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d Moved [3 Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Mineral Point Hill is a portion of land near the terminus of a high 
fingerlike prominence which extends in a southwesterly direction, lying 
between two tributary streams of the Mineral Point Branch of the Pecatonica 
river system and ending in a point on the east side of the city of Mineral 
Point. It lies along the southeast side of Shake Rag Street, from which it 
rises sharply — some 140 feet within a horizontal distance of approximately 
1000 feet — directly across the street from the fronts of the Pendarvis 
complex and other early Cornish miners' cottages. /The southwestern half 
of the nominated property is pockmarked with abandoned surface lead dig­ 
gings dating back to the 1830's and is the area from which the early 
lead miners could look back to their homes in the valley and see their 
wives shaking rags at noon to indicate that it was time for the men to eat 
their lunches. Among these diggings and elsewhere on the hill are also the 
surface remnants of once shafted lead mines. Another smaller group of old 
surface digging remains appears on the eastern slope of the hill. /

The greater part of the nominated-property is covered with an assort­ 
ment of grasses and weeds, shrubs and bushes, and a few trees of low to 
medium height, all growing in a more or less natural state. Because of 
the nature of the terrain, this part of Mineral Point Hill has remained 
largely unused since the mining days except for intermittent use as grazing 
land. An immediately adjacent area at the northeast corner of the property 
is arable, however, and currently under cultivation.

\S"On the eastern side of the hill is an abandoned stone building, typical
of Cornish stonework, which served for a time around 1911-1912 as the office 
of the New Jersey Zinc Company which operated the nearby Merry Christmas
mine.^While not in ruinous condition, the building needs considerable re-, 
toration, and such work is planned.
At various sites on the hill the vertical shafts of long abandoned under­ 
ground lead mines, which usually were limited to depths of about 20 to 30 
feet, have been filled, leaving only moderate depressions. Near the crest 
of the hill, however, not a great distance west of the old stone building, 
the opening of the Merry Christmas zinc mine shaft remains unfilled. This 
is an inclined shaft — the only such kind on the hill — and the surface 
near the shaft opening has sunk to a dangerous extent so that it has been 
necessary to fence off an area encircling the entrance as a protective 
measure. This mine was closed about 1912 and has not been worked since.

DESCRIPTION OF BOUNDARIES OF HISTORIC SITE (See appended map):

Bounded roughly by Copper Street on the north, Wisconsin state trunk high­ 
way 23 on the south, Dodge Street on the east and Shake Rag Street on the 
west.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of Mineral Point Hi^.1, which lies within the Mineral Point 
Historic District, is historical. /^Lt is the land on which occurred the 
original discovery of lead ore around 1825 that attracted the early lead 
miners, especially those from Cornwall, England, and on which much if not 
most of the Mineral Point lead mining was done between 1830 and 1855. Its 
rich ore deposits led to the establishment of the unique city of Mineral 
Point, beginning at the base of Mineral Point Hill with the settlement of 
Cornish miners in their exceptionally fine stone houses on Shake Rag Street 
in the middle 1830's. The city, third oldest in Wisconsin, was the center 
of political power and location of the most important land/office in Wis­ 
consin during most of the Territorial period, 1836-1848.^/

This hill is also the site of the Merry Christmas zinc mine, opened about 
1906, the largest of the few large sphalerite mines in Mineral Point. 
This was during the period after the lead mining era had passed, when zinc 
mining became the most important industry of the old lead region and was 
centered in Mineral Point. The significance of the mines and mining in­ 
cludes both the areas of engineering and industry. That of the Old Stone 
House which served as the New Jersey Zinc Company's office is architectur- 
al as a further good example of Mineral Point*s unique stonemasonry.

1. Heyl et. al., "The Geology of the Upper Mississippi Valley Zinc-Lead 
District," 268.
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds

NW N 42* 51 37 W 90° 10' 35" 
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sw N /if 51* 2T W 90° 10' 15"
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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