, 1846-1970 (Cambridge MassCOPAR (M assachusetts Committee for the
Preservation of Architectural Records, 1984), 17. Surprisingly, only this reference lists Putnam, and does not give afirst name

Chandler's officein 1895 was & 85 Devonshire, according to Charles S Damrell, A Half Century of Boston's Building (Boston:
Louis P. Hager, 1895). According to directory search cardsin thefilesof the Fine Arts Library of the Baoston Public Library, his office
wes a 85 Devonshire, Rm. 15 (1895), 2A Park (1905), 31 Beacon (1915), 18 Arlington (1926), and 83 Charles, 2'"floor(1935).

The MACRIS (Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information Sysem) Maker Index lists fifteen retoration projects for Josgph
Everett Chandler. Thomas Andrew Denenberg lists severa more in his "Resourcesfor the Study of Joseph Everett Chandler,” 1993,
an unpublished manuscript drawn up for the use of Paul Revere House staff S dso "Storrow*on Village Museum,”
http://Amwww.thebige.com/storrowton.html. acoessed 16 July 2005.
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Lessprominently. Chandler also renovated historic housesfor private clients. He believed that historic houses,
when renovated as homes, should be livable goaces evenif that meant removing some architectura details. He
took that gpproach when he modified the Federd-period farmhouses & Ashdde Farm in North Andover for the
family of John Gardner Coolidge. Today the complex is cdled the Stevens-Coolidge Place, and is dmod &
well knovrafor Chandler's enhancement of its landscgpe dements s for its architecture. Chandler is rightly
condemned by today's dandards of preservation architecture for letting his romantic and nativist bias guide him
in heavy-handed "restorations’ that destroyed significant original building fabric. He sometimes invented
"original dements’ which had never been apart of the building. For example, Chandler's work on the Hooper-
Lee-Nichols House (1915-16) in Cambridge was primarily modemizing (finishing rooms on the third floor,
adding bathrooms, creeting a pantry), athough he did crestea "First Period" Colonia Reviva sylelibrary a
the rear. Another notable misstep was the remova of the entire 18* century third story of the Paul Revere
Housein Boston'sNorth End (which had been part of the housewhen Revere lived there), obliterating most
evidence of its origina dormered attic." But given the dandardsof the time. Chandler'swork was highly
important and sSgnaed the engagement of architectsto plan large-scae restoration projects.

Chandler was a student of American architectural history, publishing several early books in the field: Colonial
Architecture of Maryland, Pennsylvania and Virginia (1892; 4"~ ed., 1902), Colonial Architecture (1900), and
The Colonial House (1916). His Architectural Monograph on Colonial Cottages (1915) was the first
publication in the innovative White Pine Series of Architectural Monographs, followed yearslater by a second
White Pinepublication. Some Charleston Mansions (14.4; 1928)."” In his writings he is, at tums, the ambitious
architect and the cautious antiquarian, asin this passage from the preface to his most important work. The
Colonial House:

Thereis & the present time a fortunately widespread and increasingly intelligent interest in the so-cdled
Colonia Style, and particularly inits gpplication to home-building. This book hes therefore been
compiled in the hopethat it may be of use to thosewho admirethe old examplesand who wish to avoid
in their possible building operations, certain short-comings recognizable in much of the supposedly-in-
the-vein modemwork.... It is hoped that possble reedersfinding mistakes as to the datesof buildings
or other misinformation, will kindly report the same to the writer, as their assstancein making the work
more comprehensive will be gppreciated 3

Criticism of Chandler's mistakes in restoration architecture hes somewhat obscured his advancesin interpreting
Coloniad work and applying it to new construction.
(continued)

" Parick M. Leghey, Coordinator of Ressarch, "Architecturd  Summary of the Paul Revare Houss' (Bogton: Paul Revare Memarid
Asodaion, n.d.).

Titlesand yearsfromThe Library of Congress Online Caldog and Bookfinder.com.

Josgph BEverdt Chander, The Colonid House (New Y ork: Robat M. McBride & Co., 1916), Preface (n.p.).
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Josgph Everett Chandler islesswell knovrafor hisorigina architectura works. The Commonwesdth hes survey
records for ten single-family resdences desgned by Chandler; Denenberg lists severd more (primarily sngle
rooms).™ All but one of the house commissons listed on MACRIS date from the first decade of Chandler's
practice, 1895 to 1906; the single later building isthe Walter Cabot House in Sherbom (1924). They are
primarily Colonial Reviva in style, with the exception of the "English Reviva" Irving Sturgis House and
Garage (1906-07) in Brookline.

