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NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
INVENTORY - NOMINATION FORM 

(Type all entries — complete applicable sections) 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y : 

Essex 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

1. NAME 
C O M M O N : 

FitzHugh Lane House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

(2. LOCATtON 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Harbor side of Rogers Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Gloucester 

Massachusetts 20 

C O U N T Y : 

Essex 009 
3. C L A S S I F I C A T I O N 

CATEGORY 
(Check One) 

D i s t r i c t • B u i l d i n g [ 5 f 

Si te • S t ruc ture • 

Object • 

OWNERSHIP 

Public 

Pri vote • 
Both • 

Public Acquisit ion: 

In Process Q 

Being Considered C 

STATUS 

Occupied CD 

Unoccupied [ S 

Preservation work  
in progress I I 

ACCESSIBLE 

TO THE PUBLIC 

Yes: 

Restricted • 

Unrestricted 

Noat preset^ 
P R E S E N T U S E (Check One or More as Appropriate) 

A g r i c u l t u r a l • Government • Park 

Commerc ia i • I ndus t r i a l • Pr i va te Res idence • 
Educa t i ona l • MUitary • Re l i g i ous • 
En te r ta i nmen t • Museum • Sc ien t i f i c • 

Other (Specify) • I Q Urbat l 

renewal 

Testor Ixrfae-
4 . OWNER OF P R O P E R T Y imdertakea 

O W N E R S N A M E : 

Gloucester Housing 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Maple wood Park /Q 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Gloucester 
5. L O C A T I O N OF L E G A L DESCRIP 

C O U R T H O U S E . R E G I S T R Y O F D E E D S . 

Essex Registry of Deeqs^SoutBSra Pis 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

32 Federal Street 

S T A T E : 

Massachusetts 20 

C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Salem 
S T A T E 

Massachusetts 20 
A P P R O X I M A T E A C R E A G E O F N O M I N A T E D P R O P E R T Y : 1 , 5 a C r C S ' 

< ftEPfJESENTATION iN EXISTING SURVEYS 
T I T L E O F S U R V E Y : 

Inventory of the Historical Assets of Massachusetts 

CO 
CO 

M O 
CD 
CD 

D A T E O F S U R V E Y : 1968 Federal f l State County • Local • 
D E P O S I T O R Y F O R S U R V E Y R E C O R D S : 

Massachusetts H i s to r i ca l Commiss ion 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Office of the Secretary. State House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : S T A T E : C O D E 

Massachusetts 02133 20 

o 
Z 
"0 
cn 

C 
cn 

m 
O 
z 



f? DESCRIPTION 

C O N D I T I O N 
E x c e l l e n t Q Good Fa i r 

( C h e c k One) 

De te r i o ra ted Q Ru ins Q Unexposed [ 1 

I N T E G R I T Y 
( C h e c f c O n e J 

A l t e r e d • Una l t e red 

f C / i e c / c O n e ) 

Moved • O r i g i n a l S i te ^ 

D E S C R I B E T H E P R E S E N T A N D O R I G I N A L ( i f fcnOK'n; P H Y S I C A L A P P E A R A N C E 

Situated in a park on a rise which commands one of the finest views of the harbor, 
the three story Fitz Hugh Lane House, built 1849-50, is both forbidding and 
romantic in appearance. The various sized handcut stone blocks, massive granite 
jambs and Ufitels of the numerous windows create a horizontal effect subordinate 
to the strong vertical emphasis produced by the situation of the house, its height 
and the seven steeply pitched, irregularly placed gables. The gable timbers 
rest solidly on simple and massive brackets. Externally the Gothic Revival 
elements of the house are revealed by the gables and vertical emphasis, 
while internally four celled Gothic vaults cover the chambers and stairwell of 
the upper floor. 

The setting of the house is now starkly dramatic and suitable to the rocks of Cape 
Ann, although according to one source, during Lane's life gardens, noted for 
the beauty of the flowers and quality of the fruits, terraced down to the water. 

