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ENTRY NUMBER
(Type all entries —complete applicable sections)
NAME
COMMON :
FitzHugh Lane House
AND/OR HISTORIC:
(2. LOCATtON
STREET AND NUMBER:
Harbor side of Rogers Street
CITY OR TOWN:
Gloucester
COUNTY:
M assachusetts 20 Essex 009
3. CLASSIFICATION
CATEGORY OWNERSHIP STATUS ACCESSIBLE
(Check  One) TO THE PUBLIC
District Building [5f Public Public Acquisition: Occupied CD Yes:
Site Structure . Privote . In Process Q  Unoccupied [S Restricted .
. Both . Being Considered C Preservation work Unrestricted
Object . .
in progress (| N(H preset/\
PRESEN T USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)
Agricultural . Government . Park
Commerc iai . Industrial . Private Residence . Other (Specify) - | Q Urbatl
Educational . MUitary . Religious . renevva]
Entertainment . Museum . Scientific .
Testor Ixrfae-
4. OWNER OF PROPERTY imdertakea
OWNERS NAME:
Gloucester Housing
STREET AND NUMBER:
Maplewood Park  /Q
CITY OR TOWN: STATE:
Gloucester Massachusetts 20
5. LOCATION OF LEGAL DESCRIP
COURTHOUSE. REGISTRY OF DEEDS. ©®
Essex Registry of Deeqs*SoutBSraPis @
STREET AND NUMBER:
32 Federal Street
CITY OR TOWN: STATE
MO
Sdem M assachusetts 20 ®
APPROXIMATE ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY: 1,5 aCrCs'’
< ftEPfJESENTATION iN EXISTING SURVEYS
TITLE OF SURVEY:
Inventory of the Historical Assets of Massachusetts
DATE OF SURVEY: Federal f1 State County Local .
DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:
Massachusetts Historical Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:
Office of the Secretary. State House
CITY OR TOWN: STATE: CODE

20

N O389°83N O



f? DESCRIPTION
(Check One)
CONDITION .
Excellent Q Good Fair Deteriorated Q Ruins Q Unexposed [ 1
(Checfc Onel fCliec/c One)

INTEGRITY
Altered - Unaltered Moved - Original Site n

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if fcnOKn; PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Situated in a park on arise which commands one of the finest views of the harbor,
the three story Fitz Hugh Lane House, built 1849-50, is both forbidding and
romantic in appearance. The various sized handcut stone blocks, massive granite
jambs and Ufitels of the numerous windows create a horizontal effect subordinate
to the strong vertical emphasis produced by the situation of the house, its height
and the seven steeply pitched, irregularly placed gables. The gable timbers

rest solidly on simple and massive brackets. Externally the Gothic Revival
elements of the house are revealed by the gables and vertical emphasis,

while internally four celled Gothic vaults cover the chambers and stairwell of

the upper floor.

The setting of the house is now starkly dramatic and suitable to the rocks of Cgpe
Ann, athough according to one source, during Lane's life gardens, noted for
the beauty of the flowersand quality of the fruits, terraced downto the water.

Repairs are needed to t he foundation to make the building structurally sound.
Restoration of the exterior, and to the interior including balustrades, mouldings ard ™
fireplace mantels are necessary. Site improvements necessary to restore the m
historic character and usefulness of the property are considered.
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fFICANCE
PERIOD (*Check One or More as Appropriate)
Pre-Columbian - 16th Century Q 18th Century . 20th Century
15th Century . 17th Century . 19th Century n

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1849_186 q

AREAS OF sifeMiFi CAN c £ (Chee.K 0T>e .9f Morf «s ApptQPrialBi

Abor iginal Educati on . Political . AUrton Planning
Prehistoric . Engineering o o Religion/Phi- Other  (SpecifyX
Historic . Industry . losophy o - - Architecture

Agricu lture . Invention . Sc ience

Art La ndscape Sculpture

Commerce . Archi tecture Sociol/Humon-

Commun 1cations e Li terature . i tarian

Conservation . Military . Theater

Music . Transportation
STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc)

Fitz Hugh ["ix” is considered today the first native marine painter of real stature.
He was born in Gloucester in 1804 and athough he lived in Boston for a period,
he returned to Gloucester permanently in 1848. He and his brother-in-law,
Ignatius Win”s built this house, in which Lane lived until his death in 1865.

His artistic training began in the early 1830's when he moved from Gloucester to
Boston to become an apprentice to William Pendleton. By 1845, Lane and the
marine painter, J,S.A, Scot had formed a lithographic business which was active
until after 1847.

Lane meade a significant contribution not only to American painting, but to history.
His best marine paintings are among the most valued works of the period, and his
accurate and detailed portrayals of vessels and landscapes are significant records
of this important era, as are his historical accounts of naval engagements.

Although he is known for his oils of marine scenes, ship portraits and shoreline
views. Lane also produced a few portraits and landscapes. The subject matter of
his lithographs range from commercial material to book illustrations and topo-
graphical depictions, particularly of the New England coast.