The only subgtantia non-residentia buildings attributed to Josgph Everett Chandler are histhree library
buildings, all located i n southeastem Massachusetts, a Kingston, Sandwich, and Duxbury."* The Frederick C.
Adams Public Library (NR 2001)( 1898) in Kingston, the earliest, is more conventionaly Colonia Revivd in
style. The Weston Memorial Library in Sandwich (1909; MHC #270) the lat, is a dripped-dovra verson of his
sscond design, the Wright Memorid Library in Duxbury. The Sandwich library dso hes comer quoins, eared
architraves, and large plate-glass windows topped with thermae-derived ransoms. All three libraries were
philanthropic statements, gifts to their tovras by prominent citizens. Despite their Sze and stylistic differences,
all three sharesimilar massng and gpproach. In their generd footprint, all three are asmplerectangle with its
long axis pardld to the stredt, topped with ahipped roof They have a symmetrica front feBade, with a
projecting centra pavilion housing the vestibule and sgnding the formal entrance. Fronting the vestibule
pavilion, the Kingston and Duxbury librarieshave aformal pedimented portico supported by two pairs of
columns; in Sandwich the pavilion iswider, the portico absent, and the paired coluirms reduced to pilesters. The
library in Kingston hes a projecting rounded rear bay, which sgnas acircular room onthe insde, digned on
axiswith the vestibule, both of which arejoined by a center hallway. In Duxbury, the centr axisissmilar,
except that the centrd hallway has become a domed rotunda and the circular rear room an ova one, st behind
the main massin a sgparaerectangular pavilion. In Duxbury, Chandler expanded the smplerectangle of the
Kingston building into athree-part rectangular assamblage, two barrel -vaulted wingsflanking the square centra
block. In Sandwich, Chandler digpenses entirely with rounded dements, the library isarectangle, asngle
room, with aproportionally smaler rectangle centered infront of it for the vestibule. Together, the Kingston,
Duxbury, and Sandwich librariesmake a fascinating Sudy of Chandler's exploration of the geometry of
Palladianism. In Duxbury, Chandler establishes clearly the cross-axia design pattem only suggested in

(continued)

MACRIS (Massachusetts Cultural Resource Information Sysem) Maker Index. Despite the narmes and Chandler's Plymouth
origins, no known connection exigs between architect Josgph Everett Chandler and Josgph Chandler, the builder of a 1710 sdtbox
(MHC# DUX24) a 66 Summer Street in Duxbury (mistakenly listed in MACRI'S as the Joseph Everett Chandler House).

Fansfor al three libraries are in the Blueprint Collection of the Massachusetts State Archives (see Bibliography). Denenberg
attributes the Nichols Memorial Library in Kingston, NH, to Chandler (Thomas Andrew Denenberg, "Resourcesfor the Study of
Joseph Everett Chandler,” 1993); however Andy Richmond, Nichols Memorial Library Director, writesthat credit for that desgn goes
to the Bogton firm of [Hyde] Dwight and [Howland Shaw] Chandler, not Josgph Everett Chandler (Email to Timothy Orwig, 24 May
2005). The Adams Library in Kingston gppeersto be based, a leest in part, onthe central block of Homewood (1807) in Baltimore,
MD, pictured by Chandler in both his major books, which he labded "A gem of the first water of the Third Period in the South" in The
Colonial House (27). Richard Candee of Baston University first noticed the similarity in design.
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Kingston™ The Wright Memorial Library is, essentidly, Josgph Everett Chandler's most significant public
architectural datemen.

The Wright Memoria Library issignificant for its Italian Renaissance architectura style. A description of the
Duxbury building published in 1909, probably written by Chandler due to itslevel of detail, clearly etablishes
the stylistic heritage of the design:

The architectura design of the building isin the Italian Renaissance, but with adistinct leaning toward
FLvaeand dasic precedentsin its details as exemplified in such features as the low dome of the
rotunda forming the centra feature of the building, the lonic order of the columns of the entire porch,
and the comice and window trims everywhere, while within the building, the same feeling is carried out,
in the paneling and omamentation of the soffits of the four ssgmentd archesof the rotunda; the
omamentd ribsforming the octagond ceiling of the dome and in other minor detaills/'