Repairs are needed to t he foundation to make the building structurally sound. 
Restoration of the exterior, and to the interior including balustrades, mouldings 
fireplace mantels are necessary. Site improvements necessary to restore the 
historic character and usefulness of the property are considered. 
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fFICANCE 

U 

a: 
H 

111 

IU 

PERIOD (• Check One or More as Appropriate) 

P r e - C o l u m b i a n • 16th Cen tu ry Q 

15th Century • 17th Centu ry • 

18th Cen tu ry • 

19th Centu ry ^ 

20th Century • 

SPECIFIC DATE(S) (If Applicable and Known) 1849-186.q 
AREAS OF sifeMiFi CAN c £ (Chee.K 0T>e .9f Morf «s ApptQPrialBi 

Abor i g ina l Educa t i on • P o l i t i c a l • ^ U r t o n P l a n n i n g 

P r e h i s t o r i c • E n g i n e e r i n g • • R e l i g i o n / P h i ­ Other (SpecifyX 

H i s t o r i c • I ndus t r y • l osophy • - - Arch i tec ture 
Agr i cu I ture • I n v e n t i o n • Sc ience • 
Ar t La ndscape Scu lp ture • 
Commerce • A r c h i tec tu re S o c i o l / H u m o n -

Commun 1 ca t i ons • L i te ra ture • i t a r i an • 
C o n s e r v a t i o n • M i l i t a r y • Thea te r • • 

M u s i c • T r a n s p o r t a t i o n • 

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Include Personages, Dates, Events, Etc) 

Fitz Hugh l^ix^ is considered today the first native marine painter of real stature. 
He was born in Gloucester in 1804j and although he lived in Boston for a period, 
he returned to Gloucester permanently in 1848. He and his brother-in-law, 
Ignatius W i n ^ s built this house, in which Lane lived until his death in 1865. 

His artistic training began in the early 1830's when he moved from Gloucester to 
Boston to become an apprentice to William Pendleton. By 1845, Lane and the 
marine painter, J,S.A, Scot had formed a lithographic business which was active 
until after 1847. 

Lane made a significant contribution not only to American painting, but to history. 
His best marine paintings are among the most valued works of the period, and his 
accurate and detailed portrayals of vessels and landscapes are significant records 
of this important era, as are his historical accounts of naval engagements. 

Although he is known for his oils of marine scenes, ship portraits and shoreline 
views. Lane also produced a few portraits and landscapes. The subject matter of 
his lithographs range from commercial material to book illustrations and topo­
graphical depictions, particularly of the New England coast. 

His paintings can be found in the Karolik Collection, Museum of Fine Arts, Boston; 
the Shelburne Museum, Shelburne, Vermont; and the Cape Ann Scientific, Literary 
and Historical Association, Gloucester, Mass. 

The Fitz Hugh Lane House was certified a Massachusetts Historic Landmark on 
April 24, 1969. 



MAJOR BmLIOGRAPHICAL R E F E R E N C E S 

Brooks, Alfred Mansfield, "Fitz Hugh Lane House in Gloucester, ""Essex Institute 
Historical Collections, July, 1942. 

Sharf, Frederic A . , "Fitz Hugh Lane, His Life and His Art , " Antiques, Magazine 
Nov., 1960. 

Wilmerding, John, A History of American Marine Painting, Boston, Little Brown 
& Company, 1968. 

, "As Under A Bell Jar, A Study of Quality in Fitz Hugh Lane", Antiques 
Magazine, October, 1962. 

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 
L A T I T U D E A N D U O N G I T U D E C O O R D I N A T E S 
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11. FORM P R E P A R E 
N A M E A N D T l T L E : 

O R G A N I Z A T I O N D A T E 

TVIassanhusettR Historical Commission April 24, 1969 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Office of the Secretarv, State House 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Boston Massachusetts 20 
12. STATE LIAISON OFFICER CERTIFICA I ION NATIONAL REGISTER VERIFICATION 

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­

tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law? 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 

in the National Register and certify that i t has been 

evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 

level of significance of this nomination is: 

National State • Local • 

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register. 