His paintings can be found in the Karolik Collection, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston;
the Shelburne Museum, Shelburne, Vermont; and the Cgpe Ann Scientific, Literary
and Historical Association, Gloucester, Mass.

The Fitz Hugh Lane House was certified a Massachusetts Historic Landmark on
April 24, 1969.



MAJOR BmLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES
Brooks, Alfred Mansfield, "Fitz Hugh Lane House in Gloucester, ""Essex Institute
Historical Collections, July, 1942.

Sharf, Frederic A., "Fitz Hugh Lane, His Life and His Art," Antiques, Magazine
Nov., 1960.

Wilmerding, John, A History of American Marine Painting, Boston, Little Brown
& Company, 1968.

, "As Under A Bell Jar, A Study of Quality in Fitz Hugh Lane", Antiques
Magazine, October, 1962.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA

LATITUDE AND UONGITUDE COORDINATES 0 LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY

R ' . OF LESS THAH ONE-ACRE
CORNER LATITU DE LONGITUDE LATI TUDE LONGI TUDE
Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
w42 ° 36 e 42 " °© 39 « 41" ° ! a
NE 42 ° 36 44 "+-70° 39 "' 39" |
SE. 42 ° 36' 40 " 70° 39 - 35" '

W42 " 367r8Sh”™ 70° 39 . 37"

LIST ALL ST AT «"3V»iJil*jtirQij'3;~'~MJ?"9R PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

COUNTY
11. FORM PREPARE
NAME AND TI TLE:
ORGANI ZATION DATE
I'VlasssnhusattR Historical Commission April 24, 1969
STREET AND NUMBER:
Office of the Secretarv, State House
CITY OR TOWN:
Boston M assachusetts 20
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA |ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION
As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na- ) ) o )
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Lan? | hereby certify that this property is included in the
89-665), | hereby nominate this property for inclusion National Register.

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National State Local .

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presefvation

Date
Name

jretary of the Commonwealth,
Title Chairman. Massachusetts
Historical Commission tional  PRegi ster

Dee  April 24. 1969 Date m 2510
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'Form 10-301 _ 'UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR

(Dec. 1968) NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
PROPERTY MAP FORM
(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map)

NAME

COMMON : Fitz Hugh Lane House
AND/ OR HISTORIC :

tOCATION

STREET AND NUMBER:

Harbor side of Rogers Street

CITY OR TOWN:

Gloucester

COUN TY:

M assachusetts 20
MAP REFERENCE

U.S.G.S. 71/2'. quadrangle Glouce”
1:24.000

REQUIREMENTS

TO BE INCLUDEO ON ALL MAPS
1. Property broundaries where required.
2. North arrow.

3. Latitude and longitude reference.

STATE

Massachusetts

COUNTY
Essex
FOR NPS USE ONLY

ENTRY NUMBER
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Hon. John 7. X. Savorea

tecrertaary of the CUMMOIW—I1th

Chalraan

MassachtBMtts Histor ical CoBxaisdon

Boston, NBUB®BdmMitts 08133

OMT Mr. SavoreB:

¥ ar« plIMsad to infono you that th* hlotcarlc pgepeatiea listed on
th« «Bclosure hsv* been plased on tbe niticnwl Reglater of Ulstorie
Places. Senators Bftvnd M. Keme'y «ad Xdmrd V* ]ta*»ke and the
appropriate Representatives have also iMdi notified. Please with-
hold & piibliclty on this until you have receiv«d a caarban copy

of the Congressonal coorregpondence

Sincerely yours.

finoeat Allen Connally
Chief, Office of Archeodloey
and Historic Preservation

ftttloaxcre

totearad in the ftitiooal Register U1

cet
HR

ROenblenn 6/2V?0 BASC FII£ HEFAHED IH HR



Properties added to the national Reglst” of Historieal Places

MSSAHLEETTS
FitzHifih Lane House d oucester, Massachusetts
Trinity Church Bost on, Massachusetts

Un Park \Wr cest er, Massachusetts
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mm. ttMvd If. Kmmtv
VaAiton: DG
t
We are plaaaad to Infbm you that the historic parayarties liatadL en
N *BeXoaxd« teve baan rwrttwrttafl liy A~ Ot«te Llaiscm Offioar
agpaiiitod kg thafluwrwwif)ar the lasaiaMtttatlda of tba fIMlonnl
Migtorie jhrasamttioa fsrogm |a WsaailiilaaniaMt ten bean adaaraA
into tha Batioiial Kagiatwr ef matorle Ilaaaa. Sanntar WaIMA V.
p Brooke aoA tlaa afprapelK|* Sepraaantativaa b«wva alao proiddad
A viUi this iafwnaltlwit By oo™ of this letter, the State liaiaon
A Officer, Han, *ahn F. X. Davoren, Sewatary of tiM OanaoBMadith,
& mAxma, Maaaaehttaatts Hiatarical Cussaiadon, Beston* M aasasauaatts
OSI33, has llIMwlae Wen notified. Aleaflet etplainins the Batlaaia
g SagleUr ia analeaaA.