To thislist, one could add other details, such as the hipped roof, pediment, comer gone quoins, Itaian plate
dlasswindows, the Greek key designs, wrought-iron grillwork, and the magnificent mantel; but the primary
demeant istherdationship of the overall desgn to that of the Pdladian villa. While Italian Renaissance Revival
was acommon choice for library architects of the time, the desgn dso reflects the research interests of Joseph
Everett Chandler in American Colonia and Federd architecture and the European architecturd traditions from
which it gorang. Chandler's 1915 book The Colonial House, written after his library designs were completed,
contains an interesting passage on Italian Renaissancereviva architecture. At the end of his chapter "Modem
Work," in which he cites anumber of Colonia reviva desgnsthat he goproves of, including severd of his own.
Chandler writes, somewhat elusively,

There remains for specid notice the work of one architect whose work is, by many unversed in the
aubtleties of the Colonia style—consdered Coloniad—but which infact, if it isnot his ovraindividua
trandation of the dassc orders and of Italian Renaissance features gpplied to domestic work, isthen an
adaptation of the style immediately following it with us, here called the Post-Colonia Period—ina

mogt successful meeaure. Hiswork is effective and beautifiil, as the white house, built on dassc lines as
afoundation and adequatdly detailed, isinclined to be anyway, but when rendered by his surpassing
good judgment and st down a the edge of oneof his adequatdy planned and well-scded gardens is
most captivating; but his prototypes skip the intermediate Colonia style and the late English

(continued)

For agood generd discusson of the Andrea Palladio's evolving principlesof cross-axid design, sse Caroline Congant, The
Palladio Guide 2" ed. (New Y ork: Princeton Architecttiral Press, 1993), 1-18.
" No author given; transcript reprinted as an gppendix by Janice Neubauer, "The Duxbury Free Library, 1839-1989: Background and
History" (Duxbury: Duxbury FreeLibrary, 1989).



NPS Form 1 10-900-a OMB Approva No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet
Wright Memorial Library
Duxbury (Plymouth), M A
Section number 8 Page 15

Renaissance from which our Colonial work grew, and revert to the Italian formsusad in larger scele
work in heavier materid than that which we are here consdering. But it is done with such consummeate
artistry that one hearswith interest that he was first an artist before becoming an architect, and this raises
the quary if thisisnot amost fortunate sequence and one reason why hiswork is 0 satisfying./™*

Although Chandler hes praised other architects by namein the preceding pages, he never names the architect he
Is describing in thisencomium. Although he displays some egotism in the book, the last sentence may diminate
him asthe subject. In any case, these lines are significant for demondtrating Chandler's great lovefor Italian
Renaissance architecture, and its influence on American architecture, epecidly that group of Virginiahouses
sometimes labeled Late Georgianin style. And given the passages comments on how "Italian forms' are most
gppropriate when designing in something larger than domestic scale, the design of the Duxbury library may
have presented Chandler with the perfect opportunity to test thesetheories.

In the Wright Memorial Library, Joseph Everett Chandler came to Italian Renaissance Revival design through
hisimmerson in American Colonia architecture. In The Mansons of Virginia, architect Thomas Tileston
Waterman characterizes aLae Georgian Period style, occurring in Virginia between 1765 and 1776, when
builders embraced Pdladio's "Roman Country House Style.” Previoudy Virginians had copied Andrea
Palladio's monumentd style, where large rectangular Smctures were augmented by dependendes (sometimes
atached). At the same time that English nobility were beginning to embracethe style of Robert Adam, "the
Virginians tumed to Palladio's smdler housesfor novelty.... In the new style a smdl-scde centrd block with
a siesof connected, decreesing unitswaes evolved. "™ Certainly that description fits both axesof the Wright
Memoria Library. The most prominent example of thistype of Late Georgian design, of course, isThomeas
Jefferson's Monticello. The recent building survey of the Wright Memorial Library remarks, "the building hes
the fed of amini-Monticello or University of Virginia Rotunda, both by Thomeas Jefferson, and popular icons
for library buildingsin the Colonial Revival era” ° But Chandler's design hereis not copywork; in the Wright
Memoria Library, Chandler had the chanceto work out these design quedtions in his own termsto adegree he
never enjoyed again. Seventy yearslater, architect and architecturd educator Harold Bush-Brown wrote of the
Wright Memorial Library: "Chandler's thorough gragp of classca formis obvious. It ssams to methat thereis
evidence of the influence of the housesof Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginiawith which he was familiar."""

(continued)

Joseph Everett Chandler, The Colonial House (New Y ork: Robert M. McBride & Co., 1916), 309-10.