Name 

Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Presefvation 

Date 

jretary of the Commonwealth, 
Title Chairman. Massachusetts 

Historical Commission 

Date April 24. 1969 

tional Regi 

Date 

- Register 

m 2 5 1970 











'Form 10-301 _ 
(Dec. 1968) 

'UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 

PROPERTY MAP FORM 

(Type all entries - attach to or enclose with map) 

t NAME 

S T A T E 

Massachusetts 
C O U N T Y 

Essex 
FOR NPS USE ONLY 

E N T R Y N U M B E R 

7(5-"I pt) 

C O M M O N : Fitz Hugh Lane House 
A N D / O R H I S T O R I C : 

2. tOCATION 
S T R E E T A N D N U M B E R : 

Harbor side of Rogers Street 
C I T Y O R T O W N : 

Gloucester 

IU 
IU 

Massachusetts 20 

C O U N T Y : 

U.S.G.S. 7 1/2'. quadrangle G l o u c e ^ 

MAP REFERENCE 

1:24.000 
1960 

4, REQUIREMENTS 
T O B E I N C L U D E O O N A L L M A P S 

1. Property broundaries where requi red. 

2. North arrow. 

3. La t i tude and longi tude reference. 
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Hon. John 7. X. Savorea 
tecrertaary of the CUMMOIW—1th 
Chalraan 
MassachtBMtts Historical CoBxaisslon 
Boston, NBUBSBxdmMtts 08133 

OMT Mr. SavoreB: 

¥• ar« plMsed to infono you that th* hlotcarlc psrerpertiea listed on 

th« «Bclosure hsv* been plased on tbe niticnwl Reglater of Ulstorie 

Places. Senators Bftvnd M. Keoziê y «ad Xdmrd V* ]ta^»ke and the 

appropriate Representatives have also iMeti notified. Please with­

hold asQr piibliclty on this until you have receiv«d a caarbon copy 

of the Congressional coorrespondence. 

Sincerely yours. 

finoeat Allen Connally 
Chief, Office of Archeoloey 

and Historic Preservation 

ftttloaxcre 

_ JUL 1 1970 
totearad in the ftitiooal Register 
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Properties added to the national Reglst^ of Historieal Places 

MASSACHUSETTS 

FitzHufih Lane House Gloucester, Massachusetts 
Trinity Church Boston, Massachusetts 
Urn Park Worcester, Massachusetts 
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JUL 14 1970 

mm. ttMvd If. Kmmtv 
QdLtaA 8ta«M Wawrta 
VaiAiiactoR^ D. G. 

7//3 

t 

We are plaaaad to Infbm you that the historic parayarties liatadL en 

^ *BeXoa«r« teve baan nwrtfwrttafl liy ^ 0t«te Llaiscm Offioar 

agpoiiitod lagr tha fluwrwwf f)ar the lasaiaMtttatlda of tba flMlonnl 

Mistorie jhrasamttioa fsrogm la Wsaailiiiaania Mt ten bean aoiaaraA 

into tha Batioiial Kagiatwr ef matorle Ilaaaa. Sanntar WbtmeA V. 

p Brooke aoA tlaa afprapelKl* Sepraaantativaa b«va alao proiddad 

^ viUi this iafwnaltlwit By co;;̂  of this letter, the State liaiaon 

^ Officer, Han, *ohn F. X. Davoren, Sewatary of tiM OanaoBMaalth, 

&mAxma, Maaaaehttaatts Hiatarical Cussaiaslon, Beaton* Maaaaeauaatts 

OS133, has lllMwlae Wen notified. A leaflet eitplainlns the Batlaaia 

g SagleUr ia analeaaA. 

^ Slnecr«3y yoors, 

I , ;a6, jR. 
(SGi.̂  

•I 
C k teterad in the Mttesel Ba«l8tar 

cc: 

Cireetar 

J5 1̂  g Hon. John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Conanonvealth, Chairman, 
Massachusetts Historical Commission, Boston, Massachusetts 02133 

Duplicate letter sent to: Hon. Edward W. Brooke 
IMited States Senate 
Washington, D. C. 



