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AREA 

N-A 

I M C W I U I I , I V I M - I V I R M 

FORM NO. 

N-A2 

Photo (3"x3" or 3"x5", black and 
white) Indicate address of 
property on back of photo. 
Staple to left side of form. 

Sketch Map: Draw map showing property's location 
in relation to nearest cross streets and/or 
geographical features. Indicate all buildings 
between inventoried property and nearest 
intersection(s). 
Indicate north 

see attached map 

Town Newton (Newton Corner) 

Address 825 Centre Street 

Historic Name Henry I . Harriman House 

(Putnam House) 

Use: Present BC Alumnae Center 

Original residential 

DESCRIPTION 

Date 1916 

Source Buildina Permit 

Style French Eclectic 

Architect John Barnard 

Exterior Wall Fabric stucco 

Outbuildings none 

Major Alterations (with dates) 

reglazing of south sunDorch-cl980? 

Condition excellent 

Moved no Date n/a 

Acreage under one—see attached map 

Setting part of Boston College Newton 

campus 

UTM REFERENCE iqjm ^ 10 /v^^ODfiO 

USGS QUADRANGLE KlFAMTnM 

SCALE \:zsono 

Recorded by Candace Jenkins/Susan Abele 

Organization Nevton Historical Comm. 

Date 5/1987; rev. 3/1988 



NATIONAL REGISTER CRITERIA STATEMENT (if applicable) 

Putiiam House possesses integrity of location, design, materials, workmansiiip. feeiing and 
association. It is signiiicant as an esception.al eî mple of tiie Frencli Eclectic style designe-d by 
local architect John Barnard. It is also represents tJie high end of Nemon's suburban ejq>ansion 
in the major î jrovrth decade of the 192'JS. Putnam House meets criteria x\ & C of the NRHP. 

ARCHITECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe important architectural features and evaluate in terms of 
otherr^biiildings within the,commur]ity. , ^ , • , ^ « 

Pumam nmse 12 a lormer Lentre street estate house ̂ hich is no-^ integr3.ted into the Boston College Ne '̂ion 
CQiapm. Because its former setting lias teen totally lost, the nomination is -'xinfined to the house and the land 
ertending 15' from its perimeter. Ptitnam iioi;se is one of se^j^rai elaborate estate houses erected on Centre 
Street in the early 20th century (see forms N-Al and N-024). Despite the loss of its setting, it remains as ;an 
exceptional and intact e:cample of the Erench Eclectic sr> ê. 

Putnam House is a s'rmmetricel, se-̂ en bay. stt;cco clad structure that rises t̂ ro stories to a steeply pitched slate 
roof ':''itii multiple dormers and foui' chimney stacics - '̂hich sit at right .angles. Carded modillions ;3nd ;an egg 
end dart molding accent the roofline. The facade is centered on ars.ther simple ;5!rched entry T/ith 
baiiizrraded Tuscan porch. This element is flcnlced by niches ^ t h shell-carved heads and French -^ndo'^ m 
the outer ba™. Upper story ~mdo w's are casements with balconies and s'-'a.gs beneath. One story sunporches 
are appended to both side eie'/ations; that to the south has single-pane replacement sash. The rear ele^^ation 
is elegantly detailed Tvith a qi^atrast'rte Connthian balcony o'rerloolang a balustraded terrace -^'ith curved 
steps ;3scending on Doth sides. The terrace axi-i foundation ai'e both riisticated. 

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played in local or state history and how the 
building relates to the development of the comnunity. 

Putnam Hoiase "/as built m 1916 as a private residence for Hera'v I . Hainman, T/ho TM'QS a vice-Fresident of the 
firm of Chace .5: Harriman, President of the Connecticut Pî ẑ-er Po-'er Ccmpany, ajid manager of the Ne~' 
England Pover Company. He "/as .adso a Vice-President ofthe Boston Chamber of Commerce and ari alderman 
for the City of Ne-ton. Architect for the hoiise iros John Barnard of ¥aban. This significant commission, 
early m Earanrd's career . estaLiisiied hu ."eputaticn and lead '0 many commissions in Nevton including the 
t. A. Day house built m 192'̂  .at 170 Sargent Street. 

In 1950, the Harriman house v/as acqi.ured by Nev/ton College of the Sacred Heart, vhich '•'as begun by the 
Society of the Sacred Heart in 1946. The Society of the Sacre<j Heart, foi.inded in France m 1800 by St. 
Madeleine Sophie Barat, supports schools and colleges for 'roiuig vomen in e'̂ ery part of the "•'orld. Its sister 
sciiool, Ne-wton Country' Day School of tiie Sacred Heart (N-U24) is iocaied on an adjacent site at 785 Centre 
Street. On June 28.1974, Nevton College of the Sacred Heart vas joined to Boston College (Area N-A) by ân 
agreement betveen the trustees ofthe twT) institutions. Boston College ;9ssumed the ;3ssets and liabilities of 
Nevton College, vhich then terminated its separate e::istence, and acqioired a 40 acre campus vith 15 
buildings. Putnam House, named in 1967 in honor of a benefactor Roger Loveil Putnam, is presently Boston 
College's center for alumnae affairs.. 