Thomas Tileston Waterman, The Mansions of Virginia 1706-1776 (New Y ork: Bonanza BooksAJniversity of North Carolina Press,
1945), 341.

Finegold Alexander + Associates Inc., "Wright Building: Existing Building Survey" (May 14, 2004), unpaginated.

Harold Bush-Brown, Beaux Arts to Bauhaus and Beyond: An Architect's Pergpective (New Y ork: Whitney Library of
Desgn/Watson-Gupfill, 1976), 60.
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The Probable Builder of the 1909 Building

The =t of plansfor the Wright Memoria Library contains gpprova sgnaturesfor patron Georgianna Wright
and JW. Bishop Co. The latter was probably the building contractor; noneis recorded e sawhere. Basad in
Worcedter, the JW. Bishop Company wes active from the 1890suntil the 1930s, according to entrieson the
MACRIS sygem, and worked on awide variety of building projects, including residentiad (two Colonia
Reviva syle housesin New Bedford, 1922 & 1925), commercid (Oilman Block, 1896, and Worcester Market
Building, 1914, both in Worcester), ingtitutional (College Library, 1909, and Tower Court, 1915, both &
Weéledey College), industria (the power house a the Wdter Baker Chocolate Company in Dorchester, 1906),
and enginesring (Ware River Intake and the Quabbin Resarvoir Shaft 8 Diverson Dam in Barre; Winsor Dam,
c. 1935, in Bechertovra & Ware, Wachusett Aqueduct Termina Chamber, 1897, in Marlborough; and Sudbury
Dam Gaehouse, 1897, in Southborough). Beddesthe Wright Memoria Library, other public buildings listed
for the firm include the New Bedford National Guard Armory (1904), Burr Park Field Housein Newton (1919),
and the Farhaven Main Branch of the U.S. Podt office (1935). Prominent projectsin Rhode Idand include the
95-foot high Carie Tower a BrovraUniversity (1904) and the Rhode ldand DOT gate office building, bothin
Providence (1928).

Architecture Since the Period of Significance

Though the addition to the Wright Memorid Library isamog forty yearsold, it isnot yet within fifty-year
fimeline of sgnificance for the National Register of Historic Flaces But two agpectsof the 1967 Modem
addition nead to be recorded in detail inthe nomination of the resource: John O. Chedey, the architect of the
addition, and the connection of the addition to the carear of Harold Bush-Brown and his publication of Beaux
Arts to Bauhausand Beyond. 1n 2017-19 when the addition hes reeched the fifty-year mark, it would be
advisable to reexamine the significant dates and period of significance recorded for this nomination, and include
the addition as significant.

Designed in 1967 and completed in 1969, the large reer Modem addition was the work of the Massachusetts
architectura firm of Morehouse & Chedey, ad the principa architect was partner John Chedey. John
Oghome Chedey, J. (AIA 1968) was bom in Pittsburgh in 1922 and graduatedfi-omthe Camegie Ingtitute of
Technology (B.S., 1943), and Harvard (B.Arch., 1948), beforejoining the firm of Metcalf & Eddy (1948-57)."*"

(continued)

American Architects Directory,  ed. 1970; Nancy Carlson Schrock, ed., A Preliminary Checklist of the Records of Pre-1970
Architectural Firms of Greater Bogton Architects (Cambridges MassCOPAR (M assachusetts Committee for the Preservation of
Architectural Records, 1984), 18.
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While a Harvard, Chedey studied under a significant group of Modernist architects: Norman Hetcher, Chip
Harkness, Hugh Stubbins, and |.M. Peal, whom Chedey described as "'a crackerjack’ instmctor who could
dways find something positive in aproject—somewhat atypica during architectural critiques."*" With Richard
Morehouse, AlA, he founded Morehouse & Chedey, Architects, in 1957 in Lexington, Massachusetts. The firm
gpecidized insingle-family residentia design (over 50 housesby 1979). They had ahigher-profile practice in
resdentia and educationd campuses, including the Waterville Valley Ski Resort and condominium
deveopment in New Hampshire (1967-70) and 109 condominiums in Swampscott, MA. Ther largest
educationa campus designswere three buildings for the Fenn School in Concord (1963-65), ahaf-dozen
buildings for Concord Academy (1961-69), and nearly adozen buildings for Smon's Rock College in Great
Barrington, Massachusstts (1965-70). They dso desgned churchesand five smdl-tovra librariesin
Massachusetts Boxborough (1966), Millis (1967), Duxbury (1969), Cariide (1973), and Scituate (ca. 1975).

