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The Pottawatomie Lighthouse is located at the northwest corner of Rock Island. 
It is a two-story coursed rubble building with a basement and a small frame 
addition at the southeast corner of the back wall of the main building. According 
to U. S. Coast Guard drawings the original building was constructed in 1839. It 
was rebuilt in 1858.

The outside dimensions for the main building are 33* x 31 f with 17 f 6" x 10 f for 
the frame addition. The exterior of the main building is grey limestone; the 
addition has vertical board and batten siding. Windows and doors have segmental 
stone arches.

Both roofs are covered with metal shingles on gable roofs, ridge running approxi 
mately North-South. The roof is straddled at the northern third by the square 
base for the light tower. The actual enclosure of the original light has been 
removed and an automated light is now located inside the original railing.

The building contains two apartments, one each at the first and second floor; 
the first floor apartment consists of kitchen, living room and one bedroom; and 
the second floor provides kitchen, living room and two bedrooms. The interior 
arrangement is original. Exterior doors lead to the first and basement floors 
near grade. The building is vacant and boarded up.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The oldest lighthouse in the Ninth Coast Guard District, which includes the 
U. S. portions of all the Great Lakes, the Pottawatomie Lighthouse on Rock Island 
in Lake Michigan was constructed in 1839. It was built on the northwest point 
of the island because the most used channel of navigation before Chicago and 
Milwaukee had gained prominence lay north of Washington Island. It was the 
highest lighthouse on all the inland lakes, its lantern being 137 feet above sea 
level and visible for twenty miles.

According to the "List of Light Houses and Lighted Beacons of the Coasts of 
Northern and Northwestern Lakes of the United States," compiled by the secretaries 
of the Lighthouse Board and dated January 1, 1866, the Pottawatomie Lighthouse 
was rebuilt in 1858, replacing an earlier light which washed away. The earlier 
lighthouse is supposed to have resembled the Bailey's Harbor Lighthouse built in 
1852 and still standing.

The Pottawatomie Lighthouse is one of the three earliest lighthouses in Door County 
and marked the passage from Green Bay to Lake Michigan. The light is still in use 
but is now automated.

1. Holand, Old Peninsula Days, 238
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION A plot of approximately two acres lying within the 
boundaries of U. S. Government reserve property whichi coincide, with the,Lake •__. 
Michigan shoreline on the west and north, the south section lines of^section 14 
aad.:15.». T34N. 'R3QE :and the center section Tlnp of sgr.Mhn IZrnn
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