A Snecr«3y yoors,

| 6 R

(GiA

C J 1 ¢eterbd John FheXMDbesebnBeRdBtarary of the Gnanonveal th, Chai rnan,
CC. Mssachusetts Historical Conmission, Boston, Massachusetts 02133

Duplicate letter sent to: Hon. Edward W Brooke
IMted States Senate
Véshington, D C

Creetar



Properties added to the Bational Resistor of Hstorical P aces
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TitEl&i|N Lane Qauea CHouceser, Massachusetts

Trinity Church Boston, Massachustts
Fitrk Vbrcester, Maasa<usatts
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Wublaftan, X« C.

Saaar Nr. anariafffeani
Ife are paaned to laften you that thsfntaaarfi mmj In
> maaac3n»xdta« haa bean aoBiaKtad by tha State liaiaon

OfXlecar i~ paiiiteA by the for tise liiniTdiiaatntlaii ef ttM
Brtinwal. Uatoarlc gtaaal wtimi lkeMean ia
bemn eedared into the National Racl«tar of ttstovia n«eaa. fonatora

M. Kineee\r end BtsacA W. Bvadka teve alao bean provided vith
this iBfcraatlan. BY exg ol «da ldddr, tha daita Ziaiaoa Offtear,
lan. Jam P. X. Bavavin, BexaeXT" of the CaanonMadth, Clhamnn»
Massanimedta autoriaal Comwtadiat, Boetea» HMssnhmetta 02133,
Baa Ukewlae >eea notified. A leaflrt erplatniBg tiw ftUoaal
Magatar is eadoead.
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_ JUL 1 190
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cct
Hon. John F. X Davoren, Secretary of the Qi rmonweal th, Chairnan,
Massachusetts Historical Comm ssion, Boston, Missachxisetts 02133



UNI TED STATES DEPARTMENT GF THE | NTERI OR
NATI ONAL PARK SERVI CE

NATI ONAL REA STER GF H STORI C PLACES
EVALUATI OV RETURN SHEET

REQUESTED ACTI ON: ADDI TI ONAL DOOUMENTATI ON

PROPERTY Lane, Fitz Henry (formerly known as Fitz Hugh) House

NAME

MULTI PLE
NAME

STATE & GANTY: NMASSACHUSETTS, Essex
DATE RECEl VED: 2/ 19/ 10 DATE GF PENDI NG LI ST:

DATE CF 16THDAY: DATE CF 45TH DAY: 4/ 05/ 10

DATE OF WEEKLY LI ST,
REFERENCE NUMBER 70000837
NCM NATCR  STATE
REASONS FOR REVI EW
APPEAL N DATA PRGBLEM N LANDSCAPE N LESS THAN 50 YEARS
O'HR N PDIL: N PER QD N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED,
REQUEST: N SAWLE N SLR DRAFT: N NATI ONAL:
GOMMENT WAL VER N

NAOHEPT RETURN REJECT DATE

ABSTRACT/ SUMWARY COMMENTS

Approved

RECOM / CRI Tgpi

REVI EVER A // DI SCI PLI NE_
DNE

TELEPHONE 3"NM3 e [(?
DOOUMENTATI ON see attached comments Y/ N seeattached SLR Y/ N

[f anomnation i sreturned t othe nomnating authority, t he
nom nation i s no longer under consideration by the NPS.

222



RECEIVED 2280

FEB 12 200

NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

February 3, 20107.jjj*™ Fanas Galvin, Ssoday of the Commonweslth
Massachusdtts Historical Commisson

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief

National Regiger of Historic Flaces

Department of the Interior

Nationa Pak Service

1201 Eye Strest, N\W 8" floor

Washington, DC 20005

RE: Fitz Hugh Lane House, Gloucester (Essex County), Massachusetts
Dear Mr. Loether:

We are writing to request atechnical dhangeto the designation for the above noted
property, the home of the painter of maritime landscepes which was listed in the
National Register on July 10, 1970. Recent scholarship hes shown that the artist, whose
birth name was Nathaniel Rogers Lane, petitioned the Massachusatts Legidature in 1831
to change his namenot to Fitz Hugh Lane, but to Fitz Henry Lane. The petition was
granted March 13, 1832. In city directories and red estaterecords of the period. Laneis
listed &s Fitz H. Lane; on mos canvases he sgned his nameFitzH. Lane. However, two
paintings a the Metropolitan Museum of Art are dgned Fitz Henry Lane, and newspapers
of the period refer to him by that nameas well. Apparently, he was first referred to as
Fitz Hugh Lane sometimein the 1930s Many museums displaying Lane's maritime
paintings now refer to him as "Fitz Henry," rather than "Fitz Hugh," or as "Fitz Henry
(formerly known as Fitz Hugh) Lane'. Wetherefore request thet the National Regigster
designation for his house be changed to reflect this discovery. The gppropriate name for
the property would therefore be:

Fitz Henry (formerly known as Fitz Hugh) Lane House
Thank you.

Sincerdy,

Brona Smon
Sae Higtoric Preservation Officer
Executive Director

M assachusetts Historical Commisson

Cc: Charpersons, Gloucester Historica Commisson

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachustts 02125
(617) 727-8470. Fac (617) 727-5128
www.sscdatemausimhc