Both Chedey and Morehouse were licensed pilots and willing to "use an airplane for supervisng when
warranted."*" Morehouse maintained acollection of photographs of historic buildings, and the firm had a
subgdiary practice in"restoration and historically oriented” architecture: creating a"17* Century American
Tavem" a CadleHill, Ipswich, MA; remodding the Tip Top House on Mt. Washington, New Hampshire, into
a wesether gtation; desgning Steamtovra USA in Keene, New Hampshire; and, in Lexington, converting an old
school, depot, and bam into, respectively, ayouth center, resaurant, and offices for their firm. John Chedey is
now retired and livesin Scituate, MA. The firm becameRichard S Morehouse and Assodiates, Inc., Architects,
in 1980, and continuestoday as Morehouse MacDondd & Assodiaes, Inc., led by John S MacDondd, still
basad in Lexington. Its practice today is primarily "high-end, one-of a kind homes™""»

The Wright Memoria Library hes secondary architectural importance as the centra metgphor in the book
Beaux Arts to Bauhausand Beyond, amemoir and exploration of 20* century architecture by the chair of the
library building committee, architect and architectura educator Harold Bush-Brown (1888-1983). Bush-Brovra

was bom in Paristo sculptor Henry Kirke Bush-Brovra, and painter Margaret (Ledey) Bush-Brown * Harold
(continued)

As interviewed by Finegold Alexander + Assodiaes Inc., "Wright Building: Existing Building Survey” (May 14, 2004),
unpaginated. Although it does not gppear anywhere intheir official resumes, both Chedey and Morehouse told the interviewer that
they had worked for TAC (The Architects Collaborative) under Water Gropius.

A folder of the firm's promotional materids and resumes dating from 1970, 1975, and 1979 isinthe collection of the Fine Arts
Library a the Bogton Public Library.

Nancy Carlson Schrock, ed., Architectural Recordsin Boston: A Guide to Architectural Research in Boston, Cambridge and
Vicinity (New York: Garland Publishing, 1983), 38; Morehouse MacDonad & Associates, Inc.,
http:/Aww.morehousemacdonad.com. 9 May 2005.

For biographica information on Bush-Brown, s the following: "Bush-Brown, Harold," Who Weas Who Vol. 8 (1982-85), ad
American Architects Directory, 1956, 1962, and 1970 eds Smith Collegel's Sophia Smith Collection contains 14 boxes of Bush-
Brown family papers, dating from 1835-1969, primarily those of Harold's parents and siblings. Papersand photographs rdated to his
HABS work are archived a Georgia Tech.
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Bush-Brown eamed hisA.B. (1911) and M.Arch. (1915) from Harvard. He worked &s a draftsman for McKim,
Mead & Whitein New Y ork and Cram & Ferguson in Boston, before serving as an architect in the U.S. Navy
1917-1920. He maintained a private practice with various partners (most prominently as Bush-Brown, Gailey &
Heffeman) while teaching & the Georgia Ingtitute of Technology, becoming head of the department in 1925,
director of the school of architecture in 1948, and retiring as professor emeritus in 1957. He served as heed of
the Georgia Historic American Building Survey in 1936-37. Bush-Brown designed over adozen university
buildings, primarily in Georgia, and beginning in Collegiate Tudor Revival style of his predecessors, but
eventualy shifting to Modem style. After retirement, he moved to Duxbury, into ahouseon St. George Street,
the location of the family home of hiswife Marjorie. Her father, Boston half-toner and engraver James C.
Conant, had created the Duxbury Library bookplate.

In hisfina entry inthe American Architects Directory, Bush-Brown highlightsa sngle ingance of public
sarvice, his chairing of the Duxbury Free Library Building Committee from 1967 to 1970. For the first timea
client of architecture, Harold Bush-Brown became consumed by the chalenges of adding aModem style wing
to an Italian Renaissancerevival library, and he decided to write abook about the Duxbury Public Library,
entitled The Biography of a Building, to guide other smdl tovras through the process. " This narrative would
show how members of the committee and the architects they gppointed handled the many problems that they
encountered in their search for a satisfactory solution.” The book evolved into both amemoir of Bush-Brovras
career, and alarger examination of the changesin architectural education and practice through the course of the
20* century:

It ssamed to me that there was aneed for an explanation that included an account of the origin and
nature of the dragtic, fundamental, revolutionary change that hed taken place between the time of the
origina library of 1908 and the year 1968, when the addition was being constmcted. To undersand how
and why the addition differed from the earlier building seamed to call for arecital of many incidentsin
my persond experience as a sudent, practitioner, and teacher, which, | hoped, would reved what is
meant by modem design as it gopearsin the addition and how it differs from the origina traditional
building.*”