BIBLIOGRAPHY and/or REFERENCES 

Building Departjnent Records: 525 Centre Street, 555 Centre Street 
Boston College: A Guide to ttie Campus. 1^)72> 
City T)\x^U>ti^ and Mi'^'^Q, 3e>suti/ulNewton 8/85 



PHOTOGRAPH FROM NEWTON WAR MEMORIAL NEWTON GRAPHIC PUBLISHING CO. . NEW êHTtlASS..'n.d. 

HENRY 1. HARRIM.-\N 
r . l G l I T TWENTY FIVE CENTRE STREET NEWTON 



one Approm Ho 1024-001$ 

United states Department of the Interior 
National Park Service 

National Register of Historic Places 
Continuation Sheet 

Section number Page 

Multiple Resource Area 
Thematic Group 

Name 
State 

Newton MRA 
Middlesex County , MA 

Nomination/Type of Review 

141. Crimmins, Thomas A., House 
entered i n tne 

Hational Beglatei 

Date/Signature 

Attest 

.Hational aeglater 
Attest 

144. Hatmond, E. C , House Snterei In tliw ^HCeeper .^ALCA-

Hatloaai Haglfltex 
A t t e s t 

2Ac/fo 

142. Eddy, George W. , House fintered In ,._<^^eper^-^/^^^_ ^ . ^ ^ ^ ^ ^ r^//^Ao 

143. Goodbar, L a f e y e t t e , Housefintered I n the Keeper r ^'il^^yAu-^^.^.'^^i^.^., ̂  ^ A ^ ^ / f ^ 
NatloiiaJL Seglater 

A t t e s t 

145. Harr iman, Henry I . , House 
iantorel I n t h 
Hatlo,-.:&i 3iclf l tea> A t t e s t 

^ <>K^eper , jJ/t A^ 

146. H a r r i s o n , C. Lewis , House . '^Keeper 
Entered in CZ 
Satloaal Begiatex ^̂ ^̂ ^̂  

147. Hayward, Fred R., House '^Keeper 
fintered I n t i ie 
N a t i o n a l Regis ter A t t e s t 

Attest 

148. Hopewell, Frank B., House , 
Entered in the 
national Beglater 

149. Howes, C. G., Dry Cleaning—Carley /~~K:eeper ^A^iA...£,---±.e^,t.y^yc^ 
Real Es ta te Entered I n t l j a 

N a t i o n a l Begis te r A t t e s t 

150. Kessler, William F. , House f'Keeper ^^A^/t^ /A-t^-^ 
jinteruO. i n li-.B 
H a t l o a a i fiegiflter A t t e s t 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF THE INTERIOR 
NATIONAL PARK SERVICE 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES 
EVALUATION/RETURN SHEET 

REQUESTED ACTION: NOMINATION 

PROPERTY 
NAME: 

MULTIPLE 
NAME: 

Harriman, Henry I . , House 

Newton MRA 

STATE & COUNTY: MASSACHUSETTS, Middlesex 

DATE RECEIVED: 1/02/90 
DATE OF 16TH DAY: 2/01/90 
DATE OF WEEKLY LIST: 

DATE OF PENDING LIST: l/lfir/90 
DATE OF 45TH DAY: 2/16/90 

REFERENCE NUMBER: 90000028 

NOMINATOR: STATE 

REASONS FOR REVIEW: 

APPEAL: N 
OTHER: N PDIL: 
REQUEST: N SAMPLE: 

DATA PROBLEM: N LANDSCAPE 
N PERIOD: 
N 

N LESS THAN 50 YEARS: N 
N PROGRAM UNAPPROVED: N 

SLR DRAFT: N NATIONAL: N 

COMMENT WAIVER: N 

^CCEPT RETURN 

ABSTRACT/SUMMARY COMMENTS: 

REJECT 0 DATE Entered i n the 
Hational Beglater 

RECOM./CRITERIA_ 
REVIEWER 
DISCIPLINE 
DATE 

DOCUMENTATION see attached coiments Y/N see attached SLR Y/N 



CLASSIFICATION 

count resource type 

STATE/FEDERAL AGENCY CERTIFICATION 

FUNCTION 

historic current 

DESCRIPTION 

architectural classification 
materials 
descriptive text 

SIGNIFICANCE 

Period Areas of Significance—Check and jus t i f y below 

Specific dates Builder/Architect 
Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) 

summary paragraph 
completeness 
cl a r i t y 
applicable c r i t e r i a 
justification of areas checked 
relating significance to the resource 
context 
relationship of integrity to significance 
ju s t i f i c a t i o n of exception 
other 

BIBLIOGRAPHY 

GEOGRAPHICAL DATA 

acreage verbal boundary description 
UTMs boundary justification 

ACCOMPANYING DOCUMENTATION/PRESENTATION 

sketch maps ÛSGS maps photographs presentation 

OTHER COMMENTS 

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to 

Phone 

Signed Date 







Newion; MA-MRA 
825 Centre Street 
SBL: 13-21-1 

Assessors Map - Verified 1985 
Page: 59 NE 
Scale: 1"«40' Reduced 507„ 