Properties added to the Bational Resistor of Historical Places 

NMBMCBBBBSS 
ssBssasassBBBas. 
7it£l&i|^ Lane Qouaa CHoucester, Massachusetts 
Trinity Church Boston, Massachusetts 

Fttrk Vbrcester, Maasa<^usatts 



ii30-ilR 

JUl 
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M Saaar Nr. anariafffeani 

^ Ife are paaneed to laften you that thsfntaaarfi mmj In 

> maaac3n»«tta« haa been aoBiaKtad by tha State liaiaon 

for tise liiniTeiiiaatntlaii ef ttM OfXlecar î paiiiteA by the 

- Brtlnwal. Uatoarlc gtaaai wtimi Ikê ean ia 

^ been eadared into the National Racl«tar of ttstovia n«eaa. fonatora 
NO 

i § 

M. Kinaaâ jr end BtsacA W. Bvaoka teve alao been provided vlth 

this iBfcraatlan. B̂ r eoggr oT «da lefefetr, tha staita Ziaiaoa Offtear, 

Ian. Jioim P. X. BavsMn, BeeretexT̂  of the CaanonMaalth, C!hamnn» 

Massanlmeetta autoriaal Cowwtaaliat, Boetea» HMssnhmetta 02133, 

Baa Ukewlae l>aaa notified. A leaflrt erplatnlBg tiw ftUoaal 

Maglatar is eaeloead. 

(SGD) GEORGE B. HARTZOG, JR. 

ia 
JUL 1 1970 

cct 
Hon. John F. X. Davoren, Secretary of the Coimnonwealth, Chairman, 

Massachusetts Historical Commission, Boston, Massachxisetts 02133 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: ADDITIONAL DOCUMENTATION 

PROPERTY Lane, F i t z Henry (formerly known as F i t z Hugh) 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Essex 

DATE RECEIVED: 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST; 

2/19/10 DATE OF PENDING LIST: 
DATE OF 4 5TH DAY: 

House 

4/05/10 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 70000837 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

N DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE: N LESS THAN 50 YEARS APPEAL 
OTHER: N PDIL: N 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: N 

PERIOD: N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED; 
SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: 

N 
N 
N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

ÂCCEPT RETURN REJECT 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

DATE 

Approved 

RECOM./CRITgpi 

REVIEWER A// 
TELEPHONE 

DISCIPLINE_ 

DATE 3 " ̂ 3 • /(? 

DOCUMENTATION see attached comments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 

I f a nomination i s r e t u r n e d t o the nominating a u t h o r i t y , the 
nomination i s no longer under c o n s i d e r a t i o n by the NPS. 



RECEIVED 2280 

FEB 1 2 2010 

NAT. REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

February 3, 2010^.jjj^j^ Frsmcis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth 
Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Mr. J. Paul Loether, Chief 
National Register of Historic Places 
Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 
1201 Eye Street, NW 8'" floor 
Washington, DC 20005 

RE: Fitz Hugh Lane House, Gloucester (Essex County), Massachusetts 

Dear Mr. Loether: 

We are writing to request a technical change to the designation for the above noted 
property, the home of the painter of maritime landscapes, which was listed in the 
National Register on July 10, 1970. Recent scholarship has shown that the artist, whose 
birth name was Nathaniel Rogers Lane, petitioned the Massachusetts Legislature in 1831 
to change his name not to Fitz Hugh Lane, but to Fitz Henry Lane. The petition was 
granted March 13, 1832. In city directories and real estate records of the period. Lane is 
listed as Fitz H. Lane; on most canvases, he signed his name Fitz H. Lane. However, two 
paintings at the Metropolitan Museum of Art are signed Fitz Henry Lane, and newspapers 
of the period refer to him by that name as well. Apparently, he was first referred to as 
Fitz Hugh Lane some time in the 1930s. Many museums displaying Lane's maritime 
paintings now refer to him as "Fitz Henry," rather than "Fitz Hugh," or as "Fitz Henry 
(formerly known as Fitz Hugh) Lane". We therefore request that the National Register 
designation for his house be changed to reflect this discovery. The appropriate name for 
the property would therefore be: 

Fitz Henry (formerly known as Fitz Hugh) Lane House 

Thank you. 

Sincerely, 

Brona Simon 
State Historic Preservation Officer 
Executive Director 

Massachusetts Historical Commission 

Cc: Chairpersons, Gloucester Historical Commission 

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125 
(617) 727-8470. Fax: (617) 727-5128 

www.sec.state.ma.us/mhc 