Y et the Wright Memorial Library remains a the center of Bush-Brovras book, as exemplar and metgphor of the
consgency and historical grounding of Modem architecture in the wider architectura tradition. The Appendix
describes, indetall, the exagperation that Bush-Brown, a Southemer for most of hislife, experienced in
shepherding the project through the democracy of the anud New England tovra meeting. And dthough neither

(continued)

Harold Bush-Brown, Beaux Arts to Bauhaus and Beyond: An Architect's Perspective (New Y ork: Whitney Library of
DesignAVatson-Guptill, 1976), 8.
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Bush-Brovra nor John Chedey redized it until the opening day of the Duxbury FreeLibrary, they shared a
direct link through Hugh Stubbins, who had been Bush-Brown's pupil a Georgia Tech beforejoining the
faculty & Harvard, where he taught Chedey. In his foreword to Bush-Brown's subsequent book. Beaux Artsto
Bauhaus and Beyond, Hugh Stubbins writes:

When Harold Bush-Brovra asked me what | thought of the title of hisbook, | told him it could hardly be
bettered, snce his pergpective on the profession isunique. . . . Harold Bush-Brovra had the gift of
nurturing the talents and ambitions of the young without imposing his own views upon them. He was
ableto accept and promote drastic changesherdded by the Bauhaus without losing his pergpective or his
respect for the past. He was dways ableto recognize that new formsemerge from their antecedents,

even if in violent reaction to them. Unlike Gropius, he never abandoned the history of architecture as a
necessay requisite in the education of an architect. It is perhgps significant that Gropius in the end
changed his mind, and reingtated history as part of the architectura curriculum a Harvard.

Harold Bush-Brovra demondrated this linkage of the digoarate dements of 20/ century architectura history by
telling of avisit he made during the 1910s to Ralph Adams Cram's suburban home with some other draftsmen
on a Sunday aftemoon.

After being introduced to Mrs. Cram and having been shown around, one of the older men was
bold enough to ask, "How doesit hgppen, Mr. Cram, consdering your belief in the Gothic of the middle
apes as the only architecture worthy of our respect, that you are living in acolonia houss?

"Y ou should know by now," Mr. Cram replied, "that architects are not accountable. You s that
little nondescript medieval-looking house down the road. Well! Thet iswhere the greet authority on
colonia lives—Chandler."

How could | have imagined that one day | would be taking part in the renovation and enlarging
of one of Josgph Everett Chandler's creations, the Duxbury Library?*”

Archaeological Significance

Historic archaeologicd resources described above may contribute important information rdated to the early
sttlement and economy of Duxbury fromthe 17* through documented use of the property in the mid-19*

(continued)
Hugh Stubbins, "Foreword," in Harold Bush-Brown, Beaux Arts to Bauhaus and Beyond: An Architect's Pergpective (New Y ork:

Whitney Library of Design/Watson-Guptill, 1976), 6.
* Harold Bush-Brown, Beaux Arts to Bauhaus and Beyond: An Architect's Perspective, 23.
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century. Additiona historical research combined with archaeologica survey and testing may identify
components of farmsteads located on the library property or neighboring properties that o far have remained
unidentified. Barns, outbuildings, and occupationd-rdated features (trash pits, privies, wells) may exist that
were rdlated to residentia properties located on both Sdesof the library property by 1833 or earlier.

Stmctura evidence rdated to the Duxbury FreeLibrary, bams, sables, outbuildings, and occupationd-rel ated
features may contribute important information that documents the origins, age, and use of this property.
Additional historical research combined with archaeologica survey and testing may locate documentary and/or
stimctura evidence that document the movement of the Wright Guest House from the north Sde of . George
Street to the Ste of the existing library. Stmctura evidence may exist that documents amore recent datefor the
first library's foundation than itsrelated building. Detalled andyss of the contents of occupationd-related
features may a0 contribute important evidence of the origins and age of the first library building and its
potential use as aresdencethen library building. Archaeologica resourcesmay aso contribute important
information related to the architectura characterigtics of the Duxbury Free Library, and potentia reuse of parts
of that gmcture inlater Wright Memoria Library constmction.

(end)
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street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard .telephone  fii7-7?7-fi47n
city or town BOSQCL ,State  MA . Zip code 02125

AHriitinnal DoKiimentatinn
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items (Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this Item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Town of Duxbury
street & number  Town Hall, 878 Tremont Street .telephone 7R1-9.74-1104

city or town Duxtiury . state  MA . Zip code 02332

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit In accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form Is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
Instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the fonn. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this form to the Chief, Administrative Sen/ices Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenwork Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.

mts.:..ftmtAStiiimit?
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Van Syck, Abigail A. FreetoAll: Carnegie Libraries & American Culture, 1890-1920. Chicago: University of
Chicago Press, 1995.

Waterman, Thomas Tileston. The Mangons of Virginia 1706-1776. New Y ork: Bonanza BooksAJniversty of
North Carolina Press, 1945.

Wentworth, Dorothy. "The Duxbury Library." Duxbury Clipper 26 January 1967, 2 February 1967.

Withey, Henry F., and Else Rathburn Withey. Biographical Dictionary of American Architects (Decessed). Los
Angeles New Age, 1970.

""Wright' Timeto Restore." Duxbury Clipper 16 March 2005.

Maps. A Map of Duxbury, Mass., Surveyed by John Ford Jr., 1833 (Boston: Pendleton’'sLithog.); Town of
Duxbury, Mass, and Village of Duxbury, Mass, 1879. These mgps are available inthe Duxbury Room of
the Duxbury Free Library, and the latter pair is reproduced in both Forgit and Long. Atlas of Surveys of
Plymouth County and Town of Cohasset, Norfolk Co. Massachusetts (Springfield: J. L. Richards Co.,
1903).

Plans. Copiesfor the plansfor Josgph Everett Chandler's three Massachusdttslibraries are on fileinthe
Blueprints Collection a the Massachusetts State Archives: Wright Memoria Library in Duxbury (Case
B, Rack 2, Apart. 27, No. 6013); Adams Public Library a Kingston, undated (Case C, Rack 2, Apart.
11, No. 5651); Weston Memorial Library & Sandwich, 8 sheats 1909 (Case D, Rack 4, Apart. 10, No.
40141).

(end)
10. Boundary Description

The Nationa Register boundary for this property corregpondsto the legd boundary of the lot containing the
Wright Memorid Library, avacant former public library owned by the Town of Duxbury, & 147 S. George
Streat. The legd description is Parcd 180-506-010 (Map 180, Block 0506). Itisillustrated on the Town of
Duxbury Assessor'sMap 180A (adthough the building footprint on that map hes been rotated 90 degrees). All of

(continued)
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Section number 9-10 Page 4 Duxbury (Plymouth), MA

the surrounding land is dso publicly owned. The irregularly shaped lot is 144 feet on the north dong S. George
Strest, 1584 on the eedt dong the driveway to the Duxbury Middle School, 1994 feet on the south, and 140
feet on the wed. o " S « < *»

Boundary Justification

The boundaries correspond to the legd boundaries of the lot immediately surrounding the Wright Memoria
Library, owned by the Town of Duxbury.

(end)
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[llustrations A-G: Finegold Alexander + Assodiaes|nc., 2004 renovation

First Floor Plan

Basament FHoor Plan

Mezzanine Floor Plan

North eevation o
South elevation

West levation

Eadt dlevation

@mMmoOw>

[llustrations H-M: Josgph Chandler Architect, 1907

H. First Floor Plan

L Basament Plan

J. Front devation

K. Sde devation

L. Rear devation

M. Transverse section

[llustrations N-P: Harold Bush-Brown, Beaux Arts to Bauhausand Beyond (1976)

N. Firgt Floor Plan of Duxbury Library expanson
O. Basament Plan for Duxbury Library expandon
P. Plot Plan for Duxbury Library Expanson

Figure 1: Original Duxbury FreeLibrary onits original ste, prior to 1903
Figure 2: Wright Memorial Library shortly after its completion

Fgure 3: Early view of Reading Room, looking eest

Fgure 4. Early view of the Librarian's Desk, looking south

Figure 5: Wright Memoria Library, post 1937.

(end)
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Timothy Orwig was the photographer for all the photographs, which were taken on 4 May 2005,
and the negatives ae in his possesson. All of the photogrgphs show the Wright Memoria
Library, 147 S. George Sirest, Duxbury, Plymouth County, Massachusetts

1 Looking south, showing north faBade of 1907 building.

2. Looking southwest, showing north and eest facades.

3. Looking west, showing eedt faBade.

4. Looking northwest, showing south and eaest faBades

5. Looking northeest, showing south and west feBades

6. Looking eadt, showing wes feBade.

7. Looking eadt, showing wes feBade.

8. Looking southeast, showing north and west faBades

9. Detail: southwestem comer of central dome. Looking northeedt.

10. Detail: southeastem comer of 1909 building. Looking northwest.

11. Detail: dectrica lamp pole dongdde front sdewak, with three lamps in the background in
front of north faBade of west wing of original building. Looking southwest.

12. Interior detail: Coffered central dome and oculus skylight, looking eest from gallery.
13. Interior detail: Eagtern reading room, looking esst from centra rotunda

14. Interior detail: Woodwork detail of the mantepiece and sde pillar, eastem reading room.

(continued)
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[llustrations A-G: Finegold Alexander + Assodiaes Inc., 2004 renovation

First Floor Plan
Basement Foor Plan
Mezzanine Floor Plan
North devation

South elevation

West elevation

Ead devation

@mmoQOw>

[llugtrations H-M: Josgph Chandler Architect, 1907

H. First Hoor Plan

L Basament Plan

J. Front elevation

K. Sde devation

L. Rear dlevation

M. Transverse section

[llustrations N-P: Harold Bush-Brown, Beaux Arts to Bauhaus and Beyond (1976)

N. First Floor Plan of Duxbury Library expanson
O. Basament Plan for Duxbury Library expanson
P. Plot Plan for Duxbury Library Expanson

Figure1l Origina Duxbury FreeLibrary onits origina dte, prior to 1908
Figure2 Wright Memorial Library shortly after its completion

Figure 3 Early view of Reading Room, looking et

Figure4 Early view of the Librarian's Desk, looking south

Figure5 Wright Memorial Library, post 1937.

(end)
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Fogurel Theorignal Duxbury FreeLibrary, onitsorignd dte prior to 1908 Sourae
and date unknoan; reprinted in Janice Neubaue's " The Duxbury Free Library, 1839
1989, Backgraund and Higory."
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Hgure 2. The Wright Memorid Library shortly after its completion. Source ad date
unknown; reprinted in Janice Neubaua's "The Duxbury Free Library, 1889-1989,
Background ad Higtory."
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Hgure 3. Ealy view of the Reeding Room, looking eedt, date unknown. Duxbury Free
Library Higory file, Duxbury Free Library.
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E. C. Turner, Photographer

Duxbury FreeLibrary. (Erected in 1909, in memory o] George B. Wright.)

Figure 5. The Wright Memorial Library, as pictured in E. Waldo Long, The Story of
Duxbury 1637-1937.
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Firg Floor Plan of the Duxbury Library expangon, 1965, as published by Hardd Bush-Brown
on pege B8 of Beaux Arts to Bauhaus and Beyond: An Architedt's Pargoedtive (New York:
Whitney Library of DesgnMWatson-Guptill, 1976).

Thefinal plan for the main floor of the new Duxbury Library shows four principal zones. the
central rotunda flanked by balancing wings, thetransitional oval room and circulation desk,
the stack and reading areas, and the children's wing.



Basement Plan for the Duxbury Library expanson, 1965, aspublished in The Duxbury Clipper
13 January 1966.



Plat Plan for the Duxbury Library expangon, 1965, as published by Hardd Bush-Brown an pege
63 of Beaux Arts to Bauhaus and Beyond: An Architedt's Perpedtive (New Yark: Whitney
Library of Desgn\Watson-Guptill, 1976).

Plot plan for the Duxbury Library showsthe original building facing north on S. George Street
and the nnv wing extending behind it with major entries fromwest and east.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusatts Historical Commission

May 16, 2007

Mr. J. Paul Loether
National Register of Historic Flaces
Department of the Interior

National Park Service RECEIVED 2280

1201 Eye Street, NW, 8* floor

Washington, DC 20005 MY 29 207
Dear Mr. Loether: NAREGSTER QritiSiUHICPUCES

m\mi PR SRUXS
Endosed please find the following nomination form:

Wright Memorial Library, 147 St. George S., Duxbury (Plymouth), MA

The nomination has bean voted digible by the Siate Review Board and haes been signed by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The owners of the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity
to commen. .

Sincerdy,

Betsy Friedberg
National Regigter Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

endosure

(s o Tim Orwig, congultart
Batera Kiley, Duxbury Higoricd Commisson
Hizabeth Sullivan, Duxbury Board of Sdednmen
Amy McNeb, Hanning Board Chair

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.sec.sate ma.us'mhc



